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R e v i e w e d  b y  R o b e r t  E .  W a l l s  

The p e r v a s i v e n e s s  o f  m a n l i k e  m o n s t e r  t r a d i t i o n s  h a s  
l o n g  p r e s e n t e d  f e r t i l e  g r o u n d  f o r  f o l k l o r i s t i c  s t u d y .  
Y e t ,  w i t h  t h e  n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  R i c h a r d  B e r n h e i m e r ' s  
c l a s s i c  W i l d  Men i n  t h e  M i d d l e  Ages, t h e  s u b j e c t  h a s  l a r g e l y  
e s c a p e d  s c h o l a r l y  a t t e n t i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  mos t  d i s c u s s i o n  
h a s  f o c u s e d  on t h e  p o s s i b l e  b i o l o g i c a l  r e a l i t y  o f  s u c h  
b e i n g s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  e n d u r i n g  c o n s e n s u s  t h a t  a l l  e v i d e n c e ,  
s h o r t  o f  c o r p o r e a l ,  a d d u c e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h a t  r e a l i t y  w i l l  
n e v e r  s a t i s f y  t h e  r i g o r o u s  c a n o n s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o o f .  

More r e c e n t l y ,  t h e  s t r i d e n t  c a l l s  o f  t h e  S a s q u a t c h -  
N o r t h  A m e r i c a ' s  own w o n d e r f u l l y  e l u s i v e  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  

w i l d  man- have  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  s c h o l a r s  whose i n t e r e s t s  
l i e  i n  t h e  u n d e n i a b l e  c u l t u r a l  r e a l i t y  o f  m o n s t r o u s  human- 
o i d s .  Why t h e  a p p a r e n t  u b i q u i t y  o f  m a n l i k e  m o n s t e r  m y t h s ?  
Can we e l u c i d a t e  t h e  f o r m a t i v e  a n d  f u n c t i o n a l  d y n a m i c s  
of  s u c h  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s ?  How does  c u l t u r e  
i n f l u e n c e  o u r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  t h o s e  s t r a n g e  
e v e n t s  we o c c a s i o n a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e ?  Can l i n g u i s t i c  e v i d e n c e  
o r  j u d i c i o u s  s c i e n t i f i c  a n a l y s i s  p o s s i b l y  answer  t h e  ques-  
t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  c r e a t u r e s  l i k e  t h e  S a s q u a t c h ,  t h e  Y e t i ,  
o r  a n y t h i n g  a k i n ,  p h y s i c a l l y  e x i s t ?  These were  t h e  ques-  
t i o n s  a d d r e s s e d  b y  s c h o l a r s  a t  an u n u s u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  en- 
t i t l e d  l l A n t h r o p o l o g y  o f  t h e  Unknown: S a s q u a t c h  a n d  S i m i l a r  
Phenomena,' l  c o n v e n e d  i n  May, 1978,  by t h e  Museum o f  A n t h r o -  
p o l o g y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a .  The e n s u i n g  
c o n f e r e n c e  vo lume,  M a n l i k e  M o n s t e r s  On T r i a l ,  i s  an  en- 
l i g h t e n i n g ,  p r o v o c a t i v e ,  and  s u r p r i s i n g l y  s u c e s s f u l  book .  

T w e n t y - t h r e e  a r t i c l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  an e p i l o g u e  a n d  an  
e l a b o r a t e  b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  c o m p r i s e  t h e  body  o f  t h i s  work .  
W i t h  t w o  e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e  e d i t o r s  have  c o n f i n e d  d i s c u s s i o n  
t o  t h e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t .  O t h e r w i s e ,  each  p a p e r  
v a r i e s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  b o t h  s c o p e  a n d  t o p i c .  D e t a i l e d  
e x a m i n a t i o n s  o f  S a s q u a t c h - l i k e  phenomena a r e  f u r n i s h e d  
b y  c o n t r i b u t o r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s  a n d  b o t h  t h e  
s o c i a l  a n d  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e s .  I n d e e d ,  s o  d i v e r s e  a r e  t h i s  



vo lume 's  p e r s p e c t i v e s  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  c e r t a i n  u n d e r l y i n g  

t h r e a d  of t h e m a t i c  u n i t y  i s  a  p e r i p h e r a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  human- 

o i d  b e i n g s ,  b e l i e v e d  r e a l  o r  c h i m e r i c a l .  Wh i l e  some r e a d e r s  
may be d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  such a  l o o s e  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  

approach, f o r  many o t h e r s  i t  w i l l  be one of  t h e  b o o k ' s  

c h i e f  a l l u r e m e n t s .  

