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Unit Title: Let’s Communicate My Feelings through Manga! 
 

Shohei Oota 
Rakurakuen Elementary School, Hiroshima-City, Hiroshima, Japan 

 
 

1. Grade Level: 6  
 
2. Objectives  
Students will: 
・Actively engage in activities for appreciating the visual devices of manga that help readers to enter a 

story. 
・Develop innovative ideas based on the study of ways of expression in manga and design an original 

manga to express personal emotions. 
・Devise ways to communicate personal emotions visually based on the study of techniques in manga. 
・Appreciate the ideas and emotions expressed in others’ manga creations. 
 
3. Unit Plan (five class periods)  
Time Learning Activities 
Stage 1: Lesson 1 Get acquainted with a history of manga and understand characteristics of the 

visual devices of manga by comparing and contrasting Japanese manga to 
American comics 
 

Stage 2: Lesson 2 Discuss visual devices for communicating ideas and emotions based on the study 
of manga techniques 

Stage 3: Lessons 3 and  
4 

Create a work of manga to express a memorable experience based on the study 
of manga techniques 

Stage 4: Lesson 5 Appreciate ideas and emotions expressed in others’ manga works 

 
4. Sample Lesson (Lesson 4)  
 
4-1. Lesson Objectives  
Students will:  
・Create a work of manga based on the study of manga techniques. 
・Devise ways to effectively communicate ideas and emotions using visual language. 
 
4-2. Materials 

Worksheets and pencils  
 
 
 
4-3. Lesson Activities  

Learning Activities  Teacher’s Instruction and Support 
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1. Reflect on the previous lessons 
・ Recall techniques of manga 

learned in the previous lessons 
 
 
2. Understand the objective of the 

lesson  
 

 
・Ask students to recall the devices that a manga author used to 

communicate ideas and emotions 
 

 
3. Create a work of manga 
 
・Develop ideas to be expressed 

and create a work of manga 
based on the study of manga 
techniques 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Sum up the lesson 
 
・Reflect together on the things that 

the students learned in the lesson 

 
・Help students to develop their ideas for expression using 
several manga examples 
 
・Instruct students on using manga techniques for creating their 
personal manga works 
 
・Display on the board some examples of manga techniques that 
would help students’ creation 
 
・Sample works are chosen from among those with effective 
ways to express four emotions: delight, anger, sorrow, and 
pleasure 
 
・Instruct students to pay attention to various ways of drawing 
to express one kind of feeling such as “pleasure”  
 
・Tell students that it is more important to invent their personal 
ways of expression than to pursue “skills”  
 
 
・Ask students to recall the objective and reflect on the devises 
they invented to create a work of manga 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objective: Let’s create your manga! 
-Devise ways to communicate ideas and emotions 

visually- 
 


