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Goals

● Improve user access to materials from outside the canon

● Explore ethical ways to highlight materials from living composers and 

performers of marginalized backgrounds

● Support forthcoming JSoM recital policies



Survey of JSoM students 

Do you have any suggestions, comments, or feedback about any aspect of the 
music library? Feel free to let us know here.

● “More non classical repertoire! Also underrepresented composers.”
● “You all are great and my favorite place in the school! Just the fact that you 

have a survey like this means a lot. As an underrepresented composer myself 
this gives me hope for the future!”

● “Content warnings on any materials using the slur for Romani in the title or 
description.”



Where students miss out

● Closed stacks
● New music
● Minimal vendor or OCLC records

“I wish I could be able to find more 
recent percussion solos in the library.”

“The library has a VERY limited 
selection of percussion repertoire, I can 
never find what I want for lessons.”

–anonymous survey responses



Local subject headings



New scores in the frontlog

● 43% composed within the 
last 20 years

● Creators of diverse 
genders, races, and 
ethnicities represented



How do JSoM students use our library? 

● Students often: 
○ Browse the open stacks to find new (to them) music
○ Use instrument-specific reference guides

○ Ask “Where can I find solo oboe music?”
○ Look for specific works that they already know about

● Searching for materials by gender diverse creators
○ Google (72%)
○ IUCAT (61%)
○ Browsing (34%)

M1022 Oboe with orchestra, full scores
M1022.5 Cadenzas for such works
M1023 Oboe with orchestra, piano reductions
etc.



Gender diversity

● Databases or lists
○ Initial and continued consent
○ Significant upkeep required
○ Selected works

● LibGuides
○ Avoid conflating identities

● Well-informed staff
● Inclusion

Selected Resources
● Queering Choir
● Blurring the Binary
● Choirclusive
● GALA Choruses
● PFLAG 
● Digital Transgender Archive
● IU Libraries Transgender Resources 

research guide



Review of current description practices

● Updated terms for Library of 
Congress subject headings, 
medium of performance 
thesaurus, and Library of 
Congress genre/form terms

● Recording gender in name 
authority records

● Current use of local subject 
headings



Updated controlled vocabulary

● LC Subject Headings:
○ Topical subject headings

■ Transgender singers
■ Transgender musicians (*NOT* Transgender composers)
■ Non-genderconforming people
■ Two-spirit people

● Medium of performance
○ Transgender voice
○ Transgender chorus
○ Equal voices

■ (advise against using terms such as women’s chorus, female voice, men’s chorus, and male 
voice)

● On-going recommendations 
○ LGBTQ+ Funnel projects
○ Gendered demonyms (Ulstermen, Filipinos, etc.)
○ Revisions to LCSHM



Supplemental controlled vocabularies

● The Gender, Sex, and Sexual Orientation (GSSO) ontology
● Homosaurus
● Colbert’s Bibliography of GLBT Controlled Vocabularies and Classification 

Schemes
● Ganin’s QueerLCSH
● LGBTQ+ Life (EBSCO)



Recording gender in LC Name Authority records

- Not recording gender in 375
- New policies for recording former names
- Do not record gendered terminology in 374
- 670 $a Source citation recommendations
- Avoid using 670 $b to justify former names or details of transition.



Local Subject Headings

● Conflation of identities
○ Issues with using LGBTQ as a catch-all (conflating sexuality and gender identity)
○ Issues with using gender-diverse (or gender nonconforming) as a catch-all

● Ethical implications
○ While helping patrons have access to materials by gender-diverse creators, it can also 

endanger creators.
○ Outing composers and performers.
○ Keeping accurate descriptions current.



Current use of local subject headings at IU

Black Music Collection-Archives of African American Music and Culture

Latin-American Music Collection-Latin American Music Center

Donor-specific collections



LC Subject headings

Woman composers

Gay composers

Lesbian composers

Black composers

Gender-nonconforming people



Proposed local subject heading(s)
Gender-nonconforming Music Collection

Local subject heading record Bibliographic record





Representation in 
IUCat



Discussion of future plans and/or implications

Maintaining safety of creators

Being able to maintain accurate records

Future proposals by Library of Congress SACO funnels

Discussion with other Indiana University Libraries

Possibly including the heading for gender-diverse student composers in records 
for IU performances via voluntary information surveys/forms
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