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Prosterman, Leslie (University of lllinois) AESTHETIC PROCESSES IN ILLINOIS COUNTY FAIRS.
The lllinois county fairs provide a forum for the elaboration and articulation of aesthetic pro-
cesses for participants. The nature of the aesthetic process here is one that emphasizes
quintessential excellence within a series rather than the cultural vanguard. It is a coherent
system expressed in the physical and temporal structure of the fair, in the structure of the
categories for exhibition, and in the nature of the criteria for judgment, whether it is livestock,
woodworking, or canned jellies on display. These aesthetic decisions are a product of and an in-
fluence on participants’ social and economic lives. Participants control their physical and
cognitive environment through the products they make and through the series of critical
judgments that they exercise. (56)

Radway, Janice (University of Pennsylvania) READING THE ROMANCE: THE INTERACTION OF
TEXT AND CONTEXT. Traditionally conceived by mass culture theorists as a hegemonic cultural
form whose widespread consumption has contributed to the destruction of true folkloric
storytelling, popular category literature has also been dismissed by folklorists as unhelpful
evidence in the effort to reconstruct a people’s indigenous response to the wortd primarily on the
basis of a strict distinction between oral performance and written text. However, an ethnographic
study of complusive romance readers suggests that the act of reading is itself valued by the
women as an “oppositional’” behavior through which they address unmet psychological needs. If
their reading is thus treated as a performance deliberately selected and engaged in, it may be
possible to use the texts as a way of getting at these women'’s reaction to the patriarchal world
around them. (71)

Raetz, Joanne S. (University of Minnesota) JACKSONIAN AMERICA CLEANS UP: A LOOK AT
FEMALE BEAUTY AS SEEN THROUGH THE ETIQUETTE BOOK, 1860-1900. This paper examines
popular concepts of female beauty and the practices that make one beautiful, as expounded
upon by American etiquette books of the period 1860-1900. The primary emphasis is on the
numerous recipes for home-concocted cosmetics and remedies for common disfigurements of
one’s physical appearance: freckles, wrinkles, gray hair, et al. The objectives are threefold: (1) to
establish the reasons why this period produced the proliferation of etiquette books that it did; (2)
to identify the underlying beliefs and attitudes regarding the use of cosmetics; and (3) to identify
common female anxieties disguised by this seeming preoccupation with one’s personal ap-
pearance. (68)

Raichelson, Richard. (Memphis State University) COPING IN THE EMERGENCY ROOM: THE
FOLK SPEECH OF NURSES. The folk speech employed by nurses in the emergency room of two
hospitals in Memphis is discussed. This vocabulary is directed toward problem patients who
carry different expectations for health care, producing frustration and tension within the work
place. A number of these terms are analyzed as to the type of patients they describe and are
categorized as to their association with a given iliness or behavior. Conclusions are made about
the setting in which the folk speech is employed and the nurse as an occupational folk group. (18)

Ransom, James C. (Haverford College) CROSSING THE BORDER BETWEEN FOLKLORE AND
LITERATURE IN THE FICTION OF THOMAS PYNCHON. Central to the distinction between
folklore and literature is the assertion of a radical discontinuity between oral and written art.
Reading the fiction of Thomas Pynchon leads to a questioning of this boundary. As an antidote to
the logical positivism that structures the atomistic mass society of the corporate state, Pynchon
suggests the tropal figurations of what he calls “folk-consciousness.” The way in which Pynchon
guides the reader toward “folk-consciousness™ suggests that its values may have already cross-
ed the border from oral tradition into the realm of the written word, where authors, texts, and
readers come together in a hermeneutic circle not so very different in essence from the com-
munal “place” of folk performance. (37)

Rashap, Amy (University of Pennsylvania) AN EXPLORATION OF THE LIMITS AND BOUNDARIES
OF CONTROL AT A CAMP FOR OVERWEIGHT INDIVIDUALS. This paper is based on fieldwork
conducted at Camp *“Peanuts,” a camp that attempts to correct the problem of obesity among its
members. In this paper | examine the relationship between a group’s social structure and its
folklore. The very purpose of the camp is corrective in nature due to its efforts to help the
campers overcome a socially deviant trait—obesity. The environment is one of total control,
every activity, from eating, the possession of money, to sleeping, being carefully monitored.
Topics that will be discussed are: Do the campers consider themselves to be part of a communi-
ty? How does folklore function in such a group? The various layers of folklore will also be ex-
amined—for example, folklore created by the campers and told to the campers, as opposed to
folklore created by the administrators and told to the campers. (81)

Raspa, Richard. (Wayne State University) STUDYING UP THE ORGANIZATION: DISCOVERING
THE FOLK AND THE JAPANESE AMONG THE MANAGERS AT GENERAL MOTORS. The purpose
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of this paper is to examine how American folklore regarding the Japanese automobile industry is
expressed through a system of management beliefs and practices at General Motors. | will in-
vestigate occupational experience narratives about the Japanese that were told to me during an
ongoing field project by 12 senior executives at a General Motors plant in Windsor, Ontario.
These narratives include a cycle of suicide stories, loyalty stories, and quality-of-work-life stories
about Japan. (33)

