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L-R: Winterborne Harrison-Jones, Mark Duerson, Keesha Dixon, Dennis H. Freeman, Jillian Harrison-Jones, Josiah McCruiston

During the pandemic, Reverend Dennis H. Freeman offered weekly musical
devotions for members of the Witherspoon Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis.
These performances were called “Sweet Hour of Prayer,” drawing the name from
the popular 19th-Century hymn. Each week, the Church streamed his songs of
encouragement online, which continued a long tradition in gospel music of using
hymns and spirituals to comfort and encourage the congregation during difficult
times. This collection was recorded on August 28, 2020 at one of these special
services at the Witherspoon Presbyterian Church. Additional songs at the end of
this recording were recorded before a small, socially-distanced audience at the
church on April 10, 2021.
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“T've always been interested in music,” Reverend Dennis Freeman
recalls. “I guess I've always had the ears to listen and be open. I started playing
when I was nearly five years old. I went to church and I heard a man sing ‘Joshua
Fit the Battle of Jericho’ and it just stuck in my ear.”

Soon after, his parents and the church sent him to take lessons at the Jordan
Conservatory of Music, and he has played ever since. He inherited the tradition
of gospel music and spirituals from both sides of his family. Rev. Freeman started
playing in Baptist church services as a child, accompanying his grandmother,
who was a gospel singer. At the age of twenty-three, he enlisted in the army and
began to play as a chaplain’s assistant. From that point on, he started playing
sacred music for multiple denominations.

Today, Rev. Freeman serves as the artist-in-residence at Witherspoon Presby-
terian Church, a Minister of Music at Miracles and Blessings United Methodist
Church, and the leader of the gospel choir at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church in Indianapolis. He has also written over fifty musical compositions.
Music is central to Rev. Freeman’s spirituality. “There is no separation between
the music and the ministry,” he reflects, “to me, they go hand-in-hand.”

Lydia Campbell-Maher
Co-Producer






Elder Music Project

This limited series of recordings aims to celebrate the talents of older musicians and
create a rich archive of Indiana’s diverse living musical traditions.

Recording Notes

Recorded live in the sanctuary of the Witherspoon
Presbyterian Church with a pair of Audio Technica Pro37
microphones mounted on a stereo bar in an X-Y miking
pattern. The signal was routed through a Mackie 1202
mixer and panned for matching stereo response, and
recorded by a Tascam DR-100MK2 recorder. No artificial
reverb was used in the production of this recording.

Jon Kay: Project Director, Producer, and Field Recording Engineer Traditional Arts Indiana

Lydia Campbell-Maher: Co-Producer Indiana University
Keesha Dixon: Community Scholar and Project Liaison Maxwell Hall

Mark Duerson: Rev. Freeman's Apprentice and Assistant 750 E Kirkwood Ave
John Conant: Mix and Mastering Engineer Bloomington, IN 47405
Kyle Fulford: Project Assistant (812) 855-0418

Emily Bryant: Graphic Designer

Special thanks to Dr. Winterbourne Harrison-Jones, Senior Pastor; and to the
Arts at Witherspoon — The Witherspoon Presbyterian Church Family

Cover portrait by Greg Whitaker
Additional photographs by Lydia Campbell-Maher and Jon Kay
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Recorded live at the Witherspoon Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, August 28, 2020 and April 10, 2021

August 28, 2020

1. Sweet Hour of Prayer ()3
WW. Walford; 1845

2. Spirit of the Living God 15/
Daniel lverson; 1926

3. God Will Take Care of You 3.38
Franny Crosby & Ira D. Sankey; 1890

4. His Eye is on the Sparrow 3:50
Civilla D. Martin & Charles H. Gabriel; 1905

5. What a Friend We Have in Jesus 3.7/
Joseph M. Scriven & Charles C. Converse:; 1868

6. I Know the Lord Will Make a Way 450
Traditional Melody

7. Great is Thy Faithfulness &:15
Thomas Chisom & William M. Runyan; 1923

Reverend Dennis H. Freeman, Piano
Keesha Dixon, Vocals on track 6

Jillian Harrison-Jones, Vocals on track /
Josiah McCruiston, Vocals on track 14

8. The Old Rugged Cross 528
George Bennand; 1912

9. Come to the Garden Alone 4.1
C. Austin Miles; 1912

10. Nothing But the Blood of Jesus 746
Robert Lowry; 1876

11. Lord | Want to be a Christian 341
Traditional Spiritual; ca 1750

12. The Lord’s Prayer 4.()/
Albert Hay Malotte; 1935

13. Let the Words of My Mouth 451
C.E. Leslie;ND
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April 10, 2021

14. In the Garden 448
C. Austin Miles; 1913

15. Holy, Holy, Holy 213
Reginald Heber: 1826

16. Blessed Assurance /:H
Fanny Crosby; ca 1873

17, Farther Along 74/
William Buel Stevens; 1911

18. An Evening Prayer /.05
Charles H. Gabriel & C. Maud Battershy; 1911

Total recording length:
6/ minutes, 50 seconds
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