
The t h i r d  a rchive  is  t h e  Archive of C a l i f o r n i a  and IVestern Folklore;  - I ' m  
l i s t e d  a s  t h e  a r c h i v i s t .  There seems t o  be a s i t u a t i o n  ou t  t he rz  t h a t  
whenever t h e r S t s  a blank on t h e  t a b l e  of organiza t ion ,  my name appears.  
Poss ib ly  one of t h e  reasons we have not  had s o  many problc'?.rr; t h e r e  i s  t h a t  
it i s  no5 a funded archive.  There i s  simply no onether?,. so i f  anyone wants 
anything, I simply say  we don ' t  have any money t o  give ou t  anything, whether 
f i e l d  o r  c o m e r c i &  recordings. I received two l e t t e r s  l a s t  week and I th ink  
t h i s  i s  probably hanpening everywhere i n  t h e  country: "I am writing a book 
on proverbs, send me a l l  t h e  proverbs you have." (audience laughsj ' .  So I 
w r i t e  and say, "sor ry ,  we don ' t  have t h e  s t a f f  t n  do t h a t . "  O f  course, I 
wouldn't l e t  t h a t  hanpen myhow. 

The Archive oi' Ca l i fo rn ia  and Western Folk lcre  i: again  l a r g e l y  a s tudent  
a rchive ,  tfio1.1gh f a c u l t y  have cont r ibuted .  All my I r i s h  co l l ec t ed  material. 
is the---, A;~d t h e w  F.rc a c t u a l l y  some sea led  tenes ,  recordings of in te rv iews 
with b lues  s inge r s  which I t h i n k  a r e  not j u s t  ec t iqnable  bu t  snuld produce 
a lynching i n  cz r%nin  cases ,  We employ every n o s s i b i l i t y  WG can t o  ~ r o t e c t  
t h e  tapez ,  lie Ere n3.L doing s o  much duplicationl;_;r a s  rie simply c a n ' t  keep 
up rhrith it. S t i l l ,  a l l  t h e  problems ~ ~ f i i c h  frLghten Re a l l  the  t i n ?  have not  
y e t  mater ia l i5ed .  Keeping up of t h e  a rchives  i s  l a r g c l y  t h e  p z r t i a l  duty of 
one teaching  a s s i s t a n t ,  and t h e  taoing i s  (and don ' t  l e t  t h i s  g c t  o u t )  d ~ n e  
p a r t i a l l y  by t h e  cd i t c j r i a l  a s s i s t a n t  f o r  Wester3 ;'o:'?:!.o::- . ( audience l ~ u g h s )  . 
Cross fundi rg  going on here s o  t h a t  we can do t h e  a x e s c a r y  th ings  t o  keep 
t h e  m t e r i a l  ::to7eLt te lpoz-ari ly .  I shnu ldn l t  bo tzlking a b ~ i l t  t h i s ;  Ssb 
G e o r ~ e s  shoulc! be ,  He's working out  t h e  nrograT f o r  comnuter a rchtv ing  and 
so  we a r e  dra-ging o u r  fee-t. Perhaps a f t e r  next qua r t e r ,  o r  n3xt year ,  Bob 
Georges w i l l  h3x.s-a sort13 ideas  t h a t ,  i f  we ever  g o t  sorre moysy, we might put  
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The o f f i c i - a1  t i t l e  of  t h e  a rchive  i s  t h e  Archive o f  New York S t a t e  F o l k l i f e ,  
It i s  a par-t of t h e  New York S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Associa t ion  which i s  an 
i m ~ o r t a n t  f a c t  t h a t  I w i l l  go i n t o  a l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  I w o n t t k y  t o  desc r ibe  it 
i n  any d - t z i l ,  I'll j x s t  g ive  you some of  t h e  b a s i c  types  o f  c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  
it c o n t a i ~ s  , 

The New Yorl: S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Associa t ion  flrchive w2s i n  ex i s t ence  b3forc 
t h e  C~operstown Gr~ciuzte  Progrerns. It cgntainzd t h e  Harold 'd. Thompson 
co l l ec t io i i  and was thc: r eqos i to ry  of t h e  Loxis C. Jones c o l l e c t i o n .  These 
were s tudent  an-! p r i v a t e  collectPor,s of theso  two rncn at Albany S t a t e  and 
Cornel l ,  Thom?son s t a r t e d  c o l l e c t i n g  i n  t h e  ' ~ O S ,  s o  it contained ma te r i a l  
from t h a t  period d o y ~  t o  1964. That yea r  t h e  graduaJ;c pTograrQs c a m  and 
l i k e  a.11 fol!clore prog-ams, s tudent  c o l l e c t i o n s  becarno a p a r t  of  t h e  scene. 
Having preached f o r  many y e w s  t h a t  t eache r s  skould not  be allowed t o  keep 
c o l l e c t i o n s  by s tuden t s  as t h e i r  p r i v a t e  a rchives ,  I ras comnitted. We made 
an  arrangement with t h e  New York S t a t e  Kis-borical A s s o c i ~ t i o n  t h a t  a l l  



