














TIONS. (Pennsylvania Folk Music Research Institute). This paper will examine the recent trends in perfor-
mance, repertoire, and transmission of the music of several ethnic groups in Pittsburgh. Pittsburgh is the
home of many thriving ethnic musical traditions, yet each has had to adapt to the overwhelming urban
and industrial environment of the Steel City. Anglo-American, Afro-American, East European, British
Isles, and Asian musical traditions will be discussed in terms of how their performers have not survived
radical contextual changes but turned them to their advantage in promoting their respective idioms. (23)

MCCULLOUGH, Lawrence E. VIDEOTAPE: IRISH MUSIC IN CHICAGO. (Pennsylvania Folk Music
Research Institute). Irish Music in Chicago documents the main currents of Irish folk music as they ex-

L isted in Chicago during August, 1978, and examines how the practitioners and teachers of this tradition
have planned for the future to ensure that the music continues to flourish in a dwindling social network
and physical community of Irish-Americans. The videotape contains performances by some of Chicago’s
outstanding Irish musicians, incisive interviews with parents, students, and teachers at the Francis O’Neill
Irish Music Club, and valuable footage of the music being taught by the traditional transmission
methods. (69)

MCDOWELL, John H. TOWARD A SEMIOTICS OF NICKNAMING. (Indiana University). Using data
gathered from friends and associates among the Kamsa Indians of Colombia’s Andean frontier, | will ex-

| amine the distinctive features of Kamsa nicknames with respect to the other units in the naming system
Then | will develop three semiotic parameters of naming: (1) the social boundary, (2) the sense of these
proper names, and (3) the issue of the performative act of naming. Comparison of each unit within the
Kamsa naming system on the basis of these three parameters facilitates clarification of the special
semiotic valencies of the nickname. (21)

MCLELLAN, Marjorie L. “IT’S FUNNY HOW YOU REMEMBER THOSE OLD THINGS.” (University of Min-
nesota). A family’s construct of their past is made up of the pieces left to the present by earlier genera-
tions. In this paper, | will look at how one extended family edits and reassembles the pieces of their past
| to create meaningful versions of the family history. The pieces include family snapshots, family stories,
\ memoirs, day-books, postcards, letters, deeds, genealogies, and the clutter of attics and sheds. The story-
tellers represent a sampling of the older members of an extended family network. (76)

‘ MCLELLAN, Marjorie L., and Gary GREENBERG. VIDEOTAPE: FISH FRY. (University of Minnesota). The
! heroes of “Fish Fry” are Ruth and Harvey Williams, a retired, black couple who live in Madison, Wiscon-

sin. Ruth was born in Oklahoma. She loves fishing and she figures that it must be a “birth mark” —that

her mother must of been carrying her when she went fishing. Ruth and Harvey moved to Madison in the

late 1930s. They have helped raise and feed several generations of the Williams family. Ruth and Harvey
l and other Madison fishers talk about how they fish and why, what they catch and what has gotten away.
\ At the end, Ruth introduces us to some great fish fry. This 30-minute, black and white videotape, was pro-
| duced with the assistance of the Madison Community Access Center, Inc. (30 min., black and white
‘ videotape, 3/4” cassette.) (31)

MCNEIL, W. K. THE CHICAGO FOLKLORE SOCIETY AND THE INTERNATIONAL FOLKLORE CON-

GRESS OF 1893. (Ozark Folk Center). During part of its brief existence of thirteen years, the Chicago
‘ Folklore Society was a strong rival of the American Folklore Society. This rivalry revolved around the
‘ question of whether or not the study of traditional lore properly belonged to the field of anthropology or

literature. Seemingly the Chicago Folklore Society won when they held the International Folklore Con-
‘ gress of 1893 in Chicago while the anthropological meeting backed by the American Folklore Society
failed to materialize. Their success, however, was more apparent than real. My paper examines the Con-
gress and its significance in the history of American folklore studies. (50)

MECHLING, Jay. HIGH KYBO DRIFTER: FOLK SPEECH AND NAMING IN A BOY SCOUT CAMP.
(University of California, Davis). Assuming that folk speech plays important social and psychological
functions in a folk group, this paper describes and analyzes the folk speech and names collected in field-
work at a California Boy Scout camp. Specialized vocabulary appears in several spheres of camp life
(e.g., foodways, objects, place names, nicknames). Moving beyond a functional explanation toward ac-
counting for the symbolic content of the speech, this paper draws upon Mary Douglas’ work on pollution
and Freud’s analysis of “The Wolf Man" (1918) to explain patterns in the speech as symbolic “symptoms”’
of the repressed femininity and heightened masculinity of the Boy Scout camp. (54)

MEFFERD, Greg. VIDEOTAPE: THE DOLL-LADY OF LEESVILLE. (Univ. of Texas at Austin). This videotape
explores Mrs. Elester Kidd’s dollmaking as an expression of her life on the frontiers of Texas; physical and
symbolic. As a girl, Mrs. Kidd learned to farm following after her mother in the fields; her father had died
when she was three. At the age of fifteen she married a farmer. When he began to loose his sight she
undertook much of the farm work. Growing older, she had to give up farming and ran the local cafe for
30 years. She is now 80 and successfully sells her china headed dolls locally as well as at Texas fairs. Mrs.
Kidd’s dolimaking demonstrates her innovative negotiation of psychological and social boundaries; a
talent which was and is mandatory to survival on any frontier, including that of old age in America. (35)
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MIEDER, Wolfgang. SURVIVAL FORMS OF THE FROG PRINCE IN MODERN SOCIETY. (University of
Vermont). The Grimm fairy tales, and The Frog Prince in particular, have often become the basis for
ironical or satirical comments about today’s society in which the enchanting world of fairy tales doesn’t
seem to have a place anymore. Satirical poems, cartoons reflecting the values and problems of the pre-
sent age, comic strips, greeting cards, T-shirts and advertisements utilizing motifs from The Frog Prince
all attest to the innovative manipulations of traditional forms. Surely Grimm’s tales will continue to thrill
children, but in their modern adaptations (often in the form of mere reminiscences) they are significant
statements for the adult world, and these modern variants deserve to be studied by folklorists. (94)

MILLS, Margaret A. THE USE OF FOLKLORE IN JALALUDDIN RUMI'S MA THNAVI-E MA’ANAVI. (NEH
Grantee). RUmi’s 13th-century Mathnavi-e Ma‘anavi is probably the best loved work in Persian’s extensive
religious literature, a narrative mystical poem in six volumes which weaves a kaleidoscopic pattern of
anecdotes and exempla. It contains items from oral tradition, both whole tales and parts of tales, which
are warped into new formats and resolution patterns to serve Rumi’s didactic purpose. As folktale’s for-
mat is a repository for widely held cultural expectations, Rumi’s manipulation of it was a powerful didac-
tic tool, first to shock his students out of the everyday, then to lead them to a new, expanded notion of
the possible. Much of the Mathnavi can be seen as an early and powerful example of applied folklore.
(82)

MIRIANI, Ronald. THE COWBOY AND LOVE. (Park College). The cowboy and love is an important sub-
ject because so many “urban cowboys” are adopting what they think are cowboy values. Old-time
cowboys had a unique relationship with women because there was no conventional place for women in
the cowboy’s world. This paper explores the various ways, in life and lore, that cowboys have attempted
to find a place for women in their lives. My conclusion: they failed, at least collectively, to resolve the
problem. (3)

MISHLER, Craig. OF MINING AND MUMMING: PROCESSIONAL DRAMA IN ENGLISH BAY, ALASKA.
(University of Alaska, Anchorage Community College). Among the Sugcestun-speaking Aleuts of Alaska’s
Kenai Peninsula and Prince William Sound, mumming is a living festival tradition adopted from Russian
traders and missionaries who colonized the area as early as 1785. In English Bay, one of these communi-
ties, this mumming (locally called masking) is associated with the celebration of Russian Orthodox
Christmas each January. The high point of this tradition comes on New Year’s night, when the villagers
reenact their New Year’s Play, a largely nonverbal folk drama which is accompanied by music and por-
trays the seasonal life cycle. The play is examined from both sacred and secular perspectives and com-
pared with British mummery. (59)

MITCHELL, Carol. VIDEOTAPE: TRADITIONAL CLOTHING IN INDIA. (Colorado State Univ.). This
videotape describes the kinds of traditional clothing worn by men and women in India today. Theories
about the origins of clothing are mentioned; the use of clothing and jewelry to show status and the varia-
tion in clothing between the lower economic classes and the upper economic classes is discussed along
with the advantages and disadvantages of traditional clothing and Indian women’s attitudes toward the
saree. Slides of Indian men and women in their traditional costumes as well as examples of various
pieces of clothing are shown. (31)

MOE, John F. MAKING CARS RUN: A QUESTION OF FOLK STYLE IN THE COMMUNITY. (Case Western
Reserve University). (101)

MORLEY, Linda. THREE LINKS OF A DAMNED FOOL: THE STUDY OF A RURAL VERMONT RECITA-
TION TRADITION, ITS PERFORMANCE AND REPERTORY. (New England College). A study of the per-
formance style and repertory of a traditional reciter and storyteller from rural Vermont. Study will in-
clude an analysis of the style of performance and the repertory of the informant. It will also include a
discussion of the aesthetic dimension of traditional performance within the informant’s community since
the turn of the century. (92) ’

