
w i t h  r e a d i n g s ,  a p p e n d i c e s  a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t y p i c a l  
c o u r s e  p r o j e c t s  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o t  t h e  o n l y  v a l u e  o f  t h e s e  
e s s a y s .  The h i d d e n  agenda  o f  f o l k l o r e  t e a c h e r s  comes 
t o  t h e  f o r e ,  a n d  more  t h a n  o n c e  o n e  s e n s e s  t h e  c l a s h  a n d  
e n s u i n g  n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  I t f o l k l o r e  c r u s a d e r s "  a n d  
t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  b o d y .  The t a s k  o f  a r o u s i n g  
d i s i n t e r e s t e d  s t u d e n t s t  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  
o f  f o l k l o r e  may b e  o n e  r e a s o n  why m o s t  c o n t r i b u t o r s  e m p h a s i z e  
t h e  e v e r - c h a n g i n g  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  c o u r s e .  F i v e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  

d i s c u s s  more  s p e c i a l i z e d  c o u r s e s ,  f o u r  o f  t h e m  d i r e c t e d  
a t  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s .  T h e r e  i s  a d d e d  b e n e f i t  h e r e :  h e r e t o -  
f o r e  c o m p l e t e l y  m y s t e r i o u s  c o u r s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  s u d d e n l y  
a p p e a r  i n  a  new l i g h t .  

The c o n t r i b u t o r s  come f r o m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  a  f e w  f r o m  f o l k l o r e  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m s ,  b u t  m o s t  
h o u s e d  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  a n t h r o p o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t s .  The 
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e s e  t e a c h e r s ,  f i g h t i n g  f o r  b e t t e r  
a n d  more f o l k l o r e  c l a s s e s ,  a s  w e l l  as  f o r  t h e i r  own s t a t u s ,  
d e l i n e a t e  t h e  c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n  o f  f o l k l o r e  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  
Teaching F o l k l o r e  i s  t h e n  n o t  o n l y  a  much n e e d e d  "how 
t o N  book ,  b u t  a  v o l u m e  i n d i r e c t l y  e x p r e s s i n g  c o n c e r n s  
o f  some o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y .  

Hispanic Ar ts  and Ethnohistory i n  the  Southwest: New Papers 
I n s p i r e d  by t h e  Work o f  E.  Boyd. Ed. b y  M a r t a  W e i g l e ,  
w i t h  C l a u d i a  L a r c o m b e  a n d  Samue l  La rcombe.  S a n t a  
Fe,  N.M.: A n c i e n t  C i t y  P r e s s ,  1983. (A S p a n i s h  C o l o n i a l  
A r t s  B o o k )  Pp. x + 4 1 3 ,  i l l u s . ,  p h o t o s ,  b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  
i n d e x .  

R e v i e w e d  b y  T i n a  B u c u v a l a s  

E .  B o y d  was a  p i o n e e r i n g  s c h o l a r  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  
H i s p a n i c  a r t s  i n  New M e x i c o  f r o m  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  u n t i l  h e r  d e a t h  
i n  1974. As C u r a t o r  o f  S p a n i s h  C o l o n i a l  A r t  a t  t h e  Museum 
o f  New M e x i c o  f o r  more  t h a n  25 y e a r s ,  s h e  documented ,  
c o l l e c t e d ,  s t u d i e d  a n d  r e p a i r e d  i n n u m e r a b l e  e x a m p l e s  o f  
H i s p a n i c  a r t s .  B o y d ' s  a r t i c l e s  a n d  b o o k s  o n  New M e x i c o  
H i s p a n i c  t r a d i t i o n s  number o v e r  one  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t s  
s h e  s u r v e y e d  r a n g e d  f r o m  p a i n t i n g  a n d  s c u l p t u r e  t o  t e x t i l e s ,  

j e w e l r y ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a n d  c u s t o m s .  She was p a r t i c u l a r l y  
known f o r  h e r  i n t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  a r t  f o r m s  s u c h  



as san tos .  Boyd's l i f e l o n g  labor  and ded ica t ion  proved 
an i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  co l leagues  and s t u d e n t s ,  many of whom 
have c o n t r i b u t e d  essays  t o  t h i s  volume. 