from t h e  :ooperstown Graduate Programs would be denosi ted wi th  
the  Ass0cia;ion. This c m l d  be done without  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  being too  
unhappy because a l l  mater ia l s  were bought from funds under con t rac t  with 
the  Association and, t he re fo re ,  were not  d i r e c t  s t a t e  funds. The Associat ion 
buys a i l '  t he  mater ia l ,  f i l m ,  t ape ,  video tape, e t c . .  The s tuden t s  a r e  t o l d  
t h a t  a l l  mater ia l s  a re  provided by the  programs and t h a t  t he  manuscripts, 
t apes ,  Z i l m s ,  a n d  s l i d e s  t u r n e d * i n  belosng t o  t h e  archive-.-but t h e  contents  
are the5rs.  I n  our co l l ec t ions ,  inc luding  the  ones deoosited wi th  us o r  
donated t o  us  by o the r  p e o ~ l e ,  l i k e  the  Eskin c o l l e c t i o n ,  we w r i t e  o r  t h e  
'person request ing nermission wr i t e s  t o  t h e  donor f o r  any major pub l i ca t ion  

t h e  material .  They may quote m a l l  por t ions  from t h e  s tudent  f i l e s  i f  
they give c r e d i t  t o  t h e  c d l e c t o r .  But i f  any major ma te r i a l  i s  being taken 
from t h e  co l l ec t ion ,  they  must have permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  person - who donated t h e  co l l ec t ion .  Use is r e s t r i c t e d  p r imar i ly  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  
echolars;  however, w r i t e r s  of  r e l a t ed  books i n  the  f o l k  f i e l d  r e f e r r e d  by 
a s c h o l a r ' a r e  a l s o  allowed t o  use c e r t a i n  mater ia l s ,  Our b igges t  prbblem 
f-s what should b e  do with requests  from junior  high school  and high school  
zeachers who must t e a c h . f o l k l o r e  a s  p a r t  of - the i r  curriculum i n  up-s ta te  
New York. This one we have not  solved, e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c s  they too  donate 
n a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  archive. We g e t  reques ts  from o the r  groups, too;  which i s  a 
~ r o b l e m  rue have not  completely solved. We have ma te r i a l s  from t h e  Up-State 
Survey of Craftsmen and P e r f o r ~ e r s  under a  grant  t o  t h e  New York Folk lore  
Socie ty ,  They a r e  deposited i n  t h e  a rchive  and a r e  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  open t o  
any member of t h e  New Ynrk Folitlore Socie ty  because t h e  m ~ t c r i a l  belongs t o  
the  Society. ~ h a t ' w e  haven ' t  worked out  yet .  

T h e r e a s o n  f o r  depos i t ing  wi th  t h e  Associat ion,  r a t h e r  t h m  wi th  t h e  
Universi ty,  i s  t h a t  the  Associat ion i s  a non--profi& organizat ion.  We a r e  
no t  faced with some of  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of being wi th in  a  s t a t e  o f  
governmental organiza t ion  and t h e  ques t ions  of s h i f t i n g  emphasis through 
time, The ma te r i a l  from New York S t a t e  and w i l l  r cna in  with a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  
dedica ted  t o  f o l k l o r e  i n  New York. The advantage of being non-governmental 
was re inforced  when one s tuden t  came i n  and wanted t o  d o  a  mas ter ' s  t h e s i s  on 
cock f igh t ing ,  and some neople frorm a l i t t l e  on cock f igh t ing .  This . 

p r o j e c t  bothered me a s  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  a x h i v e ,  so  1 a ~ k e d  f o r  a  l c g a l  
opin ion  from t h e  Universi ty lawyers. They sa id  he was l i b e l  f o r  anything 
t h a t  happened a t  a  cock f i g h t  even i f  he were not p a r t i c i p a t i n g  bu t  was t h e r e  
only  as a renorter-observer ,  I n  addi t ion ,  2 . 3  f ~ c u l t y  member t h a t  made such 
an assignment was a l s o  r e s ~ o n s i b l e .  1 d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  p ro jec t  was dme ,  o r  
a t  l e a s t  no one was t o l d  about it. These kinds of l e g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  
not  necessa r i ly  imposed by a non-governmental zgency, 

A s  f a r  a s  use, we have th ree  types  of pro tec ted  ma te r i a l  bes ides  asking f o r  
permission from t h e  c o l l e c t o r .  Me have a  c losed  f i l e , t h a t  i s  i n  the  v a u l t  
of  New Yorlc S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Association. This c losed  f i l e  has two types  
of  ma te r i a l ,  complete manuscripts and, more of ten ,  one o r  two pages from a 
t r a n s c r i p t i o n  (blank pages a r e  l e f t  i n  t h e  manuscript i n  t h e  open a rch ive ) .  
It a l s o  contains s e a l e d e n ~ d o p e s  with t h e  names of  informants i n  s e n s i t i v e  
a reas ,  such a s  t r a d i t i o n a l  f i s h i n g  hab i t s  o f  up-state  New York, which a r e  
mostly i l l e g a l .  A l l  t h e  informants: names Bre sea l ed  i n  the  Associa t ion ' s  
v a u l t  wi th  a  w r i t t e n  assura:~ce from t h e  d i r e c t o r  and t h e  board of New York 



