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generations of Asian and Pacific Islanders who have enriched IU Bloomington’s research
and scholarship, in this blog post we cover a number of resources available to scholars and
academic departments interested in exploring Open Access in Asian Studies. 

We also recognize the additional burden placed on Asian, Asian American, and Pacific
Islander members of our community at this time because of the rise in xenophobic bias
and violence during the coronavirus pandemic. We stand with the AAPI community in
condemning anti-Asian hate crimes. The Asian Culture Center at IU Bloomington provides
a list of resources to fight racism in Covid-19 times. Additional avenues to educate
ourselves and take action can also be found in this list of resources created by the Flexport
Heritage of Asians/Asian-Americans and Pacific Islanders Employee Resource Group.

Open Access in Asian Studies

While we have been using the term ‘Open Access’ as if it were a singular, consistent
concept,  we acknowledge that open access resources and practices are not uniform
across all academic disciplines. Generally, however, making a scholarly work open access
means making that work freely available on the internet subject to such rights to reuse the
work as determined by the author, usually making it subject to as few copyright
restrictions as possible by way of a Creative Commons open license. Open Access is a
model of scholarly publishing meant to remove restrictive paywalls, increase the impact
and reach of scholarly works, and make works available to institutions and people who
can’t pay the high subscription costs of traditional publishers. 

IU Press and IU Libraries

IU Press, the official academic publisher of Indiana University, publishes books and
academic journals with a focus on humanities disciplines. Open Indiana: Asian Studies, a
subcollection of 22 open access books relevant to East Asian studies, is available through
IU Press. Through the Open Book Program, funded by the Andrew Mellon Foundation and
the National Endowment for the Humanities Open Book Program, IU Press was able to
establish Open Indiana, a collection of over 160 open access titles, including the Open
Indiana: Asian Studies subcollection. The current NEH Open Book Program deadline is July
15, 2021. 

Indiana University also participates in Towards an Open Monograph Ecosystem or TOME, a
multi-association initiative designed to help create a more sustainable model of open
monograph publishing. You can find more information on how to get your work funded and
published through TOME at Indiana University.

The IUScholarWorks – East Asian Languages and Cultures Collection is another resource
for researchers. Managed by the IU Libraries Scholarly Communications Department,
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IUScholarWorks provides a platform to host open access scholarships. The Department’s
website Open Scholarship at IU provides services, tools, and explanations of practices in
open scholarship.

LibGuides are content management systems used by libraries to organize and present
course and research resources. Indiana University Libraries provide various LibGuides in
East Asian Studies, Tibetan Studies, South Asian Studies, and Southeast Asian Studies to
serve the needs of students and researchers.

University of Michigan Press – OA Publishing in Asian Studies

On February 26, 2021, the University of Michigan Press hosted a virtual event on Open
Access Publishing in Asian Studies, highlighting the Michigan Asian Studies Open Access
Books Collection. During the virtual event researchers shared various open access
resources in Asian Studies:

• Lisa Trividi shared the open-access journal, ASIANNetworkExchange that largely
serves liberal arts institutions with Asian Studies programs. She also shared the
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Open Library of Humanities Journal and Humanities Commons, and an open access
version of Kathleen Fitzpatrick’s Generous Thinking, a key text discussing ways that
universities can connect with off-campus communities.

• Marcus Nornes shared Brushed in Light, a text on the history of calligraphy in
cinema. 

• David Bordwell shared Ozu and the Poetics of Cinema, a text discussing how to think
about cinema through poetics using Japanese director, Yasujiro Ozu, as its primary
example.

• Emily Wilcox shared Revolutionary Bodies, a text examining the history of
contemporary dance in the People’s Republic of China between 1935 – 2015. Wilcox
also shares Corporeal Politics: Dancing East Asia, with Katharine Mezur. While the
text itself is not open access, the ancillary resources are. 

• John Ciociari and Anne Heindel shared the OA book, Hybrid Justice: The
Extraordinary Chamber in the Courts of Cambodia. Ciociari also shares his project
DC-CAM, an organization aiming to produce the next generation of young Cambodian
scholars studying the Democratic Kampuchea.

• Sriram Mohan shared Global Digital Perspectives from South Asia, a collection of
essays on digital culture in South Asia, and A Sound Bridge: Listing for the Political in
a Digital Age, a text researching the sonic dimensions of political discourse focusing
on #Kolaveri. 

• Dawn Lawson showcased her translation of “A Famous Flower in Mountain
Seclusion” by Nakajima Shōen, a Japanese feminist writer and poet.

• Karil Kucera shared their interactive website on the Buddhist site, Baodingshan,
located in Chongqing, China. 

Miscellaneous Resources

“Making it Count”: The Case for Digital Scholarship in Asian Studies is a blog post by the
Association for Asian Studies (AAS). The post details ways in which Asian Studies
departments can respond to the changes brought forth by the 2020 coronavirus pandemic
through the strategic use of digital mediums and digital scholarship.

The Geiss-Hsu Foundation is a not-for-profit that sponsors research about the Ming
Dynasty. They invite researchers to submit proposals for new or already published books.
Successful proposals can receive funding to help make their published book open access.

