TRADITIONAL ARTS INDIANA

Elder Music Series

Helen Kiesel’s
Accordion

] Music from
@) Southwestern
Indiana




Growing up, accordion player Helen Kiesel went to the dancehall and tavern
across the road from her parents’ home in Hornville in rural Vanderburgh County.
The old waltzes, schottisches, polkas, and fiddle tunes sparked her interest in music,
which inspired her to take lessons from Sister Johnette Finis, a Benedictine nun
from nearby Ferdinand. Helen later studied at the Campbell Accordion Studio in
Evansville. Now, she regularly performs at area senior centers and nursing homes,
as well as the weekly church services at Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in
Haubstadt. She enjoys when nursing home residents sing along and dance to familiar
tunes. “They tell me stories about how they would get together at their homes
growing up. The neighbors would roll back the rug, and somebody would be playing
accordion music, and they would all be dancing there in their living room. They like
the accordion music because that’s what they grew up with.”

Jon Kay
Traditional Arts Indiana



On an unseasonably mild Valentine’s
Day in 2022, Helen Kiesel warmly
welcomed Jon Kay and me to her home
as we carried in armfuls of recording
equipment. Helen had prepared for
our visit by bringing out a collection

of childhood photos and memorabilia,
which she displayed on her kitchen
table. The bright morning sun shone
through the window. Two 120-bass

key accordions, one traditional and
one electric, stood ready in the corner
for Helen’s performance. Her diverse list of tunes, hand-written on four sheets of heavy
cardstock, contained hundreds of songs compiled from a wide array of influences. She
performed German polkas, marches and schottisches, European folk and children’s songs,
old-time country, hymns and gospel melodies—reflecting the rich musical tradition of
Southwestern Indiana. While this recording represents only a small selection of Helen’s
vast musical repertoire, she is excited to share it with her family, friends, and community.

Kyle Fulford
Co-Producer

“I don’t know what I would do if I couldn’t
play...I just love it. I love playing for the people.”

~ Helen Kiesel






Elder Music Series
This limited series of recordings aims to celebrate the talents of older musicians
and create a rich archive of Indiana’s diverse living musical traditions.

Recording Notes

Recorded live at the home of Helen and Bob Kiesel with a matched pair of
Neumann KM184 microphones mounted on a stereo bar in an X-Y miking
technique. The signal was amplified and panned for matching stereo response
and recorded on a Sound Devices MixPre-3. No artificial reverb or other effects
were used in the production of this recording.

Jon Kay: Project Director, Producer, and Field Recording Engineer

Kyle Fulford: Field Recording Engineer, Audio Editing, Technical Support, and Liner Notes
Mike Bridavsky: Mastering Engineer

Claire Gillett: Text Editing
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Emily Bryant: Graphic Designer, Text Editing
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Helen Kiesel’s Accordion

Music from Southwestern Indiana
Recorded live at the home of Helen & Bob Kiesel in Haubstadt, Indiana, February 14, 2022.

1. Medley - There'll Be a Hot Time in the Old Town Tonight; 11. Bicycle Built for Two 1:48
Hail Hail the Gang's all Here 1:43 Harry Dacre, 1892

Theodore August Metz, 1896; Arthur Sullivan, 1917 12. Medley - Polly Wolly Doodle: Oh, Them Golden Slippers; She’ll Be

2. Red Wing 1:2/ Coming ‘Round the Mountain; Oh, Susanna; Turkey in the Straw 3:45
F.A. Mills with lyrics by Thurland Chattaway, 1907 Dan Emmett, 1843; James A. Bland, 1879; Trad.; Stephen Foster, 1848: Trad.
3. Over the Waves 1:36 13. Goodnight, Irene 1:53

Juventino Rosas, 1888 Huddie Ledbetter, 1933

4. Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree With Anyone Else But Me 1:29  14. Take Me Out to the Ball Game 1:13
Thomas Haynes Bayly, 1833, based on the original melody from Jack Norworth and Albert Von Tilzer, 1908

Long Long Ago 15. Under the Double Eagle 2:20
5. Beer Barrel Polka 2:11 J.F.Wagner, 1893
Jaromir Vejvoda, 192/

16. The Old Rugged Cross 2:04
6. Medley - Lauterbach 3:00 (George Bennard, 1912
SR N g 17.In The Garden 2:01
/. You Are My Sunshine 1:45 C. Austin Miles, 1913

Jimmie Davis and Charles Mitchell, 1940 18 What 2 Friend We Have in Jesus 156

8. Mockingbird Hill 1:28 Charles Crozat Converse with lyrics by Joseph M. Scriven, 1868

Calle Jularbo, 1915

9. Redlﬂwer Valley 2:08 ca IE#EED#&%NT

Canadian Folk Song e 2 H s

10. Wooden Heart 1:40 m TRADITIONAL ARTS INDIANA  owmwna anrs 2 A Tﬂtgmr
- : COMMISSION a

German Folk Song
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