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ders are scattered over the surface. Several good gravel pits are
found also in the southern part of the township.
Grange Corner is the only town in the township.

LiserTy ToWNSHIP.

In this area is found a modification of the Knox silt loam. It
is whiter in color, more compact, and iron concretions are found
on the surface and scattered through the soil. These present in
a soil indicate need of drainage and aeration. With proper drain-
age and with air in the soil these pellets of iron will disintegrate,
mix with the soil and give it a darker color. It will then be a
typically developed Knox silt loam. The area has been mapped in
as Knox silt loam, since it is a modification of this type. The Wa-
bash silt loam of this area is very productive. Corn is the prin-
cipal erop grown. It is seldom that a crop is lost by high water.
The first terrace or bottom land is for the greater part owned by
large landowners and rented to tenants. Grain rent is the method
usually practised.

In ordinary seasons raising a crop of corn in the river bottoms
is not a difficult task. The ground is listed, followed by the planter.
When the corn is up large enough to cultivate, sometimes the or-
dinary cultivator is used; again, the sled dise cultivator is used
to push into the furrow a little of the dirt of the ridge at each side
of the row. This covers all weeds starting to grow. This method
of cultivation predominates.

The dune-like ridges of sand appear in this township on the
uplands, bordering first bottoms. At Howard water stands in wells
within four or five feet of the surface in wells seven or eight feet
in depth. Those who live in this community say that some places
wells may be dug very deep but no water is found. In other places
at six or eight feet abundance of water is found. This is explained
in this way: In some places at a depth of a few feet a layer of
hard blue clay that is impervious to water is encountered. It even
comes to the surface in places. It is lenticular in shape, with the
convex side down, very much as if a huge saucer was set deep in
the sand, its rim extending to the surface in places. This saucer-
shaped layer of impervious clay holds the water, furnishing wells
in this area with plenty of water. Wells then outside of this area
must reach great depths to find water.

East of Howard there is an elongated hill occupied by the
Ephlin Cemetery. There is also another smaller mound east of
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this one that may deserve comment, on the west bank of Mill Creek.
Some have attempted to trace their origin to the work of Indians
or the Mound Builders. This is not necessary at all, for a little
study will convince the observer that they were once a part of the
uplands to the west, as they have the same structure. The mean-
dering Mill Creek has cut away that which is valley now and these
knolls were points encircled by the crooked stream. When the
stream completed its crookedness to that point that the channel
cut through its bank the oxbow was left, the mound was left and
the stream had a straighter channel. Since the stream abandoned
the oxbow to the west of the graveyard, soil has washed from the
uplands and from the ridge until to the untrained eye no remains
of a former stream channel is present. The other knoll has been
separated in a similar manner.

Coal Creek and Mill Creek have worn their channels through
these sand ridges. Some small, rich, black spots or depressions,
once ponds, north of Tangier and probably in other sections of
the county, now drained and farmed, have been a source of dis-
content with many farmers. Farmers call them alkali spots. The
best treatment for these areas is underdrainage, and the applica-
tion of barnyard manure, straw, cornstalks, or any other rough
material.

About one mile west and one-fourth mile north on the section
line in a deep ravine a layer of glacial pebbles are exposed. They
appear immediately above a layer of hard blue clay. This condi-
tion can be traced up the ravine for quite a distance, when it finally
disappears beneath the hill. The mass of glacial till above this
layer is twenty to twenty-five feet thick. The coarse mass of gla-
cial bowlders are in a layer of one and one-half to two feet thick,
with huge bowlders scattered here and there in the ravine. One
large, massive limestone bowlder, coarse, blue and fossiliferous, was
found associated with the others of igneous origin. It contains
about two cubic yards. Many of the rocks are deeply striated.

About a mile south of the Coal Creek bridge, at Waterman,
there is an exposure of shale along a small ravine, very fossilif-
erous.

PexN TowNsHIP.

In many ways this is a very interesting township. Much at-
tention is given to dairy and truck farming. It boasts of having
within its boundary one of the largest, if not the largest dairy
barns in the county. The barn is located one-half mile west of
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Annapolis. Silos are conspicuous features in this township. In
fact silos are getting a place on every farm where progressive agri-
culture is practiced. Farmers who now have one silo, as their busi-
ness allows build another. When once a farmer knows the value
of a silo by actual experience he is silo promoter ever after.