Rauche, Anthony T. (University of Hartford) “ALL IN GOOD TASTE”: THE BUSINESS OF MUSICAL
PERFORMANCE IN NORTHERN NEW MEXICO. There exists in northern New Mexico a rich,
multilayered Hispanic musical tradition. The performers define their geographic, economic, and
musical spheres in ways that have a dynamic effect on their own activity and creativity. Ultimate-
ly, innovation confronts tradition, as individual interacts with community, and the business of
musical performance takes on new dimensions, adapted to each performer. The spectrum of
musical life is examined through musicians, their views of themselves as performers, their con-
cepts and definitions of traditional music, their training, their performing activities, and their in-
teraction with the communities from which they come and for which they perform. (38)

Regan, Arthur, (Folk Culture Center, San Jose State University) “THEY’RE DANCING MY
DANCE”: PERSIAN MALE BELLY DANCING. A study in ethnicity of the mismatch of conflicting
cultures that results when a folk artist who performs a traditional dance of his own culture (Per-
sian) moves to a different culture (the United States) and discovers that the new culture also con-
siders the dance traditional but has restricted it with sexual differentiation, emphasis on only one
part of the body, and incorrect rhythms. We shall examine how the folk artist responds to the
American urbanized experience and how he resolves the contradictions between his tradition and
the American. (73)

Reich, Donald R. (Brooklyn College) BRASS BAND TO DANCE BAND: THE BOHEMIAN MUSIC OF
NORTHEASTERN WISCONISN. Brass bands modeled on those in the old country were an impor-
tant folk institution in the Bohemian (Czech) communities of Wisconsin. In the 1920s and 1930s,
under the influence of recordings and radio broadcasts of sweet and hot music from metropolitan
areas, the brass bands changed instrumentation and style and evolved into the “old-time” dance
orchestras of the 1930s, 1940s and beyond. (19)

Roach, Susan (University of Texas) “KEEP YOUR MIND AND YOUR HANDS BUSY": EXPRESSIVE
DIMENSIONS OF THE LONE QUILTER. Unlike the stereotypical quilter who works to produce a
communal project in a quilting bee, the majority of traditional quilters in rural north Louisiana
usually make their quilts alone. These lone quilters tackle a most time-consuming craft that may
take weeks, months, or even years to complete. This study examines the typology of individual
quilters found in this area, relating the development of their traditional skills, aesthetic values,
and the function of quilt making in their lives. This focus demonstrates how the expressive outlet
of quilt making reflects the world view of these women. (78)

Roemer, Danielle M. (Purdue University) VISUAL DESCRIPTIVE RIDDLES RE-VIEWED. Visual
descriptive riddles are subversive. For its part, the riddling act serves as a sort of initiation for the
riddle respondent. As the respondent comes to ““see” in the sketch what the riddler has “seen,”
he may sense for a brief moment the culturally based artificiality of what we take for granted as
the “everyday world.” This report explores these points from the perspective of semiotics. The
data were collected primarily from college students during the period of spring 1981 through spr-
ing 1982. (4)

Rosenberg, Bruce A. (Brown University) THE RUSSIANS ARE COMING. THE RUSSIANS ARE
COMING? During the fall of 1980 and the spring of 1981 | was in Warsaw, Poland, teaching at the
University of Warsaw. When | wasn’t standing in line, | kept a journal of the events of the day, both
national and personal. This paper discusses an important aspect of life there, the speculation
whether we would be invaded by Russia and her allies. My informants were mainly, but not entire-
ly, from the university and the diplomatic community, and they held quite differing views on the
possibility of intervention. The paper reviews the folklore that | encountered in the context of the
political situation and, since | was the only folklorist in Warsaw that year (!), presents a unique
body of material generated during one of the most tense political moments of the past 35 years.
(67)

Ross, Carl (Minnesota State Historical Society) THE USE OF FAMILY HISTORIES IN THE
ASSESSMENT OF ETHNIC FOLKLORE: THE MINNESOTA FINNISH AMERICAN FAMILY
HISTORY PROJECT. A sense of identity as Finnish Americans persists among all generations of
Finnish descent largely through identification with one or another aspect of Finnish American
culture and tradition varying from person to person and from generation to generation. Clues to
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the nature of this particular subculture exist in folkore found in the Immigration History Research
Center collection of Finnish American family histories. The “group memory” of shared ex-
periences and family repertoires of anecdotes and narratives recorded in interviews and family
histories illustrate family connections linking widely scattered communities as well as the
means used to preserve, transmit, and disperse this folklore. The curiously similar self-
perceptions of past Finnish American experience and present self-identification suggest a con-
cept of what Finnish Americans are. (44)

Ross, Charlotte T. (University of Pennsylvania) REMEMBERING MUTZMAG: STRUCTURE AND
MEMORY IN AN APPALACHIAN NARRATIVE. This paper will use Dell Hymes’s method of textual
analysis to explore the ways in which narrators in traditional societies organize their narratives.
The patterned use of linguistic features appears to have significant influence in the composition
of oral narratives in performance. Analysis of the use of such patterning in traditional Ap-
palachian narrative suggests that the narrator’s subconscious awareness of such patterning acts
as an aural trigger to memory. (82)

Ross, Jack C. (Memorial University of Newfoundland) AUTOBIOGRAPHIES OF CULT EX-
MEMBERS. Books on the experiences of former religious cult members reveal many common
themes, specifically entering and leaving dramatics, and daily life description and explanation.
The thought and behavior control techniques of the cults lead to destruction of folklore, followed
by replacement. The triumph of freedom over religious totalitarianism dominates all accounts.
(41)