MORSE, Rebecca D. THE FEMALE RELIGIOUS LEADER AS A FOLK HEROINE. (Wayne Community Col-
lege). This is a preliminary investigation of the characteristics of influential eighteenth, nineteenth and
twentieth century female religious leaders in America. A classification system similar to the one
developed by Lord Raglan in “The Hero of Tradition” is used to set the prototype of an American
religious folk heroine. The discussion centers around the life histories of five women who founded
religious societies: Ann Lee, Jemima Wilkinson, Mary Baker Eddy, Aimee Semple McPherson and
Kathryn Kulhman. The life histories of these women conform to the prototype set forth in the classifica-
tion system and thus each qualifies as a folk heroine. (67)

MOSELEY, Caroline. THE JENNY LIND MANIA. (Princeton, NJ). This paper discusses Jenny Lind’s tour of
the U.S. in 1850, and explores the reasons for her success: her promotion by P. T. Barnum; her talent and
virtuous behavior; her repertoire, which included elite but emphasized folk and popular song; the
“naturalness” of her voice and affect; her apolitical stance. “The Jenny Lind Mania” offered escape from
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political pressures dividing America in the antebellum years. Her songs functioned to promote “the
stability of culture.” Jenny Lind answered the psychic and aesthetic needs of Americans in the eighteen-
fifties. (35)

MOYLE, Natalie K. TURKISH “DIME NOVELS”: A STUDY IN THE TRANSFORMATION OF ORAL TO
WRITTEN LITERATURE. (University of Virginia). The Parry-Lord oral theory, in particular the formula-
density count, has been shown to be an inadequate method for ascertaining the orality of written texts. In
place of this method, | propose an examination of material that is most nearly analogous to early written
texts, namely Turkish “dime novels” which are written renderinds of oral material by someone
thoroughly familiar with the oral tradition. | plan to isolate the traits characteristic of these “dime
novels” and to explain these traits, one by one, by the effects of the removal of the oral performance
context. (82)

NAGY, Joseph Falaky. VENGEFUL MUSIC IN TRADITIONAL NARRATIVE. (University of California, Los
Angeles). As they appear in different times, places and traditions, motifs and story patterns frequently ex-
press consistent basic messages. This paper is a study of certain structural and thematic parallels be-
tween some myths from archaic cultures (CGreek, Celtic, and Norse) that feature a cosmogonic struggle
climaxed by the invention of music/poetry/song/a musical instrument, and narratives (ballads and mar-
chen) from more recent folk traditions that belong, or are closely related, to AT tale type 780 ‘The Sing-
ing Bone’. In all of these narratives we see similar messages transmitted about the cultural functions of
music and musical performance. (64)

» NAMEROFF, Rochelle. TEEN ANGEL: THE DEATH CULT IN AMERICAN TEENAGE FOLKLORE. (Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley). This paper will focus on the American teenage obsession with death as ex-
pressed in rock & roll (Teen Angel, Last Kiss, Tell Laura | Love Her, etc.), legends (The Hook, Spanish Fly,
Hanging Tree, for example), idolatry and martyrdom of heroes (James Dean, the strange case of Paul Mc-
Cartney’s reported death, and others), folk speech, fan club worship, and other forms. This investigation
will hopefully show the ambivalence toward and fear of sexuality, the rejection of adulthood, as well as
a pervading misogyny which are at the center of this “death cult.” (54)

NASH, Thomas. THE IRONIC USE OF FOLK MOTIFS IN DRAMA: SAM SHEPARD’S BURIED CHILD.
(Auburn University). In a certain sense, Sir James G. Frazer can share the credit for the play that won the
1979 Pulitzer Prize. Although the honored play, Buried Child, is actually the work of Sam Shepard, a San
Francisco playwright, the story would impress most folklorists as a patchwork of motifs and images from
the pages of The Golden Bough. Royal incest, sympathetic magic, and harvest ritual are the themes of
Buried Child, a play that dramatizes, in symbolic action, the death and rebirth of the Corn King. Besides
being an artistic tour de force, Shepard’s play is an excellent example of the ironic use of folklore in
literature. The term ironic, as | have used it elsewhere, refers to the gradual layering of folkloric motifs by
an author who wishes to begin a story in the realistic mode and to move subtly toward the mythic. (36)

NAVAR, Maria Margarita. EL CONTRABANDO Y LA FRONTERA. (University of Texas). This paper
demonstrates the relationship between the historical circumstances of the creation of an international
boundary line between the United States (Texas, in particular) and Mexico, and the rise of contraband,
both catalysts for the development of the corrido de contrabando: the Texas-Mexican smuggling ballad.
These songs, as folk versions and visions, musically and poetically document the nature of the economic
flow of exchange that occurs between two nations. (37)

NEWALL, Venetia J. THE MOVING SPRAY CAN: A CONSIDERATION OF SOME CONTEMPORARY
ENGLISH GRAFFITI. (University of London). In his book Urban Folklore from the Paperwork Empire Alan
Dundes firmly knocks the traditional notion that folklore is always oral. Some forms are not, for instance
graffiti, the Italian for “scratchings.” Graffiti, which can be pencilled, painted and, nowadays, sprayed are
at worst a form of vandalism. They also provide a rough and ready guide to contemporary popular
culture and opinion in the form of comment that is humorous, political and/or obscene. (15)

} NEWMAN, Joyce Joines. “WHAT THE HELL'S A-COMIN’ OFF HERE?”: TRADITIONAL AND CREATIVE
ELEMENTS IN HUMOROUS LOCAL CHARACTER ANECDOTES. John E. Joines, a storyteller from Wilkes
County, N. C., has a large repertory of tall tales and humorous local character anecdotes. The tall tales
are traditional narratives, but many of the 150 or so recorded anecdotes are based on personal ex-

Y periences. In shaping these experiences into narratives, the narrator has relied on a traditional model of

| narrative form and content, and, through performance and repetition, has refined each story so that
multiple recordings show a marked standardization of language. (61)

NICOLAISEN, W. F. H. ON PERSONAL NAMES IN BALLADS. (SUNY-Binghamton). The role of names in
folk-narrative in general and in the ballad in particular has not been explored to any great extent. This

paper will examine some of their functions, especially the use of personal names, and will also in-
vestigate whether it might be possible to utilize such names for the dating of ballads, since name
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fashions and name genealogies seem to afford ample opportunity for such an attempt. The basic
strategies suggested may lend themselves to further more detailed research. (21)

NUSBAUM, Philip. FORUM: FOLK MUSIC AND FOLK CULTURE ON RADIO. (University of Northern
lowa). This panel brings together people who have produced folk music and folk culture for radio. Each
participant will give a brief statement about his/her work, along with a statement of needs and what each
person can supply. Following the presentation, there will be informal discussions. While the thrust of
these discussions cannot be predicted, it is assumed that suitable topics, styles of documentation,
aesthetics of radio production and distribution possibilities will be talked about. Participants include: Ce
Ce Conway, University of North Carolina, Deb Lamberton, Natianal Public Radio, Craig Mishler, KSKA,
Anchorage, Alaska, Philip Nusbaum, KUNI, Cedar Falls, IA, Nick Spitzer, Louisiana Department of
Culture, Gary Stanton, WFIU, Indiana University. The agenda will be wide open to other participants. (10)

NUSBAUM, Philip. THE PROCESS OF CONTEXT. (University of Northern lowa). When we analyze
conversation, we realize how quickly nuances are shifted in everyday sense making. The paper shows
that the contexts conversationalists create is a vital part of sense making, and is as improvised as other
conversational processes. | will explain the formulation of contexts in conversation and within longer ut-
terances such as stories and jokes, and make a recommendation concerning the consideration of the
physical environment as a part of context. (34)

OLDANI, John L., THE QUILT ARCHIVE AT SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY AT EDWARDSVILLE.
(Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville). This paper will discuss the establishment of the Quilt Ar-
chive at SIUE as part of the Folklore Archive. Included in the presentation will be a discussion of the field
techniques, the displaying of the collected material, the problems inherent in working with this kind of
material culture, the lore relative to the quilt collected “incidentally,” and a way in which regionalism
can be approached through the art of the quilt. Slides, actual quilts, and the framing technique used by
the Archive will accompany the presentation. (58)

ORING, Elliott. JOKES AND THEIR RELATION TO SIGMUND FREUD: PART TWO. (California State
University, Los Angeles). This paper is a continuation of the exploration of the relationship between the
jokes of Sigmund Freud and his personality. It focuses upon his schadchen jokes (marriage broker jokes)
and examines their messages in the light of available biographical data. Through these jokes it is possible
to gain insight into some of the unconscious determinants of Freud’s behavior that influenced his
development of the science of psychoanalysis. (79)

ORR, Carol. PUBLISHING FOLKLORE. (University of Tennessee Press). The panelists will offer guidelines
to authors who are looking toward publication of their work as books or journal articles. Questions to be
dealt with are: How does one find a publisher? What do publishers require of authors? What should
authors expect from publishers? The discussion will deal in particular with dissertations for scholars who
need advice about the difference between a dissertation and a book manuscript, the kind of revision that
is generally necessary to transform a thesis into a book, and alternative forms of publication, such as
journal articles and on-demand publication. The discussion will be led by Carol Orr, Director, The Univer-
sity of Tennessee Press. Panelists will include Judith McCulloh, Editor, The University of lllinois Press;
Richard Bauman, Editor, Journal of American Folklore; Marta Weigle, Editor, Publications of the Ameri-
can Folklore Society, New Series. (89)

