Complex Identities: Writing and Using Identity Demographic Questions

Identity Demographics

1. What are the complex identities of particular interest to your institution right
now?
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Writing Identity Demographic Questions

2. What challenges or successes have you faced in trying to collect demographic information that involved
identity? In other words, what demographic questions have or have not worked for you and why?

Using Identity Demographic Data

3. What challenges or successes have you faced in trying to use the data and results collected from identity
demographics? In other words, what have you done well or gotten stuck on when using these demographic
data?
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Writing Identity Demographic Questions

The Evolution of National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) Identity Demographics

Racial/Ethnic Identity

( What is your racial or AYE What is your racial or N ( How would you describe ([ How would you describe )
N ethnic identification? O ethnic identification? (@) yourself? (Select all that m yourself? (Select all that
™ (Select only one.) ™ (Select all that apply.) ™ apply.) apply.)
o. American Indian or other o [ American Indian or o [ American Indian or [ Asian
QN Native American QN Alaska Native QN Alaska Native ~ Black or African
e Asian, Asian American, or [J Asian 1 Asian American
Pacific Islander [ Black or African [ Black or African [ Hispanic, Latina/o,
. Blaqk or African American American Latine, or Latinx
Ameflcan ) ) [ Hispanic or Latino [ Hispanic or Latina/o [J Indigenous, American
* White (non-Hispanic) [J Native Hawaiian or Other [ Middle Eastern or North Iprjld'al?' Natt[ve American, or
* Mexican or Mexican Pacific Islander African as. aliNative
American 71 White 1 Native Hawaiian or Other ifM|ddIe Eastern or North
e Puerto Rican > “ Other > Pacific Islander > rican
: : : - S Whi [ Native Hawaiian or
e Other Hispanic or Latino /I prefer not to respond [ White Pacific Islander
¢ Multiracial 1 Another race or ethnicity “ White
e Other 7 | prefer not to respond ") Another race o ethnicity
* | prefer not o respond 1 | prefer not to respond
\. J \ J \ J \. J
Gender Identity
N Yoursex:| | c» Whatis ( < What is your gender KCY) How would you describe your ) fﬂ. How would you describe your )
S «Male S Your identity? o~ gender identity? (Select all N gender identity? (Select all
gender? - that apply.) that apply.)
¢ Female N o e Man O o
* Male AN . Woman N\l [IWoman Nl [0Woman
e Female « Another gender [1Man [1Man
identity, please specify [1 Agender or gender neutral [1Trans/Transgender
o | prefer not to [1 Demigender [ Agender or gender neutral
respond O Genderqueer, non-binary, or [1 Demigender
gender non-conforming [1 Genderqueer, non-binary,
1 Genderfluid gender non-conforming, or
[ Two-spirit genderflu.lc.i
[] Cis/Cisgender - T‘.NO-S.p'm
[ Trans/Transgender - Cis/Cisgender
[J Questioning or unsure - Questioning or u.nsurfe
1 Another gender identity, DIAnother g?fnfje' identity,
please specify: please specity:
0| prefer not to respond O I prefer not to respond
\ J L AN J
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Sexual Orientation

( Which of the following best AYE Which of the following best N ( Which of the following best ([ How would you describe )
O describes your sexual ﬁ- describes your sexual ™~ describes your sexual m your sexual orientation?
Y orientation? Y orientation? Y orientation? QN (select all that apply.)
O . Heterosexual O . Heterosexual o. Straight (heterosexual) o - Straight or heterosexual

e Lesbian e Lesbian e Bisexual [ Bisexual

e Gay e Gay e Gay [ Lesbian

e Bisexual e Bisexual e Lesbian [ Gay

e Questioning or unsure . Anoth(_er sexual ) e Queer [ Queer

e | prefer not to respond orlentat.lon., please specify e Questioning or unsure [ Pansexual or polysexual
* Questioning or unsure » Another sexual ) [ Ace, gray, or asexual

Question administered per e | prefer not to respond orientation, please specify: O Demisexual

institution request. > > « | prefer not to respond L Questioning or unsure
Question administered per ~ Another sexual
institution request. Question now required of all orientation, please specify:

administrations.
[ | prefer not to respond
\. y, J \ J \. J
(Dis)ability

( o Have you been / — Do you have a disability or condition that N (¢ N Po you have a disapility or cpnditiop t‘hat I
— diagnosed with any N impacts your learning, working, or living N impacts your learning, working, or living
o disability or ) activities? o activities?

N mpairment? N Yes ¢ No e | prefer not to respond N Yes ¢ No e | prefer not to respond
eYeseNoel grefer [If yes] Which of the following impacts your [/f yes] Which of the following impacts your
notto respon learning, working, or living activities? learning, working, or living activities?