Hispanic Arts  and Ethnohis to ry  i s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  of 
2 2  essays  divided i n t o  s e c t i o n s  on E .  Boyd, Hispanic Ar t s ,  
P r e s e r v a t i o n ,  and Hispanic E thnohis to ry .  The book i s  
a t t r a c t i v e ,  wel l-organized,  and amply i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  
photos and engravings.  Because of t h e  l a r g e  number of 
a r t i c l e s ,  I w i l l  mention only t h e  most noteworthy here .  
The s e c t i o n  on E .  Boyd c o n s i s t s  of a  b iographica l  ske tch  
by Claudia Larcombe and a  rambling,  a s s o c i a t i v e  piece 
on Boyd, i c o n s ,  and s a n t o s  b y  a r t  h i s t o r i a n  Pal Keleman. 
The essay by Larcombe s u p p l i e s  a  s a t i s f y i n g ,  i f  u n i n s p i r e d ,  
look a t  Boyd's p r o f e s s i o n a l  h i s t o r y  and a s s o c i a t i o n s .  

P a r t  11, Hispanic Arts  i n  t h e  Southwest,  c o n t a i n s  
seven a r t i c l e s  on a  wide range of t o p i c s  by some of t h e  
most prominent s c h o l a r s  on New Mexico m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e .  
Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  a r t i c l e  by Bainbridge Bunting, 
Thomas R .  Lyons, and Margil Lyons on I tPeni tente  Brotherhood 
Moradas and Their Arch i tec ture . I t  Based on an ex tens ive  
survey of t h e  e x t a n t  moradas, or meetinghouses of t h e  
Pen i ten te  Brotherhood, during the  1970s. t h e  au thors  d e l i -  
n e a t e  the  h i s t o r y  and c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  of the  Brotherhood, 
then explore  rnorada a r c h i t e c t u r e  through t e x t  and photos.  
Although b r i e f ,  Marta Weigle 's  essay on ttSome New Mexican 
Grandmothers: A Note on t h e  WPA W r i t e r s t  Program i n  New 
Mexico" c o n t r i b u t e s  va luab le  documentation on a  f a s c i n a t i n g  
t o p i c .  As t h e  f i r s t  concerted n a t i o n a l  program of f o l k  
c u l t u r a l  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  WPA p r o j e c t s  mer i t  our a t t e n t i o n  
f o r  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of American f o l k l i f e  during t h e  
1930s and 40s. In l l A  Conversat ion w i t h  S a i n t  I s i d o r :  The 
Teachings of t h e  E lders , "  Charles  L .  Briggs p r e s e n t s  and 
ana lyzes  a  s a n t e r a t s  pedagogical d i scuss ion  of a  h y m n  
t o  S t .  I s i d o r e .  Briggs no tes  t h a t  t h e  hymn provided a  
means through which t h e  s a n t e r o  informed him of b a s i c  
c u l t u r a l  t e n e t s  and t h a t  i t  a l s o  func t ioned  as  a  br idge 
l i n k i n g  pas t  and presen t  values of symbols. For those 
who have read B r i g g t s  The Woodcarvers of Cordova, Neu 
Mexico (1980) ,  t h i s  essay p r e s e n t s  i n t e r e s t i n g  supplementary 
in format ion .  



The e c l e c t i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  a r t i c l e s  
o n  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  as  w e l l  
a s  on t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  C o l o n i a l  A r t s  S o c i e t y  
a n d  t h e  S m i t h s o n i a n  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s a n t o s .  The l a t t e r  t w o  
e s s a y s  a r e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  v a l u e  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  
movement ,  p r e c i p i t a t e d  b y  t h e  c e n t e n n i a l  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y ,  t o  r e c o r d  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
h i s t o r y  o f  A m e r i c a n  f o l k l o r i s t i c  s c h o l a r s h i p .  