OTT, Eleanor. FOLKLORE TRADITIONS AND THE STONE HUT PUZZLE. (Coddard College). Enigmatic
stone chambers lie scattered over the New England countryside. Built of dry stone construction mound-
ed over with earth, these chambers could have been built by early settlers, indigenous Indians, pre-
Columbian Europeans or others for a wide variety of purposes including root cellars, burial vaults, or fur
storage. No data exists in deeds or diaries about them, leaving the researcher with few clues concerning
their origin, age or use. The folklorist relies on the archaeologist for data from the ground which the
folklorist then synthesizes with the oral traditions in order to increase our knowledge and understanding
of this intriguing cultural puzzle. (92)

OXRIEDER, Julia. KISS THE DOORKNOB, A COLLECTION OF FOLKLORE FROM FLOYD COUNTY, VA.
(College of William and Mary in Virginia). At the beginning of the twentieth century, those who lived in
Floyd County in mountainous southwestern Virginia were Scotch-Irish or Pennsylvania Dutch by descent
and Primitive Baptist or Brethren by religious affiliation. Their self-sufficiency and resourcefulness made
the difference between a tolerable existence and a meaningful life. Many of their ways of life are found
in other isolated areas such as the Ozarks, but others, such as the game “Kiss the doorknob,” are unique-
ly their own. (17)

PARSONS, Melinda B. SNEAKS AND SNAKES: FOLK MEDICINE AND THE MEDICAL ESTABLISHMENT
IN DUTCH BAROQUE PAINTING. (University of Delaware). The influence of magical and rational folk
medical beliefs on Baroque painting has been inadequately explored. Herbal snake-bite remedies, com-
bined with traditional notions of causal relationships between sin and disease, resulted in an
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iconographic system of plant symbolism with medical, moralizing, and religious implications The highly
detailed Dutch genre paintings of Gerrit Dou (1613-1675) provide clear examples of botanical symbolism
synthesized from folk medical, religious, and artistic sources. This paper explores the traditional magico-
religious significance of several plants, their healing properties as revealed in herbal literature, and their
subsequent development as moralizing symbols in academic painting. (56)

PATTERSON, Daniel and Tom DAVENPORT. FILM: BEING A JOINES: A BRUSHY MOUNTAIN ALBUM
(University of North Carolina and Tom Davenport Films, Inc). A 58-minute, 1Tomm, color documentary
film about John E. “Frail” Joines, a gifted tale teller from North Carolina. The film weaves performances
of four kinds of tales—tall tales, family and local anecdotes, memorates of World War 11, and narratives
of faith healing and visions —into a moving biography representative of mountain experience. An infor-
mative booklet accompanies the film. This film is the third in a series jointly produced by Tom Daven-
port Films, Inc., and the UNC Curriculum in Folklore. (11)

PEARSON, Barry Lee. AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND THE BLUES TRADITION. (University of Maryland). This
paper concerns itself with the folkloric use of autobiography in the study of the blues tradition. A major
source of what we know of the blues is a type of oral history elicited in interviews from blues artists.
These statements function both as oral autobiography or personal history and as occupational history
Biographical statements have been viewed as a method to provide a personal context for folklore items
and more recently oral autobiography has been seen as an expressive category worthy of investigation in
its own right. By examining the complex relation between autobiography and the blues form and artists,
we can appreciate the role of tradition as a shaping force in life story narratives. (85)

PENTIKAINEN, Juha. THE BIOGRAPHICAL PROCESS AND FOLKLORE. (Finnish Society for the Study of
Comparative Religion). (86)

PERIMAN, Ken. DON CACAHUATE TO LA BRUJA: HISPANIC FOLKLORE OF THE FOUR CORNERS.
(Fort Lewis College). Hispanic folklore is very prominent in the southwest. The influence of Spain and
Mexico on the lives of the people in the region is well-nigh immeasurable. The author, over a period of
years, has been collecting tales of all kinds (satirical, witch, and stories of the supernatural) as well as
anecdotes, sayings, riddles, beliefs, and songs which reflect the rich traditions of the area. The paper
presents a sampling of material collected in the field, with a brief commentary when appropriate, in the
hopes of stimulating further investigation into this vital repository of our past and present heritage. (37)

PETERSON, Elizabeth and Elaine ). LAWLESS. VIDEOTAPE: SOUTHERN INDIANA QUARRY WOMEN
AND THE PENTECOSTAL CHURCH. (Indiana University). Southern Indiana (particularly the area be-
tween Bloomington and Bedford) is predominately a limestone industrial region; it is also an area in
which the Pentecostal religion plays a significant part in the lives of quarry workers—especially the
female members of the population. This videotape presents a typical Pentecostal church service accom-
panied by interviews with active female members of Pentecostal congregations. The Pentecostal quarry
women interviewed interpret the various aspects of the service (i.e., glossolalia, testimonials, faith heal-
ing, etc.) as well as discuss the belief system and the importance of this fundamentalist, charismatic
religion in their daily lives. (88)

POLEMITOU, Olga A. GREEK-AMERICAN FOLKLORE: ETHNICITY AND ASSIMILATION IN AN URBAN
CONTEXT. (Indiana University). The act of emigration is one which has tremendous significance for the
individual concerned as it involves on the one hand, a radical breaking away from traditional ties, and on
the other hand, an attempt to reestablish the severed ties in a new, often alien environment. Every year
the United States admits thousands of immigrants from all countries who naturally bring with them their
own beliefs and way of life. Much of what will happen to them later on depends on a very difficult pro-
cess of acculturation and assimilation. What happens to such ethnic minorities and their influence on
society in general presents a rich and meaningful area of study for the folklorist. This paper, which is
based on fieldwork among the Greek-American community in Indianapolis, examines the process of ac-
culturation and assimilation and draws insights on the effect that life in an urban industrial environment
has on traditions. It also examines the changes and modifications that occur in folklore and relates these
changes to the degree of acculturation and assimilation achieved by the immigrants. (78)

POSEN, I. Sheldon. “WELL, WE KNOW ALL THE SONG ANYWAY"”: KNOWING AND KNOWING-
ABOUT A LOCAL SONG. (University of Pennsylvania). There is a woods song named for a Quebec village
in the Ottawa Valley which has become metonymic for the singing tradition of the village, and for the
village itself. Everyone assumes that everyone knows it, yet local singers almost always have to col-
laborate to recompile it during performance, or read it. Only certain outsiders can really sing it. That no
one and everyone “knows” the song points to the storage of an item across many individuals as one
aspect of the epistemological system, and to this particular song as a function of community identity
rather than of the relationship among individuals. (1)

POULSEN, Richard C. THE ENIGMA OF THE PURITAN MIND: COTTON MATHER REVISITED. (Brigham
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Young University). Cotton Mather is considered by many interested scholars to be the most confusing
puzzle produced by an age of confusions and paradoxes. Scholars from Barrett Wendell to Perry Miller,
Richard Dorson, and Katherine Anne Porter have attempted, largely unsuccessfully, to unravel the
mystery of Cotton Mather. | believe the key to an understanding of Mather lies not in historical
antecedents, or in the web of the modern religious mind, but rather in the folk mind of the primitive
shaman as elucidated by Lévi-Strauss. My paper thus attempts to understand Cotton Mather and the
Puritan folk psyche through recourse to the workings of the prehistorical mind. (56)

POYSER, Stephen P. BAY SPRINGS MILL AND COMMUNITY: AN INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH TO
HISTORICAL RECONSTRUCTION. (Indiana University). The community of Bay Springs, Mississippi
developed around a cotton milling operation begun in the mid-nineteenth century. The enterprise pros-
pered for the next several decades until a fire of mysterious origin destroyed the mill in the early 1880s,
precipitating the demise of the community. The author returned to the area in the fall of 1979 to recon-
struct the history of the mill community. Using data acquired through techniques employed by folk-
lorists, archaeologists, and historians a composite history was formulated. The presentation outlines the
results of the study and discusses the types of data yielded by each approach. (5)

PROSTERMAN, Leslie. FOOD AND ALLIANCE AT THE COUNTY FAIR. (University of Pennsylvania). At a
county fair in the upper Midwest, food vendors and their customers indicate political stances and com-
munity values through their food behavior. Both the conventional party and community politics, and the
politics of the fair are expressed through the manipulation of food at the various booths. The Grand Old
Party Brats booth, the 4-H or Grange hamburgers and the carny concessionaires selling lemonade accrue
real and perceived differences of food behavior which establish political and moral locations at the fair. '
Not only the actual foods sold and eaten (which are often identical), but the surrounding actions and ex-

pressed opinions maintain political and community alliances and identities. (8)

PURI, Rajika. THE FAMILY OF RAMA: KINSHIP STRUCTURES AND THE DANCE. (New York University).
This paper presents insights into a social anthropological investigation into aspects of movement, rele-
vant to all forms of (East) Indian dance, that are found in the Natya Shastra and related literature. Using
the paradigm of Rama'’s family (explicit in the body language of Bharata Natyam) the relationship be-
tween kinship structure and gesture is explored. Patterns of social actions and values emerge that clearly
set forth the link between dance and society. (105)

