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Nominating Committee Seeks Candidates

The American Folklore Society Nominating Committee invites and encourages members to
submit the names of individuals to be considered as candidates for the AFS Executive Board and
Nominating Committee in the 2005 AFS election. Terms for the three seats on the Executive Board
and one seat on the Nominating Committee that are open each year run for three years (2006-
2008). The senior member of the Nominating Committee will serve as chair during the last year of
her/his term.

Any member of the Society may suggest any other member for nomination. In selecting its
initial slate of candidates, the Nominating Committee considers (1) candidates' awareness of the
issues facing the Society at the present; (2) their expressions of willingness to work with the
President, the Executive Board, the Executive Director, and the membership in formulating sound
policies and programs to guide the Society in the coming years; and (3) a slate that is balanced with
regard to the candidates' geographical distribution, present employment, ethnicity, race, and gender.

This year's Nominating Committee is Lisa Higgins (chair), Sabina Magliocco, Amy
Kitchener, and AFS Executive Board representative John Dorst. To suggest the names of potential
candidates, or for more information, contact Higgins at the Missouri Folk Arts Program, 157
McReynolds Hall, University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 65211, 573/882-6296, ot
higginsll@missouri.edu. The deadline for suggestions is May 7, 2005.

The Committee will announce its initial slate of nominees in the August 2005 AFS News,
after which members will have the opportunity to add names to that slate by petition. Candidates
will appear in a Candidates' Forum as part of the business meeting at the annual meeting in Atlanta.
The Forum will include brief candidates' statements and opportunities for questions from the
membership. Balloting by mail will take place after the 2005 annual meeting and will be completed
by the end of the calendar year.

AFS, Smithsonian Folkways Now Offering AFS Member Discounts

The Society has negotiated an agreement with Smithsonian Folkways Recordings through
which Society members may use a special code to receive a 20% discount on their purchases from
the extensive SI Folkways collection of excellent folk and traditional music and spoken word
recordings. To receive the discount, you must place your order by phone (discounts for online
purchases will be available soon) and use a special AFS member discount code, available in the
members-only area of the AFS web site.

For information on how to use this benefit, please go to the main membership page on the
AFS web site (www.afsnet.org/membership/membership.cfm) and click on the "Smithsonian
Folkways Recordings" link on the list of member benefits.
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Eighth Biennial EASA Conference, Vienna,
Austria
Olga Ndjera-Ramirez

This past fall, with the support of the AFS
International Travel Stipend, I attended the eighth
biennial conference of the European Association of
Social Anthropologists (EASA) held in Vienna, Austria
September 8- 14, 2004. The theme for the meeting was
Face to Face: Connecting Distance and Proximity and
participants were invited to address one of three focal
perspectives: Presence and the Visual, Ethnography: The
Costs of Success, or Metaphors of Ethnographic
Practice.

I first heard about this conference from a
colleague who forwarded a call for papers for a dance
workshop. Interested parties were instructed to send an
abstract via email of their paper to the workshop
conveners. Within a few weeks, I received a positive
response to my submission. Although I was excited by
the prospect of meeting a whole new network of dance
scholars, I decided to consult with a senior colleague in
my department who was organizing a workshop for the
conference. He encouraged me to attend and assured
me it was going to be an intimate and friendly ambiance.

He was right! From the very beginning, I
received prompt responses to the inquiries I sent via
email regarding lodging, registration, and other related
concerns. Furthermore, the conference hosts were
extremely friendly and helpful. They seemed to have
everything under control. Each participant received a
backpack with a book of abstracts, a conference
schedule, and a list of recommended eating
establishments. I was pleased to find that the book of
abstracts included an email address for each presenter.

With approximately 900 registered participants,
the conference was relatively small. The conference
featured one keynote speech, two roundtables, three
plenaries, and seventy-six workshops. Most workshops
consisted of eight to ten papers so each workshop
typically extended over the course of two days.
Although participants came from numerous countries,
including Greece, Spain, Sweden, Australia, Ireland and
Mexico, the papers were presented in English.

There were several aspects that greatly enhanced
the opportunities for professional networking. I
especially enjoyed the fact that the conference organizers
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scheduled two thirty-minute breaks per day and offered complimentary tea, coffee, water and
pastries! Since lunch was included in our registration fees, the cafeteria became another site to meet
other participants. By far the most delightful experience was the Town Hall Reception sponsored
by the mayor. This was a truly elegant affair with jazz musicians playing in the most exquisite hall.
Food, wine and conversation flowed freely and everyone seemed to enjoy the event.

