
FC RE?;!O RL) 
'The S to ry  of El-Sayyid Ahmad El-Badawi with 

Fatma +Bint-Birry 
Hasan nli.. El-Shamy 

El-Sayyid Ahmad El-Badawi (1200?-1276) is  one of t h e  thousands of 
mashayikh, i . e .  s a i n t s ,  who a r e  venerated i n  Egypt. H i s  s h r i n e ,  . 
which grew t o  include a t h e o l o g i c a l  co l l ege  fashioned a f t e r  al-Azhar, 
is  loca ted  i n  t h e  c i t y  of Tanta  (p rev ious ly  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Tandata) 
i n  t h e  Nile  Del ta .  Ahmad i s  one of t h e  most powerful s a i n t s ;  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  of h i s  c u l t  is  represented  by i t s  appeal  t o  huge segments 
of  t h e  Egyptian populat ion (as we l l  a s - t o  people outs ide  ~ g y p t )  
and by t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of t h e  func t ions  normally assigned t o  him. 

Ahmad is  be l ieved  t o  perform such s o l a r ,  Olympian func t ions  as 
"supporting Ear thw i n  space ,  absorbing c a l a m i t i e s  on behalf  of 
mankind, and achieving major m i l i t a r y  f e a t s ;  he is  a l s o  acc red i t ed  
with accomplishments of a  more personal  na ture  such as helping t o  
give a  l e s s  p a i n f u l  c h i l d b i r t h ,  l o c a t e  a missing person, o r  pass  a 
school  examination. H i s  image comprises a v a r i e t y  of t ra i ts  ranging 
from those  of a warlord t o  those  o f  a joker. 

Ahmad's c u l t  i s  deeply rooted i n  S u f i  (myst ic )  f o l k  philosophy and 
r i t u a l s ;  it involves  organized brotherhoods ($uruq ; ' s ing .  -$a reeqah) ,  
group performances of rituals which l ead  t o  e m i c  e x p e r m c e s ,  
and r h e t o r i c a l  poe t i c  expressions.  Ahmad is  t h e  only s a i n t  who has 
t h r e e  major t r a d i t i o n a l  n a r r a t i v e  poems which may be c a l l e d  e p i c s ;  
t hese  t e l l  of h i s  hero ic  supe rna tu ra l  deeds. I n  t h i s  t e x t ,  khmad 
e n t e r s  i n t o  combat wi th  a woman named Fatma Bint-Eirry and he r  
armies , 

A more lengthy  in t roduc t ion  t o  t h i s  ep ic  w i l l  be published i n  
Volume 1 0 ,  no. 1 o f  t h e  Folklore Forum, 
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First P a r t  
, - 

1 Upon you. I have r e l i e d ,  Lord o f  Lords  ! 
You a r e  m y  means i n  e v e r y  a f f a i r . .  

If you were' t o -  fo rg ive  me and redeem my s i n ,  
t h e r e  would be n o  fear over me and I would not .have a ca re .^  

You; whom t h e  lowly  World has l u r e d  ( f a s c i n a t e d ) ,  . 
For whom has  the World l a s t e d ?  - .  

It lasted ne i the r  f o r  Eve nor  f o r  Adam, 
Nor - d i d  it las t  f o r  Zain ~ l -  l ~ a b i d e e n l  

5 Many a person is searching for [any means of ]  l i v e l i h o o d ,  
While many a p e r s o n  [with plenty] has an ungrateful. h e a r t  ! . 

, ' Appljcators diminish mountains o f  Koholl 
'And years  diminish t h e  p l e n t i t u d e  . o f  money.' 

. 'God's Men, t h e r e  i s  no fear f o r  them. l 
and t h e r e .  is' no f e a r  f o r  the Supporting !den. 2 

Pen who have divorced t h e  world [i. e. , l i f e ]  of frolic 
And have f o r s w o r n  the commission of s i n s .  

They have an auc t ionee r  and have a prosperous market 
They 'sell and purchase' the unjust ones. 

10 They s e l l  and purchase t h e  d i shones t ,  
And he whom they  dismiss is never w e l l  again.  

And among them is  he who became a s p i c e r  with a saddle-bag.  
S e l l i n g  a l o e  t o  t h e  wounded. 

And among them is he who qlescapaded* and witnessed t h e  Day of 
Resurrect ion 

And witnessed t h e  houris and t h e  ' Paradise-of-Graces, ' 

And among them is  he who became a praiser of the Supporters .  
People always plunge into his honor [backbite him]. 

And among them is he who became a praiser using a tambourine, 
P r a i s e s  the c o n s c i e n c e  of the Disabled. 



15 Men who have divorced n igh t  s l e e p  
To them a r e  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  t h e  Long Road. 

Men whose power i n  t h e  universe  is  evident  
And swore no t  t o  abandon t h e  meagre-ones. 

Talk 1.o b ~ d e n  -you and me r e t u r n s  t 0 - - 

[ t h e  t a l k )  between t h e  Supporting Four. .+ 

And between t h e  qAisawite  , 3  t h e  camel of heavy l o a d s t  
Oh, Abu Far rag ,  your c rescen t  turned  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

Our Sheikh, ' t h e  camel of heavy l o a d s , '  
He became a t  t h e  Well o f  Zamzam9 s 4 

20 He says ,  "God, am I t o  l i v e  es t ranged [and] l one ly ,  
While my p a t e r n a l  cous ins  i n  t h e  universe  a r e  numerous? 

"God, a i d  me with The Three,  
Ky dea r ,  esteemed p a t e r n a l  cousins  - 

"Aid me with ~ l - K i l a n i  and Al-RifZfAi, 
And t h e  beloved of t h e  Prophet ,  S i d i  Ibraheem. 

No sooner  had he f i n i s h e d  h i s  prayer  than  t h e y  came t o  him. 
Mounted on camel backs, t r a v e l i n g .  

"Peace be upon t h e  'Camel o f  Heavy Lloads'!w 
A g ree t ing  t h a t  was cast, and they  sat t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

25 And a f t e r  t h e  g r e e t i n g  they  remained on t h e  c h a i r s :  
And t h e  Cup went around serv ing  t h e  corners.5 

The Cup went around se rv ing  t h e  Nation of Mohammed. 
Health t o  t h e  men who are f a r i ng  w e l l  ( s a l i k i n ) .  

A l i t t l e  l a t e r  Ibn-Ghazi i s  coming. 
He came from t h e  west r i d i n g  a he-camel (hag%). 

He came with h i s  h e a r t  unif  ing  God. 
On h i s  r i g h t  shou lde r  r t h e r e  was]' a s i l k  banner. 

With Godvs command t h e  camel obeyed him. 
On t h e  ground .it was almost l i k e  f l y i n g .  

30 He s a i d ,  "Axes, why do you s l eep?  
And be epicured with your s l eep?  

"It is  he who has a f r e e  h e a r t  t h a t  s l e e p s  t h e  n i g h t ,  
[while] The A f f l i c t e d  ' s t a y  awake 



. - . L "Here a r e  t h e  A f f l i c t e d ,  they  do h o t  s l eep .  . -  . - ,  . . . 
They spend.-the n igh t  i n  drawing moans>. ' - 

2 - "Axes, here a woman appeared; ,, . . 
Many an e leva ted  man has she de l ive red  t o  Kumiliation! 

I '  

"Ten thousand; she has t aken  t h e i r  Drinks ' 

and made them go badk, dragged and a f f l i c t e d  v i i t & . d i s a s t e r .  

35 "She i s  named- atma ma, from t h e  o f f s p r i n g  df-~irr~ 
' '  

Oh Guide ! The g i r l  has been' granted C p ~ e n t ~ ] .  by.'I; he Generous. 

l t & . m r h *  G V ~ S  to h e r q a n d - r - & u r n s  safely, 
' . , 

_ . --- -- becomes .a s u l t n n  0v6r '  a l l  ilf US. 