Rusted, Brian (Northwestern University) | BUY WHAT | LIKE: COMMUNICATION OF COLLEC-
TIBLES. This paper is based on an ethnography of a Chicago antique store and is concerned with
problems in contextual approaches to aesthetic communication. Questions about value change
and material culture are answered, not by reference to innate features, but by the investigation of
the social, communicational context of collecting. The value system enacted by members of that
context constitutes the criteria by which a collectible object communicates to dealers and collec-
tors of the personal experience narrative in the creation, maintenance, and transmission of these
contextual values. (77)

St. George, Robert Blair (Winterthur Museum) RELIGION AND REBUILDING IN SOUTHEASTERN
NEW ENGLAND, 1677-1730. This paper explores the relationship of religious piety to change in
house form in late 17th- and early 18th-century New England. During this time period, Puritan
culture perceived its own demise due to unbearable land pressures, demographic stasis, and the
Indian Wars of 1676 that threatened to wipe out their colonial towns. | argue that the most poig-
nant reaction of the white settlers to this threat was spatial in kind and religious insofar as the
new houses they built stressed a new, highly individuated concept of man’s relationship to God.
As Puritan culture viewed its own declension, the house of the ordinary yeoman counteracted
this trend by stressing man’s alienation from local society. (48)

Saltzman, Rachelle H. (University of Texas) HOW THEY PLAYED THE GAME: ENGLISH RITUAL
AND THE FIRST WORLD WAR. The First World War intensified and destroyed the rituals and
symbols of upper-class English society. British public schools instilled the virtues of duty, honor,
and playing the game as best one knew how. The ultimate fulfillment of this Victorian ethos was
to die—young, brave, and pure—for one’s country. World War | presented the opportunity to
achieve this vision, but, as contemporary literature reveals, the rituals that reigned in the golden
summers before 1914 were impotent in the trenches. Men tried to use the symbols of school
games, literature, past battles, and even Christian theology to script events on the front, but
these rituals failed to control the war’s outcome. This failure transformed the First World War in-
to the instrument of a civilization’s self-betrayal. Not until World War |l did these old rituals
revive, for this war provided the clear battle between good and evil that the First World War had
not. The English pilgrims were back on their road to salvation, fighting the good fight, their faith
restored. (31)

Samuelson, Sue (University of Pennsylvania) FESTIVE MALAISE AND CHRISTMAS IN AMERICA.
Festive malaise is the dismay or depression manifested by participants in a celebration when
they feel their attitudes or behavior do not coincide with social ideals. A survey of magazine ar-
ticles and newspaper columns and editorials over the last century reveals significant recognition
of the “Christmas blues.” Ideally, such a malaise should lead to changes in individuals’ behavior
or in expectations of the impact of the festival thus causing the researcher to become more
aware of forces of dissatisfaction, innovation, and adaptation as they affect celebratory behavior.
(26)

Sandler, Richer Lyle, (Wayne State University) SHOP TALK: A SOCIOLINGUISTIC EXAMINATION
OF THE LANGUAGE IN AN AUTOMOBILE ASSEMBLY PLANT. The paper examines the various
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conditions of the factory that will have an influence on the content, production, and organization
of the folklore in such a way that the material will work to physically and mentally alter the boun-
daries and restrictions of work. Examined is the influence of the plant’s conditions on the
language, humor, social relations, and behavior of the factory worker. The thesis concludes that
there is a clear awareness by the worker of the potential and various uses of folklore to alter one’s
job or one’s view of the conditions of the job. (33)

Sandrow, Nahma OLD WORLD TRADITIONS AND NEW WORLD THEATER. (10)

Santino, Jack (Smithsonian Institution) HALLOWE'EN TODAY: LEGENDS, CUSTOMS AND PER-
FORMANCES. Hallowe’en is a holiday that is directly descended from an ancient Celtic festival
that was both a day of the dead and a New Year’s day. A great many contemporary Hallowe’en
traditions, such as trick or treating, the making of jack o’ lanterns, and the masquerading as
ghosts, skeletons, devils, and witches were brought to this country by English and Irish im-
migrants in the 19th century. Many of these customs can be traced to the Celtic festival of
Samhain (pronounced Sahween). The Christianization of this day has resulted in the Christian ho-
ly days of All Saints’ and All Souls’. In America, the Eve of All Hallows, Hallowe’en, has been
chiefly a children’s holiday, but today it seems to be returning to adults, who celebrate it with
jack o’ lantern carving parties, masquerades, and, in certain cities, carnival-style costume
parades. This presentation will examine contemporary Hallowe’en legends and customs, featur-
ing color slides of rural and urban Hallowe’en figures, and slides of the 1981 Halloween celebra-
tion in the streets of New York. Also discussed will be stories that circulate every Hallowe'en
about people who put razor blades in apples and other such grisly acts, with the suggestion that
these stories have replaced stories of ghosts, fairies, and demons of an earlier age and have
restored the sense of fear and dread of the unknown to this ancient holiday. (26)

Schrager, Sam (University of Pennsylvania) POLYPHONY AND THE DOCUMENTATION OF
DISCOURSE. Mikhail Bakhtin borrowed the term “polyphony” from music to describe the new
kind of thinking he found in Dostoyevsky: the shift of the novel’s focus to the voices of indepen-
dent characters who define themselves and reality in a dialogue with one another. The idea of
polyphony opens new possibilities for the choice of genres, plots, and authorial position in the
composition of works of folklore. One key to this is in the affinity between Bakhtin’s view of “the
word” and some folklorists’ conceptions of myth and oral tradition. (49)

