
Student Growth, 

A Focus on the 

The Art of 

Rhetoric



HELLO!
I am Isabelle Zimmerman

This is my Graduate & Advance to Teaching “Evidence 
of Student Learning” Presentation
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Teachers are naturally expected to show their student’s growth. During 
my fourteen weeks as a teacher candidate (student teacher), I collected 
and have now analyzed data on my student’s learning. My focus while 

teaching was upon the rhetorical devices (as well as some other basics). 
Or, also commonly known as, the modes of persuasion. The students had 

quite an interesting time learning about ethos, logos, and pathos. To 
learn about these, we had socratic seminars, debates, an 

argumentative/persuasive essay, and read/analyzed a variety of texts. 

I had 5 classes of Sophomore Honors, and 1 Regular. 

3



Getting to Know My Students!
Before ever teaching my students, I wanted to get to know them, and so 
should you! I took an interest inventory. Through the interest inventory, I 

found students of many different likes and interests. 
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Focus/Topic
THE RHETORICAL DEVICES:

▫ ETHOS- Appeal to Ethics; focusses on speaker's 
credibility and character.

▫ LOGOS-Appeal to logic; focusses on speaker's reason.
▫ PATHOS-Appeal to emotion; focusses on speakers 

word choices, meaningful language, stories, etc to 
evoke emotion.

(we did not involve Kairos...)
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The Why
Standards:
❖ “RV. 3.1 Analyze the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in works of literature, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone, including words with multiple meanings.”

❖ Writing 3.1: “Write arguments in a variety of forms that: Introduce claim(s),distinguish the 
claim(s)from alternate or opposing claims,and create an organization that establishes clear 
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

Why Rhetoric is important: Rhetoric is an art of effective 
communication in which speakers can us it to inform, persuade, 
or motive an audience. Without it, where would we be?
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Pretest!
To see what my students already knew about the rhetorical devices or 
topics relating to such, they had a pretest including questions:

1. What is a claim?
2. What are the MAIN three rhetorical strategies? 
3. What is ethos ?
4. What is pathos?
5. What is logos?
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How the Rhetorical Devices were 
Applied!

To learn about these, we had:

▫ Socratic seminars/ In Class Discussions
▫ Debates
▫ An argumentative/persuasive essay
▫ Read/analyzed a variety of texts (12 Angry Men, Julius Caesar, and 

Animal Farm).
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Socratic 
Seminars
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Debates
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Argumentative 
Research Essay
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Reading & Analysis of 
Texts
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RHETORICAL DEVICE ROADMAP
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1 3 5

642

UNDERSTAND WHAT 
THE RHETORICAL 

DEVICES ARE AND HOW 
TO USE THEM APPLY DEVICES  IN 

CLASS DEBATE

ANALYZE TEXT #2 
(JULIUS CAESAR)

ANALYZE TEXT #1 
(12 ANGRY MEN)

APPLY DEVICES IN 
ARGUMENTATIVE 
RESEARCH ESSAY

(logos & ethos only)

ANALYZE & EVALUATE
IN CLASS ACTIVITIES 

PROJECT



What Happened
With the students we discussed and 
discussed and discussed some more 
and applied and applied and applied 
some more! Until they (hopefully!!) 

got it!
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Evidence of Student Growth
Question 1: What is an claim?
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Evidence of Student Growth
Question 2: What are the MAIN three rhetorical strategies? 
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Evidence of Student Growth
Question 3: What is ethos? 
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Evidence of Student Growth
Question 4: What is pathos? 

 

18



Evidence of Student Growth
Question 5: What is logos? 
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Student Response 
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Student Response 
▫ “The most important rhetorical device depends on the person and audience. For 

example, a child will not comprehend the importance of ethos so the most important 
to them would be pathos. Before taking this class, I had always believed in logos 
because I saw it all as surface level and did not think that anything besides facts were 
important. Now, I see that logos is the most simple and surface level because pathos 
uses emotion which is so worth so much more and ethos uses credibility and ethics.“

▫ "Rhetorical devices are critically important for students to be able to correctly utilize 
in their lives. Ethos, pathos, and logos may sound unassuming and easy to discredit, 
however, they play a key role in any type of persuasive writing."
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“Which Rhetorical Device do you think is the most 
useful?”
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Pathos
Appeal to emotion; focusses on speakers word 
choices, meaningful language, stories, etc to evoke 
emotion.

Logos

Appeal to logic; focus on speaker’s reason

Ethos
Appeal to Ethics; focusses on speaker's credibility 
and character.



“What is your favorite Rhetorical Device to use?”
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Pathos
Appeal to emotion; focusses on speakers word 
choices, meaningful language, stories, etc to evoke 
emotion.

Logos

Appeal to logic; focus on speaker’s reason

Ethos
Appeal to Ethics; focusses on speaker's credibility 
and character.



What I may do Differently?
While I did many check ins for the 

argumentative research essay, I would like 
to do more with other units to ensure every 
student is truly understanding the material. 
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HELLO!
Isabelle Zimmerman

Student Growth, A Focus on the The Art of Rhetoric

QUESTIONS?
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