One farmer in the northwest part of the area made good use
of the water from a spring that flows through a bottom field. In
the middle of summer when the soil is dry he makes irrigation
ditches that carry the water to various parts of the field. First
the stream is allowed to flow through one main stream and its
divisions to one part of the field, then transferred to another main
trench and its division to another part of the field. Thus the stream
is swung back and forth in this manner, keeping all parts of the
field supplied with moisture. The changes were made every two
or three days. The corn showed clearly the effect of this treat-
ment. This unique plan of conserving the natural resources should
be made use of by others. The spring that furnished the water
for this project tlows, as shown by actual weir measurements, a
head of water one and three-eighths inches deep and three inches
wide, or at a rate of fourteen and one-half gallons a minute. This
in twenty-four hours would be 662.5 barrels. A small concrete
dam at the end of the hollow could be erected at small cost, then
the entire field could be watered. There are probably other con-
ditions in the county that could be handled in like manner.

On the south side of Rockport bridge, west of the place where
once stood the Rockport mill, a small spring finds its way to the
surface, on the south side of the road. It crosses beneath the road
and loses itself in the sandy bottom land below. [t flows 13.7 barrels
a day during the driest summer. This would be an excellent place
for a public watering place. A conecrete trough here would mean
much to the locality and be a great convenience to the traveling
public. It is located on one of the main roads of the county, and
if possible should be improved. If the material was furnished by
the township the remainder of the work would be gladly donated
by men living near this place.

A gravel pit containing material above the average quality for
road purposes is located on the farm of Mr. Morgan, one mile east
of Rockport bridge. It contains caleium carbonate in great quan-
tities which act as a cementing material. It binds the eravel to-
gether with such force that masses of great size must be thrown
aside because they cannot be erumbled. These bowlders of cement-
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ed gravel are evidence of the cementing power of the caleium car-
bonate present. When gravel from this pit is used upon the road
it seems to set, forming a hard and resistant road, one that packs
quickly and stays solid through the dry summer season. It does
not pick up, forming ‘‘chuck holes,”” as the ordinary gravel road.

One change in water courses is plainly in evidence in this town-
ship immediately southwest of Bloomingdale. The old channel of
Leatherwood was southwest from Bloomingdale, through Rocky
Run, down past Coloma, then west, receiving the waters of the
present Leatherwood at a point no great distance from its con-
fluence with Big Raccoon Creek. The change has been brought
about by stream piracy. In Section 22, what is now the channel
of Leatherwood was once only a tributary to what is now the lower
course of present Leatherwood. When this condition existed the
head waters of Leatherwood from Bloomingdale flowed through
the shorter and older channel by way of Rocky run. But the trib-
utary in Section 22 lengthened and deepened very rapidly until
it intersected the old channel, diverting the head waters of Rocky
Run. The upper course of the beheaded stream filled, forming a
lake or pond. Later Rocky Run cut the lower rim lower, as it
slowly deepened its channel, draining the area. Probably old
Leatherwood’s water had become slugegish and slow, wearing its
channel very little, while the pirate stream was active, with swifter
current and greater power to deepen its channel. The bed of this
stream being more easily eroded. The tributary then on reaching
old Leatherwood diverted the head waters through its new and
present course.

Bloomingdale, located on the C., H. & D. Railroad, is the prin-
cipal town of this area. Tt has a eanning factory that uses great
quantities of corn and tomatoes. A large clay factory that makes
a variety of earthenware is situated immediately west of Bloom-
ingdale. The clay used by this plant is unexcelled any place in
the State. Several carloads of clay are shipped from here each
vear.

Coke Oven Hollow, two and one-half miles west of Annapolis,
has been famous for years for its fine quality of potter’s clay.
The plant at Bloomingdale gets its supply from this pit.

Bloomingdale Academy, one of the oldest institutions of learn-
ing in Parke County, is located at Bloomingdale.

The prevailing soil type of this township is the Knox silt loam.
The extreme northern portion is very rough and broken, being cut

%3
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up by Sugar Creek and its tributaries. In the uplands bordering
Sugar Creek are small patches of sand here and there, changing
to gravel in places. A mass of bowlders of glacial origin, north-
east of Annapolis about three miles, immediately above the Cox
Ford bridge, show the position of a moraine.

The great number of silos already in use and the still greater
number being erected in this as well as in many other parts of
the county are evidence of thrift, enterprise and progress of the
Parke County farmers.

Raccoon TowNsHIP.