\ "There shovld be :ohe who gbes t o  .the - g i r l  ,< 

and reigns over ' t h e  ~upporting-men. " 
They s a i d ,  

t o  he r :  
"The one who asked about he r  should 'be t h e  'dne t o ' g o  

, . 

. .I. . 
S i d i  Mohammad, t h e  S t o i c  ( l awind i )  ,of $he Pious. ''6 

, ? . ,  

He says ,  "A-xis, -1 a m  ' fhe ane who k i l i e d  he r  brother ' ,  
under t h e  v e i l  of t h e  n i g h t ,  ,while the,y were as leep .  , 

40 " ~ e  pretended t o  be my  spirant, [while] ih t h e  middle o f  t h e  ruins 7 
He was heading t e n  armed s l aves .  

"It is s i n f u l i  S leep ,  do not '  f a l l  i n  love wi th  'my eyes. - 

I am a f r a i d  of B in t -B i r ryaw 
. . r 1- I .  , . 

They a l l  gathered and said, ' T * ~ h ,  D i s u q i ,  
You-Yith-the-Eyes , Db?aster (S idi) Ibraheem. 

He says ,  :.I* ha& 'shown a rnikaculous mani fes ta t ion  (karakah) 
While 'I-'was s t i l l  running water i n  t h e  Unknownmu 

.., 

"In t h e  Unkriown, my rncjkher .was pregnant with me. 
And she-had a g r e a t  d e a l  of beauty. 

4.5 "One day, she-  went but roaming i n  t h @  wilderness  
To g a t h e r  firewood t o  bake t h e  dough.. . , 

"It happened t h a t  , i n a t h e  open, t h e r e  whs ah a d u l t e r e r  
Cursed E b l i s  whispered t o  ( i n s t i g a t e d )  him over ,my mother. 

I '. I .  "Cursed E b l i s  spurred him -towards*; my mother * 

He intended t o  co r rup t  t h e  pa th  of t h e  pious one.. . b , .  
I 1  

.. . 
I '  , 

The Tru th  s e n t  he r  a r e v e l a t i a n .  She c r i e d ,  "Oh, Disuqi  l 
Prevent t h e  a d u l t e r e r ,  Naster  Ibraheem!" 



"1 heard my mother while I was [s t i l l ]  i n  t h e  l o i n s  o f  my f a t h e r .  
While I was [ s t i l l ]  i n  t h e  Unknown, [ s t i l l  jus t ]  running water. 

50 ''The J u s t i c e  c rea ted  me as a ' f e roc ious  l i o n ' ;  
wi th  fangs t h a t  were sharp.  

"1 snatched t h e  a d u l t e r e r  between my t e e t h  
And f lung  him. He went t o  t h e  country of t h e  i n f i d e l s . .  

"1 protec ted  my mother while I was [s t i l l ]  i n  my f a t h e r ' s  l o i n s  
Men [nick-]named me Abu-Iihaleel. 

"In s h o r t ,  I wouldntt  go t o  Bint-Birry 
She might t ake  my d r ink  away, and I may r e t u r n  r e p e n t f u l .  

A l l  of them gathered and s a i d ,  *'It is  El-Kilani  
The Knight of Baghdad, t h e  Head of t h e  Forty.  "9 

'5 The Sheikh says ,  '$1 have shown a miraculous mani fes ta t ion  
While I was i n  Baghdad, t h e  n e s t  of t h e  pious.  

"In Baghdad, I had an endeared ox 
When he turned t h e  water-\.?heel] it f i l l e d  t h e  free-water-  

s tand  (Sabeel  

"A l i o n  from t h e  decept ive World aggressed a g a i n s t  it: 
And i t s  [ the  l i o n i s ]  neck was l i k e  t h a t  o f  a camel. 

"Dear f r i e n d s ,  he a t e  my ox: 
And he l e f t  my water-stand destroyed. 

" A l l  t h e  people i n  t h e  c i t y  doubted me 
And s a i d  'The l i o n  a t e  t h e  ox of t h e  f a k i r ! '  

" *  I f  he were [ t r u l y ]  a Sheikh, the l i o n  wouldn't have ea ten  h i s  ox 
And l e t  h i s  water-stand be ruined.  

l lLe t ' s  go t e a r  down and not  [show] re spec t  f o r  h i s -  s h r i n e ,  
n e i t h e r  with a saying ,  nor  with c e l e b r a t i n g  a grea tb i r thday! '* '  

--4 

-1% 
wDo you blame me! I wasn't p resen t !  -52 ---. .- 

Three days I have been i n  t h e  Kingdom-of-The-Generous. 

"The f i rs t  day I was a t  t h e  One-Whose-Light Avalanched 10 
Witnessing, a long with t h e  Disabled. 

"The second day I was with t h e  S u l t a n ,  f i g h t i n g .  
S lash ing  t h e  necks of t h e  d i s b e l i e v e r s .  

"The t h i r d  day I re turned  t o  Baghdad, our hame 
To f i n d  i t s  g a t e s  c l o s e d a u  

'f -. . 
I-. 

-..-- -- .- 



"1 meet t h e  ~ a r s h a l l , "  complaining and weeping 
'The t e a r s  of t h e  eyes were pouring .down from him. 

**I say t o  t h e  ~ a r s h a l l ,  'Do I see  you cry ing?  a 

Who i n  t h i s  Universe would be c r u e l  t o  t h e  Marshall? '  

"He says ,  ' P a t e r n a l  Uncle, i f  you were t o  know what happened t o  me 
' YOU would excuse me, by t h e  Right-of-the-Pious ! 

" ' A  f e roc ious  l i o n  came t o  us during your absence; 
. ' w i t h  a neck more than  t h e  neck of a young camel. 

70 "lOh K i l a n i ,  it a t e  your ox, 
and l e f t  your water s t and  i n  r u i n s .  

**'If you have s t r e n g t h ,  e n t e r  t h e  c i t y  
."If you have no s t rength ' ,  t u r n  away while you s t i l l  a r e  a t  

a [safe]  d i s t ance .  

''1 s a i d ,  'Marshal l ,  Come ! Rely on God. 
' ;He who aims towards t h e  Super-Guardian, never 

[performer changes t o  d e s c r i p t i v e  s t y l e ]  

He s t r o l l e d  t o  t h e  l i o n  and brought it 
From t h e  woods; it came with him w i l l i n g l y .  

He s a i d ,  *'Lion, what brought you t o  our country? 
"Do you t h i n k  t h e  land is  unat tended? '  

75 It answered, "1 w a s  humil ia ted by hunger, K i l an i .  
"Hunger was i r r i t a t i n g  me exceedingly.  ** 

"Forgive me, and I w i l l  g e t  you another  ox ins t ead  of it. 
Ten oxen t o  run f o r  you t h e  water-stand." 

He says ,  "Lion, I wouldn't accept  a compensationl 
It would be a shame among t h e  Pious.  

"You a t e  t h e  ox, you c a r r y  t h e  yoke i n  i t s  p lace  
O r  e l s e  my spea r  w i l l  work on youfw 

The l i o n  s a i d ,  *God has sentenced me. - 
"And He [ is  t h e  one who passes]  sen tences  on f e roc ious  l i o n s l u t  

80 The l i o n  go t  up and a t t ached  himself  t o  t h e  water wheel. 12 
And c a r r i e d  t h e  yoke t u r n i n g  it t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

Every midnight, it would f i l l  t h e  dr inking  v e s s e l s  
And a t  t h e  break of dawn, it would r e t u r n  home. 



The Sheikh passes  and says  t o  him, "God he lp  you.! 
' T h i s  w i l l  be r e g u l a r  [on you], f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  years .  

" I f  you were t o  d i e ,  l i o n ,  another  l i o n  should come ins t ead  
For t h e r e  a r e  Cplenty] o f  l i o n s  present  now. 

