
 
 
 

Night and Day 
 
 

a suite of scores composed by 

Nicholas Slaughter 
 

 

Featuring music from: 

 
Detective LaBounty and the Mystical Murdered 

Mistress (2024) 

& 

The Eclipse (2024) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted to the faculty of the 
Jacobs School of Music in partial fulfillment 

of the requirements for the degree, 
Master of Music 

Indiana University, Bloomington 
July 2024 



 ii 

  



 iii 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accepted by the faculty of the 
Indiana University Jacobs School of Music 

In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree 
Master of Music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   
Larry Groupé, Director of Thesis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 iv 

Table of Contents 
 

I.  Detective LaBounty and the Mystical Murdered Mistress (2024) ••• 1 
Score 

 
Instrumentation••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 
Program Notes•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 
Score ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 

 
II.  The Eclipse (2024)•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 

“Dusk in Daylight” (Normal Version) 
 

Instrumentation••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 12 
Program Notes•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 13 
Score ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14 

 
III.  The Eclipse (2024) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 24 

“Dusk in Daylight” (Eclipse Glasses Version) 
 

Instrumentation••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25 
Score ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 26 

 



 Page 1 

 

Detective LaBounty and 
the Mystical Murdered 

Mistress 
Score 

 
 

directed by Graham Hastings 
 

music by Nicholas Slaughter 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Runtime - 3:31 
 

Score – 3:31 
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Instrumentation 
Detective LaBounty and the Mystical Murdered Mistress 

(2024) 
 

directed by Graham Hastings 
 

music by Nicholas Slaughter 
 
 
 
 

1 Flute (doubling piccolo) 
1 B-flat Clarinet (doubling Bass Clarinet) 
 
1 Percussion (Suspended Cymbal, Crotales - bowed) 
 
1 Harp 
 
1 Violin 
1 Cello  
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Program Notes 
Detective LaBounty and the Mystical Murdered Mistress 

(2024) 
 

directed by Graham Hastings 
 

music by Nicholas Slaughter 
 
 This score was written for one of twelve films made as part of IU’s 
collaboration between the media school and Jacobs, “Double Exposure.” This 
project had composers collaborate with student filmmakers to write a score for 
their short film, which would then be premiered with live musicians playing part 
of the score. 
 
 Detective LaBounty is a short comedy film in which the titular detective is 
called to investigate the disappearance of a university student, Abby. When 
LaBounty arrives at her dorm room, he discovers the place to be in a state of 
disarray. Fortunately, Abby is still there. Unfortunately, she seems to be possessed 
and promptly attacks LaBounty. When she knocks him out with a glass bottle over 
the head, he is rushed to the ER, where his vitals drop, and he appears to die. 
However, as soon as his phone rings (another case calling) he jolts up, brought 
back to life. 
 
 This score goes from a light-hearted jazz tune, to a dissonant horror sound, 
and back to upbeat jazz. This was also my first foray into writing anything 
significant in these styles, and I am proud of the product. For the jazz section, I 
wrote a 16-bar melody inspired by a few different jazz standards (namely Take the 
A Train) and orchestrated it with the instruments I had available. The jazz sections 
of the score primarily feature a pre-recorded combo (piano, drums, and bass) with 
the live instruments acting as a bit of timbral coloring. The horror section 
contrasts from this by exclusively using the live instruments. The saxophone that 
plays at the very end of the piece was performed by my director, Graham, who had 
expressed interest in contributing to the jazzy score I had written. He was 
wonderful to work with, very much wanting me to bring my artistic voice to the 
project and express it in a way I thought was best, a luxury that most filmmakers 
in the industry do not give to their composers. 
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The Eclipse 
“Dusk in Daylight (Normal Version)” 

 
 

designed by Peter Lim, Jake Morgenstern, and Elikem 
Bleah 

 
music by Nicholas Slaughter 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Score – 8:10 
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Instrumentation 
The Eclipse (2024) 

“Dusk in Daylight (Normal Version)” 
 

designed by Peter Lim, Jake Morgenstern, and Elikem Bleah 
 

music by Nicholas Slaughter 
 
 
 
 

1 Bass Ocarina 
 
Piano I 
Piano II 
 
1 Kalimba 
1 Vibraphone - bowed 
 
Violin I 
Violin II 
Viola 
Cello  
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Program Notes 
The Eclipse (2024) 

“Dusk in Daylight (Normal Version)” 
 

designed by Peter Lim, Jake Morgenstern, and Elikem Bleah 
 

music by Nicholas Slaughter 
 
 The Eclipse was a game created as part of a collaboration between two IU 
student organizations: the Music & Games Society and Game Dev @ IU. In April 
2024, these groups came together to put on a Game Jam, an event where game 
developers create a new video game from scratch within a short period of time (in 
this case, 72 hours). As a part of this game jam, several composers (including 
myself) joined teams of designers, programmers, and artists and we composed 
original music for the projects. I was in a team of five, including myself, the three 
game designers credited above, and a fellow composer, Sy Anderson. Sy’s music 
plays during the title screen and my music plays during gameplay. 
 
 In The Eclipse, the player must navigate a mysterious environment and solve 
puzzles within a time limit. The game takes place during a total solar eclipse, and 
the player has until the eclipse ends (which takes exactly 8 minutes) to complete 
the puzzles before everything resets. Early in the game, the player finds a pair of 
eclipse glasses, which aids them by revealing hidden puzzle elements and letting 
them look directly at the eclipse without being blinded. 
 
 The two tracks I wrote– “Dusk in Daylight (Normal Version)” and “Dusk in 
Daylight (Eclipse Glasses Version)” –are both different variations of the same track 
with completely different instrumentation. The “Normal” version uses more real-
sounding instrument samples (and a bass ocarina played by yours truly), while the 
“Eclipse Glasses” version only uses synthesizers. The track playing changes 
depending on whether the player is wearing the aforementioned eclipse glasses or 
not. These two tracks line up and are integrated in such a way that switching 
between the two is as seamless as possible.  
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Dusk in Daylight (normal version)
Nicholas Slaughterfor the game "The Eclipse" (2024)
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The Eclipse 
“Dusk in Daylight (Eclipse Glasses Version)” 

 
 

designed by Peter Lim, Jake Morgenstern, and Elikem 
Bleah 

 
music by Nicholas Slaughter 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Score – 8:10 

  



 Page 25 

Instrumentation 
The Eclipse (2024) 

“Dusk in Daylight (Eclipse Glasses Version)” 
 

designed by Peter Lim, Jake Morgenstern, and Elikem Bleah 
 

music by Nicholas Slaughter 
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