This township lies wholly within the Valley of the Raccoons.
The wide fertile flood plains of Big Raccoon Creek produce abun-
dant erops of corn and wheat. Alluvial flood plains in recent years
do not receive the fertility and richness of deposits as in former
vears. The uplands have been stripped of their richness by years
of erosion until now, although the weathering eontinues, no fer-
tile soil is left to be carried to the larger streams and be deposited
as alluvium. But as scientific methods of agriculture are practiced
and the original fertility of the land is approached, alluvial plains
will also inerease in fertility.

The hills in many parts of the township contain great quanti-
ties of gravel of good quality. A water power mill is located at
Bridgeton.

Frorma TowNsHIP.

This township econtains within its boundaries the valleys of
three of the four largest water courses of the county, the Wabash,
Big Racecoon, and its principal tributary, Little Raccoon, besides
numerous tributaries to these streams.

The wide terraces along the Wabash in places reach a width
of two miles. A mammoth gravel terrace extends south from
Lyford to the county line. The terrace is the first above the alluvial
flood plain of the Wabash. Much of the gravel is consumed for
local road building, while still greater quantities are shipped to
other places. The old canal parallels this gravel terrace.

Three railroads cross the township, giving its inhabitants good
shipping facilities for farm produects, as well as the products of the
mine and pit, for great quantities of coal, shale and gravel are
sent out. Finished products of clay and shale in the form of
brick and tile, both drain and sewer, are shipped out of the county.
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A lake occupied a large area east of Rosedale in early times. It
was called ‘‘Nigger Leg Lake’ in honor of an old Indian chief,
““Nigger Leg,”” whose tribe occupied the region about the time the
first white settlers came to this section of the country. It is re-
ported that at the east side of the lake was the Indians’ burying
ground. From the gravel pit, said to be the burying ground, many
human bones have been unearthed by men hauling gravel from
the pit. The pit contains some good gravel for road material.

There is a story current concerning the origin of the lake that
during the ice invasion a mammoth cake of ice was buried very
deep here and that part of the ice yet remains. The ice that re-
mains buried is still melting and is the source of the water flowing
from the lake.

““Nigger Leg Lake’ was in early times the best fishing grounds
in the community. The lake is no doubt the remnant of Raccoon’s
former channel. [t is now being drained by open ditches. Though
it was the driest part of the summer when visited, large quanti-
ties of water were leaving it by way of the open ditches. Farm
crops are gradually encroaching upon the area once occupied by
the large body of water. Only a few years will elapse before the
whole area will be producing abundant crops of corn, wheat and
oats. The area is now called ‘‘Nigger Leg Prairie,”” and is par-
tially covered with wild grass. The southeast part of the area is
soft and quaking. The soil is black, in places muck. The soil auger
could easily be thrust four feet into the soil with one hand. This
does not represent the depth of the soil, only the length of the
auger.

Immediately to the southwest of the lake the Knox sand sets in.
To the north the lake gradually passes into the Raccoon bottoms.

North of Jessup a small area of second hottoms is found, but
was mapped as first bottom, the area being small and the soil being
very much like the other.

Rosedale is the principal city of this township, with a popula-
tion of 1,166.

The area in the Wabash River bottom, mapped Knox fine sand,
is adapted to melons and truck farming. During the high waters
of the spring of 1913 only a very small portion of the highest points
of this ridge were above water. The houses are situated on the
highest points of this ridge, but even then some dwellers were
forced to move in boats to their neichbors’ as the water encroached
dangerously near the buildings. All the lower ground to the east
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of this ridge to the uplands, a distance of a mile, was covered by
water to enormous depths.

A field of hairy vetch, winter variety, was sown in the fall of
1913 south of Rosedale. It should be watched by farmers living on
this type of soil, as it is in need of organiec matter. The plowing
under of green crops and the addition of barnyard manure will
add materially to the productivity of the soil.

RESERVE TowNSHIP.

The township contains some of the richest alluvial soils that the
Wabash River enriches throughout its course. The Wabash silt
loam of Liberty Township changes in Reserve almost to the Wa-
bash fine sandy loam. This is due wholly, probably, to one factor.
Sugar Creek enters the wide Wabash Valley immediately north
of West Union, in the northern part of the township. When the
Wabash is within its natural bed, Sugar Creek follows its ordinary
course to the river, but in times of flood, when the waters of the
Wabash cover the first terrace, the channel of Sugar Creek is
shortened from one-half to three-fourths of a mile. The swift cur-
rent of Sugar Creek entering this great mass of water in the low-
lands, is checked, being forced to give up part of its load. The
heavier or coarser material is deposited near its channel. The
finer material carried in suspension will be deflected by the waters
of the Wabash and carried southward down its course. As the
water of the bottoms are quieter than in the main current, this
material will be deposited, giving the area a layer of sand, silt
and clay.