"The po in t  of my t a l k  is  t h a t  I would not go t o  Bint-Birry 
. L e s t  she may t ake  my Drink and I would r e t u r n  worn downlw 

85 They gathered  and s a i d ,  "RiPal A i  l 
'.You, Sheikh-of-the-Brotherhoods from long ago. " 

Abu-ElmVAinain says ,  ''1 have manifested p len ty  
*'With t h e  lame One, with t h e  broken r i g h t  [leg]. 

"The f i r s t  p roof ;  I have put  back toge the r  t h e  broken animal. 
With Godls permission I dressed it i n  s i l k .  

"1 s p a t  i n  t h e  we l l  when i t s  waters overflowed. 
It thundered like t h e  large sea. 

"The second proof ,  I put  back t o g e t h e r  t h e  p o t  
" a f t e r  it had become broken sherds .  

90 "But, Axes, I wouldnrt  go t o  Bint-Birry;  
*'I w i l l  g e t  confused and t h e  t r i p  t o  h e r  i s  longfql 

 e ere El-Sayyid speaks] 

'lAre you a f r a i d  t o  say  'Come Sayyid l l ?  
'You a r e  i ts  camel, you Fetcher-of-the-Captive. .. 13 

He laughed and mounted ; t h a t  Camel-of-Heavy-Loads 
He shook h i s  comfgal cap (kgr$ur)  a t  them; it was high 

[on h i s  head]. 

"Three Axes are scared o f  a L a s s  t O 
-?Is she an og res s  t h a t  w i l l  devour the  Supporters!? 

"With God's permission,  I w i l l  go and reach he r  country.  
.And I w i l l  become s u l t a n  over a l l  of you. 

95 "But, Axis, I need t h e  mark of d i s t i n c t i o n  over you 
'For t r a v e l l i n g  he r  road and [my] r e t u r n i n g  successfu l .  

El-RifalAi  answered him f i r s t  and said, 
"Whatever p leases  you w i l l  be agreeable  t o  us. 

"Two kera ts15  from my domain a r e ,  coming t o  you 
And two k e r a t s  a r e  coming t o  .you f r o m  S i d i  Ibraheem. 



"And two k e r a t s  from t h e  domain o f  E l -Ki lan i  a r e  coming t o  you. 
'This would make s i x ,  Bringer-of-the-Capt ives .  

"Here a r e  s i x  beside your [own] s i x  
And h a l f  t h e  universe  has been assigned t o  you from anc ien t . "  

100 He says ,  "Tip! Your domains w i l l  no t  come t o  me. 
'I am [a l ready]  a  s u l t a n  over you a l l  

"Yut Axes, I want from you t h r e e ;  
**Three l i t t l e  t h i n g s  t o  be brought t o  me. 

"The f i r s t  t h i n g ,  br ing  me a poor S u f i ' s  mantle ( d i l * ) .  
L i g h t  and c l e a n  but  a  young camel cannot s t and  up wi th  it. 

"The second t h i n g  b r ing  me a dough-tray. 
'Small, but t o  hold t w o  whibas of dough. 16 

?*The t h i r d  t h i n g  t o  b r ing  me a  high-conical-cap ( t a r $ u r ) .  
Three c u b i t s  i n  l eng th  on my head. 

105 "And I ,  Axes, w i l l  b r ing  a  palm reed 
From t h e  Palm-tree which k n e l t  t o  t h e  Beloved." 

Every Sheikh s t r e t c h e d  out h i s  hand toward one t h i n g  - 

They brought immediately t h r e e  t h i n g s  i n  a l l .  

He put on those  and those  
He became a de rv i sh  [ f l o a t i n g ]  ' on t h e  f lood  of t h e  Generoust. 

He s tepped,  while h i s  h e a r t  was uni fy ing  god. 
He became penet ran t  from h i s  d o o r  t o  t h e  Window. 1 7  

This i s  t h e  c la imer  and h i s  f a t h e r  and h i s  mother. 
And went around t h e  House along with t h e  r i g h t  [hand] corner .  

110 A t  ' ~ r a f a t , ' ~  Ibn-3hazi met him: 
The Cause f o r  t h e  c o n f l i c t  among t h e  pious.  

*lIbn-Ghazi, you owe a testimony. 
' Is t h e  count ry  of B i r ry  d i s t a n t  o r  c lose?"  

He says ,  "Pa te rna l  unc le ,  by God, f o r  you it i s '  d i s t a n t  l 
Between you and it, [ the re  is] a per iod of years .  

"Twelve years  f o r  he who walks d i l i g e n t l y .  
A s  f o r  you, twenty; because your b e l l y  is  huge!" 

He said,  "s top  your t a l k ,  Ibn Ghazil  
I t  wouldn' t be d i s t a n t  f o r  Those-Who-Are-Reigning. 



115 - I f  I were t o  s t e p ,  t h e  universe  wouldn't hold my f o o t .  
"I shake t h e  universe  by uni fy ing  t h e  Generous. 

l.1 am El-Sayyid, by t h e  .T r ip le  Yeminite [-oath] 
-1 am t h e  des t roye r  of t h e  homes of the.  Denyers. 

qvI have sworn never t o  s t e  a l l  my l i f e  
*Except f o r  [ v i s i t  ingy The-One-With-The-Glowing-Forehead. 

"1 brought back t h e  S h a r i f a h  from t h e  hands of t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  
I am El-Sayyid, the-Bringer-of-the-Captive. 

"1 brought back t h e  Shar i f ah  from our enemies 
I am t h e  p r o t e c t o r  of t h e  honor of t h e  pious.  

120 Abu Farrag wagged on h i s  f o o t  
He-became descending i n  t h e  Land of Bi r ry .  

He descended on he r  land i n  t h e  middxe of t h e  n igh t .  
H e  took over a l l  t h e  s o l d i e r s  from he r ,  

It is hopeful f o r  he who has mentioned t h e  Name and has t h e  
i n t e n t  ion 

For t h i s  i s  a c a l l e r  ( h a t i f )  who comes t o  those whoare a s l e e p  

Bint-Birry heard; and [ s t i l l ]  she s l e p t !  
She saw El-Sayyid grabbing he r  t h r o a t  [ i n  a dream]. 

Cf t h e  wind, Abu-Farrag grasped out a handful.  
Seven flames of roa r ing  f i r e .  

125  He poured them on t h e  body of t h e  l a s s .  
Between t h e  s l i p s  and t h e  s i lky-ya lak  (bu t tocks ) .  

The lass s i t s  u.p f r igh tened  and cry ing .  
C a l l i n g ,  "Oh, power and w i l l  o f  t h e  Pious."  

Her Deputy says t o  h e r ,  "May God's name be on you! 
You have d i s tu rbed  t h e  people while they  a r e  a s l eep  l w  

She s a i d ,  "Deputy, t ake  me and go ou t s ide ;  
f o r  the  f i r e  i s  ca tch ing  i n  my body." 

That Deputy took he r  and went outs ide .  
To f i n d  El-Sayyid leaning  on h i s  elbow a t  t h e  door s t ep .  

130 She s a i d ,  qlDeputy, t h i s  is  t h e  one who d i s tu rbed  my s leep .  
"He h o r r i f i e d  me wi th  t h a t  conical-cap o f  h i s .  

She s a i d ,  "Deputy, go t o  t h a t  old man and ask him, 
"May God w i l l  t h a t  t h e  old man is  a s t r a y  ln 



"If he speaks ,  I w i l l  understand h i s  t a l k .  
'If he does n o t ,  my p a t e r n a l  l i n e a g e  a r e  p len ty .q '  

Her deputy went t o  a s k ,  "Ch, Sayyid.  
He found him a dumb h e a r t ,  v e r y  s t i l l .  

He s a y s ,  '*Oh, M i s t r e s s ,  t h i s  one whom I have i n t e r r o g a t e d  
'seems t o  be a s l a v e  s e n t  t o  us by t h e  Generous." 

135 She s a i d ,  "Deputy, you don ' t  know him! 
He i s  an  o ld  scabby-headed, a s t u d ,  f u l l  of t r i c k s .  