S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Associat ion t h a t  t hey  wquld not  r e l e a s e  t h e  ma te r i a l  under 
any circumstance and would go t o  cour t  t o  p ro tec t  t h i s  p r iv i l eged  information. 
So t h a t ' s  t h e  wav we t r y  t o  p r o t e c t  ourse lves  and our  informants.  Since 
we ' re  going t o  have open discussion,  could I throw out  my ques t ion  t o  t h e  
panel? Coming from the  motion pLcture indus t ry  be fo re  I came t o  the  archive 
and teaching i n  Cooperstown, we always had t o  have r e l eases  s igned  by every 
i nd iv idua l  t h a t  we took a photograph o f ,  and we gave them a d o l l a r  which was 
supposed t o  make it l ega l .  It doesn ' t !  For example, Sandy (Edward Ives)  
was asking about  g e t t i n g  everybody t o  s i g n  r e l e a s e  forms f o r  pro tec t ion .  
However, i n  motion p i c t u r e s  i f  you put  a p ic tu re  i n  a  context t h a t  can be 
in t e rp re t ed  a s  l i b e l o u s ,  i t  doesn ' t  mat te r  whether they 've  given you a r e l e a s e  
o r  not .  I h a t  i s  l i b e l  sometimes i s  a v e r v  i n t e r e s t i n g  and complicated quest ion.  
So some of the  mechanisms here  look l i k e  vou l re  p ro tec t ed  by law but you ' re  
not .  Our a rch ive  has thrown t h i s  type of  th ing  ou t .  I t ' s  a cumbersome 
rou t ine  anyway, and i t ' s  a scarey  procedure f o r  both s tudent  c o l l e c t o r s  and 
informants.  lde haved had t o  f a l l  back on e t h i c s ,  e s n e c i a l l y  ind iv idua l  e t h i c s .  
Not only t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  and e t h i c a l  approach of  t h e  d i r2ec tor  who has t o  make 
the  dec is ion ,  b u t  t h e  c o l l e c t o r  himself and t h e  informant a r e  being brought 
a  l i t t l e  b i t  more i n t o  what i s  happening, I won' t  go i n t o  s t o r i e s  about 
d e t a i l s ,  bu t  I want t o  emphasize t h i s  - i f  we're  going t o  spend our time 
worrying about t h e  l e g a l i s t i c  age t h a t  we're  i n ,  then  we're going t o  have 
another  one of those  blocks t h a t  s t o p s  us from gather ing  data ,  and a r e  no t  
going t o  have time t o  enjoy our work. If we develop wi th in  our  own s e l v e s  
and i n  t h e  profess ion ,  t h e  e t h i c s ,  t hen  - no problem. lqe can t a k e  a chance 
on t h e  two o r  t h r e e  per  cent  who may cause us d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

Discussion 

Discussion fol lowing t h e  panel  comments was informal  and speakers  were 
o f t e n n o t  ider l t i f ied .  The main a r?a  of  content ion l a y  i n  t h e  two opposing 
ques t ions  each a r c h i v i s t  must ask himself i n  regards t o  the  handling of 
s e n s i t i v e  mater ia l s .  F i r s t  he must cons ider  whether as a respons ib le  
employee of  an i n s t i t u t i o n ,  he has a  right: t o  t a k e  a chance on beha l f  of  
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and perhaps thereby jeopardize t h e  whole program involved 
wi th  t h e  archive.  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, a s  a p ro fes s iona l  t r a i n e d  t o  consider  
the  needs of s e r i o u s  s c h o l a r l y  research,  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  can only be dismayed 
a t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  of withholding s e n s i t i v e  ma te r i a l s  from i n t e r e s t e d  
scho la r s  who could otherwise use  t h e  ma te r i a l s  i n  t h e i r  research.  

One d iscussant  suggested t h a t  t h e  r i s k  might a s  we l l  be assumed s i n c e  
i n t e r e s t e d  o a r t i e s  w i l l  f i n d  a way t o  t h e  information the J want, t h e  a r c h i v i s t  
notwithstanding. He emnhasized h i s  po in t  with a  re ference  t o  t w o  c o l l e c t i o n s  
of d r a f t  dodger l o r e  t h a t  myster iously disappeared from h i s  a rchive  and 
quiet$y reappeared a  week l a t e r .  E l l en  S t e k e r t  c losed  t h e  d i scuss ion  with 
t he  suggest ion t h a t  f o l k l o r i s t s  and a r c h i v i s t s  might j o i n  wi th  o t h e r  s o c i a l  
s c i e n t i s t s  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  develop a r i g h t  of' immunity o r  p r i v i l e g e d  infor -  
mation t o  p r o t e c t  themselves and t h e i r  informants. 