I f o u n d  P a r t  I V ,  H i s p a n o  E t h n o h i s t o r y ,  t o  b e  t h e  
m o s t  r e a d a b l e  a n d  e x c i t i n g  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  book  b e c a u s e  
many o f  t h e  e s s a y s  e s t a b l i s h e d  l i n k s  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  
a s p e c t s  o f  New M e x i c o  H i s p a n i c  c u l t u r e  a n d  p r o v i d e d  i n t e r p r e -  
t i v e  c o m e n t a r y .  W i l l i a m  W r o t h ' s  " L a  S a n g r e  de C r i s t o :  
H i s t o r y  a n d  S y m b o l i s m ' '  t r a c e s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p o p u l a r  
l e g e n d s  a b o u t  t h e  n a m i n g  o f  t h e  S a n g r e  de C r i s t o  m o u n t a i n s  
a n d  e x a m i n e s  t h e  s y m b o l i s m  o f  t h e  name w i t h i n  H i s p a n i c  
c u l t u r e .  W r o t h  d o e s  an e x c e l l e n t  j o b  o f  b o t h  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
r e s e a r c h  a n d  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  d r a w s  u p o n  r e l i g i o u s ,  c o m m e r c i a l ,  
a n d  n a m i n g  t r a d i t i o n s .  "Naming  o f  P l a c e s  i n  S p a n i s h  New 
M e x i c o ' '  b y  Thomas J. S t e e l e  l i k e w i s e  s u p p l i e s  an i n t r i g u i n g  
p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  n a m i n g  t r a d i t i o n s  b y  b a s i n g  t h e  a n a l y s i s  
o n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  c u l t u r a l  p a r a d i g m s  
o f  t h e  H i s p a n i c  a n d  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  g r o u p s  i n  New M e x i c o .  
S t e e l e  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  H i s p a n i c s  t a m e d  n a t u r a l  s i t e s  
a n d  i n c o r p o r a t e d  them i n t o  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  b e s t o w a l  o f  names. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  
e s s a y s  o n  c h u r c h  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  c o l o n i a l  v e h i c l e s ,  women 
a n d  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  
e n c o m i e n d a  e c o n o m i c s ,  a n d  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b o o k s .  
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  v o l u m e  c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  a  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  B o y d ' s  
w o r k s .  

H i s p a n i c  A r t s  a n d  E t h n o h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  S o u t h w e s t  p e r f o r m s  
a n  i m p o r t a n t  s e r v i c e  b y  d r a w i n g  t o g e t h e r  an a p p r e c i a b l e  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  w r i t i n g s  a b o u t  New M e x i c a n  a r t s  a n d  h i s t o r y .  
W i t h  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  a d d r e s s e d ,  t h i s  w o r k  w i l l  
b e  o f  b e n e f i t  t o  a n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  New M e x i c a n  t r a d i t i o n a l  
c u l t u r e  o r  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  f o l k l o r i s t i c  s c h o l a r s h i p  i n  
t h e  S o u t h w e s t .  W h i l e  t h e  e s s a y s  a r e  n o t  o f  a  c o n s i s t e n t  
e x c e l l e n c e ,  many c o m b i n e  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  v a l u a b l e  
i n s i g h t  w i t h  g o o d  w r i t i n g .  Too o f t e n  i t  h a p p e n s  t h a t  
s c h o l a r s  u n d e r t a k e  i n n o v a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  i s  n o t  c o n t i n u e d  



a f t e r  h i s l h e r  dea th .  I t  i s  c o m f o r t i n g  t o  f i n d  ev idence  
i n  t h i s  volume t h a t  so many c a r r y  on i n  b o t h  s p i r i t  and 
s u b j e c t  t h e  work o f  E .  Boyd. 