QUIGLEY, Colin. NEWFOUNDLAND DANCES AND DANCE EVENTS: STRUCTURED NONVERBAL
COMMUNICATION. (Memorial University of Newfoundland). A study of continuity and change in dance
forms and dance events in Newfoundland. Descriptions spanning the last forty years are examined. The
dances are analyzed as patterned nonverbal communicative interactions. Dance events are found to be
occasions of forced intimacy with a larger group than is normally accessible for such relations. The func-
tions of dancing within a community’s social life, the expressed concerns of the dancers and the patterns
through which these are enacted show continuities over several generations despite changes in the
dances performed. (59)

RADNER, Jo. SIGNLORE: THE POETIC SLEIGHT-OF-HAND OF THE DEAF. (The American University).
The recently coined term “signlore” refers to those forms of deaf folklore which take as their materials
aspects of American Sign Language itself: handshapes, fingerspelling, manual numbers. “ABC stories,”
“number stories,” and the like are invented, passed on, and widely enjoyed by the deaf. As critics, we
might see signlore as an exciting, dramatic amalgam of game and (given its formal constraints) tradi-
tional poetry; as folklorists, we should also consider how these deeply esoteric performances function
within the deaf community and express its attitudes. (106)

RAICHELSON, Richard M. ROLFING —THE ART OF PHYSICAL MANIPULATION IN AMERICAN POP-

ULAR MEDICINE. (Memphis State University). Rolfing is a therapy which focuses on the structural in-

tegration of the body by using a deep massage technique. Although obscure, it is gaining a reputation

among self-awareness groups and health faddists in the U.S. As background, the paper discusses the im- i
portance of touch and massage in psychotherapy and as magical curing in folk/popular medicine, its

general absence in the Western Biomedical System and what this signifies, and the techniques and !
theories behind a number of massage-like therapies found in the U.S. (35)

RAO, Velcheru Narayana. EPIC, METAEPIC & RITUAL: ASPECTS OF EPIC PROCESS IN TELUGU.
(University of Wisconsin, Madison). In this paper, a Telugu oral epic, Epic of Palnadu is examined in the

context of its ritual performance. With this are contrasted the adaptations of the epic in nonritual con-

texts. It is suggested that the ritual and the possession cult related to it define the significance of the epic 1
to the lower caste participants, where the singer represents the sacred power of the ritual and the dead

heroes are the deities. The upper caste adaptations of folk epics extricate the story from the ritual. This

) form, it is suggested, is the metaepic, where the singer does not have the same sacred status as in folk

f epics and a new set of gods, of Sanskritic origin, find place in the story. The heroes of the metaepic are

b represented as human incarnations of Sanskritic gods and the whole story is told as an enactment on

earth of a devine scheme. The process is still evidenced in contemporary Andhra Pradesh. (38)
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RASHAP, Amy. HISTORICITY AND HASIDIC LEGENDS. (University of Pennsylvania). This paper is an at-
tempt to examine the custom of legend narration within the Hasidic community in Brooklyn from a
phenomenological perspective. The phenomenological notion of history as a continually emerging, pre-
sent process is very similar to the Hasidic folk notion of history. The act of narrating legends and its fluid
context will be studied in relation to this phenomenological theoretical construct. This paper will also
analyze the Hasidic notion of history, and the central role that the Rebbe, or spiritual leader, plays within
the community and the legends. (26)

RASPA, Richard. THE ETHNIC LANDSCAPE: ITALIAN-AMERICAN VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE IN
RURAL UTAH. (University of Utah). The purpose of this paper is to explore the structure and functions of
80-year old vernacular dwellings and the areas surrounding them which compose the ethnic landscape of
Helper, Utah, a rural coal mining and railroad community. Interior structures and functions of the
edifices, such as kitchens, living rooms, and cellars, the external detailing of the building, and the
characteristics and uses of the gardens and out-buildings, represent forms of adaptation to the environ-
ment that characterize Helper as an ethnic, and specifically Italtan-American community. (104)

REAGON, Bernice Johnson. VOICES OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT. (Smithsonian Institution).
Report and findings on a research and production project on the culture of the Civil Rights Movement

' which culminated in the release of a three album archival recording box of mavement songs, and a con-
ference of grassroot and national organizer/activists—songleaders, orators, photographers, and
documenters of the period. The presentation with video will include a discussion of research efforts, oral
data gathered in a group format as well as the one-to-one interview. Central to the work is the presenter’s
concern with the history of community/group culture, and the use of modern technology to provide the

' opportunity and methodological support to creators of the subject, in this case a mass movement of
Black Americans against racism, to be involved in the analysis and evaluation of their participation; and
for this process to also be a part of the record. (55)

REGAN, Arthur. WINNERS AND LOSERS IN PERSIAN GAMES. (San Jose State University). An attempt to
gain some understanding of the Persian culture by examining its traditional games. Issues to be discussed
include: how traditional games reflect the hierarchically organized structure of Iranian society, including
the extended family; the amount of authority players will accept in a leader; the very nature of central
authority in their games; the importance of spatial togetherness (the team or the individual?); the clear
definition of winners and losers (its importance and yet, in apparent contradiction, the interchangeability
of the two); the role of games as social-ordering activities; the potential for violence and its realization;
the important element of humor and teasing in Iran. (36)

REIMENSNYDER, Barbara. FIELDWORK PROBLEMS IN FOLK MEDICAL/BELIEF SYSTEMS IN PENN-
SYLVANIA. (University of Pennsylvania). This paper examines the problems of doing fieldwork in folk
belief/folk medical systems where such systems are not part of the model of culture which is presented
to outsiders. The fieldworker must demonstrate certain knowledge before he or she is given access to fur-
ther knowledge. This process of unravelling one’s ignorance is like trying to use a dictionary when one
can'’t read very well: before you can look up a word you have to be able to spell it; and then you have to
look up all the words in the definition. The dynamics of this process are explored in terms of fieldwork on
powwowing and other medical and belief systems in rural Pennsylvania German culture. (42)

RENWICK, Roger deV. “A FAIR CRACK OF THE WHIP”: LIFE-HISTORY OF A NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
MINER. (University of Texas-Austin). Ephraim Mugglestone, coalminer for forty-four years, hospital
porter for eight, has recounted autobiographical information in three distinct contexts of communication
and in three distinct genres —interview, written life history, and poetry. Though on the same subject mat-
ter, each recounting exhibits certain differences in attitude and belief. The apparent differences can be
reconciled if we examine for each case his audience, his motives, and especially the conventions of the
relevant genre of expression. (85)

REUSS, Richard A. THE AMERICAN FOLKLORE SOCIETY AND LEFT-WING FOLKLORE ACTIVITIES IN
THE 1940s. (University of Michigan). Most left-wing political interest in folklore in the 1940s occurred
outside the AFS and other professional societies. However, the utilization of traditional materials,
especially folksongs, for political purposes by various radical popularizers and a few academicians with
differing leftist views provoked counterresponse from more conservative professional folklorists pro-
foundly affecting the subsequent direction of folklore studies in the United States. This paper reviews
these developments, tracing the strong antipopularizing bias of the 1950s and afterwards in the AFS to its
encounters with the work of radical popularizers associated with one or another aspect of the “People’s
Songs” movement of the previous decade. (41)

ROBERTS, John M. GAMES. (University of Pittsburgh). (19)

ROBERTS, John W. THE DOZENS AS A CHILDHOOD GAME. (University of Missouri). The purpose of
this paper is to interpret the dozens as a childhood game. Although scholars in the past have clearly in-
dicated that the dozens are played predominately by black children during early adolescence, their inter-
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pretations have not reflected this reality to any appreciable degree. Rather, they have consistently
discussed the game in terms of the larger issues of racism, black oppression or as a means of preparing
oneself to live in an oral culture. By applying the findings of studies on both black children and children
in general, | attempt to show how the dozens are preeminently a child’s game, and as such can be best
understood as a part of the childhood experience. (72)

ROEMER, Danielle. STORYTELLING AMONG THE KINDERGARTENERS. (Purdue). | examine procedures
for storytelling among white, middle-class kindergarteners (5-6 years). In contrast to seven- through nine-
year-old informants, the kindergarteners had had little experience in peer group narration. As a result of
child-adult interactions in school and at home, they had come to expect that adults would organize their
storytelling. When | purposefully failed their expectations during our collecting sessions on the
playground, the kindergarteners modified their ‘rules for polite storytelling’ and actively negotiated their
narrative interactions. Drawing on metanarrative commentary, the present report describes the
kindergarteners’ procedures for the pre- and intra-performance allocation of the narrator’s respon-
sibilities. (7)

RUFTY, Ruby. JOB SEARCH IN THE FEDERAL CITY. This paper summarizes the folklorist’s preliminary
search for nontraditional jobs in Washington, D.C. over a period of eight months. Contacts made through
referrals at more than 20 different institutions in both the Federal and private sectors were interviewed.
Topics to be discussed include the methods used in job searching, types of organizations contacted, the
actual job application process employed by the Federal government, and the contact persons’ reaction
to the image of a folklorist. The paper concludes with a summary of the job search findings and recom-
mendations for further research into nontraditional jobs in the Federal City. (2)

