
RECORD REVIEWS 

T e l l  It To Me Ebenezer (Nancy McDowell, George Wilson, Allan - - - -* 
 lock) . 
17 se lec t ions ,  vocal and instrumental,  s tereo .  
Biograph Records RC-6007, P. 0 .  Box 109, Canaan, New York 12029 
No pr ice  given. 

Fox Hollow Lodge S t r i ng  Band Fes t iva l ,  vol .  1, Cominf Home. - 
Various performers-. 
14 se lec t ions ,  vocal and instrumental,  s t e reo .  
Biograph Records RC-6008, P. 0. Box 109, Canaan, New York 12029. 
No pr ice  given. 

A Place E. Various performers. - 
14  se lec t ions ,  vocal and instrumental,  s tereo .  
Biograph Records BLP-12051, vol .  1, P. 0. BOX 109, Canaan, New 
York 12029. No pr ice  given. 

Now Is the  T ime .  D m  Smith, with Dyicky Seeger. -.- - - 
11 se lec t i ons ,  vocal and instrumental,  s tereo .  
Biograph Records BLP-12053, P.C. Box 109 ,  Canaan, n'ew York 12029. 
NO pr ice  given. 

. . 

Reviewed by Joseph P, Goodwin 

These f i v e  albums vary considerably i n  qua l i ty .  There are good 
t r a d i t i o n a l  "new grassm and fo lk  r ev iva l  performances , as well  
as  a  few rendi t ions  which do not r e a l l y  o f f e r  anything exci t ing  
t o  the l i s t e n e r .  Ebenezeres album includes a number o f  f i n e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  songs, but is  somewhat marred by forced n a s a l i t y  and 
an a r t i f i c i a l  s inging s t y l e .  The s ingers  imi ta te  old-time music, 
r a the r  than perform it. All th ree  members of the  group play 
f i dd l e  f o r  various pieces on the  album, and do s o  qu i te  well. 
George Wilsonls back-up g u i t a r  playing is  good, but not exc.eption- 
al.  The other  instrumentat ion never exceeds mediocrity. 

Cominl Home includes performances by six s t r i n g  bandsr Hotmud 
Family, Delaware Water Gap, Wretched Refuse S t r i ng  Band, Bott le  
Hill, and Ebenezer, as well  as one unnamed group and a harmonica 
so lo  by Dave Burgot. Hotmud Family gives super ior  performances, 
but l i k e  Ebenezer and some other  performers, imi ta tes  a country 
vocal s t y l e ,  and imi ta t ions  genera l ly  f a i l  t o  come across. 
Delaware Water Gap employs banjo, g u i t a r ,  and mandolin. The band 
has a nice sound, but lacks  t he  depth provided by a s t r i n g  bass. 
Wretched Refuse excels  with t h e i r  performances of "Hell Among the  
Yearlingsm and "Down Yonder. " I f ind  Bot t le  H i l l  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
c l a s s i f y ;  t h e i r  music tends toward new grass, but sometimes seems 
t o  be s t rongly  influenced by rock music, Ebenezer's performance 



is  about as good a s  those on t h e i r  own album. 

Nore f a m i l i a r  names appear on A Place t o  Be. Cn t h i s  album a r e  
s e l e c t i o n s  by Roger Sprung, Pa t  Sky, Sandy Paton and t h e  Golden 
Ring, Joe Hickerson, and Bob- and Evelyne Beerg. This .  album is  
good s a n p l e r ,  ranging from old-time and b luegrass  t o  gospel  and 
b lues ,  inc luding  c l a s s i c a l  g u i t a r ,  jews harp,  and 'bagpipe s o l o s  
i n  between; f o r  anyone d e s i r i n g  more, t h e r e  a r e  f o l k  Pevival .  
performances as we l l  (no tab ly  those  by t h e  Golden Ring and Joe 
Hickerson) . 

I 3 ,  

Jean ~ i t c h i e ,  ~ o h n n ~  Shines ,  and   ord don Bok a r e  among t h e  pe 
formers on You Got Maeic: Like A Plade -& E e ,  t h i s  d i s c  is 
sample,r a f  s e v e r a l  t y p e s  of music. I n  a d d i t  i on  t o1 . the .  v a r i o  
forms found on A Place t o  B e ,  t h e  l i s t e n e r  is presented wi th  
yodeling,  s t e e l  drums p laying  71Scotland t h e  Brave,'. and more 
s t r i n g  band music. (The two records  a r e  Fox Hollow 1 0 t h '  
anniversary  albums. ) . , ? 

L 

By f a r  t h e  b e s t  album i n  t h i s  group 
Time. Smith is  a n a t i v e  of south  A1 
b o t t l e s ,  harmonica, a n d  g u i t a r  on t h  
H i s  g u i t a r  and harmonica p lay ing  a r e  
"The .Train9* is an  e x c e l l e n t  example ; 
t h e  t r a i n  ruinbles down t h e  t r a c k ,  an 
the  whi s t l e  blows i n  t h e  d i s t ance .  
game songs,  work songs,  and b lues ,  a 

is  Dan5mith ' s  I low & t h e  
.abama. H e  p lays  jews harp; 
.e album, as -wel l  as s ing ing  

v e r s a t i l e  and b e a u t i f u l .  - 

t h e  harmonica bounces as 
d becomes a b lues  moan when 
Included i n  t h e  album a r e  , 

11 . v i b r a n t  and rndving. , 

The o t h e r .  albums i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  havet very  l i t t l e  i n  t h e  w a y  of 
l i n e r - n o t e s . .  Now Is the  Time, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, g ives  the- 
l i s t e n e r  a biography o f  Dan Smith, as w e l l .  as i n f  ormatiofi .about 
s e v e r a l  of t h e  songs, mast ly  . i n  Smi th ' s  'own words. These n o t e s  
provide . fu r the r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  music.   hey a r e  g r e a t l j r  - .  missed on t h e  o the r  albums. 

The over -a l l  e f f e c t  of t h i s  s e t  o f  albums is  p l e a s a n t . .  Mq'st 
of . the performances a r e  s t r o ~ g  and en j oyable , overshadowing tho'se 
p ieces  which f a i l  . t o  measure up f o r  var ious  reas6ns.  The v a r i e t y  
of musical forms and s t y l e s  provides  something f o r  j u s t  about 
every l i s t e n e r ;  . .  , I 