The c o l l e c t i o n  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s .  The 
f i r s t ,  I tMonsters  i n  t h e  F o r e s t s  o f  t h e  Mind," c o n t a i n s  
seven pape rs  wh ich  e x p l o r e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  monsters  i n  ou r  
s o c i e t y .  C o - e d i t o r  and c o n f e r e n c e  o r g a n i z e r  M a r j o r i e  Ha l -  
p i n ' s  paper  s e r v e s  as a  r e m a r k a b l y  p e r c e p t i v e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
as she c o n s i d e r s  t h e  p rob lems  which must be r e c o g n i z e d  
when d e l v i n g  i n t o  t h e  contemporary  I1Gobl in  Un i ve rse . "  
When she touches  on t h e  u n i v e r s a l  f u n c t i o n  wh ich m a n l i k e  
monsters  m i g h t  serve- -  h e l p i n g  t o  d e f i n e  what i s ,  o r  i s  
n o t ,  d i s t i n c t l y  human-- she s t r i k e s  a  c h o r d  echoed t h r o u g h -  
o u t  t h e  volume. A s i m i l a r ,  b u t  l e s s  i n s i g h t f u l  paper  by 
Ron Westrum f o l l o w s ,  g i v i n g  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  
o f  anomaly r e p o r t a g e .  The t h i r d  a r t i c l e ,  by W i l f r e d a  Ann 
M u l l y ,  r e v i e w s  t h e  o r i g i n  and purpose of  monsters  f r o m  
t h e  v i e w p o i n t  of  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s .  U t i l i z i n g  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  
and a r t  o f  med ieva l  Europe, D a v i d  J e f f r e y  p r o v i d e s  a  compre- 
h e n s i v e  l o o k  a t  w i l d  men i n  t h e  M i d d l e  Ages, p l a c i n g  August-  
i n e ' s  genera homina monstrosa a s i d e  Grende l  and h i s  dam 
i n  l i g h t  of t h e  two e x i s t i n g  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  t i m e s ;  mon- 
s t e r s  were e i t h e r  " p a r t  o f  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  
c r e a t i o n , "  o r  t h e y  were v e r i t a b l e  I1embodiments of  e v i l  
f o r ces . ' '  The l a t t e r  v i ew  p r e v a i l e d  i n t o  t h e  Rena issance.  
The f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  by O l i v e  D i ckason  i s  a  s p l e n d i d  com- 
p lemen t  t o  J e f f r e y ' s .  She t r a c e s  t h e  concep t  o f  l'homme 
sauvage f r o m  i t s  i n c i p i e n t  fo rms i n  t h e  O l d  Wor ld  t o  i t s  
s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  upon F rench  i n  t h e  New World, f a s h i o n i n g  
a t t i t u d e s  w h i c h  dehumanized Amer ind ians and r e s u l t e d  i n  
t h e i r  d e n i a l  o f  a b o r i g i n a l  r i g h t s .  

The f i r s t  s e c t i o n  conc ludes  w i t h  pape rs  by two f o l k -  
l o r i s t s .  I n  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between b e l i e f ,  
p e r c e p t i o n ,  and r e p o r t a g e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  S a s q u a t c h - l i k e  b e i n g s  
i n  Newfoundland, M i c h a e l  T a f t  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e r e  
a r e  no w e l l - a r t i c u l a t e d  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  wh ich d i s t i n c t l y  
i d e n t i f y  a  "Sasquatchl l ,  peop le  do o c c a s i o n a l l y  d e s c r i b e  
encoun te rs  w i t h  h i r s u t e  humanoids i n  t h e  f o r e s t s .  They 
p r e f e r  t o  p l a c e  such c r e a t u r e s  i n  more c u l t u r a l l y  a c c e s s i b l e  