SACKETT, Marjorie. ST. FIDELIS CHURCH —VICTORIA, KANSAS. (Fort Hays State University). St. Fidelis
Church at Victoria, Kansas, reflects mainly the love of God but indirectly the love of beauty experienced
by the Volga-German Catholic immigrants who came to Ellis County, KS, slightly over one hundred years
ago. It was built of native limestone which was cut by hand from the quarry six miles south of the village.
The church is a large structure which dominates the area with its twin spires which reach a height of one
hundred and forty-one feet. There are more than forty stained glass windows which were imported from
Munich. (46)

SAMMONS, Robert A., JR. WHAT HAPPENED TO MY WART: A CLINICAL ANALYSIS OF THE HEALING
ASPECTS OF FOLK MEDICINE. (East Carolina University). Folk medicine is often effective in ways that
seem startling to both the believer and skeptic of folk practices. This paper examines folk medicine prac-
tices such as “talking off warts” and-“talking fire out of burnes” in an attempt to understand their
similarities to current “non-folk” therapeutic practices. A parallel is drawn between clinical hypnosis and
folk medicine in terms of demand characteristics of the practitioner and patient, therapeutic procedures,
and outcome. (87)

SAMUELSON, Sue. INFANTICIDE IN FOLK NARRATIVE. (University of Pennsylvania). The murderous
desires of parents against their children (and vice versa) provide a central theme for several folk nar-
ratives. The means of accomplishing the deed are varied so this paper examines one particular method,
death via cooking/burning, which is often accompanied by cannibalism. Examples will be drawn from
“Hansel and Gretel” (AT 327A) and the modern urban legend of “The Hippie Babysitter” (also known as
“The Microwaved Baby”). The analysis is mainly socio-psychological but with historical and comparative
notes. (40)

SANTINO, Jack. THE LIFE AND LORE OF THE PULLMAN PORTER. (Smithsonian Institution). The
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters was founded in 1925 by A. Philip Randolph and Milton P. Webster. It
was the first black union in the United States, and its establishment and eventual recognition by the AFL-
CIO were crucial events in the struggle for civil rights. In 1978, the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters
merged with the Brotherhood of Airline and Railway Clerks, thus, for all intents and purposes, ceasing to
exist. Many members of the old Brotherhood live in Washington, D.C.; some still work on Amtrak. The
men get together regularly to play cards and socialize. This presentation will feature a videotape of their
stories, with some comment on their history and some notes on their occupational folklore. (29)

SASSON, Diane. THE RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE OF MOTHER REBECCA JACKSON. (University of North
Carolina). In 1847, Rebecca Jackson united with the Shaker community at Watervliet, New York, becom-
ing one of the few Black women to have joined the United Society of Believers. Although she left the
Shakers after little more than four years, Jackson never became an apostate, but led a small band of
Believers, most of them Black women, in Philadelphia until her death in 1871. Jackson authored an
autobiography which details her religious experiences. This presentation will explore her use of religious
metaphor and show how she shapes religious language to express her concerns for the redemption of her
enslaved brothers and sisters. (103)

SAUL, Norman. “RUSSIANS” ON THE PRAIRIE: THE ADAPTATION OF THE UKRAINIAN MENNONITES
AND VOLGA GERMANS TO KANSAS, 1874-1884. (University of Kansas). The Germans from Russia
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travelled an immense distance from a backward, agrarian country to settle in a new and developing land,
transporting their customs and traditions. Under the impact of previously established political configura-
tions and economic institutions, they adapted very quickly to modern American-type agriculture. The
freedom and elasticity of the local environment allowed the preservation of language and social
customs. Since little force was exerted, resistance to change diminished, the modern economic and
political framework hastened the process of Americanization. (46)

SCHRAGER, Sam. SOCIAL PATTERN IN EXPERIENCE NARRATIVE. (University of Pennsylvania). Based
on narratives recorded with Idaho pioneers, the paper considers how study of oral tradition within com-
munities may deepen our understanding of how experience is stored and communicated. Whether the ex-
periences being related happened to the speaker or to someone else, they are told in ways that order
unique events as parts of larger patterns, so that the performance of narrative becomes an occasion for
describing and symbolizing aspects of the life of the group. The meaning of experiences, for both teller
and listeners, emerges through time, in interaction. (61)

SERLING, Sandi E. THE UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY OF LANE COUNTY, OREGON: A STUDY IN
FOLKLORE DYNAMICS. (University of Oregon). This project is a slide/tape presentation which il-
luminates the Ukrainian ethnic experience in Lane County, Oregon by focusing in on the folkloric
customs, traditions, folk arts, and spiritual beliefs of the community. The research method used included
interviewing, tape recording, and photographing members of the Ukrainian community over a period of
one year (1979-1980). The goal of the fieldwork was to acknowledge and record an ethnic group in
Oregon and to enlighten others to the acculturation process of an immigrant group in the United States,
particularly one which is not defined by distinct neighborhood boundaries. (53)

SHERMAN, Sharon R. TEACHING FILM AND FOLKLORE. (University of Oregon). “Film and Folklore” is a
course which teaches both folklore and folkloristics inductively through the use of film viewings and
discussions rather than by lectures about folklore genres and theories. Folklorists do use films as visual
supplements, but few use films as the focal point of a folklore course to generate inductive analytical
thinking. This paper basically will explain how “Film and Folklore” is structured, characterize the
benefits of using such a filmic approach, and provide a model whereby folklorists can devise similar
courses to suit their students’ needs. (12)

SHREVE, Gregory M. and Joan M. SHREVE. AFRICAN FOLKLORE IN THE 1980s: THE IMPACT OF TEXT
GRAMMATICS. (Kent State University and University of Pittsburgh). In the 1970s a number of African
Folklore scholars, specifically Ruth Finnegan and Dan Ben-Amos, called for a new approach to African
Folklore. The thrust of this call was the need for the theoretical unification of cognitive, expressive, struc-
tural and performance concerns. The unification of the many disparate approaches to the study of
African Folklore requires a powerful, linguistically-based tool. This paper argues that Van Dijk’s text
grammar, a new linguistic model based on the macrostructural relations between verbal utterances, has
a potential for tremendous impact on the study of African Folklore. (102)

SHULDINER, David. “LANDSMEN AND LABORERS”: CLASS AND ETHNIC IDENTITY AMONG JEWISH
TRADE UNIONISTS. (UCLA). Those Jewish immigrants who came to the U.S. at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury shared not only a common cultural identity but also a common membership in the ranks of the im-
migrant workforce. Struggling to survive in the new land, many became active in Jewish trade unions,
which served not only to maintain their ethnic identity, but their class identification as well. Interviews
with several retired Jewish trade unionists in Los Angeles reveal that this dual identification still operates
among a small but significant segment of the Jewish working class population, who still see themselves
as having roots not only in the Jewish community, but within the labor movement as well. (41)

SHULIMSON, Judith A. THE PERSONAL JOURNAL: TRANSFORMING EXPERIENCE THROUGH
WRITING. (University of Texas/Austin). The journals of three women are presented as examples of one
way in which personal experience can be transformed through the selection and manipulation of the
elements and relations of language. Because it is a private, but potentially public, mode of expression,
the journal stands in a special relationship to the Self as performer and the Self as audience. Through the
process of writing, and particularly through the use of metaphor and figurative language, new meaning is
created from experience, meaning which is then used in the resolution of conflict and the further integra-
tion of the Self. (61)

SHUMAN, Amy. RUMOURS. (University of Pennsylvania). Rumours are multiple retellings, not only in
their transmission from one teller to another, but also in their continual casting of new characters into a
familiar sequence of events. In an inner city junior high school, rumours instigate fights. False claims
may escalate into blows and stories may be told about fights which never went beyond words. The
physical fight is a minor ritual within the larger ritual exchange of words. Although rumours are not
necessarily stories, rumours foreground some of the central issues in narrative studies concerning belief,
fiction, transformation, and transmission. (1)
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SIMOS, Mark. MUSICAL HUMOR AND THE ETHNIC POLICE: CODE-SWITCHING IN REVIVAL MUSIC
CONTEXTS. This paper explores code-switching as an aspect of humorous expression in social musicmak-
ing. Revival musicians often form heterogenous musical communities where the interaction of different
musical idioms is shaped by individual and social boundaries of appropriate musical behavior. Yet in
humorous expression players may intentionally overstep these boundaries, while signalling their
awareness of them. Code-switching is present on various levels in such musical humor, which reinforces
the bonds of the musical community, while providing a potential source for innovation and new creation.
(23)

SIMS, Barbara. FOLKLORE OF THE LOUISIANA POLICEMAN. (Louisiana State University). Through their
folklore, policemen serving in various agencies in Louisiana (state police, city police departments,
sheriff’s offices, and the wildlife and fisheries agency) reveal aspects of their lives and collective
character. Anecdotes, legends, jokes, and occupational language show alternating patterns of self-
aggrandizement and anxiety. The collected lore upholds at times the traditional super-masculine self-
image of the cop—fearless, powerful, and sexy. An equal body of lore, however, depicts the policeman
as self-doubting. At times a pariah to society, he is depicted in much folklore as pursuing ridiculous and
impossible goals and being outwitted or thwarted by a hostile public. (95)

SINGER, Eliot A. IS IT A CATASTROPHE TO BREAK THROUGH INTO A PERFORMANCE? (University of
Pennsylvania). An attempt is made to reconcile the opposing views of the relationship between “perfor-
mance” and “ordinary speech” as continuous vs. discontinuous by utilizing as a model Rene Thom's
““Catastrophe Theory.” This theory shows how a sudden change in behavior can result from gradual
changes in circumstances, in this case how a “breakthrough into performance” can come about through
the accumulating intensification of performance features in “ordinary speech.” The example discussed
will be the sermonizing of the devotees in the International Soziety for Krishna Consciousness. The pro-
cess will be diagrammatically formalized. (83)