"Go s l a p  him, twice  o r  t h r i c e .  
'And s l a p  him twice  on h i s  r i g h t  cheek. " 

Her deputy went t o  s l a p  you, Sayyid 
H i s  arm was suspended while he v:as s t i l l  f a r  [from you]. 

He [ t h e  ~ e ~ u t ~ ]  says  t o  him, How could] you suspend my arm 
While I and you a r e  [co- "5 c o n s p i r a t o r s  a g a i n s t  her?" 

"One n i g h t  be fo re  you [came], t h e  Prophet came t o  me [ i n  a dream] 
And recommended you, Ahmad, p l e n t y .  

140 qqAnd s a i d ,  'Your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is  t h e  Camel-of -Heavy-Loads. 
"Tomorrow he w i l l  come t o  you h e r e ,  es t ranged .  l q t  

He s a y s ,  qsYou dog, what have you done wi th  t h e  advice!. 
'Here you a r e ,  coming t o  s t r i k e  me on my r i g h t  cheek." 

He s a y s ,  "Pa te rna l -unc le ,  by God, I d i d n ' t  know you! 
'How many a cow [ r u s t i c  vagabonds] passes by us l 

"But, Pa te rna l -unc le  , cure  my arm 
For  my arm is  h u r t i n g  me p len ty .  qt 

He s a i d ,  "Deputy, s t r e t c h  your hand and your f o o t .  " 
Beside him, he became as d o c i l e  as dough. 

145 Abu-Farrag went w i th  h i s  hand over t h e  arm 
By [ t h e  power of]  He-Who-Resurrects-the-Bones-After-They- 

Have-Decayed. 

Her deputy r e t u r n e d  complaining and c r y i n g  
 r ricks and schemes conjured by t h e  Deputyl)  

Our l a d y  s a i d ,  "1 s e e  you c ry ing !  
'And who i n  t h e  un iverse  would be c r u e l  t o  t h e  Deputylt* 

He s a y s ,  q lMistress  ,' c ry ing  bec,ause of your deeds. 
. 'A  beggar l And you t e l l  me he is' t h e  Pr ince  l 



"A beggar t h a t  you s a i d  'Is t h e  'Aisawite ,  ' 
' It t u r n s  o u t ,  our Lady, t h a t  you a r e  very  much o f  a s imple ton* 

150 She s a i d ,  "Let us k i l l  him and te rminate  h i s  l i fe-span.  
And t a k e  h i s  Sufi-mantle and h i s  l a r g e  c o n i c a l  cap 1'' 

He s a y s ,  mB4istress, t h e  s l a y i n g  of a s o u l  i s  a s i n !  
?!The t o r t u r e  o f  t h e  p o l y t h e i s t s ,  Tomorrow, will be prolonged. 

" Ins tead  o f  k i l l i n g  him [ l e t  him] herd your camels 
'Along with t h e  r e s t  o f  your  s l a v e s .  

"Neither you w i l l  see  him, nor  he w i l l  see  you. 
'When h i s  s u f i  mantle wears o u t ,  t h e  Generous w i l l  ease 

t h i n g s  up. 

"When t h e  s u f i  mantle wears ou t ,  another  w i l l  come! 
And i n  Egypt, c o n i c a l  caps a r e  abundant. 

155 She s a i d ,  "Sheikh, who w i l l  appease him? 
'I w i l l  accept  whatever you say!" 

[ ~ 3 e  Deputy r e t u r n s  t o  ~ l - ~ a ~ ~ i d ]  

He said, "Pa te rna l  unc le ,  would you herd the camels of  Bint-Birry?" 
He answered, "The Helpless  have numerous condi t ions .  

"Here I am a shepherd f o r  t h e  camels of Bint-Birry.  
*I.rnust  f a s t e n  young f o a l s  f o r  her . "  

She s a i d ,  "Deputy, l ead  him t o  t h e  pa th ,  l e a d  him! 
Perhaps t h i s  o ld  man is  one o f  those  who a r e  i n t e l l i g e n t . m  

Her deputy went t o  guide t h e  'Aisawite 
He found him knowledgeable o f  a l l  t h e  lands .  

160 He s a i d ,  "Deputy, ge t  o f f  my t r a i l !  
I n  t h e  Unknown, I guide those  who a r e  l o s t  !" 

Abu-Farrag waggles with h i s  f o o t ,  
H e  became i n  t h e  m i d s t  of t h e  herding camels. 

A s l ave  mounted on a he-camel, meets him. 
An old s l a v e  wi th  a handsome grey  beard. 

He poin ted  a t  t h e  s l a v e ,  he came t o  him f r o m  t h e  wilderness 
Kissed h i s  hand, and s tood guarding him. 

He s a i d ,  "Slave, come he re ,  t e l l ' m e  your name!' 
'What has t h e  Lord-of-themuniverse c a l l e d  you?" 



165 He s a i d ,  wPaterna l -uncle ,  Abdul-Khair,(Slave-of-Goodness) is  myname, 
But i n  r e a l i t y ,  I a m  Abdul-Raheem ( t h e  Slave-of-the- 

Compassionate). " 

qlSlave-of -Good, haven ' t  you go t  companions, 
"s t rong l i k e  you, and ab le .  " 

He s a i d ,  wPaterna l -uncle ,  we a r e  ten-hundreds 
L jus t ]  f o r  herding t h e  camels. We a r e  not  ab le  t o  [do it]. " 

He says ,  "Slave,  how many camels [a re  there]?  
*. I f  one thousand a r e  shepherding them. 

He s a y s ,  wPaterna l -uncle ,  you wouldn't know t h e i r  number 
: [~ven]  i f  you were t o  read open records! '  

170 " I f  you were t o  read t h e  records  a t  my mis t r e s ses1  
Seven sacks of paper [ a l l  f u l l  of] w r i t t e n  [records].  

They were gone and came back and brought t h e  r ecords ;  
t o  t h e  Bringer-of-the-She-Captive and t h e  he-Captive. 

Here is  El-Sayyid, hc was we l l  read and knowledgeable 
Went i n t o  t h e  beyond i n  knowledge ( s h a t a ~ ) ,  . - t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  

The f i r s t  record which t h e  Aisawite opened 
He found it two thousands,  Prayers  a r e  due t h e  Beloved. 

And [ - n o t h e r ]  two thousand, t h a t  would s a t i s f y  t h e  Nation-of- 
Mohammad 

And 90,000 t h a t  would s 3 3 i s f y  t h e  Enamoured-ones. 

175hnd 2,000 from one valley t o  another 
And 200,000 Cprayers] f o r  you, Abu-Ibraheern. 

And 2,000 were up t h e r e ,  pregnant 
s t r i d i n g ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  blow of breeze.  

And 2,000 i n  an o u t e r  v a l l e y  
And 200,000 Cheading] f o r  t h e  land of t h e  C h r i s t i a n s .  

And 2,000 t o  c a r r y  s tone  
And 2,000 o f  pure Indian  [stock].  

Seven days along with eight n i g h t s  
One thousand a f t e r  another ,  a s  b r i c k  makers [count]. 

180.t ie s a i d ,  "Slave,  your camels a r e  few 
11 can herd them, a l l  'oy myself. " 

The s l a v e  s a i d ,  "Lie over something e l s e  l .  
"How many a l i e  by o the r s  [ t h a t  were] never proven! 



"YOU f i b  and say  t h a t  you w i l l  herd those  by yourself  
'God would punish you; f o r  your l i e  is t o o  f l a g r a n t i "  

He s a i d ,  "Slave,  1'11 show you a wonder 
'Concerning t h e s e  camels, while you a r e  looking. '@ 

Abu-Farrag waived wi th  t h e  palm-reed 
Over those  camels, t h e y  came t o  him w i l l i n g l y .  

185 .Every camel k i s s e s  h i s  hand and h i s  f o o t ,  
And s t e p s  backward, another  comes succumbed. 

