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CARLO VINCETTI FrI1ZZO

NOCTURNE

for orchestra



INSTRUMENTATION

3 Flutes
Flute 3 doubles Piccolo
2 Oboes
English Horn
3 Clarinets in A
Clarinet 3 doubles Bass Clarinet in B-flat
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones

Bass Trombone
Tuba

4 Timpani (1 player)

Percussion (2 players)
Percussion 1:
Glockenspiel
Xylophone
Suspended Cymbal
Tam-tam
Bass Drum (can be shared with Perc. 2)
Percussion 2:
Vibraphone
Chimes
Triangle
Suspended Cymbal
Snare Drum
Bass Drum (can be shared with Perc. 1)

Harp

1%, 2" Violins
Violas

Cellos
Contrabasses

Vi



PERFORMANCE NOTES

Score in C:All instruments (both transposing and non-transposing) are written in concert pitch,
except for the instruments that transpose by octaves. Therefore, the Glockenspiel
sounds two octaves higher than written, and the Piccolo and Xylophone sound an
octave higher than what is written in the score. In addition, the Contrabassoon and
the Contrabass sound an octave lower than written. Please note, that the Bass Clarinet
in B-flat is written at concert pitch and thus, written in the bass clef.

Duration: Approximately 10 minutes

Unpitched Percussion Legend:

Percussion 1 /H 2 ‘a [? J
P : 2 [ 1] 4 2 Py J
ercussion __\“ 4 ‘ | |.
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PROGRAM NOTES

The original inspiration of Nocturne, like many of my works, draws from my hometown of Paducah,
Kentucky. In the winter of 2009, a devastating ice storm, spanning across much of the state, ravaged
Western Kentucky. As the sheer weight of the ever-growing layer of ice brought down trees and power
lines, the lights and heat went out for days and for some, even weeks. After the storm, many citizens
took remarkable photographs that captured both the utter beauty and the unforgiving destruction of a
world encapsulated in ice. These crystalline images evoked feelings of both serenity and fear. As I
searched to find a musical gesture to reflect such contrasting feelings, I remembered the opening chord
in the first of twenty piano miniatures by Prokofiev titled Vision Fugitives. In his piece, Prokofiev
begins with an E minor seventh chord that is simultaneously voiced to sound bichordal. Resonating
within that seventh chord is both the brightness of G major and the darkness of E minor. The genesis
of my work, Nocturne is based on those striking images of my hometown and the harmonic subtlety
of Prokofiev’s voicing of an E minor seventh chord.

In many ways, Nocturne does not embody the typical characteristics of a nocturne. My work is
instrumental and lyrical in nature, but it is probably too swashbuckling to be reminiscent of the solo
piano works of the nineteenth century, particularly those by John Field or Frédéric Chopin. Nocturne
is both a nod to Debussy, one of my favorite composers, and to those ominous photographs of my
hometown under a blanket of snow. Out of the many pictures I studied, one characteristic was
immediate: each of the photographs looked to be taken at night. Because the overcast was so low and
thick in the days following the storm, very little sunlight shone through the clouds, giving an ever-
present nocturnal air. Nocturne opens with only the left-hand voicing of Prokofiev’s E minor seventh
chord (E, G, and D) omitting the B. Emphasis is placed on the open fifth interval of the G and D to
convey a sense of hollowness compounded by the use of clarinets’ pale middle register. Measured
tremolos in the strings imitate shivering, and the glockenspiel twinkles like the glittering ice in the
dim light. The harmonic cadences of G major and E minor are meant to musically reflect the bright
and dark qualities of these frozen images.

As the piece progresses beyond the opening idyllic section, it takes a turn marked by the entrance of
the timpani. At this point, the music becomes more dramatic and less visual. The music modally moves
through various related keys in both the major and minor. New melodic ideas are introduced and
developed that vary in character within the realm of dark and light. The episodic structure highlights
and propels the music forward through contrasting moods, sections, and colors. The change in
compositional direction was a result of the pandemic of 2020. Almost overnight, our world was
irreversibly altered. The night took on a new figurative meaning for me that affected my entire outlook
of the expression of this work. Now living in Louisville, Kentucky, I began to see the parallels in our
new everyday life with the photographs taken in Paducah back in 2009. Busy intersections and roads
were empty with no signs of people and life. There was an eerie calmness within seemingly
apocalyptic settings. The episodic nature of this piece was a reflection of the constant flux of emotional
states that myself and many others were experiencing. The pandemic brought out my hopeless
romantic persona that I often try to hide.

The ultimate resolution of the work is essentially a Picardy third. Despite the tonal ambiguity of the
first harmonic cadence arriving in G major prolonged within the initial twenty bars, the timpani’s
entrance in E minor solidifies that the opening chord was in fact, fundamentally E minor. A
foreshadowing of the intended final resolution to the parallel major was indicated in the first major
climax of the work that occurs just before the crashing F-sharp minor resolution four minutes into the
piece. This first structural apex in E major is more than emphatically joyful, but more desperately
hopeful for a return of world that seemed forever lost. As the piece progresses through several other
key areas, a momentum is built with the topical reference of a quick march initiated in the bassoons
and snare drum. This march drives to the final E major resolution and musically marks what I hope
will be our success in fighting this disease. The dotted eighth note figures at the end are an allusion to
the opening duple feeling expressed in the clarinets, adding to a feeling of structural conclusiveness.
This simple division of the beat creates a sense of grandiosity in the music ending the work with a
vision of noble victory.
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Dedicated to my family, friends, and all my teachers. You have truly taught me that love is patient.
“And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love.”
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