SIPORIN, Steve. IN AND OUT OF THE GHETTO: JEWISH SPACE IN VENICE. (Oregon Arts Commis-
sion/Indiana University.) My paper takes the listener/viewer on a tour of Jewish Venice using slides,
stories, and informant’s comments to demonstrate the contours of a subjective, ethnic map. This map is
not written, nor is it taught in school or in the synagogues; it is learned through oral processes. This con-
stellation of folklore locates Venetian_Jews in history and in the city and world (time and space),
validating their contribution and importance in the eye of extinction. (104)

SKILLMAN, Amy E. THE LANGUAGE OF GRAFFITI. (UCLA). Linguistic categories are an intricate part of
language and human communication. We need such categories as a frame of reference for our subject
matter. Without them it would be very difficult for people to understand each other. Yet we are constant-
ly finding exceptions and variations to these categories that often make communication difficult. A re-
cent study that | have done on the graffiti in a public women's restroom provides a good example of the
discrepancies often found between an individual’s conception of a category or phenomenon and his or
her behavior toward that category or phenomenon. This may help to shed some light on why these
discrepancies exist. It may also offer some intriguing speculations about the validity of categories as
reference points in communication and the researcher’s use of these categories. (15)

SLATER, Candace. THE VALIANT VILELA AND WIFE: AMBIGUITY VYITHIN THE BRAZILIAN
LITERATURA DE CORDEL. (University of Pennsylvania). A discussion of ambiguity within the Brazilian
stories in verse known as folhetos or literatura de cordel, highlighting the kinds of contradictions which
may be found not only within this particular tradition but in other folk and popular art forms as well. The
paper concentrates on one of many tales about backlands outlaws, The Story of the Valiant Vilela. It
shows how two radically different interpretations of the text are possible. While the first, more obvious
reading champions the concept of Christian charity, the second supports the regional honor code’s in-
sistence that might makes right. (37)

SPITZER, Nicholas R. SYMBOLIC INTERPRETATION OF A RURAL BLACK CREOLE MARDI GRAS IN
FRENCH LOUISIANA. (Louisiana Folk Arts Program). A rural Black Creole Mardi Gras in a selected
prairie community of southwest Louisiana will be described as a community-wide performance genre
that provides a particular commentary on Black Creole vs. Cajun social identity as well as on age, sex
and personality roles as they are manifest symbolically by way of: costumery and masks; clowning,
leadership and audience behavior; singing and playing music; food consumption; and temporal/spatial
relationships of the participants. This interpretive ethnography will also show how the festival both inten-
sifies and inverts for its participants such contrastive cultural categories as houselyard vs. street/club;
work vs. play; adults vs. children; male values vs. female values; and neighbors vs. strangers among
others. The overall form and content of the festival as well as its changing nature over the last six years
will also be used to discuss relationships between Cajun, Afro-American and Black Creole cultures in the
region. (59)

STAHL, Sandra K. D. and Mark B. STAHL. THE TRANSMISSION OF VALUES TO CHILDREN THROUGH
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FAMILY STORIES AND PERSONAL NARRATIVES. (Indiana University). In this report on work in progress
attention is focused on personal narratives and family stories told by parents or other older relatives and
the values these stories convey to the children who hear them. In the context of values clarification
lessons in selected secondary school classrooms, some of the values thus transmitted to students will be
abstracted from narrative texts and articulated, whenever possible, by the very students who have heard
these stories in their homes. Through the texts and questionnaires related to the stories, the researcher
will demonstrate the transmission of values through personal narratives and family stories. (76)

STANLEY, David H. VERBAL ART AND VIOLENCE IN THE WESTERN AMERICAN NOVEL. (University of
Utah). The western American novel characteristically includes numerous examples of folklore, especial-
ly folk speech, custom, and folksong. Although the stereotypical cowboy is usually portrayed as verbally
uncommunicative and isolated from others, the hero of the prototypical western novel The Virginian is a
master of verbal art, and his conflict with the villain is resolved primarily through verbal dueling in tradi-
tional forms such as the tall tale. Oral narrative in this novel is a vital enabling motif portrayed in interac-
tive context; only in later cowboy novels is verbal art replaced by violence as regional literature becomes
cultural myth. (90)

STAUB, Shalom and Chris MUSELLO. DANCE AS SOCIAL BEHAVIOR: NETWORK ANALYSIS AS A
RESEARCH TOOL. (University of Pennsylvania). This paper will discuss a two-fold venture: an attempt to
explore the uses and values of a research methodology in ethnographic fieldwork; and through its ap-
plication, an attempt to analyze and describe a given social activity. We have conducted a network
analysis of participants in a weekly folkdancing event at the University of Pennsylvania. This paper will
address issues important to folklorists and dance researchers alike, such as tracing paths of influence in

' style, techniques, and knowledge of a folkloric genre. Through network analysis, this paper will describe
the social behavior implicit in a folkloric event and its impact on performance. (105)

STEWART, Susan. ON EXAGGERATION. (Temple University). Exaggeration will be discussed in this
paper as an articulation of the crisis of the sign: the gap between signifier, signified and referent which
arises from the simultaneously abstract and material nature of language. The phenomena of miniaturiza-
tion and giganticism in visual and verbal art will be contrasted as modes of representation. The paper
concludes with a discussion of the role of exaggeration in the formation of ideological structures. (1)

STITT, ). Michael. ORALITY AND LITERACY IN ICELANDIC NARRATIVE TRADITION. (Indiana Universi-
ty). Textual variation and its implications with regard to Old Icelandic literature are considered. There
follows from this an exploration of the possible explanations for the often-noted stylistic and contextual
similarities between the medieval literature and modern oral tradition in Iceland. Finally, contextual in-
formation is considered and it is argued that the saga conduit and the oral narrative conduits were large-
ly conterminous in Iceland from the Middle Ages until the recent past. All three approaches argue that,
for Iceland, orality and literacy are not necessarily intrinsically different communicative processes. (9)

STONE, Kay F. COLLECTING ALIEN FOLKLORE: A TEACHING DEVICE. (University of Winnipeg).
Students in some of my introductory folklore classes have been assigned an experimental paper in which
they begin with a work of fantasy or science fiction and imagine themselves as collectors of alien
folklore. Because the alien society is clearly delineated and because it is removed from the students’ ex-
periences, they have usually been able to see connections between the society and its lore more clearly
than is usually the case with material more familiar to them. In addition to their “collection,” they are
asked to relate the material to its creators, and thus are able to see for themselves the connections be-
tween text and context, between esoteric and exoteric materials, and between reflections and distortions
of societal ideals. Whatever they learn from their own efforts can then be applied to their final field col-
lection from their own society. Examples of folklore from Tolkien’s Middle Earth, Ursula Le Guin’s Earth-
sea, and Frank Herbert’s Arrakis will be used as illustrative material. (12)

STRUBLE, Mitchell. CELESTIAL CYCLES AND COINCIDENCES: PRACTICAL AND MYTHICAL. (Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania). The cyclical nature of the sky is its one fundamental and unifying feature. As impor-
tant as the observation of these cycles and their eventual prediction was the recognition of coincidences
between terrestrial and celestial events. Both features had effects on the technical-economic and the
spiritual-mythical aspects in early phases of civilization, primarily through astronomer-priests. Specific
examples of the impact of astronomical events on both of these aspects in the Egyptian and Mesopota-
mian civilizations will be discussed. (81)

’ SULLIVAN 111, C. W. PREGNANCY, CHILDBIRTH, AND SUPERSTITION. (East Carolina University). The
women’s movement has encouraged women to exert increasing control over every facet of their lives, in-
cluding childbirth. Childbirth Education Associations, Lamaze Groups, and others offer classes to make

l women more aware of how the body functions in relation to the child and how the physical relationship

| influences a woman’s emotional bonding with her child. Before there were such educational groups,

superstitions about various aspects of pregnancy and childbirth were plentiful. This study explores the
existence of folk traditions, especially superstitions, among women who have participated in childbirth

education programs. (87)
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SUTTON, Brett. SPEECH, CHANT, AND SONG: MODES OF RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE IN A SOUTHERN
CHURCH. (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill). In meetings of the Black branch of the Primitive
Baptist church, language is the primary expressive medium, taking several different, and discrete, forms.
The purpose of this paper is to describe these forms, first, in terms of linguistic style and genre, and se-
cond, in terms of the nonlinguistic types of behavior which always accompany them in the church ser-
vice. These varieties of religious language, taken as a whole, reveal regular correlations between
language, meaning, movement, music, spontaneity, and the structural components of the service itself.
(103)

SUTTON-SMITH, Brian. PLAY (University of Pennsylvania). (19)

SWANSON, Catherine. MOVEMENT STRATEGIES AND ORAL-GESTURAL DISTINCTIONS IN THE
DECLARATION OF GROUP AFFILIATION. (Indiana University). Recognizing that the importance of
nonverbal behavior has gained growing support among scholars in recent decades, this paper examines
the nature of conscious repetitions of movement that are used to demonstrate group affiliation, com-
municate important cultural information, and express basic shared assumptions about a situation. By
discussing the cognitive difference between oral and gestural modes of expression and communication,
as well as the work of important scholars in the field of nonverbal behavior and original research in the
use of body movement as a statement of group membership and identity, this presentation seeks to pro-
vide an understanding of body movement expression and provocative suggestions for future folkloristic
research. (99)

