











be a vital, complex concern. The Board urges all members to heed the spirit of the state-
ment—the longer as well as the shorter form—and to continue to explore and report upon
its implications and implementation.

In response to petitions from members, the Board has established two new sections: a
gay and lesbian folklore section and an urban folklore section.

The Board is preparing handbooks for the annual meeting program and local arrange-
ments committees, so that they can more efficiently build on the experience of earlier com-
mittees. The Board also reaffirmed its policy of allowing only AFS members in good stand-
ing to propose and deliver presentations at the annual meeting, with the exception of non-
members specifically invited to make special presentations.

The nature of the Executive Board changes with each election, reflecting the new year’s
configuration of talents, interests, and personalities. I consider myself fortunate to have
had the support of an outstanding group of collcagues, who made my presidency a pleas-
ure. Those who leave the Board this year—Jay Anderson, Meg Brady, and Rayna Green—
contributed hard work and stimulating ideas. They will be missed. At the same time, I have
faith that those who join the Board can be counted on to bring their own special knowledge
and vision. Tim Lloyd, who came through his first year as Executive Secretary-Treasurer
demonstrating remarkable efficiency and calm, will continue to serve both Board and So-
ciety well. I wish Alan Jabbour a presidential term as rewarding as mine has been.

Finally, the Board would like to recognize one constant friend and advisor who is leaving
our official family. Ed Lehman, for many years the Executive Director of the American
Anthropological Association, has very recently retired from that position. We are a much
stronger society because of his administrative skills and quiet counsel. We thank him and
wish him well.

Judith McCulloh

Report of the Executive Secretary/Treasurer

The following members were elected to AFS office in this year’s election:

President-Elect: Henry Glassie
Executive Board: William Ferris

John Vlach
Nominating Committee: Debora Kodish

677 ballots were cast in the election, a 21 percent increase over last year.
The scheduled sites and dates for upcoming annual meetings are as follows:

1988: Hyatt Regency, Cambridge, MA, October 26-30

1989: Sheraton Society Hill, Philadelphia, PA, October 18-22
1990: Oakland or San Francisco, CA, October 17-21

1991: St. John’s, Newfoundland, dates not yet firm

During the recently completed fiscal year, the number of individual, joint, student, hon-
orary, and life members rose just under 10 percent (to 1288); the number of institutional
members remained essentially level (at 1324). Most heartening is the fact that after some
years of decline, student membership rose 28 percent—from 316 to 404—during the year.
It will obviously be to the Society’s benefit for this trend, if it is one, to continue, and for
students to take a greater role in the Society—not just on its membership lists but in its
affairs.



Over the past years, the Society has received modest and steady earnings from its in-
vestments. This year, however, the Executive Board was able to capitalize on the signifi-
cant increase in value over the past year of many of the Society’s investments by selling
them and then reinvesting both the original amounts and the gains from the sale. The more
broadly based portfolio the Society now holds should continue to provide steady income,
but at a higher level than before. Participation in the annual meeting, which brings income
as well as scholarly and social comradeship to the Society, continues to increase and will
likely do so at least through the Centennial. The Society’s sections also continue to develop
and expand their scholarly-activities.

The four issues of the AFS Newsletter 1 have edited have contained more than the average
amount of formal Society business—the 1987 call for papers and preliminary program and,
most importantly, the texts of the current Constitution and proposed By-Laws—as well as
continued discussion of the proposed Statement of Ethics, a computer use questionnaire,
many announcements of all sorts, and the ‘‘Camera Ready’’ and *‘Cite Unseen’’ features.
While reportage of the activities of the two Centennial years to come will undoubtedly
command considerable space, I continue to solicit and appreciate contributions on issues
of importance to the discipline from members. The Newsletter is the most efficient way to
communicate points of view on such matters to the entire membership, and should serve
as a forum for the discussions that enliven our field.

I will take this opportunity to thank those institutions with employment opportunities for
folklorists for their more timely supply of information about those opportunities for the
Newsletter than has been the case in the past. Apparently I am the beneficiary of Charley
Camp’s campaign (which I will continue) to encourage such timely submission. This is
not to say that the overall employment situation for folklorists (particularly those with fam-
ily or other obligations that make nontenured, entry-level, or short-term jobs difficult or
simply unrealistic to pursue) has significantly improved; just that those jobs that are avail-
able are being more regularly and widely advertised, both through the Newsletter and
through the AFS/American Folklife Center Folkline.