Last but not least, the intellectual quality of the conference was first-rate. After our
workshop, the panelists met to discuss the possibility of publishing our papers and also to discuss
other opportunities for exchanging our work. My participation in this conference was certainly very
worthwhile and I would encourage others to participate in the future. For more information about
the European Association of Social Anthropology, see their website (www.easaonline.org). Many
thanks to the AFS Committee on International Issues for allowing me the unique opportunity of
participating in such an extraordinary meeting!

Folklorists Achieve Recognition

Simon Bronner of the American Studies Program and director of the Center for
Pennsylvania Culture Studies at the Pennsylvania State University has been awarded the Walt
Whitman Distinguished Chair in American Culture at the University of Leiden in the Netherlands
for fall 2005 by the Fulbright Program.

Richard MacKinnon of the University College of Cape Breton in Canada has been named
the recipient of a prestigious Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Sandy Rikoon of the Department of Rural Sociology and director of the Community Food
Systems and Sustainable Agriculture Program at the University of Missouri has been named an Aldo
Leopold Leadership Fellow for 2005 and 2006. The program, operated from Stanford University,
trains academic environmental scientists to communicate effectively to non-scientists. Each fellow
will receive intensive training on communicating environmental science to policymakers, the media,
business leaders and the public.

The International Society for Oral Literature in Africa

The International Society for Oral Literature in Africa ISOLA) is an association of scholars
from all over the world who are interested in exploring the rich oral traditions of Africa from as
many disciplinary perspectives as possible. For instance, some of us try to observe the texts in
performance so as to understand the skills with which performers of oral literature do their job and
the influence of performance conditions—the nature and attitudes of the audience, the quality of
music accompanying the performer, etc—on the performers’ act and on the resulting text. Others
are interested in issues of history, social and political organization, gender relations, inter-group
conflict, language, intersections of orality and literacy, identity and power, and the place of oral
traditions in present-day concerns like HIV/AIDS, war, and governance.

The international character of ISOLA is demonstrated not only by the national diversity of
its membership but also by the distribution of the sites of our conferences. Our meetings have been
held in London, UK (1991), Legon, Ghana (1995), Cape Town, South Africa (1998), Chambery,
France (2002), and Banjul, Gambia (2004). Our sixth conference will take place in St Augustine,
Trinidad and Tobago (20006). We also have plans to meet in Japan and in an Indian Ocean country.

(131

We identify with the initiatives of UNESCO towards the preservation of the world’s “intangible
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heritage,” and are in the process of establishing a stable cooperative relationship with the
organization. Our main languages of discussion and communication are English and French.

Membership in ISOLA is based on the payment of annual dues according to the following
tariff: Teachers in Africa and the Caribbean: US$10 or Euro equivalent. Teachers everywhere else:
US$30 or Euro equivalent. Graduate students in Africa and the Caribbean: US$5 or Euro equivalent.
Graduate students everywhere else: US$10 or Euro equivalent. Those who are interested in
becoming members of ISOLA should send their payments to Dr. Isidore Okpewho, President of
ISOLA, Department of Africana Studies, Binghamton University (SUNY), Binghamton, NY 13902-
6000 USA. Payment may be made by personalized check (USA) or certified bank check. Those who
wish to pay by credit card should request a credit card deposit form from Dr. Okpewho, whose e-
mail address is iokpewho@binghamton.edu.

Further information about ISOLA (including the society’s Constitution) will be found on its
website: http://isola.binghamton.edu. A Call for Papers as well as tariff of registration fees for the
2006 conference in St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago will be posted on the website eatly in April
2005.

Isidore Okpewho
President, ISOLLA

AFS Women’s Section Announces Elli Kongds-Maranda Prize Recipients

The Prize Committee of the Women’s Section of the American Folklore Society has
awarded its annual Elli Kéngis-Maranda Non-Student/Professional Prize to Listening for a Life: A
Dialogic Ethnography of Bessie Eldreth Through Her Songs and Stories by Patricia Sawin (Utah State
University Press 2004). Sawin’s extraordinary work explores the process of ethnographic fieldwork
with (and about) Bessie Eldreth, a singer and storyteller from the mountains of North Carolina.
Over a period of fifteen years, Sawin examines Bessie Eldreth’s complex performances while
grappling with how to portray and understand her as an ethnographic subject.