c a t e g o r i e s  s u c h  as I n d i a n ,  s p i r i t ,  d e v i l ,  f a i r y ,  o r  
a s  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  a  b e a r . "  F i n a l l y ,  C a r o l  C a r p e n t e r  
e x a m i n e s  C a n a d i a n  m o n s t e r  t a l e s  and, b y  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  
r e c u r r i n g  f e a t u r e s ,  s u g g e s t s  wha t  r o l e s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  b e i n g s  
p l a y  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  C a n a d i a n  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  how t h e y  e x p r e s s  
c e r t a i n  C a n a d i a n  themes and  p r e o c c u p a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h o s e  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i m p o s i n g  l a n d  i t s e l f .  

The p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  n e x t  s e c t i o n ,  " M a n l i k e  M o n s t e r s  
of  t h e  N a t i v e  New Wor ld , "  i s  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  i n  s c o p e .  

E i g h t  p a p e r s  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  e q u a l  p a r t s ;  t h e  f i r s t  
i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  m o n s t e r s  f o u n d  i n  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  m y t h o l -  
o g i e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  s e c o n d  i n s p e c t s  s u c h  t r a d i t i o n s  m a n i f e s t e d  
i n  n a t i v e  a r t .  Those f a m i l i a r  w i t h  A l g o n k i a n  c u l t u r e s  
w i l l  welcome R i c h a r d  P r e s t o n ' s  i n c i s i v e  l o o k  a t  t h e  W i t i k o  
( o r  W i n d i g o ) ,  t h a t  c a n n i b a l i s t i c ,  m o n s t r o u s  h u m a n o i d  s o  
o f t e n  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  a n t h r o p o l o g y .  P r e v i o u s  
e f f o r t s  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  W i t i k o  phenomenon a s  a  p s y c h o s i s  
o r ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  t h e o r y  as a m e t a p h o r  f o r  A l g o n -  
k i a n  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  do n o t  c o n v i n c e  P r e s t o n .  I n s t e a d ,  
he  s e e s  W i t i k o  a s  Itan i m p u t e d  o r  i m a g i n e d  q u a l i t y  o f  m i n d t 1  
w h i c h ,  as a  t r a d i t i o n ,  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e s  human and  non-human 
c o m p e t e n c i e s .  Raymond F o g e l s o n  comes t o  a  s i m i l a r  c o n c l u -  
s i o n  i n  t h e  n e x t  p a p e r ,  w h i c h  a n a l y z e s  t h e  m y t h s  a n d  b e l i e f s  
s u r r o u n d i n g  S t o n e c l a d ,  C h e r o k e e  c u l t u r e ' s  p e t r o u s  a n a l o g u e  
t o  t h e  W i t i k o .  He a l s o  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e s e  b e i n g s  seem t o  
embody t h e  p o t e n t i a l l y  d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  w i n t e r ,  a s  

do o t h e r  g i a n t  h u m a n o i d s  known t o  ~ r i q u o i s - s p e a k i n g  p e o p l e s .  
S u r v e y i n g  t h e  n a t i v e  c u l t u r e s  o f  n o r t h w e s t  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
p r i m a r i l y  t h e  Yurok ,  Thomas B u c k l e y  p r o v i d e s  a  d e t a i l e d  
taxonomy o f  m o n s t e r s  i n  l i g h t  o f  Y u r o k  c o s m o l o g y .  I n h a b i t i n g  
l i m i n a l  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e s e  a n o m a l i e s  a r e  I t p u r e  
p o t e n t i a l t t  s i n c e  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  b o t h  a  v i a b l e  s o u r c e  o f  
power  and  a l l  t h a t  i s  i n i m i c a l  and  n e g a t i v e .  T h r o u g h  t h e  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  and  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e s e  m o n s t e r s ,  t h e  Yurok  
c a n  p e r c e i v e  t h e i r  w o r l d  as a  b a l a n c e d ,  s t a b l e ,  a n d  t o t a l  
r e a l i t y .  R o b i n  R i n d i n g t o n t s  a r t i c l e  e x p l a i n s  how t h e  We- 
chuge  phenomenon, s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  W i t i k o ,  h e l p s  an  A t h a b a s c a n  
Dunne-za i n d i v i d u a l  m a i n t a i n  a  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
a  s p i r i t  a n i m a l  a c q u i r e d  t h r o u g h  a  v i s i o n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e .  
Of  e q u a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  a  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
m o n s t e r  b e l i e f s  i s  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  Dunne-za c u l t u r e  and  t h a t  o f  t h e  



a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  e v i n c e d  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s - -  one expe r -  

i e n t i a l  and t h e  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l - -  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
p h y s i c a l  env io rnmen t .  

