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PROGRAM NOTE

Centuries before Romeo & Juliet, there were the star-crossed lovers of
ancient Persian legend: Layla & Majnun. The young poet Majnun,
forbidden from marrying Layla, retreats into the wilderness, where he
descends into madness pining for his beloved and ultimately perishes.

This piece depicts Majnun’s emotions at his most desolate moment, alone
in the wilderness and mad with longing. There are four sections, each
capturing a different stage of Majnun’s grief.

The first section, “He laments,” introduces the despair motif: three
descending notes with a repeated middle note. Different pairs of
instruments take over the melody, adding embellishments that evoke
Iranian classical music's improvisatory nature. Little by little more layers
are added, symbolizing Majnun’s gradual descent into madness.

A sudden shift to a chorale texture signals the beginning of the second
section, “He prays.” For the first time, we hear the hope motif: three
ascending notes, with the first and last notes longer than the middle note.
It is Majnun’s earnest plea to be reunited with his beloved.

The serene atmosphere quickly gives way to “He wails,” the third section.
Here, the despair motif takes on an anguished character, representing the
unbearable pain of Majnun’s longing.

After one final agonized cry—a sustained chord played by the entire
orchestra—the final section “He fantasizes” ensues. Caught in a trance-
like state, which is represented by a flowing stream of notes, Majnun
dreams of his beloved. Just as despair and hope struggle against each other
in Majnun’s heart, the despair and hope motifs compete for dominance
throughout this section.

The piece concludes with a foreboding chord in the orchestra’s lowest

register: Majnun’s tragic end.
—Kian Ravaei
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(Transposed)

MAJNUN IN THE WILDERNESS

Kian Ravaei

Part 1: He laments. (2024)
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Part 4: He fantasizes.
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