The University of Michigan MBA/MA in Asian Studies: Retrospection and Reflections by
Linda Lim is an oral history text discussing the history of the university’s dual MBA/MA in
Asian Studies Program.

Studying the creation, exchange and use of pottery, Mahan and Baekje: The Complex

Open Access in Asian and Asian Diaspora Studies | IU Libraries ... https://blogs.libraries.indiana.edu/scholcomm/2021/05/25/op...

6 of 9 10/27/2025, 9:53 AM

https://olh.openlibhums.org/
https://olh.openlibhums.org/
https://hcommons.org/
https://hcommons.org/
https://generousthinking.hcommons.org/
https://generousthinking.hcommons.org/
https://generousthinking.hcommons.org/
https://www.press.umich.edu/11373292/brushed_in_light
https://www.press.umich.edu/11373292/brushed_in_light
https://www.press.umich.edu/11373292/brushed_in_light
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/c/cjfs/ozu.html
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/c/cjfs/ozu.html
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/c/cjfs/ozu.html
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520300576/revolutionary-bodies
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520300576/revolutionary-bodies
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520300576/revolutionary-bodies
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/n870zs642?locale=en#resources
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/n870zs642?locale=en#resources
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/zc77sq940
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/zc77sq940
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/zc77sq940
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/zc77sq940
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/zc77sq940
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/zc77sq940
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/zc77sq940
http://d.dccam.org/Publication/Outreach/Outreach.htm
http://d.dccam.org/Publication/Outreach/Outreach.htm
https://doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9561751
https://doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9561751
https://doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9561751
https://doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9561751
https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/7060
https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/7060
https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/7060
https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/7060
https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/7060
https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/7060
https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/7060
https://apjjf.org/2019/01/Nakajima.html
https://apjjf.org/2019/01/Nakajima.html
https://apjjf.org/2019/01/Nakajima.html
https://apjjf.org/2019/01/Nakajima.html
https://www.baodingshan.org/
https://www.baodingshan.org/
https://www.asianstudies.org/making-it-count-the-case-for-digital-scholarship-in-asian-studies/
https://www.asianstudies.org/making-it-count-the-case-for-digital-scholarship-in-asian-studies/
https://www.asianstudies.org/making-it-count-the-case-for-digital-scholarship-in-asian-studies/
https://www.asianstudies.org/making-it-count-the-case-for-digital-scholarship-in-asian-studies/
https://geissfoundation.us/
https://geissfoundation.us/
https://geissfoundation.us/2020/12/04/announcing-awards-for-open-access-publishing/
https://geissfoundation.us/2020/12/04/announcing-awards-for-open-access-publishing/
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/wp988n10v?locale=en
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/wp988n10v?locale=en
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/wp988n10v?locale=en
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/wp988n10v?locale=en
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/2z10wr82m?locale=en
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/2z10wr82m?locale=en


Origins of Korean Kingdoms by Rory Walsh, uses ceramics to examine the political
economies of Mahan and the Baekje Kingdom in Korea during 3rd to 5th century BC. 

As a companion to their eponymous joint virtual event, the Asian American Feminist
Collective and Black Women Radicals provide a “Sisters and Siblings in the Struggle:
COVID-19 + Black and Asian-American Feminist Solidarities” reading list which includes
some open access sources. Among these are- 

• The Barnard Center’s Feminist and Queer Afro-Asian Formations (barnard.edu)
published in  2018, a special edition of their Scholar & Feminist Online web journal;

• The African-American Intellectual History Society scholarly blog Black Perspectives
post On “Transpacific Antiracism”: An Interview with Yuichiro Onishi | AAIHS
published in  2015, interviewing Dr. Yuichiro Onishi about his first book, Transpacific
Antiracism: Afro-Asian Solidarity in 20th Century Black America, Japan and Okinawa;
and

• “Speaking” Subalterns: A Comparative Study of African American and Dalit/Indian
Literatures, a dissertation by Mantra Roy of the University of South Florida.

ScholarLed and Lever Press are two useful options for publishing books open access.
ScholarLed is a collective of ‘scholar-led’ open-access publishers that aim to create small-
scale collaborative processes for academic publishing. Lever Press accepts proposals for
works and series of works relevant to the publisher’s themes and interests. Lever Press
also prides itself on being a ‘Platinum OA’ publisher, where the cost of publishing is not
borne by the scholar, but rather by the institutions that sponsor Lever Press.    

The Directory of Open Access Journals is an independent online database containing over
15,000 reputable open access journals. While the directory isn’t exhaustive, it is a great
resource for finding relevant and credible scholarly journals in Asian Studies. An equivalent
directory is the Directory of Open Access Books, a database containing over 40,000 peer-
reviewed open access Books. 

In conclusion, there are numerous resources available for Asian and Asian Diaspora
scholars looking to make their work open access. Indiana University provides services and
resources through IU Press and the library system, meanwhile outside organizations such
as foundations, open-access publishers, and external institutions have options for funding,
publishing services, departmental guidelines, and more.

Together, we are all a part of a developing ecosystem assisting researchers through the
publishing process. Through open access methods and resources, we can help make
research in Asian studies more accessible to a larger audience.
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