The manu fac tu re  of anomalous c r e a t u r e s  i n  f o l k  and 
t o u r i s t  a r t  i s  t h e  focus of  t h e  n e x t  two pape rs .  J u l i u s  

Kassov i c  b r i e f l y  e x p l o r e s  t h e  r o o t s  of  monster -mak ing i n  

a  Mex ican I n d i a n  v i l l a g e ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  g r o w i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  
of  g ro tesque  ce ram ic  f i g u r i n e s  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  t o u r i s t  marke t  
and a l s o  e x p l a i n i n g  how t h e  p r o c e s s  has become a  sou rce  
o f  l o c a l  c o n f l i c t .  S i n c e  r e g i o n a l  f o l k l o r e  and r e l i g i o u s  
b e l i e f s  r e v e a l  d e v i l i s h  b e i n g s  p r a c t i c a l l y  everywhere,  
t h e i r  e x p l i c i t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  g r e a t e r  numbers i s  t h o u g h t  
by many v i l l a g e r s  as a  way t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  
e v i l  powers.  I n  a  s i m i l a r  v e i n ,  Ne l son  Graburn  s u p p l i e s  
an i m p r e s s i v e  a r t i c l e  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  commerc ia l  a r t  f o rms  
( c a r v i n g s  and p r i n t s )  r e c e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by Canadian 
I n u i t .  Numerous c r e a t u r e s ,  humanoid and non-human, were 
r e c o g n i z e d  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  I n u i t  mytho logy,  wh i ch  was an 
"open-ended s u g g e s t i v e f 1  sys tem o f  communicat ion  i n  t h e  
o r a l  mode. The p a s t  c e n t u r y ,  however,  w i t h  i t s  impac t  
o f  l i t e r a c y  upon t h e  I n u i t ,  has r e f a s h i o n e d  t h a t  sys tem 
i n t o  one which i s  I 1 p i c t o r i a l  w i t h  c l o s u r e , "  d e l i m i t i n g  
t h e  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  m y t h o l o g i c a l  e n t i t i e s .  I n s p i r e d  
by  a  p u t a t i v e  Ifmonkeyff mask, c o l l e c t e d  abou t  1914 f r o m  
t h e  Ts imsh ian  of  n o r t h e r n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  H a l p i n l s  second 
c o n t r i b u t u i o n  i s  an engag ing  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  m a n l i k e  b e i n g s  
i n  Ts imsh ian my tho logy ,  t h e i r  s y m b o l i c  f u n c t i o n s ,  and t h e  
r i t u a l  impo r tance  o f  Ts imsh ian masks i n  g e n e r a l .  A rchaeo l -  
o g i s t  R o d e r i c k  Sprague conc ludes  t h e  s e c t i o n  w i t h  an i n t r i -  
g u i n g  l o o k  a t  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  Co lumbia  R i v e r  c a r v e d  s t o n e  
heads, a l l  o f  wh ich  s h a r e  f e a t u r e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of non- 
human p r i m a t e s .  These f e a t u r e s  show a  s t r o n g  c o r r e l a t i o n  
w i t h  t h o s e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  modern Sasquatch,  Sprague n o t e s ,  
t hough  t h e  resemblance i n  no way v e r i f i e s  t h e  c r e a t u r e ' s  
e x i s t e n c e .  