To help make the conduct of Society business more efficient, the Executive Board au-
thorized the purchase of a small business computer system for the Secretary/Treasurer’s
use. Specifically, this system includes an Epson Equity II microcomputer (which is IBM
compatible) with 640 KB of memory and a 20 MB hard disk, an Amdek 310A monochrome
monitor and a Toshiba P321 dot-matrix printer. Software currently includes the Leading
Edge word processing system. I would appreciate advice and suggestions from members
on the most helpful use and development of this system.

As a new Secretary/Treasurer, you learn very quickly how much you need to become
familiar with a host of procedures and precedents, some formal and some traditional, by
which the work of the office is carried out and through which the operation of the Society
may be improved. My best teacher has been Charley Camp, who knows this territory as
well as anyone. His experience and good judgment has been supplemented by that of Rayna
Green and Judy McCulloh, of the other members of the Executive Board, and notably that
of Ed Lehman of AAA, our Society’s counselor for a great many years. The other AAA
staff members with whom I’ve worked—Nonie Batu, Lucille Horn, John Hughes, Chris
Malec, Victoria Moreland, Julie O’Donnell, and Richard Truax—have worked as hard as
I had been told they would, and have all gone out of their way to assist me. All these
individuals, along with many members of the Society, receive my thanks for making this
an illuminating year.

Tim Lloyd



Report of the Editor, Journal of American Folklore

In the past year, the Journal received 81 first submissions of articles (39 of them sub-
mitted for JAF 398, the special issue on Folklore and Feminism), 3 notes, 1 commentary,
1 exhibition review, and 1 obituary; we also received and evaluated 27 revised manu-
scripts. We accepted 21 articles for publication (16 for JAF 398), 2 notes, the commentary,
the exhibition review, and the obituary; we also published some material held over from
last year and two articles from the carly years of JAF.

The AFS Executive Board increased the Journal’s ordinary operating budget to permit
extra pages for JAF 398, and a generous and timely discretionary grant from the L. J. and
Mary C. Skaggs Foundation covered a significant portion of the expenses for that issue’s
four-color cover (the first in the Journal’s history).

A portion of the increased editorial office expenses for the special issue was provided
by a grant from the Faculty of Arts and Letters, State University of New York at Buffalo.
SUNY/Buffalo’s Faculty of Arts and Letters and Department of English also covered all
Journal office expenses not covered by the American Folklore Society, including all fund-
ing for the Journal’s editorial assistant.

Rick Custer, our managing editor at AAA, provided splendid service and counsel, as
did Trish Gannon, our editorial assistant. The enterprise was kept viable by intelligent and
thoughtful readings of manuscripts by many members of the Society, and by manuscript
evaluations and other work on the Journal’s behalf by Judy McCulloh, Chuck Perdue, Dan
Ben-Amos, Sandy Ives, Marta Weigle, Clifford Geertz, Larry Levine, David Buchan,
Norm Cohen, Elaine Lawless, and Michael Taft.

Judy McCulloh provided salutary and long-awaited help in her role as AFS President.
All AFS presidents help JAF more or less, but Judy’s encouragement, counsel, and support
were so generous, consistent, and honorable that her work on the Journal’s behalf deserves
special notice.

At this writing, seven manuscripts are under consideration by reviewers.

Bruce Jackson

Report of the Book Review Editor, JAF

As most JAF readers know, I have resigned from the position of Book Review Editor
and this, my second report, will be my last.

In my last year as Book Review Editor, which ends with JAF 398, we have published
55 book reviews and listed 30 books received, but not reviewed. The number of book
reviews is lower this year because Number 398 is a special issuc with no reviews.

Overall, I believe we have done fairly well in the past two years in getting a steady flow
of books from publishers and getting them into the hands of competent reviewers. And I
believe that the quality of the reviews has been quite high. But I too, like everyone else
who has held this position, have not solved the problem of late reviewers. At the moment
I have 45 book reviews pending—some only a few months overdue but most at least a year
late, and 7 or 8 dating back to 1985. I wish Dan Ben-Amos better luck on this but I am not
optimistic.

For crucial editorial assistance rendered by Nancy J. Martin-Perdue, my thanks and pub-
lic acknowledgment.

Charles L. Perdue, Jr.