[If yes] Which of the (Select all that apply.) (Select all that apply.)
L‘:L‘;"‘:j'i';%:z‘;:gf" Sensory disability Sensory disability
(Select all that apply.) 0 Blind or low vision I Blind or low vision
] A sensory 0 Deaf or hard of hearing [l Deaf or hard of hearing
ihmpa_irment (vision or Physical disability Physical disability
He:::c?;ilit {1 Mobility condition that affects walking [ Mobility condition that affects walking
impairmen%, T Mobility condition that does not affect 1 Mobility condition that does not affect
[1 A'learning disabilit walking walking
(e.g., ADHDg, dyslexia))/ [ Speech or communication disorder [ Speech or communication disorder
01 A mental health 01 Traumatic or acquired brain injury U Traumatic or acquired brain injury (TBI)
disorder Mental health or developmental disability Mental health or developmental disability
DA djsability or 0 Anxiety [ Anxiety
gggsgmem not isted L] Attention deficit or hyperactivity disorder LI Attention deficit or hyperactivity disorder
(ADD or ADHD) (ADD or ADHD)
[J Autism spectrum U Autism spectrum
[ Depression " Depression
0 Another mental health or developmental [ Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)
disability (schizophrenia, eating disorder, " Another mental health or developmental
etc) disability (schizophrenia, eating disorder,
Another disability or condition etc.)
J'Chronic medical c_:ondition (asthma, Another disability or condition
diabetes, Crohn'’s disease, etc.) 0] Chronic medical condition (asthma,
[ Learning disability diabetes, Crohn’s disease, etc.)
O Intellectual disability [l Learning disability
0 Disability or condition not listed O Intellectual disability
[ Disability or condition not listed
\ J . AN J
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Using Identity Demographic Data
Thoughtful Aggregation

— Disaggregate whenever possible. Aggregate responsibly if you must—collapse groups based on outcomes,
not your preconceived ideas of who should be together.

Sense of Belonging Sense of Belonging Sense of Belonging
43 39 43
41 38 @ 41
39 Y 39
35 * 35 I
mBisexual W Lesbian Gay m Queer ’
B LGBQ+ w Straight WPonsexual mAsexual W Demisexual mUnsure WIGB WQueer+ W Straight
— An easy-to-use dichotomy can
be great (thlnk LG BQ+, Gender ldentity % enderqueer+ (6%) @ Not Genderqueer+ (94%) J
. Wi 63 oman Woman 56 |
nonbinary+, student of color, — — e = -
etc.), but never skip over [Agender or gender neutral| p| e e “
. . . ‘ | emigender
aCknOWIGdglng the Identltles <1 Genderqueer, non-binary, gender non-conforming 48
or Varlatlon Wlthln. Whether |Genderqueer,nun—binary, gender non-conforming 3 | Genderfluid 17
. . __Genderﬂuid 1 Two spirit 6
you decide to combine groups, o is/Gisgender s GofCisgender 7
exclude a group, or create an Cis/Cisgender 7 ;T';:;:I"n;g:iiwe i;
ambiguous “other” group; 1| Another gender denity 8
explain your choices, and do 1
Anoth der identit 1
what you can to honor the [Raes ot Pt =
| prefer not to respond 2

contributions of all your
respondents.

Select-All-That-Apply Data

— Think hard about whether your reports need percentages to add up to 100%. If you really need 100%, think
about presenting both versions or presenting an additional breakout of multiple selections—try not to hide

the diverSity Of peOp|e WhO SeleCt Racial/Ethnic Identification % Racial/Ethnic Identification %
more than one option. People with ~ Asian 8| [White >
. . . Black or African American 9 Hispanic, Latina/o, Latine, Latinx 11
mUItlpIe aspeCtS Of an Identlty ‘ Hispanic, Latina/o, Latine, Latinx 11 . Black or African American 9
(multiracial, etc.) in 100% SituatioNS | seros, anercan tan e arercan,or i e 1| | Asian 8
are often qu |te dlversel Middle Eastern or North African 1| | Latine... + White 3
.. Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander <1 Asian + White 2
- Addltlona”y' |00k for Commonly White 57 Middle Eastern or North African 1
SeIeCted pairs. You may flnd that | Another race or ethnicity 1 | | Black or African American + White 1
these are a |arger group than some Multiple races/ethnicities selected @ 10 [ Indigenous.... + White 1
. . | prefer not to respond 3 | Black or African American + Latine.... 1

of your single-select options. teep Goingl @

— For more advanced modelling,

investigate different kinds of variable coding systems (binary coding, deviation coding, effect coding, etc.)
—  Mayhew, M. J., & Simonoff, J. S. (2015). Effect coding as a mechanism for improving the accuracy of measuring students who self-
identify with more than one race. Research in Higher Education, 56(6), 595-600. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11162-015-9364-0.

—  Mayhew, M.J., & Simonoff, J.S. (2015). Non-White, no more: Effect coding as an alternative to dummy coding with implications for higher
education researchers. Journal of College Student Development, 56(2), 170-175. https://doi.org/10.1353/csd.2015.0019.
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