The p o t e n t i a l i t y  o f  t h a t  e x i s t e n c e  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  
f ocus  o f  t h e  b o o k ' s  t h i r d  and f i n a l  p a r t .  John Green, 
a  j o u r n a l i s t  p a r t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  genes i s  and c o n t i n u -  
a t i o n  o f  contemporary  Sasquatch r e s e a r c h ,  b e g i n s  w i t h  a  
s t a t i s t i c a l  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  a n a t o m i c a l  and b e h a v i o r a l  t r a i t s  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  ou r  N o r t h  American B i g f o o t .  W i th  t h e  magis- 
t e r i a l  knowledge o f  h i s  s u b j e c t ,  Green r e n d e r s  a  c o n c i s e  



e c o l o g i c a l  p o r t r a i t  o f  h i s  presumed p r i m a t e ,  n o t i n g  t h e  
appa ren t  p a r a l l e l s  between N o r t h  American and Russ ian w i l d  
men, a v e r r i n g  t h a t  Sasquatch a r e  n o t  dangerous, do n o t  
c o n s t i t u t e  an endangered s p e c i e s  and, p h y l o g e n e t i c a l l y  

speak ing,  a r e  no c l o s e r  t o  Homo sapiens t h a n  any of  t h e  
g r e a t  apes. Wayne S u t t l e s '  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  i n  what se rves  

as an addendum t o  a  pape r  p u b l i s h e d  e i g h t  yea rs  p r e v i o u s l y ,  
examines l i n g u i s t i c  ev idence  f o r  m a n l i k e  monsters  known 
t o  n a t i v e  c u l t u r e s  on t h e  P a c i f i c  No r thwes t  c o a s t ,  d i s -  
c u s s i n g  t h e  r e l e v a n c y  o f  p h y s i c a l  r e a l i t y  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  
b o t h  Western s c i e n c e  and a n t h r o p o l o g y .  John Co la russo  
f u r n i s h e s  some f a s c i n a t i n g  new e t h n o g r a p h i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  
about  a  w i l d  man o f  t h e  Caucasus and compares i t  w i t h  ex- 
i s t i n g  knowledge o f  modern Sasquatch]  B i g f o o t  b e l i e f s .  

There i s  no mys t i que  a round  t h e  Caucas ian w i l d  man. I n -  
s tead ,  t h e  Russ ian c r e a t u r e  i s  a  v e r y  mundane and p l a u s i b l e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  fauna,  wh i ch  t h i s  r e v i e w e r  has found  
c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l s  B i g f o o t  b e l i e f s  among l o g g i n g  peop les  
i n  n o r t h m e s t e r n  N o r t h  America.  

The succeed ing  t h r e e  papers ,  a l l  w r i t t e n  by p h y s i c a l  
s c i e n t i s t s ,  r e p r e s e n t  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a t t e m p t s  t o  ana l yze  
p u r p o r t e d  m a t e r i a l  ev idence  o f  Sasquatch. A p p l y i n g  es tab-  
l i s h e d  z o o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  r e p o r t s  o f  t-t-acks and eye- 
w i t n e s s  s i g h t i n g s ,  George G i l l  de te rm ines  Sasquatch popu la -  
t i o n  c l i n e s ;  R .  Lynn K i r l i n  and Lasse H e r t e l ,  e l e c t r i c a l  
eng inee rs ,  e s t i m a t e  t h e  p i t c h  and v o c a l  t r a c t  o f  a  l e n g t h  
o f  a  t a p e  r e c o r d e d  B i g f o o t ;  l a s t l y ,  a l l e g e d  Sasquatch h a i r  
and f e c e s  samples a r e  s c r u t i n i z e d  by Vaughn B r y a n t ,  J r .  and 
B u r l e i g h  Trevor -Deutsch.  Not  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  a l l  r e s u l t s  

a r e  i n c o n c l u s i v e  and c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  n o t  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  con- 
f l i c t i n g  v iews o f  t h e  b i o - r e a l i s t s  and t h e  g rand  debunkers.  
Wh i l e  each a n a l y s i s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  s c i e n t i f i c  
i d i om,  t h e  methods employed s e r v e  o n l y  t o o  w e l l  as v i v i d  
rem inde rs  o f  P r e s t o n ' s  e a r l i e r  l amen t :  we can e a s i l y  ove r -  
power a  p o o r l y  known phenomenon by i m p o s i n g  complex means 
o f  i n q u i r y  upon s c a n t y  and dub ious  data .  The volume con- 
c l u d e s  on a  h i g h  n o t e  w i t h  a  f i n e  e p i l o g u e  by c o - e d i t o r  
M ichae l  Ames and a  u s e f u l  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  S a s q u a t c h - r e l a t e d  
m a t e r i a l s  comp i l ed  by L.G.M. Ruus. 