Seeger, Judith (University of Chicago) TEXTUAL EVOLUTION AND PERFORMANCE CONTEXT
OF AN IBERO-AMERICAN ORAL TRADITIONAL BALLAD, “COUNT CLAROS IN MONK'S
ATTIRE.” The Ibero-American oral traditional ballad, “Count Claros in Monk’s Attire,” is analyzed
in terms of textual comparison and performance context. Textual comparison elucidates ways in
which a ballad may be altered both superficially and structurally as it is transmitted in changing
communities over centuries. Analysis of a single traditional performance exemplifies ways in
which a given performer may adapt an orally received text and tune to each other and to a par-
ticular event. The dual approach provides a closer approximation to the understanding of ballad
transmission than would an approach limited either to texts or to context. (14)

Seitz, Barbara J. (Indiana University) MUSIC AND IDENTITY: SONG METAPHORS AS CLUES TO
THE SELF-IMAGE OF INDIGENOUS WOMEN IN THE ECUADORIAN ORIENTE AND BEYOND.
Music can provide an important context for song performance and play a major role in the forma-
tion of the song’s message. This paper will examine song metaphors as clues to the self-images,
first of indigenous women in the European Oriente, and second of women in other cultures. In
particular, a genre of songs called /laquichina, “songs to sadden the heart,” sung by the in-
digenous Quichua-speaking women of the Oriente, will be discussed. Through metaphors these
songs educated girls about the desirable and idealized characteristics associated with
womanhood. Women, singing these songs, foreground those aspects of their own identity that
have most meaning for them and that will be recognized and respected by other members of their
culture. These songs provide a useful example of how members of a culture learn to aspire to
culturally defined traits, and also how they develop within this broader context an individual per-
sonal identity. Here a folklore genre serves as a medium for the development and expression of
self-image. (68)

Seriff, Suzanne K. (University of Texas, Austin) “HAY MUERTOS": RITUAL GIFTING ON THE DAY
OF THE DEAD IN MEXICO. The Day of the Dead in Mexico is a formal hospitality event involving
ritual gift exchanges between the living and the dead. On this occasion the living honor their dead
relatives with offerings of specially prepared food and drink at both the home and the cemetery.
Living relatives, compadres, and friends also exchange gifts that are culturally specified for this
occasion. On this occasion, the Zapotec villagers of Mexico draw upon the symbolic power of
food and drink in a hospitality format to generate exchange and power. (31)
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Sexton, James D. (Northern Arizona University) IGNACIO BIZARRO UJPAN: THEMATIC
ANALYSIS OF A TZUTUHIL MAYA’S LIFE STORY. This paper expands my discussion of the
method of editing and the thematic analysis in the book | edited titled Son of Tecun Uman: A
Maya Indian Tells His Life. | compare my methods with those of other scholars, and | use specific
episodes to illustrate themes emerging from the life story of Ignacio Bizarro Ujpan (a psuedonym)
that are also applicable to the general highland Maya culture. These themes are (1) family and
community solidarity; (2) grinding poverty; (3) reliance on drink during moods of elation and
depression; (4) recurrent illness; and (5) sensitivitiy to agents of change. The paper should con-
tribute to the understanding of a different people in a different situation, and it should be useful
to scholars interested in life histories. (35)

Sheehy, Colleen (University of Minnesota) JUST A LITTLE STORY IN THE FAMILY: A FAMILY
LEGEND IN EUDORA WELTY’S “DELTA WEDDING.”Folklore is central to Eudora Welty's novel
Delta Wedding as a work of art. Specifically, through the use of a family legend the novel expands
from a “regional” view of life on a plantation to express broad themes concerning family con-
flicts, the dilemma of outsiders being accepted into a larger society, and the ability of a group to
adapt and change. (32)

Sheppard, Janice R. (University of Wisconsin, Madison) THE CHILDREN OF THE DOG: STRUC-
TURAL IDENTITY AND EMOTIONAL SPECIFICITY IN NORTHERN ATHAPASKAN ORAL NAR-
RATIVE. Most analyses of wide-spread oral narratives have either sought to show an underlying
similarity among the versions or, in contrast, have attempted to demonstrate the uniqueness of
individual texts. The present analysis of four variants (11 versions) of a Northern Athapaskan
story argues the necessity of both perspectives: shared narrative structures do not preclude the
existence of compelling cultural images and relationships which make each variant specific and
noninterchangeable. In these narratives an aesthetically pleasing, affective experience is produc-
ed by the culturally specific elaboration of a shared narrative structure. (20)

Shulimson, Judith A. (University of Texas, Austin) THE QUILT AS A VISUAL METAPHOR. As a
representative American folk art form, quilts have been the objects of study from a variety of
perspectives. This paper examines the formal features and structural relations manifested in a
quilt as well as the meaning that the quilt assumes within the context of the life of its creator. The
qualities of repetition, variation, and control displayed within the quilt served as a model for per-
sonal action. At the same time, the process of creation within a traditional framework fulfilled the
artist’s need to interpret, communicate, and ultimately transform the experiences and concerns
of her life. (78)