The informant s t a t e d  8 qlThir ty  thousand d ied  
Because of t h e  scramble t o  k i s s  t h e  hand o f  t h e  P r ince , "  

The s l ave  s a i d  t o  him, "Step behind a l i t t l e .  
You have k i l l e d  tihe camels, and my day [ w i l l  be t r u l y ]  long. 

'*Oh! How long your t ime w i l l  be wi th  Bint-Birryl  
.She might t a k e  your Drink and you would r e t u r n  humil ia ted."  

He s a i d ,  "Slave,  do not  f e a r  over theme 
With Godf s permission,  a l l  of them w i l l  s tand  [again] 

190 There;  El-Sayyid waved with t h e  palm-reed 
They s tood up a l i v e  and roamed, a l l  .of them! 

He s a i d ,  "Slave, haven ' t  you g o t  a l i t t l e  morsel? 
F o r  hunger is  i r r i t a t i n g  me a l o t .  

He answered him, "God* s s l a v e ,  be p a t i e n t  f o r  a while 
"Noontime-prayer-cry b r ings  p l e n t y  of baking. 

" A t  noontime-prayer-cry , our d inner  -comes t o  us 
Loaded over  t h i r t y  loaded camels. 

"Ten wi th  bread and t e n  with water 
And t e n  wi th  aged onion. 

195 A f t e r  a whi le ,  t h e  s l a v e s  served t h e i r  'dinner 
And on t o p  of t h e  d inner  they  had s laughtered  a young camel. 

El-Sayyid lied-down, with h i s  elbow on t h e  g r o ~ d  
While h i s  eyes were a f f i x e d  on t h e  f a t t a .  

A l l  of them said t o  him, t tGet  up. Eat  wkth us.  
'Naybe t h e  Bless ing  w i l l  y i e l d  p len ty .  lf 

He s a i d ,  "Slaves,  have your  d inner  and ge t  up 
I am f u l l ,  from t h e  Generous E ' 



They swore by H i m ,  ?/ho-Guaranteed-the-Gazelle 19  
t o  jo in ;  with something even i f  it happened t o  be l i t t l e .  

200 q q [ ~ u s t ]  f o r  you oath.  I w i l l  j o in  you f o r  one morsel 
*And without i t ,  I am a l ready  f u l l !  

"But s l a v e s ,  make room f o r  me 
To hold t e n  [persons] l y i n g  down. 

The informant s t a t e s :  qvThir ty  s l a v e s  go t  up u n t i l  t h e y  
' f i t t e d  him i n  with t h a t  huge b e l l y  [of his] .  " 

It turned  out t h a t  El-Sayyid wagged and came t o  them 
J u s t  l i k e  a Southern Egyptian boat f u l l y  loaded. 

Abu-Farrag s a t  amongst t h e  group 
He scrunched up and s a t ,  t e r s e l y .  

205 He prayed, "God-of-Might, I ask you 
"By t h e  Well-of-Zamzam [and] by t h e  Prayers  of Abrahaml 

"And [by] Moses over t h e  mountain; 1\Ty Lord i s  h i s  conversant 
That you would r e l i e v e  t h e  d i s t r e s s  away from t h e  Distressed!" 

He opened h i s  mouth; you may say [it is] a through-path 
Larger than  a moaque, wi th  i t s  vralls f a l l e n  down. 

[ laughter ]  

He n e i t h e r  smacked h i s  l i p s ,  nor  chewed on it. 
He d id  not  s t r e t c h  e i t h e r ,  it went down tumbling i n  one lump. 

Qu ick ly ,  those  s l a v e s  c o i l e d  back f o r  him 
And t h e i r  appearance became ve ry  much reddish .  

210 He s a i d ,  qvSlaves O Hurry, save me wi th  some water D 
For the morsel is  scorched i n  my t h r o a t . "  

He says ,  *'How can I s t a y  with you, oh SafAi!i? 
Nay God provide you with an a i d !  

"Oh, SaiAd! Come spealr t o  Gadalla! 
Oh, Morgan D Escape while you a r e  s t i l l  away tyl 

"Oh, ShiAban, t h i s  i s  a s i n g l e  morsel!qf 
What i f  he got hungry? He would devour us a l l l q v  

A l l  t h i s ;  a t u r n  occurred from El-Sayyid. 
T o  f i n d  a l l  t h e  s l a v e s  running away. 



215 He s a i d ,  "God's Omnipotence l Fas ten  them 
a l l ,  till t h e  ~ u r e - ~ a ~ f " ~ ~  

By God's permission,  t h e  e a r t h  held them 
They became p i l e d  up l i k e  sheep. 

He s a i d ,  "Slaves,  why do you run away from me?" 
They s a i d ,  wPaterna l -uncle ,  your t a l o n  is huge." 

qvYour deeds scared  u s ,  short-one,  
You might swailow us ;  t h e  young before  t h e  old.  7q 

"What i s  t h i s ,  s l a v e s  l Haven't I e a t e n  a s  much as a hundred! 
Nhen it comes t o  f a t t  my t a l o n  is  g r e a t O q q 2 1  

220 "If I were t o  encounter a n ice  f a t t a  
'I would say, ' I t  is  t h e  Generovs who mends t h e  b r o k e n s p i r i t ' '  

"But, Oh s l a v e s ,  mention t h e  name of Allah 
''You w i l l  f i n d  him Alive I Alof t  D Glorious !" 

They s a i d ,  "We have l i v e d  i n  t h e  wilderness  ' 

And do not  know [anything] except about camels." 

"1 say  'Al lah!  you answer 'Al lah 1 '  -22  
"How sweet it is  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  of t h e  chan te r s  !" 

The s l aves  answered; a l l  of them mentioned [ the  name of] God 
They [immediately] became se ized  by t h e  Majesty. 

225Seven days along with e i g h t  n i g h t s  
Everything l e f t  them except t h e  'mentioning1 o f  [ the name of] 

t h e  Generous. 

The e i g h t h  n i g h t ,  El-Sayyid was f r e e  t o  nurse h i s  thoughts  
And s a i d ,  "The completion o f  good deeds i s  a v i r t u e .  

*.Have we come [here] t o  f i g h t  Bint-Birry.  
O r  t o  untangle [those] accept ing s l a v e s  11* 

He put h i s  hand over t h e  head of one of them 
And s a i d ,  QqWake up,  Sheikh Abdul-Raheem. 

"Wake up, s l a v e ,  r e p o r t  t o  your m i s t r e s s  
'And t e l l  he r  of what t h e  Slave-of-the-Helper has done." 

230 He r e p l i e d ,  "Yes ' S i r e e  ' . The country of my mis t r e s s  is  crooked. 
"Today I need t o  r i d e  a camel.*' 

He s a i d ,  "Slave,  it is not  crooked f o r  me 
*'I s t r e t c h  out my hand from Tanta ,  I b r ing  t h e  capt ives[backlw 



He put  h i s  hand on t h e  s l a v e ' s  back and pushed him 
He became s tanding  i n  f r o n t  of h i s  mis t r e s s .  

He found her  commanding a  government 
A government t h a t  [can] break asunder t h e  mighty i ron .  

When he saw h e r ,  he mumbled a t  he r  
He was thundering l i k e  a  huge tower. 

235 She s a i d  t o  him, "From where d id  t h i s  sainthood g e t  t o  you l 23 
*You l e f t  sound, and [now] you r e t u r n  siezed!. 

She took h i s  Drink before  she would ask him 
And she l ~ n d e d  [her  hand] over h i s  cheeks,  s lapping  

24 She s a i d ,  "You s l a v e ,  son-of-El-Galila . 
"Seven days [ t h a t ]  you a r e  d izzy  i n  t h e  n igh t .  

"Neither d id  you c a r r y  p rov i s ions ,  n c r  d id  you t ake  water.  
'While you are  ca r ry ing  away my camels. 

He swore t o  he r  by Him-Who-Guaranteed-the Gazel le  
"We haven1 t taken  of your camels except a  young one !' 