The c o l l e c t i o n  i s  w e l l - w r i t t e n ,  e x p e r t l y  e d i t e d  and 
n i c e l y  i l l u s t r a t e d .  Had s e v e r a l  t o p i c s  been broached i t s  
v a l u e  would have been c o n s i d e r a b l y  enhanced. There i s  



n o t h i n g  on t h e  widesp read  Nor thern  Athabascan llBushmenlf 
b e l i e f s ,  o r  any d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  r o l e  humanoid m o n s t e r s  
p l a y  i n  American p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e ,  a l t h o u g h  an e x c e l l e n t  
pape r  a d d r e s s i n g  t h a t  t o p i c  was g iven  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  most g l a r i n g ,  and i n  my o p i n i o n  most s i g n i f -  
i c a n t ,  l a c u n a  i n  t h i s  b road  panorama of North American 
manl ike  mons te r s  is  t h e  o r i g i n a l  B i g f o o t  t r a d i t i o n  i t s e l f ,  
s o  much a  prominent  and mean ing fu l  a s p e c t  o f  P a c i f i c  North- 
west  f o l k l o r e .  Green ' s  dismemberment o f  t h e  phenomenon 
v i r t u a l l y  i g n o r e s  t h e  human e lement- -  t h e  e y e w i t n e s s .  

As bo th  e d i t o r s  n o t e ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  can s t i l l  be pro-  
f i t a b l y  s t u d i e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  one expands  t h e  c o n t e x t s  
w i t h i n  which S a s q u a t c h - l i k e  b e i n g s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d .  For  
t h e  t ime  b e i n g ,  t h i s  r a t h e r  s p e c i a l  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  n a t u r e  
and f u n c t i o n  of manl ike  mons te r s  i s  a  welcome and i m p o r t a n t  
work, r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of f o l k l o r e .  

I s r a e l i  Humor: The C o n t e n t  and S t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  C h i z b a t  
of t h e  Palaah. By E l l i o t  Or ing .  Albany, New York: 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  of New York P r e s s ,  1981. Pp. i x+295 ,  
appendix  of t e x t s ,  b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  i ndex .  

Reviewed by Guy H .  H a s k e l l .  

On May 19, 1941,  s even  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  
t h e  S t a t e  of I s r a e l ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Counc i l  o f  t h e  Haganah, 
t h e  underground d e f e n c e  f o r c e  of t h e  J ewish  community i n  
P a l e s t i n e  under  t h e  B r i t i s h  Mandate ( t h e  Y i shuv) ,  o r d e r e d  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a  pe rmanen t ly  m o b i l i z e d  s t r i k i n g  f o r c e .  
The immedia te  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  o r d e r  was t h e  need t o  be 
p r e p a r e d  i n  t h e  e v e n t  of a  Nazi t a k e o v e r  o f  P a l e s t i n e  by 
Rommells A f r i c a  Corps ,  which was s u r g i n g  u n d e f e a t e d  a c c r o s s  
t h e  d e s e r t s  of North A f r i c a .  Th i s  s t r i k i n g  f o r c e  was 

c a l l e d  t h e  Palmah (accronym f o r  p e l u g g o t  nahaz ,  ' I a s s a u l t  
companies l f )  and th rough  i t s  r o l e  i n  t h e  A l l i e d  i n v a s i o n  
o f  S y r i a  and Lebanon and I s r a e l ' s  War of Independence ,  
i t  won a  prominent  p l a c e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of I s r a e l ' s  s t r u g -  
g l e  f o r  s t a t e h o o d .  The f o r c e  a l s o  e n t e r e d  I s r a e l i  con- 
s c i o u s n e s s  and f o l k l o r e  a s  t h e  symbo l i c  embodiment of 
I s r a e l i  c h a r a c t e r  and s a c r i f i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  heady y e a r s  
l e a d i n g  up t o  i ndependence  and t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  n a t i o n a l  
s u r v i v a l  t h e r e a f t e r .  Yet i t  was n o t  t h e  Palmah 's  m i l i t a r y  