Elli Kongis-Maranda (EKM) was a folklorist best known for her ethnographic fieldwork
research among the Lau, a Melanesian group in Malaita in the Solomon Islands, and for her
structural analysis of riddles and other oral traditional forms through the 1970s and 1980s.

The EKM Non-Student/Professional Prize is awarded annually for outstanding work on
women’s traditional, vernacular, or local culture and/or for work on feminist theory and folklore.
The award goes to the producer or author of an exemplary product (publication, film, video, exhibit,
exhibit catalogue, recording, etc.) that can inspire further work in the field of women’s folklore. It
carries a $250 honorarium and was announced at AFS’s 2004 Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City.

Special Recognition for the EKM Non-Student/Professional Prize was awatrded to Esther
Martinez for her book My Life in San Pueblo: Stories of Esther Martinez, edited by Sue-Ellen Jacobs and
Josephine Binford with M. Ellien Carroll, Henrietta M. Smith, and Tilar Mazzeo (University of
Hlinois Press 2004). Honorable Mention for the EKM Non-Student/Professional Prize was
awarded to Kim Gutschow for her book Bezng a Buddhist Nun: The Struggle for Enlightenment in the
Himalayas (Harvard University Press 2004).

The EKM Student Prize recognizes the best undergraduate or graduate student paper or
production on women's traditional vernacular culture and/or on feminist theory and folklore.
Papers may be submitted whether or not they have been published. Judges for this year’s EKM
contest included Jackie McGrath, Assistant Professor of English at the College of DuPage in Glen
Ellyn, Illinois; Kay Turner, Brooklyn Arts Council, and Meg Brady, Professor of Folklore at the
University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah.

American Folklore Society News 34:2 4 April 2005



The EKM Student Prize was awarded to Régine I. Joseph (New York University) for her
essay titled “The Rogue and the (M)ederast: Ethos of Desire and Transgression in “The Old Beggar-
Woman.” Honorable mentions for the EKM Student Prize were awarded to Kristin M. Harris
(Memorial University of Newfoundland) for ““You Just Nod And Pin And Sew And Let Them Do
Their Thing’s An Analysis Of The Wedding Dress as an Artifact and Signifier,” to Lynne S. McNeill
for “Crazy Cat Ladies and Kitten-Killing Men: Gender Issues in Feline-Focused Narratives,” and to
Jennifer Sweeney (California State University Northridge) for "Gender and Changing Identities:
Women and the Barbadian Rum Shop."

For more information about the winners of these 2004 prizes, contact Jackie McGrath,
College of DuPage, 425 Fawell Drive, Glen Ellyn, IL. 60137; e-mail mcgrathj@cdnet.cod.edu; phone
630/942-2709. The new prize judges for 2005 include Patricia Sawin (University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill), Linda Lee (University of Pennsylvania), and Carolyn Ware (Louisiana State University).

New Edition of Aarne-Thompson Completed and Available

The Types of International Folktales. A Classification and Bibliography, Based on the System of Antti Aarne and
Stith Thompson. By Hans-Jorg Uther. Editorial Staff: Sabine Dinslage, Sigrid Fahrmann, Christine
Goldberg, and Gudrun Schwibbe. 1: Animal Tales, Tales of Magic, Religious Tales, and Realistic
Tales, with an Introduction; 2: Tales of the Stupid Ogre, Anecdotes and Jokes, and Formula Tales; 3:
Appendices. (FF Communications 284/285/286). Helsinki: Suomalainen Tiedeakatemia 2004. 619
p., 536 p., 285 p. 99,- Euro (hard bound), 90,- Euro (soft). ISBN 951-41-0956-2, 951-41-0962-7,
951-41-0964-3.

This revised catalog of international tale types (ATU) based on the system of
Aarne/Thompson constitutes a fundamentally new edition with extensive additions and innovations.
The descriptions of the tale types have been completely rewritten and made more precise. The
essential research cited for each type includes extensive documentation of its international
distribution as well as monographic works or articles on that type. More than two hundred and fifty
new types have been added. Types with a very limited distribution have been omitted. A detailed
subject index includes the most important subjects, actions, and other motifs, including actors and
settings.

