
While the purpose of this paper i s  partially descriptive, its pyimaly 
aim i s  t o  contribute t o  the search f o r  onomas-blc' ~ i . ~ e r s d s  comparing 
hypocoristics in t t ~ o  languages vhich are so d is tant  from one another, both 
gjeogre.pMcelly and genenealogicaUy, t h a t  rnutue3_ tnfuence may be assumed 
t o  be ndnima2. 

Bini  i s  the leading language of the ilid-':.Test .,.bgion of lligeria. It 3. s 
qolren, as e i ther  a first o r  a second language, isg about a n i l l ion  hoe 
hort icul turi&s in ant! around Benin City, Long ffnous as the cepi tal  of an 
indigenous MztLcan empire and the seat o? a vlgorous t radi t ion  of bronze 
por t ra i t  scuI"ptur.e. The Congoid P d 1 3 r  t o  vldd~ it belongs includes 
Eomba and S ~ ~ d l i S i .  

SimFlarities betT~een Gini and ;hgI-i,sh nicl<names w e  surpfising3.y many. 
Phonologica'lly, both la~gmge s leen heavily t o t ~ a ~ d  pdimphony9 o r  phoneme 
repe t ion  ~&tlxh ~ q o ~ d s .  Pxanp3.e~ are obolo, u2'atson (flm the base of 
bolozo 1Tfat8), end iTtm (from k n n )  . kadW2"1T'150th icnwge s, f ntemt23 
leiion in compound naues consists of SflF78.bial consonants. E~a12~3l-e EI 

are  Ehenme&en _-a (the nwe of a monarch, or iginal ly a redupliccitive nicl-mame 
derim:am -=-$ ol~eer. iiprieatil) and ---- GeorgpPorgy, from George. 

i~oqhologicalJ~y, both languages exhibit hypocoristic affixation. 
plkamples are evbavba iiDaddy,u and enana ';i,Ibmqy." In each case, Bini 

,,,,,9 ,-,, -9 
adds a prefix-ere English adds a aiffi:: t o  Eows referrfng mimately 
t o  Pather ancl mother, respectively. And both languages ndce extensive use 
of reclvplicntion. ZxmpIes of non-kin terms axe hbebe "?ascdl' (fmm 

-9 
bebe, "to be naughtyi') and Joojo (fm ~oseph) . 
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11s regaxds t-~oid-!.en@h, h-tila languages typically form niclmsmes bsr 
abridging Coma3 naraes. Exan l e s  are ode, tlStreetern (shortened from 
*biqvb6d$, "Born on the ?!adK! and & T h e  li stump-f oms1 OP susan) . In  
Bini, although formal names may have as meny as eigh-1; syllables, nicknames 
are res t r ic ted  t o  a m a d m u m  o f  sZ::. ~ ~ l a & . l ~ ,  r.1Il.e Lhglizh given names 
nay have four syllabxes, n i c l m e s  axe res t r ic ted  t o  a mzudmum of three. 

~ ~ m o ~ o g i c a l l y ,  too, C i n i  Rncl ibgl ish s l ~ a ~ e  a t-~-i!,ft. Both ere veiy 
hospitable t o  hypocoristic l o ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ s .  3ini9 i n  fact, has even delreloped a 
special "con pattern (lo1~-=1,011~high) f o r  idckname s 0-2 a g l i s h  derivation. 
.Tdmple s 3.&i9 f3;.!i?.,lgi: ( for  ? i~ l i am)  , Ziiil*, liSollyli (:or solomon) , 
and .&St&, " l ' i f i o r  ilathan). The hospital i ty  of 2 g l i s l l  i s  extendeci 
c 1 1 i e m o  n i c h m e s  of 2~0rnd.c origin. h p 1 e s  aze Janet (from Old 
F2encl~j 9 --= i~~ (fxmm IIodern ~ r e n c h ) ,  and Lola (from sparno 
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Despite these o v e r d l  siwilafitf es, hotlever, there are mew dif2erences 
of detail bet~~een  the 1 ~ ~ ~ 0 i . l s t i c  patterns of Bin5 and those of 31gUsh. 
C i i ~ i  hes no rnonr0sy,7,7~a5ic nicknames becwoe or* i t s  noqhotac t ic  nr le  the% all 
noun bases must be preceded @T vot~e!. prezixes. Iind it has no pd3ndromi.c 



nicknames co~aparab3.e t o  BgXish 9 (?or ~'abert), because i t s  phono%actic 
m7.e s prohibit closed syllables . Bini , moreover, e m b i t  s no sound- shifts 
conparable t o  the occlusion of interdental fr icat ives,  i n  English Dot and 3 
( for  Dorotby and ~ h e o d o ~ e ) .  Uthough both languages exhibit  hypocoristic 
phdrieme repetition, the  phonemes repeated in Bini are usually vowels, while 
Chose repeated i n  English a m  u d l y  consonants. 

In  the  realm of morphology, B M  lacks hypocoristic &fixes comparable 
t o  the augmentative -0 i n  .%lish D-Q o r  the diminutive -y i n  English 
D_anng (both from Daniel) . 
A semantic difference betweei tho onomastic patteims of the two languages 
i s  tha t  Bini seems t o  lad< topon c e;ld chrematonynic nicknames like 
%gli& ( for  Philadelphia 3" and Chem (for  ChevroIet autamobile). 

A f%na3. difference between B M  'and mglish i s  etymological i n  nature* 
B i n 5  laclcs polygenic nicknames l i k e  Znglish Hal (c~hich m a y  stand e i ther  f o r  
Henry o r  f o r  m o l d )  . 
Such survey$ as the foregoing, of course, raioe a s  m a y  questions as they 
anstfer. Some of tl10 questions are pract ical  matters of definftion. .For 
example, should ethnic s lu r -o rds  like Englaish ??OR, finon-iinglo-Saxon, 
o r  Binf I~thormLiitzhijn, 1tnon-3ini, " be classif edd as collective nickname S? 

Other such questions are theoretical and l e s s  amenable t o  solution by 
fiat.  One of these i s  me he her the re la t ive  brevity of nicknames-is iconic-- 
e i ther  i n  the l i t e r a l  sense tha t  nicknames refer primarily t o  people of 
abbreviated stature (namel;y, children) o r  i n  th% figurative sense %hit  
nicknames abridge the formality of non-hypocoristic appellations. Another 
i s  whether, a t  least at  the mb1imfnal level; all nicknames are not ambi- 
valent, since whatever i s  diminutive may e l i c i t  affection, compassion, -- 
riiEcule, contempt, o r  any combination of these reactions. 
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