Shuman, Amy (Ohio State University) FOOD AS GIFT: SHALEKH MONES EXCHANGES IN AN
OBSERVANT JEWISH COMMUNITY. Exchanges of food are rarely straightforward transfers of
goods equal in kind or quality, but rather involve complex understandings of reciprocity. This
study of the preparation and distribution of gifts of food on Purim (shalekh mones) in a Brooklyn
Jewish community examines how people assess exchanges as equitable and appropriate and
how they manage conformity to the dietary laws of kashrut amidst the complicated transferences
of food between households. (10)

Silverman, Carol T. (University of Oregon) FOLKLORE AND ETHNIC IDENTITY OF BULGARIAN
MOSLEMS. While Bulgarian scholars claim that the Pomaks (a Bulgarian-speaking Moslem
minority) exhibit “‘pure’” Bulgarian folklore, the Pomaks and Bulgarians perceive differences be-
tween themselves. This paper examines cultural differences in religion, ritual, music, dialect, and
costume with reference to boundary maintenance and adaptability to assimilationist government
policy. Slides plus a short film of a Pomak wedding accompany the paper. (76)

Singer, Eliot A. (University of Pennsylvania) TANGENTIAL NARRATIVE ACTS IN CENTRAL AL-
GONKIAN MYTHOLOGICAL DISCOURSE. As part of an attempt to develop a theory of “narrative
acts” as minimal action elements in narrative discourse (and as building blocks for Proppian
“functions”), this paper focuses on tangential food acts in Central Algonkian mythology. Unlike
European folktales, these tangential acts (including prospective acts like I will hunt,” perspec-
tive acts like “The hunt was good,” and retrospective acts like “Now that | have hunted”) occur
commonly in Central Algonkian narrative discourse. Using linguistic and behavioral features, this
paper will categorize these acts and explore their significance in plot development. (20)

Siporin, Steve. (Indiana University) THE TABLE OF THE ANGEL AND TWO OTHER JEWISH-
VENETIAN FOOD CUSTOMS. This paper contests Cecil Roth’s statement that “it is unhappily too
late™ to collect “the folklore of the Italian Ghetto,” by presenting three festival food customs that
predate the ghetto era and yet are still vigorous today. These three very different customs share
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some common adaptations that help explain their survival and demonstrate the creative powers
of a small and waning community. Old folklore items should be sought and seen as one group of
resources among many that contemporary communities adapt and call upon as they respond
imaginatively to challenges. (24)

Skeels, Dell (University of Washington) THE LOGIC OF THE MARCHEN. Propp’s paired functions,
along with the square of oppositions of Apuleius, supplied Greimas with a reduced morphology
of the fairytale based on classical logic. The medievalist scholar Gallais, using the logic of
Robert Blanche, added another pair of opposites to Greimas’s pattern: disjunction and conjunc-
tion. This addition changes the basis of the structure used by Greimas from a two-valued to a
three-valued logic. A three-valued logic seems to conform better to the pattern of the Marchen,
while classical two-valued logic fits the morphology of the supernatural Sage. (34)

Skillman, Amy E., and Joan Benedetti (Craft & Folk Art Museum) THE PRESERVATION OF ETHNIC
TRADITIONS IN LOS ANGELES: AN OUTREACH PROGRAM OF THE CRAFT & FOLK ART
MUSEUM. Los Angeles has always had a reputation as a culturally diverse community; yet, few
members of greater Los Angeles are aware of the extent to which the traditional arts of these
ethnic communities survive. In response to the need to identify the traditional arts and encourage
creative expression, the Craft & Folk Art Museum of Los Angeles has developed its Preservation
of Ethnic Traditions Program. The purpose of the program is to document and honor local folk ar-
tists who are practicing the traditional arts of their cultural heritage. This presentation will
describe the Preservation of Ethnic Traditions Program and illustrate some of the unique and
stimulating issues generated by the research of traditional arts and artists in an urban environ-
ment. (80)

Slotkin, Edgar M. (University of Cincinnati) LOKI AND BRICRIU. Demézil has attempted to
demonstrate Loki’s central role in pre-Christian Scandinavian eschatology through a series of
parallels with Indo-Iranian myth. His use of sources and his comparisons have been criticized
and his assumptions challenged. Closer to home, the Irish trickster Bricriu shares many of the
same features and serves the same functions as Loki. While some features are common to all
tricksters, some narrative patterns seem specific to northwestern Indo-European myth. Moreover,
Loki casts light upon Bricriu’s role in pre-Christian Celtic eschatology, vindicating and enriching
Dumézil’s basic idea. (47)

Smith, Paul (The Centre for English Cultural Tradition and Language, University of Sheffield,
England) INDEXING FOLK CUSTOM: THE ENGLISH EXPERIENCE. One of the major problems
facing the AFS Customs Section is that it is becoming increasingly difficult to discover just what
material related to folk custom people have located and, no doubt, there has been much duplica-
tion of effort in searching through publications and collections. This paper demonstrates and
discusses one solution to such problems formulated by a group of British researchers during the
development of the Co-operative Indexing Scheme for Traditional Drama and Related Customs.
This is done using a two-stage system of indexing linked to the publication of geographical in-
dexes and genre source guides. The advantages of this approach are numerous in that it quickly
makes available details of source collections, etc., while retaining the option for updating and ex-
tending analysis of such materials at a later date. (84)