The channel of Sugar Creek, in Parke (‘ounty, to the mouth of
Rush Creek, has been worn very deep in massive sandstone. The
tributaries to Sugar Creek flow through glacial deposits carrying
gravel, pebbles and bowlders, besides silt, sand and clay. These
are the tools the stream uses in cutting its bed wider and deeper
in the massive sandstone. This accounts for the great load of sand
carried by Sugar Creek on reaching the Wabash. Only a part
of the sand and silt lodges on the immediate lowlands, greater (uan-
tities being carried long distances before being deposited.

The second terrace, of the Sioux sandy loam type, has a width
of two miles in places before the upland is reached. The second
terrace road from the county line on the south, to West Union, is
one the traveler will long remember. Looking down over the low-
lands toward the river the traveler will see green fields of pasture
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and growing crops. The glistening rails of steel of the railway,
keeping pace with the traveler, the haze in the distance, make up
a scene so entrancing that one with any romance in his life will
ponder, dream, awake and exclaim, beautiful!

Montezuma is situated on the Wabash River on the edge of
a river terrace. The uplands to the east, being nearly one and one-
half miles, mark the eastern boundary of the old Wabash River
channel. Montezuma has a population of 1,537.

Reserve Township has two railroads, the Chicago & Eastern
Illinois and the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton. Great quantities
of gravel are loaded and shipped from near the junction of the
two roads east of Montezuma.

Along Rush Creek, about one-half mile north of the C. & E. 1.
Railroad bridge across Sugar Creek, a blue, fossiliferous limestone
is exposed. Outerops along the creek show a thickness of seven or
eight feet of the limestone. The stone would make excellent road
material and at the same time produce a good quality of limestone
for fertilizing purposes. The limestone is covered only by a thin
layer of soil and in much of the area soil is entirely absent. Ship-
ping facilities are first-class, for the area is immediately along the
C. & E. 1. Railroad. The area of this description covers forty to
sixty acres. Great quantities of the stone would be consumed in
the immediate locality, as there is not only a need of limestone as
a fertilizer here but a large demand for it. As valuable as the
stone is and as much need as it is on the soil of the county this
region should be worked.

Howarp TowNsHIP.

Howard Township lies almost wholly within the Sugar Creek
drainage basin. It is located in the northeast corner of the county,
joining Fountain County on the north and Montgomery County
on the east. Except in the extreme south and southeast portion
the area is rough and broken. Blackberries of fine quality grow
wild. A great amount of the area that is rough is covered with a
heavy growth of underbrush; a few scattered trees of medium
size remain, the majority of the native trees have been removed.
Surface erosion is held in check by the heavy undergrowth. Should
this be removed, land slips and gullying would work havoec among
the hills. But some of the land should be cleared enough that blue
grass could get a hold on the soil and also furnish pasture. In this
way some returns could be got from land at present almost profit-
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less.  Sweet clover of the white blossom variety could be sown in
the more open places to check the gullying, enrich the sterile soil
and furnish excellent pasture.

Two miles west of Byron, on Kellar’s Branch, there is a small
knoll probably thirty feet high. It has steep slopes on the east
and south slopes, but the other sides are such that the summit could
easily be reached by a team and wagon. Large granite and sand-
stone bowlders partly buried in the soil oceupy the steep slopes.
The main body of the knoll is made up of gravel, sand and loam;
the sand predominates. Some think it an Indian mound and con-
template searching the interior for Indian relics. Kellar’s Branch
flows on the east and south sides only a short distance away. Its
presence here is only the result of stream meander. It has been
given the name of Potato Hill.

The soil in the southern portion of the township is of the Knox
silt loam type. With proper methods of cultivation good yields of
corn, wheat and other farm products are harvested. More clover
should be grown. Limestone is needed to sweeten the soil and give
it a looser texture.

