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Session Overview

• What is NSSE?
• High-impact Practices (HIP)
• New HIP report
• Civic engagement module
• Q & A 
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What is NSSE?

NSSE annually gathers valid, reliable 
information on the extent to which 
students engage in and are exposed to 
proven educational practices that 
correspond to desirable learning 
outcomes.
 Ask students about their experiences

 Focuses on behavior: empirically confirmed 
effective practices

What is Student Engagement?

Student engagement is 
the time and energy 
students devote to 
educationally purposeful 
activities - practices 
shown to be related to 
desired educational 
outcomes
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Ok, what is Engagement?

• Challenging academic work
–High expectations

–Deep approaches to learning

• Quality involvement with faculty

• Enriching activities and high‐impact practices
– Active and collaborative learning

– Powerful educational experiences

• Supportive peers, faculty, staff, campus

And, High-impact Practices?

• Key traits
 Demand considerable amount of time and 

effort

 Provide learning opportunities outside of the 
classroom

 Require meaningful interactions with faculty 
members and students

 Encourage interactions with diverse others

 Provide frequent meaningful feedback
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High Impact Activities

 First-Year Seminars and Experiences
 Common Intellectual Experiences
 Learning Communities
Writing-Intensive Courses
 Collaborative Assignments and Projects
 Undergraduate Research
 Diversity/Global Learning
 Service Learning,                                            
Community-Based Learning
 Internships
 Capstone Courses/                                         
Projects

What are some examples of HIPs at your 
institution?

Why HIPs? 

Growing evidence 
that “high-impact 
practices” provide 
substantial 
educational 
benefits to 
students
[High‐Impact Educational Practices: What They Are, Who Has Access To Them, and Why They 
Matter (2008) AAC&U]
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HIP Benefits

• High-impact practices have been shown to 
be positively related to: 
 Persistence

 GPA

 Deep approaches to learning

 Increased student-faculty interaction

 Increases in critical thinking

 Improved writing skills

 Greater appreciation for diversity

 Higher overall student engagement

• Impact is often larger for historically underserved 
students

Bronwell, J. & Swaner, L., 2010; Kuh, 2008; NSSE, 2007 

The HIP Challenge

It is recommended to make it possible for 
every student to participate in at least two 
high-impact activities (Kuh, 2008).  One in 
the first-year and one later, in the major.
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HIP on NSSE

• Service-learning
• Learning communities
• Research with faculty
• Senior culminating experience
• Study abroad
• Internship

• First-years
 Service-learning
 Learning community
 Research with faculty

• Seniors
 Service-learning
 Learning community
 Research with faculty
 Senior culminating experience
 Study abroad
 Internship

What percent of 
students on your 
campus participate in 
these HIPs?

What percent of 
students on your 
campus would you like
to participate in these 
HIPs?

What do you think? 
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(in progress)
‣ Snapshot

‣ Engagement Indicators

‣ High‐Impact Practices

‣ Frequencies and Statistical 
Comparisons

‣ Topical Module(s) and/or 
Consortium Reports
 Civic engagement
 Academic advising
 Transferable skills
 Writing
 Technology
 Experiences with diversity
 Global perspectives
 Information literacy 

‣ Respondent Profile

‣ Administration Summary

‣ Selected Comparison 
Groups

‣ Pocket Guide Report

‣ Major Field Report

‣ Student Comments
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HIP Report: Part 1

Overall HIP Participation Rates

Remember: The HIP Challenge? 

Data Strategies to Motive Your Audience

• Look at under-engaged, or HIPs 
that are central to your mission
 NSSE 2013-2014 results

o 42% of FY did not complete a HIP

o 14% of SR did not complete a HIP, and 24% 
only completed one

• Room for improvement
• Dig down to individual items
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HIP Report: Part 2

Statistical Comparisons

HIP Report: Part 3

Response Detail
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HIP Report: Part 4

Participation by 
Student Characteristics

Note:
• HIPs only reach a fraction 

of students
• Benefits can be greater for 

historically underserved 
students!

Annual Report 2014
Average Institutional First‐year Participation Rates Among NSSE 

2014 U.S. Institutions

• Institutional average for 
participating in a learning 
community was 11% or lower 
for half of the institutions 

• Service learning is widespread 
• Only a select few first-year 

students collaborate with 
faculty on research
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Annual Report 2014

Average Institutional Senior Participation Rates Among NSSE 2014 
U.S. Institutions

• Widespread participation 
for internships and 
culminating senior 
experience

• Institutional average for 
study abroad was 13% or 
lower for half of the 
institutions. However, at a 
select few nearly all 
seniors studied abroad

Civic Engagement Module
Civic Engagement: 
Does your institution 
have an expressed 
commitment to civic 
learning & 
engagement? 
• How might your 

students fare on these 
questions? 

• Administer module, 
Use results to 
benchmark
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• Make sure HIPs are done well
 Seven points of effective HIPs

• The state of HIP participation on 
campus

• Equal opportunities for all
• Connections to positive outcomes
• Generating interest
 Faculty are key!

Final Thoughts

For More Information...

Ask us questions, let us know how things 
are going… 

 Jillian Kinzie jikinzie@indiana.edu

 Amy Ribera akribera@indiana.edu

Copies of papers and presentations as well as annual reports  
and other information are available through the Web site  

www.nsse.iub.edu