Smyth, Willie (UCLA) HOAX STORIES: THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTEXT IN THE UNDERSTAND-
ING OF JOKES AND JOKING BEHAVIOR. The relatively recent shift in folkloristics from the con-
cern with folktale research to an interest in the study of storytellers and story telling has not yet
had the effect of producing major studies of the joke telling act, event, or performance. A genre of
humorous narratives referred to as hoax stories illustrates the importance of context in the under-
standing of jokes and joking behavior. Started in a frame of nonjoking conversation, these nar-
ratives are told in a manner that conveys that they are true stories. With the delivery of a punch
line and the abrupt end of the narratives, it is apparent to the listeners that they have been hoaxed.
The problems that the narrator must overcome in order to narrate hoax stories are similar to
those faced by the performing actor and magician. Analysis of these stories shows the necessity
of taking into account the multidimensional nature of joke-telling events. (12)

Soesangobeng, Herman (University of lllinois, Urbana) THE CONTINUATION OF TRADITIONAL
SPANISH NEW MEXICAN FURNITURE. Traditional Spanish New Mexican furniture was made
from about 1776 to almost 1900. It was characterized by being hand made of wood and having
mortises and exposed tenons with simple, rough-carved details. The traditional craft declined
rapidly after the coming of the railroad and factory-made furniture. In the 1920s and 1930s anthro-
pologists, educators, and other Anglos began its revival. Today, traditional furniture is vended pri-
marily through a yearly Spanish market to a largely Anglo public. The traditional furniture and its
contemporary market is examined through the perspective of a cultural performance analysis.
(38)
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Stahl, Sandra K.D. (Indiana University) STORIES OF A SAFE ADVENTURE: AMERICANS LIVING
IN AUSTRALIA. As part of a larger study of American folklore in Australia, this paper will look to a
small sample of narratives from two groups of Americans with Australian experience: (1) those
who emigrated to Australia over five years ago and have remained there, and (2) those who
emigrated to Australia, lived there for a while, and returned to the United States. The narratives
are primarily personal narratives and generally embody values associated with an earlier, frontier
America but now reflected or recognized in modern Australian culture. (5)

Stanley, David H. (University of Utah) THE ORAL AND WRITTEN DIMENSIONS OF TWAIN'S LIFE
ON THE MISSISSIPPI. Despite the assumption of many critics that written forms of expression
lack the immediacy of oral interaction, many literary works attempt to bridge that gap by using
oral strategies in literary settings. Twain’s Life on the Mississippi—part autobiographical
reminiscence, part journalistic travel narrative—establishes twin narrative perspectives in chart-
ing the disappearance of oral storytelling in favor of a comparatively inauthentic literary expres-
sion, in both Twain’s career and American culture. Yet in its parodic treatment of written forms
and in its consistent self-referencing, the work constitutes more than a lament; it asserts the con-
tinually dynamic promise of oral storytelling. (37)

Staub, Shalom (University of Pennsylvania) THE FOLKLORE OF ETHNIC FOLKLORE RESEARCH:
TOWARD A REFLEXIVE FOLKLORISTICS. By investigating and eliciting folkloric performance,
the folklorist is in fact implicated in the social and contextual meaning of that performance. The
case of ethnic folklore research is shown to include an added dimension whereby the folklorist
and informant mutually negotiate their cultural identities. One event, a confrontation that oc-
cured during my fieldwork with Yemeni Muslims in New York City, is examined in depth. The
resolution of this confrontation through storytelling will illustrate the need to consider the field
worker-informant relationship when studying the contextual significance of folkloristic perfor-
mance. Broader implications of a reflexive stance in folkloristic research will be addressed. (27)

Stern, Elizabeth J. (UCLA) THE WARRIOR AND THE WANTON REVISITED—FREYDIS,
CUCHULAINN, AND BARE-BREASTED WOMEN. The Irish hero Cuchulainn’s encounter with the
naked women of Ulster, who bare their breasts to protect the town from his warriors’ fury, has
been compared to similar motifs in Indo-European, Asian, and Arabic traditions. One parallel in
particular is that of the Old Norse saga heroine Freydis, who protects the Vinland settlement
from Indian attack by baring their breast and slapping a sword upon it. These episodes are com-
pared in terms of their function in these two medieval narratives. (47)

Stern, Stephen (UCLA) ETHNIC TESTIMONIALS: TOWARD THE ACHIEVEMENT OF RECOGNI-
TION AND THE RECOGNITION OF ACHIEVEMENT. A person’s participation in an ethnic com-
munity requires positive reinforcement if he or she is to continue to remain involved. Ethnic com-
munities establish standards by which outstanding performances are judged and reward those
people who meet or exceed these standards. One form of recognition is the testimonial, through
which members of an ethnic community reward those who have conducted themselves in an ex-
emplary manner. | shall analyze the nature of such ethnic testimonials by examining specific oc-
casions during which a Sephardic synagogue in Los Angeles has chosen to honor select in-
dividuals for public recognition. | will specify the criteria used to accord people special status
within the community and the forms that such recognition take. Formalization of status is a pro-
cess that builds up recognition from small-scale testimonies offered for minimal contributions to
large-scale testimonials that award maximal contributions. (27)