In the northeast portion of the township, along Sugar Creek,
is the remains of what was once a favorite summer resort, known
as Pleasant View. [t is very favorably surrounded by scenery so
characteristic of Sugar Creek. Refreshing springs of cold, clear
water, gorges, deep and mnarrow; high ecliffs of shale and sand-
stone, the old mill, fine shade, and rest grounds are some of the
things so attractive about these grounds. Thousands of people
visited this romantie spot each year. There was plenty of water
for swimming and bathing. Immediately below the dam was a
deep hole for those who wished to do deep diving. A pontoon
bridge across the quiet waters above the dam made the eastern
shore easily accessible. Much amusement accompanied each eross-
ing, as the bridge rocked to and fro, up and down, as each com-
pany of young people erossed and returned.

With a concrete dam across the creek at the place the old log
dam formerly occupied, cabins to replace those gone, fountains
erected, and other attractions, this place could be made second to
none in this section of the State.

Turkey Run is one of the most attractive summer resorts at
present in this section of the country. It is visited annually by
thousands of pleasure seekers. Some come to spend one day, and
some to spend weeks. The camping grounds are favorably located,
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with plenty of water, shade and swings. The mammoth giants of
the forest, the poplar trees, scattered here and there, are worth
seeing, even though there were no other attractions there. From
these, the younger generation may get an idea of the enormity
of trees that made up the primitive forests of this country. Rocky
Iollow, as the name indicates, is a rocky hollow, and more, it is
a series of hollows. Small tributaries to Sugar Creek flow through
narrow gorges, wide amphitheaters, and deep canyons cut through
solid walls of sandstone. Jumbled masses of rock that have fallen
into the valleys, dripping waters from the ledges, noisy streams
rushing down their narrow channels, make the scene enchanting.
The Hollow is on the north side of the ereek, the Run on the south
side of the creek. The two are connected by a small suspension
bridge. Many automobile parties from Danville, Ill., and various
other distant cities visit Turkey Run each season.

The broken area of this township as well as others in the
rougher areas is of the Knox silt loam type. In places where the
top soil is not protected, erosion has removed much of the top soil,
leaving the subsoil exposed. At first notice one would classify this
soil in some other soil group. As the larger stream channels are
approached the natural fertility of the soil decreases. But with
proper tillage, selection of seed and correct erop rotation, the land
produces abundantly. Sweet clover or some other legume is im-
portant in regaining this class of land. The root erop of sweet
clover is immense, and it stops washing of gullies. Land sown to
sweet clover improves rapidly because the roots die every two
vears, adding humus to the soil.

GREEN TowNSsHIP.

Some very rich soil is found in this township. In the north-
east portion of the area some black soil occupies depressions that
were once swamp lands. Underground drainage has converted this
region into productive fields. The area was mapped as Knox silt
loam, there not being sufficient black soil to separate. Southeast
of Parkeville two and one-half miles there is another area in
which natural drainage is poor and some black soil is found. Tt
has the appearance of Carrington silt loam, hut areas were too
small to separate.

Some limestone in this township is very suitable for fertilizer.
When ground and applied to the fields at the rate of one and one-
half to two tons to the acre a forward step in the restoration of

10—1685
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the natural fertility of the soil has been made. Two railroads
cross the township, giving the farmers good markets for their
grain and livestock. Little Raccoon with its tributaries drains
most of the area.

UnNion TowNsHIP.

The best farming land in Union Township is situated in the
northwest portion. The farms about Bellmore are of the Knox silt
loam type. Farms are improved and well kept. The central part
of the township is rough, being cut up by Big Raccoon Creek and
its tributaries from either side. Outcerops of sandstone and lime-
stone are found along the main stream and adjacent regions where
the tributaries have cut deep enough to expose them. The lime-
stone has been quarried some for road material, giving very satis-
factory results. The stone contains iron pyrites, commonly called
fool’s gold, for so many times has it been mistaken for gold. In
the limestone that has been exposed to weathering for some time
the softer parts have been worn away and left the hard resistant
pyrites standing out, and has much the appearance of a rosette.
The small cubes of pale brass yellow that make up the group were
responsible at these local quarries for much controversy.

The bottom lands along Big Raccoon Creek are not wide but
very fertile and productive. Ferndale, Bellmore, Iollandsburg,
and a part of Portland Mills make up the little towns of this
township.

JacksoNn TownNsHIP,

Jackson township is situated in the southeast corner of the
county. The southwestern portion of the area is level to rolling.
The soil is a light gray to ashy white color, easily worked when in
proper condition. Much of the land needs draining, as in mod-
erately wet years crops suffer greatly from this cause. Knox silt
loam is the prevailing type.

