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• https://yout
ube.com/clip/U
gkx5GA6Q1zf1cJ
TrzhlhT7MN4ipJ
q2VUEkh?featur
e=shared 

It started with a map… 
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To create another map 
marking a travel route…

1. Find a historic map, and another one, and another 
one… (count to 112) to locate places and roads, check 
geo names (they have been changed several times 
and written in different languages), identify features of 
landscape, collect data. 

2. Using georeferenced historic maps, create layers on the 
web map, check coordinates and clean data. 
3. Experiment with different DH tools to find out what works 
for the project (still work in progress as things get more 
complicated)
4. Link travelogues, maps, photographs, and databases of 
plants and see what happens (working on it!). 



Follow the expeditions (and find out that Google maps are mostly blank in 
these areas and there is no internet connection in the mountains). Why are 
they blank and what happened with the places and landscapes? 



Book project with a digital companion 
Introduction. Building, Mapping, and Picturing the Russian Empire 
from Siberia to Turkestan.
StoryMap #A “The Russian Empire’s Borderlands: Expansion.
Chapter 1. “Blank Spaces”:  In Search of “Unknown” Lands: 
Exploration and Knowledge Production. 
StoryMap #1 “From Siberia to Turkestan: Explorers and Exploration”. 
Chapter 2.  Climbing the Mountains.
StoryMap #2 “Mountains of the Empire”.
Chapter 3. “Snow White”: Glaciers.
StoryMap #3 “Ice and Snow: Exploring Glaciers” .
Chapter 4. “Dark Blue Lines”: Empire of Rivers.
StoryMap #4 “Waterscapes of Empire: Rivers of Power”. 
Chapter 5. “Blue Circles”: Lakes.
Story Map #5 “Waterscapes of Empire”: Hidden Treasures of Lakes.
Chapter 6. “Green Zones”: Steppes and Forests. 
StoryMap #6 “Trees, Flowers, and Crops”.
Chapter 7. “Pinpoints”: Settlements.
StoryMap #7 “Centers of the Imperial Periphery”.
Chapter 8. “Solid and Dashed Lines”: Imperial Infrastructure. 
StoryMap #8 “Connecting and Dividing Infrastructure of Empire”. 
Conclusion.
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