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Instrumentation

Piccolo
Flutes 1, 2

Oboes 1, 2
English Horn

Eb Clarinet
Bb Clarinets 1, 2, 3
Eb Alto Clarinet*
Bb Bass Clarinet
Bb Contrabass Clarinet**

Bassoons 1, 2
Contrabassoon

Eb Alto Saxophones 1, 2
Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone
Bb Trumpets 1, 2, 3 (div.)
FHorns 1,2, 3,4
Trombones 1, 2
Bass Trombone
Euphonium (div.)
Tuba (div.)

String Bass
Harp
Piano
Timpani

Percussion (6 players):
Castanets, 4 Tuned Blocks, Glockenspiel,
Vibraphone,
Tam-tam (shared), Marimba
6 Tom-toms (8", 10", 12", 14", 16", 18"), Triangle,
Chimes, Wooden Stir Drum***, Egg Shaker***,
China Cymbal, Tambourine (with head), Bass Drum****, Crotales (E, G¥, A, B)

*A substitute part for 4th Bb Clarinet is provided.
**A substitute part for Eb Contra-alto Clarinet is provided.

***The Wooden Stir Drum is called upon to be performed in three ways. The first is by
swirling around the inside with a wood mallet. The second calls for swirling with a
wood dowel or the handle of a mallet. The third is by swirling with an Egg Shaker
placed inside. The symbol (~~~) indicates that the apparent pitches should ascend.

The Egg Shaker is not performed separately.

*#**The Bass Drum should be laid flat. Place a towel off-center on the playing head to mute it.
Place the Tambourine head down on the towel. Striking the Bass Drum head will cause the
Tambourine’s jingles to sound simultaneously. The Tambourine is also played normally.
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Program Notes

The marble statue Nike of Samothrace, also known as Winged Victory of Samothrace, has been prominently displayed at the Louvre in
Paris since 1884. Estimated to have been sculpted around 200 BC, it was discovered on the island of Samothrace in the Aegean Sea in
1863. The reasons for its creation are still uncertain, but it clearly was meant to honor the Nike herself, the goddess of victory, while
also commemorating a naval battle. This offering would have also served to gain the deity’s favor, protecting sailors from storms and
enemies. It is a prime example of Hellenistic sculpture; eschewing the stiff, classical style in favor of passion and voluptuousness,
depicting when “violent motion and sudden stillness meet.” The folds of her tunic are blown against her body by the imaginary force
of the sea wind. The position of her body creates a spiraling effect: her wings reach back, her chest forward, her feet down. Nike of
Samothrace has had an enduring impact on the traditions of the Western art that followed.

Arrival of Winged Victory is semi-programmatic. While it doesn’t attempt to depict any specific historical event, its three sections
endeavor to set the scene of stormy, sea-borne battle, a plaintive paean to Nike, and the moment when the goddess confers victory
upon the winning side. Overall, the motivic material and orchestration are inspired by the descriptions of the statue’s swirling passion.
The battle music is densely scored for the full ensemble and uses the octatonic scale for melodic and harmonic material. (The
octatonic scale consists of eight pitches within the octave alternating by half steps and whole steps. This contrasts with the more
familiar major or minor scales which only have seven pitches within the octave, and a differing order of half steps and whole steps.)
The middle section’s plaintive song to Nike is simpler in scope, utilizing only the “white notes” of the piano. This section uses static
harmonies and a straightforward melody and owes a “tip of the hat” to the Gymnopédies of Erik Satie (1866—1925). Likewise, the first
section owes as much to Phaethon by Christopher Rouse (1947-2019). The musical material is then distilled and transformed in a
victorious coda.
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