240 " A s  we were roaming, a s h o r t  man came t o  us 
A s h o r t  man with a huge b e l l y . "  

She s a i d ,  ' 'Slave, t e l l  me about h i s  deeds. 
Are t h e y  t h e  deeds of sound Cpeople], o r  t r i v i a l  ones?" 

"The f i r s t  t h i n g  he caused your camels t o  d ie .  
'The Lord-of-the-Universe r e s u r r e c t e d  them f o r  him. 

"The second t h i n g ,  he made your camels do z i k r  
'And with t h e  z i k r ,  he e rased  t h e  sadness.  

"The t h i r d  proof ,  he pushed me, I became i n  f r o n t  of you. 
This  is  t h e  reason behind [ t h e  e n t i r e ]  s t o r y  and t h e  proof .** 

245She s a i d ,  'Slave, t e l l  me about h i s  a t t i r e  
Are t h e y  new o r  decayed c lo thes?"  

"Oh, my lady ,  if you were t o  see h i s  S u f i  mantle 
"Light and n ice  [but]  a f u l l  grown camel cannot s t and  up with it. 

"Oh, my lady!  If you were t o  see  his c o n i c a l  cap 
'Three c u b i t s  i n  l e n g t h  on t o p  of h i s  head. ' 

"Oh, my lady! If you were t o  s ee  t h e  [ l i t t l e ]  dough-tray 
"Small, bu t  holds two whibas of dough. 



.'In his hand [ t h e r e  is] a alm-reed uni fy ing  god. 25 
Unifying  GO^ who is  Alive,  Lo.fty and Glorious.  

.I 

250 " H i s  f e e t  a r e  stone[-l ike] from s t a y i n g  up n igh t s .  
And from washing f o r  prayers  they  a r e  always c i r c l e d .  

"He has a forehead which resembles t h e  full moon 
-And he has a  mole on h i s  r i g h t  cheek. 

When he takes t h e  mask o f f ,  h i s  cheeks show. 
o H i s  descent  goes back t o  t h e  Prophet ,  whose forehead is  

glimmery. 

I s a i d ,  "He is t h e  l l ~ i s a w i t e  !" They thought I was l y i n g  
'May God make your [always] advice f a i l ,  Deputy. 

"C avalry-Narshal l  ! Beat t h e  war drums4 
T*And ga the r  t e n  %housanSi c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  f o r  f i g h t i n g  him." 

255 She bea t  he r  drums ; t h e  lanes responded. 
A l l  t h e  Birry-Tribes came t o  her  i n  arms. . 

They s a i d  t o  h e r ,  "For what reason.  is  t h e  drumming? 
"Which t r i b e s  a r e  r e b e l l i n g  aga ins t  you?" 

She s a i d ,  "People, t h e r e  a r e  not  t r i b e s ,  
'We a r e  going t o  f i g h t  a  Poor man! 

.*It is a simple man named E l - ' A i s a w i ,  
I ' v e  seen him i n  my dream grabbing my t h r o a t .  lt 

One s a i d ,  "Bint-Birry , r e s t  
I w i l l  b r ing  him, s t rapped [and] shackled i n  bonds." 

260She said, "People! Go and leave  me! 
I might s e l l  you o f f ,  young and old.  

And she said,  "Deputy! Saddle a r i d i n g  animal 
And put  on t h e  golden r e i n s .  

The Horse-Marshall prepared t h e  v e i l ,  
And seven wild CbirryJ  poisoned spears .  

Don't forget  t o  ge t  my s h i e l d  and my b re th ren  
And b r ing  two  c loaks  Cbishts]  of mighty i ron .  

But, Deputy, prepare me my [ femin i s t i c ]  spea r s .  
With them I w i l l  cap ture  t h e  minds o f  t h e  pious.  



2 6 5 ~ 0 ,  Deputy, b r i n g  me my l i q u o r  
Nine pure pounds i n  weight . '* 

She rode ahead,  spear-heading [ h e r  army] f o r  t h e  b a t t l e  w i th  . 
'Aisawite  ; 

t h e  d u s t  of t h e  horses  is uproar ing  storms.  

Two hundred banners  [ f l a p  l i k e  a] s t ream,  whi le  t h e  g i r l  i s  
speeding [ahead]. 

Two hundred messengers t r a v e l i n g  i n  f r o n t  of them. 

She t r a v e l e d  wi th  t h c  s o l d i e r s  f o r  seven days. 
The morning of t h e  n i n t h  day, she was a t  t h e  P r i n c e ' s .  

When she saw him, she s t i r r e d  and stormed. 
He- halfway r e c l i n e d ,  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  road.  

27OHe took  o f f  h i s  Suf i -mant le  and kep t  s ea rch ing  it. 26 
' A s  i f  t h e  dog h a s n ' t  e a t e n  any of h i s  dough. ' 

She s a i d ,  -*A magician! What brought you [here]?" 
A s l a v e  s a i d ,  vqHe i s  a f a t  f l e a . "  

She said, **Lice,  go g e t  t h e  'Aisawite  l m  
They became on t o p  of him; l i k e  a b a r l e y  threshing-ground.  

With God's command, t h e  l i c e  mounted a l l  over him. 
For  it tu rned  out  t h a t  t h e  lass was one of t h o s e  who have 

[ supe rna tu ra l ]  means. 

"Lass,  l i c e  l Thi s  i s  no t  t hp f  c l e v e r .  
I have a n t s  ( t o  work] agains t  i t ,  i n  floating abundance." 

275 Ants were t h e  armies  of El-Sayyid Ahmad. 
Seven s e a s  came t o  him flowing.  

He said, "Ants, go a f t e r  t he  l i c e  and d rag  it!' 
"Don't l e t  even a flea escape l w  

T h i r t y  a n t s  would d rag  one louse  
Ten went f o r  no th ing ,  and t e n  a r e  bu r i ed .  

The l e a d e r  of t h e  a n t s  was running on t h e  conica l -cap ,  
Say ing ,  'qlvly d i s g r a c e  is  g r e a t  w i th  t h i s  P r ince  O 91 

It s a y s ,  *What a d i sg race  wi th  you, Sayyid.  
" I ' v e  run  ha rd ,  bu t  d i d  no t  a t t a i n  much!" 

280 I n  a wink of an eye t h e  A i s a w i t e  was [ f u l l y ]  c leansed .  
Even of l i c e  which was on him from before .  



[ laughter ]  

She s a i d ,  "'Old Man l Mount on, and f i g h t  . 
This  i s  t h e  f i rs t  of your t r y i n g  n igh t s .  " 

He s a y s ,  "Lass, br ing  out whatever occurs t o  you. 
.God loves  t h e  P a t i e n t ,  indeed!" 

The f i r s t  s p e a r ,  t h a t  she t h r u s t s  a t  you, Sayyid,  
He  i n t e rcep ted  between t he  luminous palms of his hands. 

The second spear and t h e  t h i r d  spea r ,  you s u s t a i n  them. 
You 'mend t h e  t i l t i n g  sails .  l 

285The f o u r t h  s p e a r ,  and here is  the f i f t h  spear !  
You send f r e e  t h e  innocent who a r e  i n  pr i sons .  

The s i x t h  spea r ,  you s u s t a i n  wi th  might 
i n  t h e  mantle,  it became l i k e  a s t i t c h e d - i n  needle.  

There,  t he  mantle s a y s ,  ''Get with it l 
- L e s t  she might bea t  you, then ;  Your day w i l l  be l o n g . '  

?*Here you a re ,  my mantle,  i f  you were t o  t i r e - o u t  of he r  [a t tacks]  
-1 w i l l  complain about you t o  t h e  Lord-of-the Universe. *' 

The seventh spee r  t h a t  Bint-Birry throws 
He s a i d  t o  it, "Go t o  my s h r i n e ,  as a v i s i t o r l w  

290 Now it i s  t h e r e ,  insi6.e h i s  s h r i n e ,  
and every year  it rece ives  a s i l k  banner. 

She says ,  '"Oh, people. What stamina he .has  g o t  l 
.Seven s p e a r s ,  t h a t  have not  h i t  l 

?*But, by God, 1'11 capture  you with my beauty. 
And If 11 take  your Drink m d  you w i l l  r e t u r n  r epen t fu l .  l* 

[with] t h e  f i rs t  v e i l  t h a t  Bint-Birry removed 
A v e i l  f o r  him came down from t h e  Generous. 