This catalog is a bibliographic tool that guides its users through the corpus of published
traditional narratives of different ethnic groups and time periods, with a description of each type
followed by references to catalogs, texts, and published research. Each “tale type” in all the
traditional genres (fables, animal tales, religious legends, ordinary folktales, jests, and cumulative
tales) must be understood to be flexible. It is not a constant unit of measure or a way to refer to
lifeless material from the past. Instead it is adaptable, and can be integrated into new thematic
compositions and media. The background for this model of narrative alteration and innovation is
evident in a change of paradigm that took place in recent decades in historical-comparative folktale
research, a change that has necessarily affected the nature of this new catalog. The catalog permits
international tale types to be located quickly, thus providing a historical-comparative orientation
toward folktale research for scholars in all disciplines that touch on popular narrative traditions.

The author of the new catalog is Hans-J6rg Uther, Professor of German Literature at the
University Duisburg-Essen, a senior member of the editorial staff of the Engyklopddie des Mdrchens,
Gottingen, and the former editor of the series Die Mdrchen der Weltliteratur. He is a prominent scholar
in the area of traditions and folk literature with a special interest in historical and comparative
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studies. He has edited over fifty books on folktales and legends, among them critical editions of the
Brothers Grimm (1996, 2004), Wilhelm Hauff (1999), and Ludwig Bechstein (1998), and published
numerous articles in German, English, and other languages.

Western Folklore Seeks Submissions

Western Folklore, the academic journal of the California Folklore Society, is soliciting
submissions for a special issue of the journal that will be centered on the expressive culture of the
African Diaspora and Caribbean Religious Culture. Work that deals with the nature of spirit
possession, aesthetic expressions of self and society, and the negotiation of gender and sexuality is
especially welcome. The submission deadline is Auxgust 1, 2005.

Please send submissions as attachments in Microsoft Word to Solimar Otero, Special Issue
Editor, e-mail solimat(@u.washington.edu; or Sabina Magliocco, e-mail sabina.maglioco@csun.edu,
ot in hard copy to Sabina Magliocco, Editor, Western Folklore, Department of Anthropology,
California State University, Northridge; 18111 Nordhoff Street, Northridge, CA 91330-8244.
Submissions should conform to the Social Sciences format, Chicago Manual of Style, 15th Edition.

Meeting News

The 2005 Delta Blues Symposinm will take place on the campus of Arkansas State University in
Jonesboro on April 7-9. The program is free and open to the public.

The "Delta Blues Symposium XI: Imagining the Delta" will feature scholars and students of
the humanities and social sciences--especially anthropology, art history, economics, folklore studies,
geography, history, literature, musicology, sociology, and political science. Presenters and guest
speakers will examine ways in which the seven-state Mississippi River Delta has been imagined in
mass media, history, and various forms of expressive culture. For a preliminary schedule of events,
go to: www.clt.astate.edu/blues/dbsprogt.htm.

The 2005 Qualia: Festival of Gay Folklife will take place on the campus of the Ohio State
University in Columbus on April 15-17. Qualia is an organization for the promotion and celebration
of LGBT folklife. Founded in 2002, Qualia’s mission is to educate people about LGBT culture
through scholarship, entertainment, and celebration.

On April 15, the weekend will begin with the showing of No Secrets Anymore, a documentary
about Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon, leaders in the early lesbian movement who have been together
for 50+ years. The director, Joan Biren, will be here to present on her documentary. We will also
bring in Kathryn Xian, founder of Hawaii's Gitlfest (dedicated to reducing violence against young
women) and director of Ke Kulana He Mahu: Remembering a Sense of Place, a documentary on
transgender hula dancers. In addition to the documentary, we are working on bringing in 4
transgender hula dancers (please do not confuse them with drag queens!) from Honolulu. We will
wind up Friday with a performance by Katie Rider, a popular women’s music performer.

