Transfeminism

The Adverse Effects of Cis-Centric and
Trans-Exclusive Feminism on the Modern
Transgender Community
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Why Are We Doing This?

e What is the goal of this study?

e What is my theory?

e Why is this so important right now?




Content Preview

e Methodology
e Brief history and background of the trans
liberation movement and the feminist

movement
® Review of literature

e Findings
o Second Wave Feminism
o  Third Wave Feminism
o  Fourth Wave Feminism

e Conclusion




Secondary Sources in Methodology

e Feminist authors through the waves

e Queer authors and organizations

® Modern news articles

e Social media posts




Primary Sources in Methodology

e Survey of 56 self-identified trans

participants

e Limitations on survey data collection

(demographics, time)




Topic Overview and Background

e What does it mean to be transgender?

e What does it mean to be cisgender?

e Whatisa TERF?




Feminist Timeline

First wave

feminism- about
1840s through 1920s

Second wave
feminism- about

1960s through 1980s

T

Third wave feminism-

about 1990s through
2010s

I

Fourth wave
feminism- about
2010s through today

]
l

Characterized by
struggle for women’s
suffrage

l

Characterized by struggle
for sexual liberation,
reproductive rights, equal
pay, and work
opporunities outside of
the home.

l

Characterized by
intersectionality,
dismantling beauty
standards, and body
positivity.

.
l

Characterized by
struggle for
reproductive rights,
with rape culture, and
sexual harassment.



Trans Liberation Timeline

Stonewall
Riots (1969)

AIDS crisis (1980s)

New York City expands
gender protections in
housing and employment

to include transgender
people (2002)

U.S. Department of
Education announces that
transgender students are
protected under Title IX

|
l

Sylvia Rivera and
Marsha P. Johnson
found Street
Transvestites Action
Revolutionaries
(1970)

Sylvia Rivera gives her
“Y’all Better Quiet
Down” speech
demanding trans
liberation within gay
liberation movements
(1973)

The federal definition
of hate crime is
expanded to include

transgender and gay
people (2009)

(2014)

A new wave of anti-trans
legislature sweeps the
nation, increasing through
the years and focusing on
children and bathrooms
(roughly 2015-present)



Background- Mainstream Feminism

e Mainstream feminism- Feminism that

appeals to women in dominant social

groups.

e Exclusive history.




Background- Splinter Groups

Born from exclusion from mainstream
feminism by marginalized women.
Generally does not share the same
exclusive history with mainstream

feminism.




Review of Literature

e Long history of exclusion represented in The
Feminine Mystique and The Beauty Myth

e Long standing criticism of both (Fetters and
Onion)

e Fourth wave is more concerned with
intersectionality, though plagued with
polarization.

e News and social media




Second Wave Feminism: What It Means Now

How much impact do you think the trans liberation
movement had on second wave feminism?

) Extremely little impact

Somewhat little
impact

Moderate amount of
impact

Somewhat large
impact

Extremely large impact

How much impact do you think trans-exclusive
second wave feminism impacted all trans people?

) Extremely little impact

Somewhat little
impact

Moderate amount of
impact

Somewhat large
impact

Extremely large impact



Third Wave Feminism: What It Means Now

How much impact do you think the trans liberation fHow much impact do you think trans-exclusive third
movement had on third wave feminism?

) Extremely little impact

Somewhat little
impact

Moderate amount of

impact

Somewhat large
impact

Extremely large impact

wave feminism impacted all trans people?

0 Extremely little impact

Somewhat little
impact

Moderate amount of
impact

Somewhat large
impact

Extremely large impact



Fourth Wave Feminism: What It Means Now

How much impact do you think the trans liberation
movement had on fourth wave feminism?

0 Extremely little impact

Somewhat little
impact

Moderate amount of
impact

Somewhat large
impact

Extremely large impact

How much impact do you think trans-exclusive
fourth wave feminism impacted all trans people?

0 Extremely little impact

Somewhat little
impact

Moderate amount of
impact

Somewhat large
impact

@ Extremely largeimpact



Counter Arguments

® Manufactured moral panic.

e Concern with the safety of women and

children.

e Sports, locker rooms, transitional

healthcare for youth.




Conclusion

e Increased awareness/concern over trans

issues throughout time.

e Exclusive feminism helped form the

transphobic society we see now.
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