Stevens, Phillips, Jr. (SUNY, Buffalo) A “TAR BABY” STORY FROM THE UPPER BENUE RIVER
VALLEY. The trickster of the kingdom of Bachama in Nigerian Adamawa steals beans from the
farms of Kona, a Jukun kingdom. The king’s men snare him with two things he craves most: food
and sex. The trap is, of course, not a baby, nor is it made of tar, but the tale most probably
represents the prototype from which Joel Chandler Harris’s version is derived. (23)

Stewart, Ann H. (University of Washington) MODELS IN NARRATIVE THEORY. Models of nar-
rative structure occupy a central place in contemporary narrative theory. They serve as a
blueprint for the analysis of data. Like models in the sciences, they constitute analogues for the
explicandum narratives; as such, they shape the scholar’s perception of his data. The model to
which he subscribes at least partly determines his analysis; the model—Kuhn’s “paradigm,”
Gombrich’s “template”’—determines what he sees even as he sees it. Generally the model serves
to communicate his vision as well, furnishing a graphic representation of the analysis. (34)

Stewart, Susan (Temple University) DISTRESSED GENRES. This paper is part of a panel discuss-
ing Bakhtin’s contribution to folkloristics. Elaborating on Bakhtin’s notions of the valorized tem-
poral category and inter-generic relations, this paper will focus on the privileging of certain
genres which has characterized the invention of the folk in the West. Like the epic, the fairy tale,
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the ballad, and the proverb particularly emphasize the central hero, poeticalness, distanced tem-
porality, and the domestic. The “distressing” of these genres on the part of the upper classes
serves to represent, or finalize, the past and the exotic as fixed external worlds emptied of the
ideological complexity and thereby trivalized. Bakhtin writes that “All external expressions of the
dominant force and truth (the expression of everything conclusive) were formulated in the
valorized-hierarchical category of the past, in a distanced and distant image (everything from
gesture and clothing to literary style, for all are symbols of authority).” Thus in the further process
of valorizing such genres, authority is invented in light of possible consumption. It will be my con-
tention that it is this absolute distancing that produces the dual possibilities of veneration and
parody in relation to these genres. In the first case, the consumption of these genres depends
on a touristic sense of display value tied to their aura of authenticity; in the second case, their
fixity makes them vulnerable to the contemporaneousness of laughter. Following Bakhtin, we
can here reveal the two dimensions of all generic conflict: laughter (forgetting) and authority
(memory). (49)

Stitt, J. Michael (University of Nevada, Las Vegas) CORONADO’'S GRANDCHILDREN:
“TREASURE MINES” IN NEVADA LEGENDRY. J. Frank Dobie’'s collection of southwestern lost
mine legendry provides a record of the legends, their narrators, and contexts of narration.
However, alongside the always vague, sometimes supernatural, legends of lost mines of the sort
reported by Dobie there are in Nevada today many narratives involving known but abandoned
mines that might today be worked for great profit. Although these contemporary narratives use
technical language, eliminate supernatural motifs, and for the most part exist in a separate nar-
rative conduit, there remain several parallels between the older and the newer treasure mine
legends. (83)

Stoeltje, Beverly J. (University of Texas) GENRE, TIME, AND PLACE IN COWBQOY COSMOLOGY.
In preindustrial societies, cosmology and world view are expressed in myth; folk groups in
modern society rarely possess parallel myths. This paper argues that traditional cowboy people
function with a specific cosmology, the elements of which are to be found in several different
genres. These are expressed in the data, selections from a cowboy memorial service that mixes
genres, compresses time and place, and places the sacred and the secular comfortably side by
side. This indigenous form integrates sources as disparate as Genesis and the country dance
hall, and coordinates the expression of a cowboy cosmology under the rubric of honoring the
ancestors, those cowboys who preceded the living into death. (31)

Swing, Pamela (University of Texas) “BLACKLAND FARM"”: REPORTED SPEECH IN SONG. Bill
Neely, an Austin, Texas, musician whose repertoire features songs of Jimmie Rodgers, one of the
stars of early country music, composed a song, “Blackland Farm,” that describes his boyhood
meeting with the “Blue Yodeler.” Drawing on the work of Jakobson and Labov, | analyze the song
on several levels: performance style, text-tune relationships, textual structure, and semantic con-
tent, to reveal indices on all levels designed to frame and highlight the actual meeting between
Rodgers and Neely. It is shown how the song structure parallels the narrative movement of young
Neely toward Rodgers, especially through a progression from indirect to direct quotes. The actual
words spoken by Rodgers to Neely are treated as verbal relics, an interesting twist on the use of
reported speech. (2)

Szwed, John F. (University of Pennsylvania) BAKHTIN AND CREOLIZATION. Bakhtin’s concern
for the hybird, hetero-, and poly- nature of languages within and without literature offers us a
chance to reassess contemporary thinking about creole languages and the creolizing process.
The principal question to be addressed in this talk will be whether creolized folklore and literature
are special cases of a more universal principle. Some suggestions toward reconceiving folklore
as a dialogical process will be tendered. (49)

Taaffe, Maura (Ohio State University) IRISH OUTLAW HERO: M. SYNGE'S DRAMATIC LEGEND
PERFORMANCE. Frequently, 19th- and 20th-century Irish playwrights use outlaw legends,
legends involving a champion of the oppressed who creates symbolic and vicarious rebellion and
is usually betrayed by the folk community. With Christy Mahon as his outlaw hero in The Playboy
of the Western World, Synge simulated “legend process” for a highly charged, nationalistic
Dublin theater audience. By altering the traditional outlaw hero pattern, however, Synge exploded
audience expectations in the performance until the Abbey theatergoers found themselves
aligned with the oppressors. His manipulation of the outlaw hero pattern is partly responsible for
the violent audience reactions to his Playboy. (11)