On Saturday, April 16, Parvez Sharma, director of the upcoming documentary on gay
Muslims called 1 the Name of Allah, will present on his work. GIFT, a local transgender group in
Columbus, will speak about transgender views on spirituality. Tanya Erzen, a recent addition to the
OSU Comparative Studies faculty, will present on the ex-gay movement. On Sunday, April 17, Eric

American Folklore Society News 34:2 6 April 2005



Lovett, a phenomenal Born Again Christian singer who recently came out, will sing as part of our
LGBT interfaith service. Q&A sessions and presentations will be held afterward.
For more information contact coordinators Mick Weems (mickeyweems(@yahoo.com) or

Kevin Mason (kmason26(@yahoo.com).

The (UK) Folklore Society has announces a two-day international conference on Charwzs,
Charmers and Charming, to be held at the Warburg Institute on Woburn Square in London, England,
on September 23-24, 2005. Papers are sought on any topic relating to verbal charms (segen,
incantations, loitsut, zagovory, trylleformler, scongiuri, etc.), and especially on the following:
charmers’ books and charmers’ repertoires, the transmission and memorization of charms,
international charm parallels, variation in charm texts and its motivation, the performance details of
charming, charms as an expression of vernacular Christianity, the “life history” of particular charm-
types, and (re)assessments of the classics of charms scholarship.

The conference follows on from a joint Warburg/Folklore Society event in January 2003,
the proceedings of which were published by Palgrave as Charms and Charming in Europe (2004). As
with that event, it is intended that a selection of the papers will be published in book form.
Presentations should be 20-25 minutes in length. While the working language of the conference
language will be English, there are no geographical limitations on the subject matter of the papers.
There is no conference fee for speakers, but potential speakers are advised that they are responsible
for their own travel and accommodation costs.

Please send proposals, consisting of a title and a paragraph-length abstract, to Jonathan
Roper by e-mail to j.roper@shef.ac.uk; or by post to Jonathan Roper, NATCECT, 9 Shearwood
Road, University of Sheffield, Sheffield S10 2TN, England. The closing date for proposals is .Apri/
30th, 2005.

The International Society for Oral Literature in Africa ISOLA) announces its 6
conference, Oral Literature and Identity Formation in Africa and the Diaspora, scheduled for July 20-23,
2000, at the University of the West Indies, St Augustine, Trinidad & Tobago. Participants are
invited to send proposals showing how the following topics are reflected in oral literature: A Sense
of Place and Power, Gender Relations, Cosmology and Religion, and Arts and Creativity.

Proposals for papers on any of the above topics should be written in not more than 200
words, giving the title of the paper and a statement of its orientation. Such proposals should be sent
to me at iokpewho(@binghamton.edu before the deadline of November 30, 2005.

Registration fees are as follows: teachers from Africa and the Caribbean: US$15. Teachers
from everywhere else: US$60 or Euro equivalent (pre-registration) and US$70 or Euro equivalent (at
conference site). Graduate students from Africa and the Caribbean: US$10. Graduate students from
everywhere else: US$20 or Euro equivalent. Arrangements are being made for hotel and other
accommodation in St Augustine and Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. There will also be information about
travel from various locations. When the details of these have been confirmed, they will be published

both on listserv and on the ISOLA website: http://isola.binghamton.edu.

AFS Datebook
2005

April 7-9 Delta Blues Symposium, Jonesboro, Arkansas (see story, p. 0)
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April 14-16

April 15

April 15-17

April 30

September 8-10

September 20-23

October 19-23

November 16-20

2006

July 20-23

October 18-22

Western States Folklore Society Meeting, Eugene, Oregon (see February
2005 AFSN, p. 15)

Deadline for all proposals for AFS 2005 Annual Meeting sessions (see
February 2005 AFSN, pp. 2-13, or www.afsnet.org/annualmeet/index.cfm)

Qualia Festival of Gay Folklife, Columbus, Ohio (see story, p. 6)

Deadline for Nominations, AFS Fellows Book Prize (see February 2005
AFSN, p. 14)

Bluegrass Music Conference, Bowling Green, Kentucky (see February 2005
AFSN, p. 15)

Charms, Charmers, and Charming Conference, London, England (see story,

p-7)

AFS 2005 Annual Meeting, Renaissance Atlanta Downtown Hotel, Atlanta,
Georgia (see February 2005 _AFSN, pp. 2-13)

Society for Ethnomusicology 2005 Annual Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia (see
February 2005 AFSN, p. 16)

International Society for Oral Literature in Africa 6™ Conference, St.
Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago (see stories, p. 3 and p. 7)

AFS 2006 Annual Meeting, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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