SWETERLITSCH, Richard. SOPHIA’S VIEW: THE ETHNIC COMMUNITY SEEN FROM WITHIN. (Universi-
ty of Vermont). The history of the Italian community in Barre, Vermont has yet to be written, but when it
is, much of it will have to be derived from oral folk history narratives. Oral folk history, including both
personal history in the form of recollections and reflections and traditional history in the form of legends
and anecdotes will provide ample material for an ethnic history. One remarkable person who has |
achieved local recognition as an outstanding storyteller whose accounts range from Old World marchen

to local legend is eighty-eight-year-old Sophia Bielli. This paper will explore her narrative repertoire and

discuss its use and significance in documenting the history of Barre’s Italian community. (104)

SZWED, John F. FORUM: CREOLIZATION. (University of Pennsylvania). Creoles —emergent languages,
based on the convergence of diverse linguistic systems—have become the basis for rethinking some
aspects of conventional language theory within the last 20 years. We propose to discuss creolization as a
general process of cultural development with specific folkloric consequences. Examples will include
literature, samba, tango, language, calypso, parades, clothing, etc. (84)

TAAFFE, Maura ). LEGEND AND HISTORY IN COLLEGE DORMS. (Ohio State University). The bleak
future of a private, liberal arts college causes psychological tension for its students. This paper deals
with legends about ghosts rising from the historical past of a college in Columbus, Ohio. After collecting
variants from various people associated with the college, the writer examined privately published
histories of the college written by an elderly historian who still lives in the religious community which
runs the college. Oral tradition appears in the written histories; history is mirrored in the current ghost
legends. This investigation, a microcosm for the folklore-history relationship, reveals an undercurrent of
the fear of eventual oblivion. (96)

TADLOCK, Paula. VIDEOTAPE: MISSISSIPPI DELTA BLUES. (Mississippi Educational Television).
MISSISSIPPI DELTA BLUES is a “performance documentary” covering the 1979 2nd annual Mississippi
Delta Blues Festival held September 8, 1979 in Freedom Village, Mississippi. The Festival is produced
each year by Mississippi Action for Community Education, a Black community development organiza- i
tion in Greenville, Mississippi. The hour-long program presents a history and development of the blues in
performance, from the country blues to the urban tradition. Willie Dixon, legendary blues composer and
musician, ties the program together by talking about the blues and interviewing some of the performers.
The program presents performances by gospel singer, Boyd Rivers, a former bluesman, solo country
blues singers such as Clyde Maxwell, Big Joe Williams, Sam Chatmon, and Eugene Powell (AKA Sonny
Boy Nelson); a harmonica competition by Napoleon Strickland and Hammy Nixon, who also plays the
jug and kazoo. Johnny Shines and Robert Jr. Lockwood provide a musical and stylistic transition to the
evening performances of urban blues, beginning with classic blues singer Bettie Fikes, and ending with
Walter “Lefty Diz"” Williams to show new directions. The program was produced and edited by Paula

Tadlock, and directed by David Atwood. Worth W. Long was the festival director, and programmed the ’
musical performances on stage. (69)

TALBOT, George A. FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHS. (State Historical Society of Wisconsin). How have families
made and used family photographs? What was the role of the new media and its users, both amateur and (
professional, as shapers of individual, family, and community identity? What external sources for style ‘
and content influenced turn-of-the-century family and amateur photography? In connection with a
traveling exhibit planned by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, we have examined one family’s !
1
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collection of photographs, documents, albums, postcards, artifacts, and oral traditions. The collection
spans 120 years, four generations of photographers, and several branches of an extended family network.
This paper will examine the first generation of amateur photographers in detail, comparing their work to
both professional and amateur collections in the midwest. (76)

TALLY, Frances Cattermole. UPDATING THE QUESTIONNAIRE. (UCLA). The use of questionnaires to
collect folklore is not new, but is rarely used in the United States. Most folklorists emphasize the per-
sonal interview which certainly has its charm. This discussion centers on the reasons for using a question-
naire, its advantages and disadvantages, the problems of design and distribution and last, but'not least,
the form of the replies and the results. (42)

TAYLOR, Carol. “BLESS THAT WONDERFUL NAME"”: THE OCCASION FOR RHETORIC. (Ohio State
University). An important characteristic of the Pentecostal believer is his ability to give a spontaneous ex-
pression of his faith in Christ and determination to “press forward” to the celestial city. Through his
testimony, the believer is ““giving the devil a black eye,” or overcoming the wiles of Satan. This study ex-
amines “the rhetorical situation” of the testimony ritual within the Black Pentecostal worship service,
the relationship of the audience and rhetor, the testimony’s historical perspective, pragmatic value, and
rhetorical structure. (103)

TAYLOR, Kathryn. CULTURAL CONTINUITY AND DOLL PLAY. (University of Texas). This study deals
with Mrs. E. Lester Kidd’s creation and use of china head dolls considering: 1) dolls as human images, 2)
the effects of change in doll technology, and 3) dolls as a medium of play. My data show that adults use
dolls as symbolic vehicles through which they can express the continuity between the past and the pres-
ent. When Mrs. Kidd makes china head dolls to sell she is creating a link between human values of the
past and the present and communicating this continuity to others. (35)

TESKE, Robert T. GREEK IMMIGRATION TO NASHVILLE,sTENNESSEE: AN ORAL HISTORY. (NEA Folk
Arts Program). Based on field research conducted in the Nashville Greek community during the summer
of 1979, this paper will present a detailed discussion of early Greek immigration to this atypical area of
Greek settlement. The discussion will include the usual questions relating to immigration itself and a
consideration of the nature of Greek community life in Nashville during the earliest period of settlement.
Life histories and personal experience narratives will be used to illustrate the ways in which early Greek
settlers coped with problems of language acquisition, employment, religious and social life. (78)

THEOPHANO, Janet. FOOD AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN AN ITALIAN-AMERICAN SETTING. (University
of Pennsylvania). Two distinctively different Italian-American communities in the Philadelphia area will
be examined: Ambler and South Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The particular histories of each community
will be described to show the impact of locale on the development of a shared food pattern. Though the
system has undergone change, the transformation occurred within the constraints of the structure of the
system. In this way new forms and new content have been incorporated. A comparison of two weddings
will be used to illuminate the continuities and changes in the food system. (104)

THIGPEN, Ken, and Betsy BOWDEN. LEVI-STRAUSS IN PENNSYLVANIA. (Penn State University). The
Green Man of Pittsburgh, in most accounts collected, began as a telephone lineman who one day
grabbed the wrong wire and woke up on the roadside, green and distorted and monstrous. He took on the
color of nature, thus, when “overcooked” by too much culture, by technology out of control. Green
humans appear also in other contexts suggesting overculturation, such as flying saucers, Three Mile
Island, and the fourteenth-century “Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.” (18)

THILL, Richard S. FORUM: CURRENT TECHNIQUES AND PROBLEMS IN ARCHIVING. (UNO Folklore
Archive). The forum will address topics drawn from the correspondence of the AFS Archiving Section,
comments in the Section Newsletter, issues raised by the participants, and questions posed by funding
agency personnel. Speakers will introduce selected subjects of archival concern. Respondents will com-
ment upon those presentations. Audience participants may react to the issues already raised or introduce
new ones. As time allows, the topics most likely to be addressed include: accessioning, archival develop-
ment, automatic storage and retrieval techniques, backlogs, confidentiality, cooperation, cross-indexing,
ethics, exchanges with other archives, funding, genre, holding lists, key words and phrases, legal
safeguards, lost materials, manual storage and retrieval technigques, methodology, personnel, preserva-
tion of materials, professionalism, regional concerns, scholarly research, and security. (77)

THOMAS, Gerald. FOLKLORE AND POST-CATACLYSMIC SCIENCE FICTION, WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO THE WORKS OF EDGAR PANGBORN. (Memorial University of Newfoundland). Critics
have identified over a dozen major themes in modern science fiction. After briefly enumerating these
themes, the paper will focus on one: “cataclysm.” In such narratives, the focus is on how people live dur-
ing or after a cataclysm or (nuclear) holocaust. After surveying classic works on this theme, attention will
be focused on the work of Edgar Pangborn (1909-77). While not limiting himself to this theme,
Pangborn’s chief creations (including the novel Davy [1964] and related short stories) imagine life in the
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centuries following a man-made cataclysm. In Davy, especially, Pangborn used a wide variety of folklore
patterns. Folklore functions in this book by offering readers recognizable types of behavior and local col-
or. (4)

THORSEN-COLLINS, Karen. COLOR TERMS IN BRITISH FOLK TALES AND LEGENDS: A COMPUTER-
IZED ANALYSIS OF THEIR GRAMMATICAL FUNCTIONS AND SYMBOLIC ATTRIBUTIONS. The prob-
lem of this study was to 1) define the grammar of color terms, and 2) identify color meaning through
descriptive associations in order to reveal symbolic and generic markers in a corpus of British folk nar-
ratives. A computerized statistical analysis was based on 2607 color term citations extracted from 722
color narrative differences between tale and legend in their respective color-grammars, use of particular
color hues, nouns emphasized by color imagery, and behavioral, descriptive, and symbolic attributes
associated with color imagery. (40) ’

