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The appearance of a good boolc i n  any f i e ld  must alvays be a cause for  
rejoicing among scholars i n  that  f ield,  but I Peel that  the publication 
of a f irst-rate worlr on calendar customs c d l s  fo r  sometug  more &reme-- 
perhaps dancing i n  the streets! Surely there i s  no more neglected area of 
01.12 discipline; while excellent studies of narratives, songs and ballads 
ushg new approaches and techniques are published ~ T t h  feir regularity, 
the folkJ-oorlst interested i n  custm is  faced 115th one dreaqy collection 
af ter  ai~o-bher of melated customs l i s ted  uith no regard to  function. !.'tth 
the b r i l l i an t  exception of IIerbert EIalpert' s Ch&strne2 iimraing & . 
~JelrPoundLand and a few scattered art icles,  one might really say that the 
study of c ~ s t a n s  has remained p i ~ l t y  much bogged d o ~ m  in the 19th century. 
& Terra PLazzq i s  a model study of a custom, superbly carried out 
by vhat must surely be the ideal fiald team: one native who i s  thoroughly 
familiar ~,r l th ' the 1-ge, t h e  people and  tihe territorg, and one objective 
outsider. 

The palio of Siena i s  f s l5 l i a . r  to many tour is ts  and t o  anyone \3110 has 
done much reading about Italy. Superf iciR1l.y it i s  a race vhich i s  
held %vice each summer among ten ~ O ~ S ~ S  r,~hich rep-resent f e n  of the 
seventeen $on-trade o r  rrmds of Siena. The race is preceded by a four- 
hour parade i n  elzborate historical dress. In fac t ,  the p W  i s  an 
extremely complex y i t ~ a J .  i n  tlhich the entire city participates, not 0111y 
on the day of -idle race, but th-rougl~out the year. 

In  the f i r s t  chapter the axthorn give a brief history of the p d i o  snd 
of related mimic battles and r i t~& games i n  Siena. The second chapter 
i s  concerned 1d-b the contraae into trhich the ci ty i s  divided. The 
peculiar relationship of the Sienese citizen to Ids contrada i s  the 
basis of the palio and. the authors give a careful and detailed account 
not only of the srructure of the contrade, but also oE the syrrbols, 
blasons populaixs and rituals by i~hicli the Wvidua3. i s  identified 
with his contraGa. Tl1;19 tra.di-tional rLval,~*ies b t t ~ e e n  pairs of contrade 
(nhich v i t d l y  acffect Vle race, since the enax of the winner is con- 
sidered t o  have los t )  are also discussed. 

After establishing the background the authors a v e  a complete description 
of the events leading up t o  the race, the race itse?l", ancl the part it 
plays i n  the daily U v e s  of the Sienese. T b  most impressive feature 
of t h i s  book i s  the w q y  in ~ ~ h i c h  the autl~ors imve been able t o  lmda-e 
a truly staggering amom% of detail ,  ranging frm the choodng of the 
horses t o  the banquet served by the ~ ~ i n n e r s ,  ~Jrithout once Losiag sight 
of the whole picture. TMs i s  especially impressive i n  view of the 
fac t  that  a large number of the deta i ls  of the rece, especially the 
miti (secret agreements bekreen one contrada and another o r  between 
R contrac?a and o jockey) are not made public. Also, the p d i o  i s  not 



an isolated eveit, but i s  a focal point Por the a c t i v i t i e s  of the Sienese 
throughout the year. ThereT~~e ,  -the authors had t o  deal not oKLy 't.Jith 
the race, but d s o  ~.&lith such diverse phenomena as chilclTenr s games, 
proverbial speech, and gmb2-ing; dedces.  The c l ~ a j l e r  on the p d i o  
i n  song gives some idea or" the amount of material which had t o  be 
covered; each song associated with the palio exis ts  i n  a-t l e a s t  1'7 
variants! The  mitten desci.iptions are enhanced by 62 beautifully 
reproduced color plates. 

The excellent tecludque involved f o r  gatliering the material fox- t h i s  
book and the  ski?-3. l&Lh ilhich it i s  presented are indisputable. The 
only par t  of the  ~~oorl: 13hich may expect t o  d x ~ v  f h e  from some folkl.ori.sto 
i s  the  chapter i n  which the authors give t h e i r  :in=berpreta'cion of the meaning 
af the pd-20, which involves both skvcLural and p s y c h o a n d ~ ~ i c d  analyses. 
I find their  explanations both reasonable and conxbcing--as they point 
out, it i s  hard t o  avoid reading sexual syrnboliso in to  a horserace in 
vhich joclceys camj \hips made of the stretched, dried penises of cdves .  
I t~ouLd strong2.y rocommend t h i s  book t o  all fo lbJor is t s  2s a node1 study 
of a cuhtom; tho se who have problems with pqrchoana7,y-P;ical interpretat ions 
can always skip the l a s t  chapter. 

It i s  almost kgoss ib le  t o  praise La TeTr.l.a in Piazza highly enough. 
Hot cily have the authors included a. good bibliograpl~y, ,superb il2-ustrztions 
ancl a helpful glosse.q, they have also done a f ine  job of .clpiting. I n  
addition t o  purchasing t h i s  book f o r  your olm collection I suggest tha t  
you buy a copy f o r  any friend ~ ~ h o  may be t ravel l ing t o  I t d ~ r  *&his summer. 
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Leonard Ibberts has carved a las t ing  niche f o r  himself a s  a co?!lector 
of I1regionaL, iT i . e . Xentucky, folklore. T11i.s, h i s  most recent bools 
(ii'61 of the A.F.S. iIemoir ser ies)  I s  the realization of his dream 
Lo ',ring together i n  a single volume the  personal h is tor ies  and rem- 
iniscences of the rneml~ers of the Couch f d l y  dong  ~t i t l l  t h e i r  complete 
songs and nmraiive repertoire, a s  collected by lhim over a five-year 
period from L951 t o  '955. 

A s  2 0 b e ~ t  s e;~plains i n  the introduction, prohibitive publication co st s 
forced the orlgind! publication of 1G.s Couch f d l y  malerial. i n  tvo 
separate rneCia, "The f olkt~ays, Local legends, ancl expe~ience s should 
constitu-be a le t te rpress  volume--mid t h i s  becam & Cutshin Down 
m. The mass of songs and t a l e s  should be the other, and t h i s  
b e c a e  a microcard vo?.uroe, '&ales wand S o n ~ s  $he Go- -, hot11 
brought out in 1959. & r ~ h e  existence of the l a t e r  document i s  




