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Program for Cooperative Cataloging Task Group on Gender

Charged in August 2022 for a two-year term

An offshoot of the PCC Ad Hoc Task Group on Recording Gender in Personal Name 
Authority Records (2021-2022)

● Recommended removal of field 375 (Gender)

Charged to issue best practices and guidelines for both implementation of the 
previous task group's report as well as for gender in PCC bibliographic and authority 
metadata beyond field 375

Draft report completed November 2024

● PCC Policy Committee accepted with comments in December 2024

Recommendations aligned with final report of SCS Task Group on Privacy in Name 
Authority Records (2023-2025; not yet accepted by PoCo)



Programmatic removal of MARC Authority 375

OCLC was given permission by LC to delete field 375 in August 2023

1.3M name authority records included field 375

After three weeks, LC asked us to pause the program due to system issues

● Only 28K records were edited

Following the cyberattack on the British Library catalogue in October 2023, we 
were asked to stop the project until BL systems could handle the workflow

Currently 1.24M name authority records include field 375



Guidelines for recording name changes
Principles informed by the Trans Metadata Collective and the Name Change Policy Working Group

Former names will still appear in bibliographic records

Variant access points are optional in RDA

Former names and information recorded in an NAR will indefinitely be retained in the OCLC file of LC superseded 
versions of the record–err on the side of privacy

Do not “dig” for former names

Consider evidence of a change in usage sufficient justification for a new or revised NAR as needed

When in doubt about the validity of any information, contact people for clarification, and honor all requests from 
people to remove or exclude former names from NAR

If a former name has been removed or not recorded, indicate that in a Cataloger’s Note (667) and/or source 
citation (670), as a signal to other catalogers to prevent the name from being added, or added again



Recommendations for working with name changes

A public announcement of a name change should be considered an official 
indication of how a person wishes to be addressed.

Acceptable sources include:

● Announcements of forthcoming publications
● Public (unlocked) social media posts

🚫Do not use information from private (locked) social media posts.



Key principles for handling name changes

✔ Use the most recently established name over a name justified by literary 
warrant.

✔ If the author provides consent, record it in the 670 field with the date of 
confirmation.

✔ If no consent is given, document this in the 667 field.

✔ For deceased individuals, do not add former names or create links unless 
warranted by publication history.

✔ Prioritize the author’s stated preferences, even if they have not yet published 
under their current name.

For additional guidance on name changes and consent, refer to 
Section 3.2 of the Trans Metadata Collective’s Metadata Best 
Practices for Trans and Gender Diverse Resources.



(Some) Example scenarios
● Author has never published under their former name but has published under their current name

○ Action: Do not record a 400 field for the former name
■ 100 1\ $a LastName, CurrentName 

● Author has published under both names and has explicitly consented to linking them
○ Action: Retain both names with a 400 field and document consent in a 667 note

■ 100 1\ $a LastName, CurrentName  
400 1\ $w nne $a LastName, FormerName  
667 \\ $a Per stated desire of author on [date], cross-reference to former name is acceptable.

● Author has published under both names but prefers they remain unlinked.
○ Action: Create two separate records with 667 notes stating that cross-referencing is not permitted.

■ 100 1\ $a LastName, FormerName  
667 \\ $a Do not provide cross-references between variant names in 500 per author request on 
[date].  

■ 100 1\ $a LastName, CurrentName  
667 \\ $a Do not provide cross-references between variant names in 500 per author request on 
[date].



Recommendation for working with gendered associated 
information
100 1\ $c [Occupation used to distinguish between names]

USE 100 1\ $a LastName, FirstName $c (Singer)

Or

USE 100 1\ $a LastName, FirstName $c (Soprano)

[Note: Soprano designates a vocal range and not necessarily an associated 
gender.]

NOT 100 1\ $a LastName, FirstName $c (Boy soprano)



Recommendation for working with gendered associated 
information

374 [Occupation]

USE 374 \\ $a Composers $2 lcsh

Or 

USE 374 \\ $a Composers $2 lcdgt

NOT 374 \\ $a Women composers $2 lcsh

386 [Creator/Contributor Characteristics]

DO NOT USE 386 \\ $a Gay men $2 lcdgt



Recommendation for working with gendered associated 
information

670 [Citation for a consulted source]

USE 670 \\ $a What to listen for in music, 1939.

Or 

USE 670 \\ $a Author’s What to listen for in music, 1939.

NOT 670 \\ $a His What to listen for in music, 1939.



Recommendations for Working with Audience and Creator 
Contributor Characteristics (MARC bibliographic fields 385 & 386)

Key Principle: Avoid Gendered Terminology
🚫 Do not use gendered terms in MARC Bibliographic 385 (Audience Characteristics) or 386 
(Creator/Contributor Characteristics).

Why?

● Incomplete Representation
● Subjectivity & Interpretation
● Risk vs. Benefit

What to Avoid?

✔ Explicit gendered descriptors (e.g., "women composers," "songs for boys")
✔ Implicit gendered language in any vocabulary, including non-English sources



Recommendations for future work with Wikidata

Handling Gender Data in Wikidata
Sex or Gender (P21) is flagged as a privacy-sensitive property (Q44601380).

Guidelines recommend only adding this information if it is widely public knowledge or openly provided by the individual.

However, contributors may not always follow these guidelines, leading to:

● Inaccurate or outdated gender data
● Bulk edits that add gender information without individual review

Best Practices for Reviewing Gender Data

✔ Carefully check statements—especially if they lack sources.

✔ Verify sources—many are imported from unsourced Wikipedia entries or unreliable references.

✔ Use discussion pages—Talk pages can provide valuable insight into how gender properties are debated and applied.



Key Wikidata Projects on Gender

WikiProject LGBT/Gender

● Established in 2013
● Provides a data model, discussions, and examples
● Advocates for separating gender from transgender status

WikiProject Personal Pronouns

● Offers best practices and decision trees for handling pronoun representation in Wikidata
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