Big Raccoon Creek and Rocky Ford with their tributaries have
cut the northern half of the township into numerous valleys, leav-
ing it in a very rough condition. One problem the farmer of this
region is confronted with is the rescue of this land from the
ravenous work of streams. As the forests are cleared away erosion
gets a better chance to work, gullies are developed and grow to
enormous size in a relatively short time. The hills should be
covered with sod to prevent waste. A heavy sod of bluegrass will
prevent washing. Sweet clover is an excellent soil preserver, as



SOIL SURVEY OF PARKE COUNTY. 147

the root system is enormous. It stops the gullies from forming,
checks those already started, furnishing excellent pasture all the
while.

Mansfield, a little village situated on the west bank of Big
Raccoon Creek, is of interest because the famous Mansfield sand-
stone is typically developed here and received its name from the
little town. Considerable gravel of good quality is found in the
bed of the creek just below the mill. The uplands along Big
Raccoon contain some good gravel. The tributaries during flood
erode the adjacent hills, bringing in a large amount of gravel, de-
positing it in the bed of Raccoon. Much sandstone outcrops along
Raccoon and its tributaries in this township. The quarry just
north of Mansfield when in operation shipped great amounts of
this stone.

The soil of this township needs a good dressing of limestone.
The land has been depleted of its original store of its acid neutraliz-
ing qualities, and an attempt to restore this condition is sought
in the use of ground limestone. The bacteria of clover will not
thrive well in an acid soil. Without a legume in the crop rotation
the soil will fail in a short time to produce other crops. Sweet
clover as a soil builder is unexcelled. The sweet clover plant grows
wild along the public highways in many places. Until recently
sweet clover has been termed a weed. But recent study and ex-
periments with the plant shows it to he a very valuable weed.

In rolling to hilly areas where erosion is cutting and wasting
the fields with gullies there is no better holder of soil than sweet
clover. It grows and thrives well where no other plant would
grow, at the same time stopping the waste of the land. In regions
where there is a tendency of the soil to drift sweet clover holds
it in place.

Many farms are going to ruin through sheer indolence. The
owner, instead of being wideawake, using methods of economy and
good management, is content to follow ancestral methods of farm-
ing. Inhabitants of the soil, of this class, feed fodder of stunted
growth, grown upon a soil sour and clammy, to a degenerate class
of horses and cattle, in a little, old, open, rickety, dilapidated barn.
An invasion of this territory by men of scientific methods of farm-
ing is needed. Only by intelligent, scientific management can these
practically worn out soils be reclaimed. By application of lime-
stone, one or two tons to the acre, growing of legumes, as sweet
clover, red clover, vetch (winter variety), and alfalfa. By deep
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plowing and proper tillage, with protection against further gully-
ing, these farms may be restored partially at least to their virgin
fertility.

Sweet clover for best results should be sown in the spring with
a bushel to a bushel and a half of oats, using about twenty pounds
of sweet clover seed.

Some advantages of sweet clover over alfalfa are: cattle and
sheep do not bloat on sweet clover ; sweet clover is a biennial. The
root system is immense, spreading wide and deep. Its roots die
every two years, the roots form openings into the subsoil enriching
it with humus and leaving nitrogen in the surface soil. Alfalfa
roots do not die until the field is plowed, killing the plants. Enough
seed shatters from sweet clover to keep a stand from year to
year.

The white variety makes the best hay and pasture. Sweet
clover is worth as much ton for ton as bran to feed dairy cows.
In winter sweet clover hay is fed to hogs. Stock must learn to like
sweet clover. When once a liking for sweet clover is created no
further trouble about stock eating it is encountered. Experts claim
sweet clover is higher in protein, ash and fat than alfalfa. It adds
more organic matter to the soil because its roots die every other
vear. It is a better nitrogen gatherer than alfalfa and has a
higher feeding value pound for pound.

A small plot of ground consisting of about one acre will furnish
sufficient pasture for eighteen or twenty hogs. It should not be
pastured too young. At least ten to twelve weeks should elapse
after sowing before pasturing is begun. Hogs will not fatten
much on sweet clover alone, but bone and muscle growth are fos-
tered. With half rations of corn, hogs fatten rapidly pasturing on
sweet clover.

Seed is difficult to buy at seed houses, as they ask enormous
prices for it. It can usually be found growing along the roadside
in the neighborhood.

As a soil builder sweet clover is unexcelled. Its roots pene-
trate the hardest soil.
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