Taylor, Carol (Ohio State University) THE REPENTING ACT AND THE DIMENSIONS OF SUPER-
NATURALISM. This study examines the complexities of an old tradition in the black church,
sometimes referred to as the “mourner’'s bench” phenomenon or ‘“‘getting religion.” It also ex-
plores the context in which the mourner’s bench is utilized and the problems resulting from this



Vorpagel, Becky 65

phenomenon by examining the sacred narratives collected from black informants. The mourner’s
bench in its most primitive form existed in the South up until about 1960, at which time it was
modified considerably. Its form in the North is much less intimidating to the point where the infor-
mants do not recognize it. Basically the mourners are subjected to an initiation process in which
they must tell an ecstatic, supernatural experience publicly before joining the church. (39)

Taylor, David A. (Memorial University of Newfoundland) LIFE HISTORY AND OCCUPATIONAL
ETHOS: THE MAINE LOBSTERMAN. This paper is concerned with showing how the life histories of
members of an occupational group can lead to an understanding of the dominant emotional
aspects of consciousness that color and give quality to the behaviors observed within the oc-
cupation. The occupation selected for discussion is that of the Maine lobster fisherman. From a
complex body of oral material relating to occuptional ethos that appears in the life histories of six
informants a number of dominant themes are extracted. It is argued that these themes are, to a
large extent, representative of the ethos of the occupational group as a whole. In addition,
esoteric/exoteric conceptions are explored. (41)

Titon, Jeff T. (Tufts University) IDENTITY IN THE RELIGIOUS LIFE STORY. It is widely believed
that the identity of the “I”” projected in a personal narrative is highly sensitive to interpretative
cues from the listening audience. But in conversion narratives and other religious life stories, the
“I’”” maintains his or her identity even in the face of a hostile audience. How? First, the narrator in-
corporates the interpretation into the story by providing a running commentary. Second, he incor-
porates into the story his own best audience—the traditional community of believers—by adher-
ing to shared conventions of plot, character, and theme. (41)

Toelken, Barre (University of Oregon) DYNAMICS, PERFORMANCE, AND IDENTITY IN THE
ALPINE YODEL. Most scholarly work on the yodel has focused on text and music, or on the disap-
pearance of the genre from general usage. Its current existence is usually described as vestigial,
and the yodel is seen as a “survival” that is sometimes employed for commercial or chauvinistic
purposes. The present study looks instead at a family of Austrians who yodel more today than
previously, for whom the tradition has intensified. Aspects of traditional learning are discussed,
as well as presentation, connotation, practical and symbolic function, plus the family’s own com-
ments on the yodel as an inheritance, a family stabilizer, and regional expressive device. Stressed:
dynamics over statistics. (2)

Tucker, Elizabeth (SUNY, Binghamton) “I SAW THE TREES HAD SOULS": PERSONAL EX-
PERIENCE NARRATIVES OF CONTEMPORARY WITCHES. This paper is based on recent inter-
views with young, primarily neo-Pagan witches in New York State. Each informant tells the story
of his life, with strong emphasis on the moment of discovering himself to be a witch. Following
Linda Degh's approach in People in the Tobacco Belt, | have found modes of self-presentation,
themes, and images that tie these narratives together as products of folkloric shaping. Power,
energy, and especially control are dominant themes in all of the interviews. (5)

Vennum, Thomas Jr. (Smithsonian Institution) THE OJIBWA BEGGING DANCE. The Begging
Dance of the Ojibwa Indians offers an example of calendar customs found throughout the world
in which groups of people solicit food, money, or goods from house to house. In doing so they
usually exhibit some aspect of masked ritual soliciation. For the Ojibwa, the dance was believed
to have been transmitted to the Indians by dogs, and in its performance the members of a Begg-
ing party impersonate dogs and even bark during their singing. The paper examines the role of the
dog in traditional Ojibwa culture and relates the dance to animistic performances of other North
American tribal cultures. (73)

Vlach, John Michael (George Washington University) HOLGER CAHILL AS FOLKLORIST: FOLK
ART AND THE NEW POLITICS OF POPULISM. Holger Cahill did much to promote serious study
of American folk art. His three exhibitions during the early 1930s at the Newark Museum and
Museum of Modern Art established the concept and vocabulary for many subsequent exhibits.
But his most far reaching folk art legacy is found in the Index of American Design, a cataloging
project initiated by Cahill while he was director of the Federal Arts Project of the WPA. This paper
will examine the intellectual and political contexts in which the idea of the Index took shape and
assess its impact on more recent folk art scholarship. (40)

Vorpagel, Becky (University of Pennsylvania) GAMBLING: WORK AND PLAY IN THE BLACK
COMMUNITY. Scholars of culture who support the notion of a distinct Afro-American culture
have been quick to point out the differences between blacks and whites as evidenced by some
forms of expressive culture. While music, dance, and verbal lore have received much attention
from these scholars, other aspects of culture have been ignored. This paper examines one such
aspect of culture—gambling—in the black community, and suggests that it is a culturally
distinct phenomena that successfully integrates work and play. (69)
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