TITON, Jeff Todd. PRAYER: NATIVE VIEWPOINTS AND ORAL THEORY. (Tufts University). In American
folk Baptist and Pentecostal churches, the language of prayer is extempore, rapid, often chanted, and
highly repetitive. According to the worshipers, prayer is the direct expression of the indwelling Holy
Spirit, for which the praying Christian is simply the mouthpiece. Probably the praying folk Christian com-
poses his prayers at the moment of performance by an associative process of variation, which involves
concatenation of preformed, memorized word groups into larger word groups which, taken together,
constitute the complete utterance. (103)

TUCKER, Elizabeth. NETWORKS OF COMMUNICATION IN CONTEMPORARY WITCHCRAFT. (SUNY-
Binghamton). Worship of the Mother Goddess, the Horned One, and the powers of “magick” has been
largely an underground phenomenon in the United States for the past two decades. Very recently,
however, an overt process of ““networking” has begun to draw established covens and potential initiates
together. Newspapers, circulars, and correspondence courses are widening the scope previously limited
by the need for complete secrecy. Nevertheless, secrecy is still valued among coven members in the
small city of Binghamton, New York, and oral transmission remains their primary mode of communica-
tion. (16)

TURNER, Kay F. DONA DICHOS: THE BIOGRAPHICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF VERBAL ARTISTRY.
(University of Texas, Austin). My paper explores the use of biography, including life facts and self-
interpretation, as a primary source for understanding a folk artist’s particular application and creative
elaboration of a traditional Méxican-American verbal arts form, the dicho. We see how Dofa Chole’s
biography, steeped in dualism and a desire to positively reckon with opposition, provides a perfect
matrix for the emergence of competence in the art of making dichos. Dichos are formally grammatically
designed to communicate a sense of dualism and its resolution. In Dofia Chole’s dichos, parallelism, an-
tithesis, and balance are the structural paradigms which allow her to strategically elaborate syntagmatic
alternatives, the goal of which is the union of opposites. (85)

VLACH, John Michael. “I LIKE DOING MY OWN WORK"”: PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE IN A TRADI-
TIONAL ART FORM. (University of Texas). Philip Simmons of Charleston, S.C. is a contemporary
blacksmith and ornamental ironworker. He preserves and perpetuates an old trade passed on to him by
four generations of ancestors and his genre has been the main civic emblem of identity in his community
since the early 1700s. Within this universe of time-honored tradition we can find another universe of
meaning, the viewpoint in the mind of the maker. The search for social patterns tends to obscure the vital
processes which necessarily must occur first in the artist’s mind before they can become public expres-
sions. Through Simmons’ commentary about his life and work we gain insight into the first order of
culture and tradition. (85)

WACHS, Eleanor. “WRITING IN BLOOD”: THE USES OF FOLKLORE IN THE WRITINGS OF ANZIA
YEZIERSKA. (Brown University). The Bread Givers (1925) and “The Fat of the Land” (1920) by Anzia
Yezierska describes the conflict of personal and ethnic identity in the lives of Jewish immigrant women
of New York’s Lower East Side. As a master of the immigrant saga in the fictive mode, Yezierska, literary
realist of the 1920s and 30s, has recently been resurrected as an early voice of feminist thinking.
Although her writings have often been viewed as social literary history, little attention has been given to
her use of cultural character archetypes, ethnic value systems and codes and women’s folklore in order
to claim that selfhood can be achieved by rejecting such codes and symbols. Using this-as a main theme
in her writing, Yezierska discusses this (contemporary) conflict powerfully and clearly and as one critic
stated, she “writes in blood” about it. (82)

WALDECK, Rose Ann. A WRITER’S PARADOX: LIES THAT NEED BE. (Wayne State University). A discus-
sion of some of the problems in labeling a work “fiction.” The focus of attention will be on Ann Cor-
nelisen’s books: Torregreca (1969); Vendetta of Silence (1971); and, Women of the Shadows (1976). Ann
Cornelisen’s assessments of “social discourse” are not only belletristic but ethnographic as well. It is her
bridge between the two styles of writing that is of interest for “not all Cretans are liars.” By exploring the
paradoxes of literature and ethnography, communicational relationships between author and reader,
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and the conventions of presenting the truth and lying, an explanation for the need to label truth as un-
truth will emerge. (104)

WALDEN, Eleanor. POLITICAL FOLKLORE OF THE WOBBLIES AS SEEN THROUGH THE EPISODE OF
THE “CENTRALIA MASSACRE". (University of California, Berkeley). The American radical labor move-
ment, expressed by the Industrial Workers of the World, accepted the Marxist thesis that the working
class constitutes a basis for an international cultural identity which is separate from mainstream culture.
A distinguishing feature of the |. W.W. was its multi-ethnic composition; but ethnic traditions, in the con-
text of the class struggle, were of less importance than the political culture necessitated by working class
consciousness. Wobbly folklore grew as a response to the social, economic, and political conditions of
mainstream society. This presentation, with slides, focuses on the events of the tragedy involving the
L.W.W. and the American Legion in Centralia, Washington, on Armistice Day, Nov. 11, 1919. The historic
moment provides a setting where the clash of cultures can be dramatically illustrated. Wobbly songs,
poetry, rhetoric, and poster art will be used to demonstrate this contrast. (48)

WARD, Barry ). ITALIAN-AMERICAN FOLK POETRY INTHE INDUSTRALIZED SOUTH. (West Virginia
University). West Virginia, a state usually thought of as epitomizing Appalachian culture, has within its
borders a numerically significant and culturally active population of Italian heritage. Mountain ghetto
neighborhoods in the state’s mining centers have served both as repositories and hot houses for three
types of traditional poetry. The poetry reveals West Virginia Italian-Americans’ perception of the past,
their role in the present, and their aspirations for the future. The paper examines the nature of evidence
which lies behind our cultural and aesthetic judgments. (104)

WEBB, Hilda Eggleston. ARE FAIRY TALES HAZARDOUS TO YOUR CHILD’S HEALTH? A SHORT
HISTORY OF A LONG DEBATE. While Grimms' tales were not intended for an audience of children,
there can be no doubt that children everywhere have delighted in them, almost without exception.
Amongst adults, however, the matter has hardly been so clear-cut. Over the years, beginning even before
the appearance of the Grimms’ collection, the pendulum of opinion concerning the suitability of fairy
tales for young children has swung from one extreme to the other. At the present time, as a result of cer-
tain influences, we appear to be entering a period in which children will again be allowed to enjoy the
traditional tales, and very likely in a form nearer to the original. (94)

WELSCH, Roger L. FORUM: THE BUCK STARTS HERE: FUNDING PRIORITIES, POLICIES, AND PRO-
JECTS OF GRANTING AGENCIES. (University of Nebraska). A forum to discuss the role of public agen-
cies and private foundations in the funding of folklore projects, with some attempt at defining such pro-
jects with the aim of coordinating folklore funding on a national level. Members of private foundations
and public granting agencies (especially the NEA) will discuss current funding priorities and solicit
recommendations and complaints. The discussion will range from specific regarding guidelines and ap-
plication forms to the general mood of the current panel of the NEA. (57)

WELSCH, Roger L. THE FOLK AESTHETIC: A PLAINS PERSPECTIVE. (University of Nebraska, Lincoln).
“Folk art” is generally defined in terms of New England, Appalachian, Southern, or Pennsylvania
phenomena. The historical, geographical circumstances of Plains settlement however have generated
some surpriging forms which, while not usually considered folk art, are nonetheless broad, cultural,
aesthetic expressions. This paper will survey scholars’ and poets’ assessment of the Plains aesthetic and
some examples of that aesthetic. (80)

WESTCOTT, Denise. RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES IN HAITL. (Indiana University). There is much to be
done towards the understanding and documentation of the folklore of Haiti. Based on fieldwork this
paper will explore the research opportunities available in folk narrative, material culture, riddling, pro-
verbs, folk art and festivals in both urban and rural areas of Haiti. Language requirements, health,
transportation, cost of living and the receptivity of the people and the government will also be discussed.

(72)

WILLIAMS, John R. APPALACHIAN ENGLISH AND ETHNICITY. (Indiana University). Utilizing the work
of Alan Dundes and Roger Abrahams in analyzing stereotype and the work of William Labov in consider-
ing differences within and between speech communities in the city, | propose to present a detailed
analysis of the “hillbilly” language stereotype and its effects on the ethnic identity of Appalachian
migrants in Cincinnati, Ohio. The study points out that there is an emerging struggle for recognition of
Appalachians as a distinct and valuable ethnic group and that Appalachian ethnicity is a social class
phenomenon in Cincinnati, asserted by the upper classes and denied by the lower. Jansen’s esoteric-
exoteric factor plays a key part in the theoretical analysis of the data as does Mukarovsky’s idea of
foregrounding and Barth’s theory of ethnicity. (17)

WILLIAMSON, Ray A. THE RITUAL BASIS OF PUEBLO ASTRONOMY. (Office of Technology Assess-

ment—U.S. Congress). How is astronomy reflected in prehistoric Pueblo ritual and how, in turn, did ritual
practice affect prehistoric astronomical knowledge? The form and structure of Casa Rinconada, an 11th-
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