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In August of 2005 a massive tropical storm came roaring
from the Gulf of Mexico with winds in excess of 120

mph. This would become known as Hurricane Katrina,
and it left hundreds of thousands homeless and 1800 dead
with a estimated 14 billion dollars in total cost. This was
the greatest natural disaster in modern history and exposed
a blatant lack of communication, readiness, and corruption
in our government’s response to this crisis.



Bottom pic is 9t Ward from
PBS.COM




PICTURE IS FROM
CNN.COM

AMAYGETTY IMAGES

LIARIONT A

I Will be using several primary
sources that rage from CNN, Fox
News, the NYT, New Orleans
Police Department statistics and
several other News reports and
Government committee
meetings.




Another book I will be using is a secondary source
called Katrina: After the flood by Gary Riven. It was
published August 11% 2015 by Simon Shcuster. This
book is a secondary source but contains firsthand
accounts from people and focuses on how No rebuilt
itself. Although it said first- hand accounts I am going
to err on the side of caution because it was released 10
years later



The question(s) I am asking are How were the people
of New Orleans treated mostly the poor African
Americans of the 9" ward which made up 98% of the
population. What crimes were committed and how did
the crimes effect the people when there was no police
presence around.



For me this topic is important because I think we still
se today the racial inequality in not only disaster relief
but law enforcement in general of minority
communities

We have seen thru out history of this country the
injustices that are done based on race and I am hoping
to shed a little light on it.

Also when we talk about Katrina its never about the
atrocities committed or the horrible conditions the poor
people primarily African Americans went thru



My thesis for this paper/power point is to show the
racial inequality in help offered and the lack of
protection for the poor peoples property and their
physical wellbeing and to point out that the hell that the
refugees went thru when they were finally rescued and
moved to the Superdome.
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(per 100,000) peaple

Year Murders Population

2003 274 467,761
2004 26 461,915

Although this is showing 2005 211 -
murder rates of the 72.9 006 160 08 548
In 2006 36 percent were hate 2007 210 2RB.1153
crime murders 2008 179 336,644
Which most stayed unsolved 2009 174 354 850

2010 1237 xe




The people of the 9" ward and various other poor
neighborhoods were moved to the New Orleans
Superdome where they were forced to live in squalor
conditions with no police presence no clean running
water and poor sanitary conditions The crimes were
horrible with no police presence, A young woman
named Anastasia who was 25 then reported it to the
police that she was raped but they dismissed it as false.

There were reports filed of massive amounts of rape,
robbery and general lawlessness

Picture is The Superdome taken by The Gaurdian in
2005
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A Ny post article written in 2005 by
Lukas Alpart called Nightmare of
Robbery, Filth, Rape and death
describes how when the busses arrived
at the Superdome with 25,000 refugees
everything fell apart. According to the
report there was little food, overflowing
toilets, stifling heat and very little water

The article said that children slept in
pools of urine, there was crack vials
everywhere, gunfire up and down the
halls, human waste everywhere. There
was two reports of rape one being a 7-
year old gril the other the
aforementioned 25-year-old Anastasia
and 3 people died that is known one
suicide and two patients who were
already sick.

The racial make up was mostly African
Americans from the 9" ward and other
poor neighborhoods.




There were several crimes committed by police including the
shooting of unarmed civilians that would be called the Danziger
Bridge Massacre.

5 New Orleans police officers were dispatched to Danziger
bridge with the reports of officer under fire. This turned out to be
false and when law enforcement arrived, they opened fire on 5
civilians killing 2 people one 17-year old James Bursett and 40-
year-old Ronald Madison and wounded 3 others. All of the
victims were African American. Three of the four officers were
white and one black the 5 officer was a white detective who
helped cover up the murders.

NOPD Officers Kenneth Bowen, Robert Faulcon JR., Robert
Giseviuvs Jr., and Anthony Villisaso III were all involved whith
Villisaso being the one who tried to cover up the murder

Photo: Danziger Bridge, NOLA.COM



The officers involved were given 25-year murder
sentences and Villisaso was given 15 years for the
attempted cover up.

This conviction was overturned in 2007 and took 6
more years to get a new conviction however they plead
guilty to violating civil rights of a person and got 3
years in prison which is a far cry from blatant on
camera murders.

This just goes to show the systemic racism that remains
in the south.

When asked why they were given such sweet deals the
prosecutor said no comment



In conclusion we see then but also now the way the
poor minorities are treated .I am not a bleeding heart
but thru this research and reading some more Howard
Zinn books I think it is still a relevant issue on the topic
of racial inequality in both times of need and law
enforcment
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