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C Score. All instruments sound as written:

The clef for piccolo and xylophone indicates sounding one octave higher.
The clef for glockenspiel and crotales indicates sounding two octaves higher.
The clef for electric bass guitar and double bass indicates sounding one octave lower.

Instrumentation:

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet in B-flat
Bass Clarinet
Alto Saxophone
Bassoon

Horn in F
Trumpet in B-flat
Trombone

Tuba

Percussion 1 (4 timpani, ratchet, tambourine)
Percussion 2 (drum set, crotales, bucket of water)
Percussion 3 (xylophone, vibraphone)

Electric Bass Guitar

Harp
Piano/Celesta

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola

Cello
Double Bass

Vi



Performance Notes:

General — accidentals carry through the measure and apply only to the octave in which they appear.
M. 123 — open hi-hat should be played more as a sizzle than wide open.

M. 199 — ideally, all movement within the ensemble ceases at this moment to enhance the effect.

M. 219 — percussionist drops an object into a bucket of water to produce a loud “plop” sound. Use
whatever object creates the loudest effect.

M. 225 — timpanist strikes the drum and moves the pedal back and forth to create the glissando.
Approximate the outer pitches.

M. 236 — swing all eighths from here to the end.

M. 401-402 — glissando down to lowest note in the strings, harp, and piano.

Drum Set Key:

im click im shot lock v
‘ i } rim clic rim sho bloc ;3\ X x x ?6 ‘# F
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Program Notes:

I've always been fascinated with music that inspires movement. Even if it’s just a simple bobbing of the head, that
connection to the listener is special. With it comes the opportunity to facilitate the audience’s physical patticipation
in the musical experience — something that Dance Dance Circumvolution hopes to achieve.

The title of this piece is both a tongue-in-cheek reference to Konami’s similatly titled video game and a desctiption
of one of the piece’s guiding principles. Circumvolution refers to a winding movement, especially of one item
around another. In my opening sketches of the piece, I became fascinated by this idea and set out to create a
musical representation.

Dance Dance Circummvolution consists of 6 continuous movements. Movements 1, 3, and 6 build momentum and
culminate with a ratchet crescendo in the percussion that signals an immediate unraveling. This deconstruction
(much like a rubber band snapping after wrapping around something too many times) leads into movements 2, 4,
and 5, which explote slower tempos, colot, and ambience.

The first movement, Hop, is exactly what it sounds like. Beginning with a soft string pizzicato, the music gradually
engages the full ensemble before ascending at an unsustainable pace, leading to the second movement.

As your Hops grew in intensity, your feet eventually left the ground completely, leaving you floating through the
sky — the power to Defy Gravity. As the snap at the end of the first movement obliterates the consistent beat, the
low end of the ensemble fades out and leaves behind a soft twinkling of piano, celesta, harp, and xylophone.
Almost imperceptibly, a clarinet theme rises out of the texture, briefly quotes a popular film score (bonus points if
you catch itl) and is joined by other instruments to create a rich musical backdrop with falling melodic lines that
phase in and out.

A gradual acceleration takes us smoothly into the third movement, Cut a Rug. The music begins with a thin texture
of only percussion and bass guitar before expanding outward to include additional thematic material. Occasionally,
the mid-range disappears to reveal a soaring high register melody accompanied by a progression of low bass notes.
However, the groove cannot be denied, and the full ensemble returns again to build into the fourth movement.

Movement 4 assumes a literal interpretation of Cut a Rug, and now the music takes on an angry hue as you Trip
Over the Rug You Just Ruined. You briefly try to catch yourself before realizing the hopelessness of the situation.
The ground rises up to meet you, and as your head hits the ground, everything winks out of existence except for an
unwavering violin pitch, symbolizing a ringing of the ears. Small intefjections from the rest of the ensemble
embellish the violin drone until, like a splash of cold water, clarity returns, and you decide to get up and move
around.

However, your head is still spinning from the fall, so you Stand Up and Sway. This short fifth movement includes
awkward, uneven rhythmic patterns that gradually come into focus with a sense of determination from the
ensemble.

You have returned unscathed from your accident with the rug and are now ready to celebrate with a Romp! This
movement begins in a nod to Snarky Puppy’s thythmic combinations by drawing attention to a funky bass line in
the rhythm section and then layering a smooth melody on top. After a moment of confusion, the groove restarts,
develops, is cut short again, and then builds to the final section of the piece. In this section, a lively melody
permeates the texture and, as before, continues to gain momentum through dynamic increases and utilization of all
instrumentalists. After a quick charge of intensity, we snap back to reality, and all sound fades away before a final,
short statement of a theme split across most of the ensemble.
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V. Stand Up and Sway
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