And t h e  second v e i l ;  and here i s  t h e  t h i r d  v e i l  t h a t  she removes 
The d e t a i l s  of t h e  two shoulders  became v i s i b l e .  

295And t h e  f o u r t h  v e i l ,  and this i s  t h e  f i f t h  v e i l  t h a t  she removes 
( A  p resen t  t o  the daughter of Zayn Al- Abideen. ) 

The s i x t h  v e i l ,  and t h i s  i s  a seventh v e i l  t h a t  she removes. 
She became t o t a l l y  exposed, much o f  he r  i s  revealed.  



Then she covered he r  f a c e ,  and s a i d ,  
"Oh, my d isgrace  with t h i s  Pr ince l q l  

"Oh, what a d isgrace  of mine 'with you, Sayyid. 
'Ca l l  your g randfa the r ,  t h e  Seal-of -Messengers. ,, 27 

She s a i d ,  "Oh, Sheikh,  l o o k . a t  my he igh t ;  
"A column of l i g h t ,  you, Capt ive-Bringer.  

3 O O  "But, oh Sheikh,  regard t h e  g lances  of my eyes:  
. t h e y  can t r a p  t h e  roaming l i o n s  [ a t  a  dis tance] .  

"Get up and look a t  t h e  eyes and eyebrows: 
' G a z e l l e t s  eyes ,  you Captive-Bringer,  

"i3ut, oh Sheikh,  g e t  up'and look a t  my b r e a s t s ;  
' r i p e  pomegranates, [ s t i l l ]  a t t ached  t o  t h e i r  v ine .  

''Come on, Sheikh, l e t  us enjoy beauty. 
My h a i r  is l i k e  camel saddle-ropes hanging down loose  o f f  

my back. 

"Why don ' t  you come, Sheikh, and enjoy beauty; 
"and enjoy t h e s e  slumbering eyes [of mine]." . 

305He s a i d ,  "My l ady ,  why don ' t  you hide your beauty? 
I am t h e  suppor ter  of t h e  powerful men. 

"1 have a h e a r t  t h a t ' s  made out of s tone  
"Which does not  s o f t e n  except  by my prayers  upon 'The 

Beaut i f  u l -  one . "28 

She s a i d ,  "Oh, People-of-Birry, come t o  my a i d ,  
* ; for  t h i s  Sheikh is  i r r i t a t i n g  me t o  an extreme lW 

No sooner had she f i n i s h e d  he r  say  than  came t o  her  
he r  men and her  c a v a l r y  i n  a mult i tude.  

He says ,  q°F:?y lady, I a l s o  have suppor ters .  
It is  f o r  my own door t h a t  t h e  guide s e t  ou t , "  

310Abu-Farrag Cwith] his f ace  t o  h i s  s l eeve  
Called upon t h e  Pious-Nen. 

The Sheikh c a l l e d  upon, People-of-the-House, they  came t o  him. 
All t h e  family of t h e  House-of-Prophecy [are]  p resen t .  

From Mecca e i g h t y  thousand Sayyids 
Green tu rbans  who crossed t o  t h e  r i g h t .  



Vlali, The Charger [mounted] on t h e  Maymoon, came t o  him; 
and here is  .El-BuralAi came t o  him with f o r t y .  

B 

Abu El-'Abbas from Tayef came t o  him. 
And here  is t h e  Beloved came Galking i n  f o r t y .  

315 A lad c a l l e d ,  Al-Karimah came t o  him 
[She is] t h e  S~iver-of -the-Youth-who-f 011ow-the-path. 

The Axis came from t h e  Door of Zwailah 29 
with  h i s  c a t a p u l t s  followed by f o r t y .  

I 

And a flyer3O< t h a t  drops boulders came t o  him. 
And t h e  'beasts  of t h e  land  came t o ,  him w i l l i n g l y .  

 o or] seven days,  t h e  b a t t l e  is  rag ing  on. 
And here i s  El-Sayyid l y i n g  down leaning  on , .  h i s  e,lbow. 

A b ~ - E l - ~ A i n a i n  se.id t o  him, "Get up and f i g h t  
'*By God, you i n s t i g a t e d  it [all];  'your day i s  l o n g q .  

320 *Oh, kbu-El-' Ainain, It 11 show you, wonders 
' With t h e  whole army of Bint-Bi'rry. . 

Then El-Sayyid waved wi th  h i s  palm-reed. 
It charged a g a i n s t  t h e  g r e a t  . army. 

A s o l i t a r y  palm-reed t h a t  s t a t e s  God's uni*y; 
rendered thorn, all, p i l e d  up l i k e  sheep. . 

The l a s s  in tending  t o  f l e e  with them. 
. El-Sayyid quickly go t  hold o f  he r  r e i n s ;  

And s a i d ,  "Oh, e a r t h ,  s p l i t  up and hold her .  ** 
She and her  horse became fas tened  t o  t h e  e a r t h .  

, . 
325WithGod1s permission,  t h e  e.arth g o t  hold of her .  

She couldn ' t  t u r n ,  n e i t h e r  t o  t h e  left nor  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

The Sheikh s t a r t e d  r e p r i m a ~ d i n g  Bint-Birry 
[I wonder] over t h e -  c u r s e d  Time when it tilts!. 31 . 

She s a i d ,  **Oh, Time, t r u s t .  should not be placed i n  you! 
'Y.ou make t h e  n i g h t s  of good I .  life and power elapse. 

'*The c l o t h e s  of luxury wore out and we d i d n ' t  f e e l  it. 
'The a t t i r emen t  of g r i e f  a r e  upon us now! 

**How could it be, g i r l ,  t h a t  you i n s t i g a t e d  your deputy. 
t o  slap me over my r i g h t  cheek!? 



330 "How could you,  g i r l ,  make me herd your camels, 
'while I am El-Sayyid, t h e  s a f e t y  f o r  those-whq a r e  afra'id. 

How could you l e t  a l l  Cyour] mind, 
s l i p  away and escape. t h i s  . robus t  body. 

. t 

She r e p l i e d ,  "By God, Pa terna l -uncle ,  I d i d  not  recognize you. 
'How many a po'or person passes  by us !'@ 

She s a i d ,  "By God, Paternal-uncle ,  t ake  me as your legi t jmate-one.  
'And marry me, you  ringer-of-the7Captives. p 

He wondered, "Their  torment i s  w r i t t e n  a t  my Lord's!  . 
[ ~ i r l ] ,  your. s a l v a t i o n  is  determined by, The7Glorious. 

335 He asked, " G i r l ,  do you have a round mortar?,  
Seven Syr i an  pounds by calculated-we i g h t  , . 

"1'11 bring t h e  mortar an6 s e t  it on t h e  .palm of your hand, 
'and s p i t  i n t o  i t ,  [ j u s t ]  a l i t t l e  s p i t t l e .  . . 

I f  you s u s t a i n  my s p i t ,  I w i l l  t ake  you as a  l e g i t i m a t e  one. 
Then t h e r e  w i l l  be a  high and g r e a t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  you. 

She answered, "The mortar i s  f a r  away, how can I g e t  i t ?  
' ' I t fs  hung down, i n s i d e  t h e  pa lace ."  

*'He s a y s ,  qlG ir l  , it + s not  f a r  f o r  me ! , 
''Even i f  it were i n  t h e  clouds:  my reach is long. l1 

3 4 0 ~ e  s t r e t c h e d  out h i s  arm a t  t h a t  mortar and g o t  i t .  
H e  g o t  t h e  mortar while [a l l ]  t h e  people were p resen t .  

