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FORTY THIRD ANNUAL MEETING 

OF THE 

AMERICAN FOLK-LORE SOCIETY 

The regular meeting of the American Folk-Lore Society was held at 
Williams Hall, Andover, Massachusetts, on December 28, 1931 at two 
o'clock. 

The Secretary's, Treasurer's, and Editor's reports were accepted as 
read. 

The following officers were elected: 

PRESIDENT, Martha W. Beckwith. 

VICE-PRESIDENT, Elsie Clews Parsons. 

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT, Stith Thompson. 
SECRETARY, Gladys A. Reichard. 

TREASURER, Ruth M. Underhill. 

COUNCILLORS: For term ending 1932: A. M. Tozzer, J. R. Swanton, 
John F. Spargo, Robert Redfield, Mellinger Henry. 

For term ending 1933: J. F. Dobie, F. G. Speck, A. I. Hallowell, 
Archer Taylor, Clark Wissler, Albert Muntsch. 

For term ending 1934: A. L. Kroeber, Louise Pound, Frederica de 

Laguna, Mrs. C. W. Ward, Laurence Foster. 

The following papers were read: 

Robert H. Lowie, The prose style of the Crow Indians. 
Ruth M. Underhill, Literary aspects of Papago songs. 
Albert Muntsch, Notes on the language and folklore of the Caribs of 

British Honduras. 
Richard Thurnwald, Some African institutions in process of change. 
George P. Jackson, Old hymns hidden in Negro spirituals. 
Gladys A. Reichard, Some phases of art in Melanesia (Lantern). 
Dean S. Fansler, Objectives in folklore research. 
The following resolution was proposed by Dean Fansler and approved 

by the Society: 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT inasmuch as the findings of the newer scholarship 

in comparative traditional literature and folklore of the past twenty 
years are of high significance to graduate students of comparative litera- 
ture and cultural anthropology, and inasmuch as European scholars in 
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the field are receiving very definite university recognition and encourage- 
ment through the maintenance of graduate research courses and pro- 
fessorships in folklore, IT IS THE SENSE OF THIS MEETING that the subject 
deserves in America wider university recognition and support than are 
at present accorded it. And BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THEREFORE, THAT 
this Society, appreciating the exacting requirements of research in the 
field of comparative traditional literature and folklore, both because of 
the wide linguistic equipment necessary and because of the almost 
limitless literature of the subject, favors and recommends the establish- 
ment of research courses in comparative traditional literature and folk- 
lore in American universities that already have departments in com- 
parative literature, in foreign languages and literatures, and in anthropo- 
logy. 

Respectfully submitted 
GLADYS A. REICHARD, 

Secretary. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 

The membership of the Society is as follows: 
1930 1931 

Honorary members ....................... 5 5 
Life members ........................... 9 9 
Subscribing members ..................... 307 297 

(of which, Memoir members:) ........... (39) (51) 
Total ................................ 321 311 
Subscribing libraries 

...................... 16o 16o 

We regret greatly the falling off of ten in the usual membership due 
to deaths and apparently the depression. We call attention to the fact 
that our plan, now several years old, of offering Memoir memberships 
seems to become more and more successful. 

The Secretary suggests that a new type of membership called a Memoir 
Life Membership be established, members to receive this title who have 
paid two hundred and fifty dollars of which one hundred and fifty shall 
be considered endowment for a permanent publication fund. 

We are gratified to announce the formation of a new branch society, 
the Missouri branch, due to the interest of Lawrence Foster. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GILADYS A. REICHARD, 

Secretary. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Income 

From General Members, dues for 1931 .... . . $ 412.10 
From Memoir Members, dues for 1931 ........ * 279.50 
From Branch Societies ....................... 335.00 
From Germanistic Society, for German libraries. 17.25 
From Dr. Elsie Clews Parsons for publication 

No. 167 ............................. 443.76 
No. 169 .................... ......... 392.18 
Memoir XXIII ....................... 1258.00 

Income from Permanent Fund ......... ...... 115.50 
Interest on Savings Account ................. 9.00 
Received for address list ................... .. 3.00 
Received for I Index ........................ 3.50 

$ 3268.79 
Balance from 1930 1228.31 

$ 4497.Io 

Expenditures 
Publication and Mailing of Journal and Memoirs 

No. 167 ............................ $ 443.76 
No. 168 ............................. 366.21 
No. 169 ............................. 392.28 
N o. 170o ............. ......... .......... 418.90 
Memoir XXIII ..................... 1258.10 
Memoir XXIV ...................... 735.63 

Editor's Assistant ............. ........ 385.00 
Editor's Expenses, stationery, etc. ............ 23.00 
Secretary's expenses, stationery, etc. .......... . D59.18 
Treasurer's expenses, stationery etc. ......... . 14.50 
To American Anthropological Association 

for expenses of 1930 meeting .......... 6.70 
for expenses of 1931 meeting ........... 13.50 

To bank for 1930 overdraft .................. 3.00 
To bank for collection charge ................ .25 
To bank for collection charge ................ $ 4120.01 4120.01 

Balance for 1931 $ 377.09 

Permanent Fund 

2 50/0 Mortgage Bond Co. of New York bonds for 

$ 1000 $ 2000 
I do. for $ Ioo ..................... .......... Ioo 

$ 2100 

LESLIE A. WHITE, Treasurer. 
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EDITOR'S REPORT. 

Four issues of the Journal have been printed and distributed during 
the year, and the Society wishes to thank Dr. Elsie Clews Parsons for her 
generosity in meeting the expenses of the Southwest number, No. 167, 
and of the Negro number, No. 169. Two of the issues, that containing 
Professor Beckwith's collection of Dakota tales, and that containing 
Professor Espinosa's study of the Tar-baby story, were entirely occupied 
by the single articles. The increasing bulk of collections and the length 
of comparative studies make the pressure of material for publication a 
more and more serious matter. It is greatly to be hoped that the Society 
will soon be able to afford the issue of Journals of increased size, and 
that it can acquire a fund for the publication of Memoirs, so that manu- 
scripts of outstanding importance of Memoir length can be accepted on 
their merits. It is impossible of course during the present depression to 
enlarge the scope of the Society's publications, but such enlargement is 
greatly needed. 

Two Memoirs have been distributed during the current year, Professor 
Andrade's Folk-lore of the Dominican Republic, and Dr. Fauset's Folk- 
lore from Nova Scotia. Both of them have been financed by Dr. Parsons, 
to whom the thanks of the Society are due. Dr. Parson's own large 
collection of folklore from the Antilles, which will probably run to three 
volumes, is at present in process of publication. 

RUTH BENEDICT, Editor. 
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