He put t h e  mortar on t h e  palm of t h e  lass. 
He s p i t  i n  t h e  mortar a small s p i t t l e .  ' 

[ ~ t ]  penet ra ted  t h e  mortar along with t h e  palm o f  t h e  . lass.  
To t h e  seventh e a r t h s h 1 s  s p i t t l e  went down. , . 

Immediately t h e  g i r l  jumped, screaming 
And h e r  mind became absent  from her'. 

He s a i d ,  " G i r l  [you could not  s u s t a i n ]  even a s p i t t l e .  
"How can you be t h e .  legi t imate-one f o r  t h e  :P r ince  l t l  

3 4 5 ~ b u - ~ a r r a g  s igna led  t o  t h e  crowd; 
A l l  of them became l i k e  a huge [ a  s a i n t ' s  b i r thday]  f e s t i v a l .  

He s a i d ,  " G i r l ,  give back t o  those  t h e i r  Drinks;  
Otherwise I w i l l  send you t o  t h e  most ne ther .  



$*To every She ikh ,  g ive  whi t  he deserves ."  
With God's perrriission, a l l  of them re turned  loaded. 

The People-of-the-House said, "Ah, Sayyidl ~ d w  you are able .  
Forgive,  you, t h e  Onc-With-the-Long-Reach. 

"Fpr  t h e  sake o f  Fatma, t h e  Daughter-of-the-Tuhamitet 32 
-Forgkve Fatma f o r  t h e  sake o f  The Beloved.. I 

350 "For t h e  sake of t h e  be geheorous t o  Bint-Birry,  
f o r  these  names a r e  dea r  t o  u s . .  

Abu-Farrag forgave he r  and. l e t  he r  go.  
She became t o  t h e  'Aisawite a fo l lower .  

He administe d t h e  oa th  t o  h e r  [arid her  men], t hey  became 38 khmad iyya , t 

a f t e r  t h e  pa th  of :  t h e ;  Aisawite , t hey  follow. 

He f lung  he r  t o  He j a z  where he r  Shrine is . 
and s a i d  t o  he r  w Y o u v l l  become the  guide f o r  t h e  l o s t a  

A t  t h e  en6 of m y  s a y ,  "Pray upon t h e  ~ u h a m i t e  
Our Chosen Prophet,  thebone-With-the-Glowing-Forehead.' 

355 May Godt s prayers  be upon him' i n  every second. 
God's prayers  upon Taha, t h e  Honest. 



NOTES 

Zayn AlglAbideen was t h e  s o l e  su rv ivor  of Prophet hlohammadls 
descendants.  Seve ra l  " s a i n t s w ,  including el-Sayyid,  t r a c e  
t h e i r  descent t o  t h i s  personage. 

The Supporting Nen .are t h e  f o u r  Arch-Saints , who a r e  
bel ieved t o  l i t e r a l l y  c a r r y  t h e  world. 

EL-Badawi 'is bel ieved t o  be a s soc ia t ed  wi th  Jesus  C h r i s t  
( ' ~ i s a )  and t o  der ive  some of ' h i s  -knowledge and powers from 
him. 

The Zamzam wel l  is  a holy we l l  i n  t h e  g r e a t  mosque i n  Ixecca. 

I n  S u f i  pa r l ance ,  t h e  'Cup1 ( ~ 5 s )  u s u a l l y  s i g n i f i e s  a source 
of d iv ine  e c s t a s y ,  'heavenly l i q u o r ,  ' la s t a t e  of b l i s s 1 .  

Lawindi r e f e r s  jocb la r ly  t o  a t a l k a t i v e  smart a leck .  

An Aspirant  ( o r  novice)  is a beginner o r  a novice i n  S u f i  
brotherhood organiza t ions .  

The ?running water i n  t h e  Unknownw is  a euphemism f o r  a sperm. 

"Head of t h e  FortyM is  a medieval m i l i t a r y  term f o r  t h e  
commander of a regiment of f o r t y  men. 

The One-Whose-Light-Avalanched is  t h e  prophet Mohammad. 

A marshal1 (naqeeb) is  a person with a cons iderably  high 
rank i n  S u f i  brotherhood organiza t ions .  

Type 1910,  The Bear (Wolf )  Harnessed (motif X1216.1) 

"Fetcher-of-the Capt ivew r e f e r s  t o  one of e l -Sayyid ls  
miraculous man i fes t a t ions ,  i n  which he is  be l ieved  t o  have 
brought c a p t i v e s  from Europe. 

A tarter is  a f o o l ' s  cap ,  one of t h e  comical a spec t s  of 
e l -Sayyid ls  a t t i r e .  

A icerat is 1/24 of an ac re  (175.35 square meters ) .  

A whiba i s  a d r y  measure. 

wWindoww here r e f e r s  t o  t h e  window of Prophet Mohammadls 
s h r i n e  , 

Arafat  is  a  holy mountain i n  He j a z .  



This  e p i t h e t  r e f e r s  t o  a r e l i g i o u s  legend i n  which Prophet 
Nohammad interced-ed on behalf  of a deer .  This  event i s  a 
s u b j e c t  f o r  another  r e l i g i o u s  ba l l ad .  

The "Sure-Dayw is  t h e  day of r e s u r r e c t i o n  o r  t h e  day of t h e  
end of t h e  world, 

F a t t  o r  f a t t a  i s  a t y p i c a l  t r e a t  served on r e l i g i o u s  -- 
c e l e b r a t i o n s .  It is prepared from c r i sped  bread soaked 
i n  b ro th  topped with r i c e  and meat. 

This  is  t h e  bas ic  form f o r  dhikr  ( z i k r ) ,  a f o l k  r e l i g i o u s  
danc ing c  hant . 
The reference  here  i s  t o  t h e  d i s s o c i a t i v e  mental s t a t e  
bel ieved t o  be produced by dhikr .  

Here t h e  s l a v e  is  being c a l l e d  a f t e r  h i s  mother, a common 
p r a c t i c e  which is sometimes a t t r i b u t e d  t o  ma t r i a rcha l  descent. 

This  s ta tement  may be taken  t o  mean e i t h e r  t h a t  it w a s  a 
s i n g l e  palm-reed o r  t h a t  it was l i t e r a l l y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  God 
i s  one, 

This  s ta tement  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  i r r i t a t i o n  t h a t  r e s u l t s  from 
animals e a t i n g  t h e  unbaked bread l e f t  t o  r i s e  outs ide  
peasants '  homes, 

The re ference  here  i s  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  Prophet Mohammad 
is  t h e  f i n a l  messenger s e n t  by God a f t e r  Moses and Jesus  
C h r i s t .  

'The Beaut iful-0n.e * denotes Prophet Nohammad, 

The Door o f  Zwailah is  one of t h e  gateways t o  t h e  old c i t y  
of Cairo.  One of t h e  Arch-Saints is bel ieved t o  r e s i d e  near  
it, 

The performer used t h e  word " tayyaraW. which means an 
a i r p l a n e .  However, a young l i s t e n e r  p ro tes t ed  r "\/!hat is  
t h a t ?  They d i d n ' t  have a i r p l a n e s  at t h a t  time. S l i g h t l y  
i r r i t a t e d ,  t h e  performer explained,  "Something t h a t  f l i e s ,  
and t h a t ' s  a l l !"  

" T i m e M  r e f e r s  t o  fate. I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  Time does not  have 
superna tu ra l  connotat ions ; it merely denotes "luck. 

Fatma here r e f e r s  t o  t h e  daughter of Prophet Mohammad; 
'The-Tuhamite' r e f e r s  t o  Prophet lMohammad himself ( L e e  
The Person who comes from t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  i n  Hejaz).  



33. "Ladyvt r e f e r s  t o  Zaynab (Zainab)  , t h e  daughter  o f  t h e  . -, 
daughter  of Prophet Mohammad. 

3b0 "AhrnadiyyaW is t h e  title of t h e  Sufi brotherhood named 
a f t e r  el .9~ayyi.d Ahmad el-Badawi. T h e i r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
garb is  a red  tu rban .  