Report of the Film Review Editor, JAF

Since July 1986, with Volume 99, Number 393, the JAF Film Review section has car-
ried reviews of 36 folklore and folklife films. This total number combines the efforts of
Tom Green, retiring film review editor, and Elaine Lawless, his successor. Both editors
wish to thank all the persons who took the time to review films and videos and write reviews
for JAF. Recent issues of the journal have carried film review essays, which represents a
move by the editors to get reviewers to view several films and/or videos on similar topics
and to compare and contrast the strengths and weaknesses of these visual endeavors. The
current editor would appreciate any help Society members can offer in terms of locating
filmmakers and film reviewers.

Elaine J. Lawless

Report of the Record Review Editor, JAF

Although the impending onslaught of compact discs, digital tapes, and other new tech-
nological configurations is forcing the old fashioned phonograph record industry into a
state of high uncertainty, the Journal’s Record Review column itself is safe in tradition-
respecting hands. ;

_ During the course of Volume 100, three Record Review columns appeared in which a
total of 70 albums or cassettes were reviewed in varying degrees of depth. JAF 396 in-
cluded a list of 174 additional records received for review as of late 1986, and approxi-
mately 130 more were received during the first seven months of 1987. JAF 395 included
a “‘Brief List of Recommended Anglo-American Fiddle Music Albums,’’ a format greeted
with resounding enthusiasm (no threatening letters were received) and one that I hope to
extend to other musical genres in future issues.

Soliciting guest review columns seems to be like playing the banjo: a good deal of ham-
mering on would-be writers is necessary in order to pull off a success. Nevertheless, guest
reviews should start appearing in 1988.

Norm Cohen

Report of the Editor, Publications of the American Folklore Society

I am very pleased that Pat Mullen, the capable new editor of the Publications of the
American Folklore Society, is taking over a healthy series. In the months to come, the
PAFS imprimatur will appear on five new books appropriate to the series’ distinguished
history. The following works reflect both long-standing and recent scholarly interests
within our discipline:

The Conservation of Culture by Burt Feintuch (University Press of Kentucky), a ti-
mely and provocative collection of essays on folklorists’ work in the public sector;
The Down-East Game War: A Study in History, Folklore, and the Law by Edward D.

Ives (University of Illinois Press), a stimulating exploration of the complex relationship

between verbal art and history, brought alive in a study of Maine poaching stories;

Handmaidens of the Lord: Pentecostal Women Preachers and Traditional Religion by

Elaine J. Lawless (University of Pennsylvania Press), a fascinating and insightful study

of interest to specialists in folklore, religious studies, and women’s studies;



The Lore of New Mexico by Marta Weigle and Peter White (University of New Mexico
Press), a lively and imaginative state folklore collection and interpretation that will be-
come a model for state folklore works to follow;

Signs from the Ancestors by M. Jane Young (University of New Mexico Press), a
compelling description and analysis of Zuni rock art that places the art in past and present
contexts with sensitivity and grace.

In the past year the following PAFS manuscription transactions have taken place:

Manuscript inquiries rejected as unsuitable to the series: 1

Manuscript inquiries encouraged, but with no submission to date: 4

Manuscripts reviewed and rejected as unsuitable to the series: 0

Manuscripts actively solicited, but not yet submitted: 4

Manuscripts accepted and in the editing process: 5

My earnest thanks go to my PAFS Editorial Board members for their support—Barbara
Allen, Bob Georges, José Limon, Wolfgang Mieder, Elliott Oring, and Sandy Stahl—and
to the many members of the AFS who provided assistance and encouragement to me as
editor the past three years. I encourage you to contact Pat Mullen concerning any questions
you have about PAFS policies and procedures and to support his excellent work as the new
PAFS editor.

Larry Danielson

Report of the Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee for 1986-87 consisted of Barbara Allen, Michael Taft, and
Steven Zeitlin. The Committee presented the Society with nominees for President (Henry
Glassie and Marta Weigle), for Executive Board (Elaine Eff, Bill Ferris, Thomas Green,
Leslie Prosterman, Peter Seitel, and John Vlach), and for Nominating Committee (Jennie
Chinn and Debora Kodish). In addition, the Committee recommended individuals to serve
on the Program Committee, the Resolutions Committee, and the State of the Profession
Committee.

At the request of the President, Judith McCulloh, the Committee also put forward rec-
ommendations for the editorship of the Publications of the American Folklore Society. The
President also requested that the Chair of the Committee comment on possible changes to
the nature of the Nominating Committee. These comments are now on file with the Pres-
ident.

Before relinquishing the Chair, I would like to express several thoughts:

1. I was most gratified that three of the ten candidates were nominated, not by the Com-
mittee, but by members of the Society who took the time and trouble to follow the rules
for “‘outside’” nominations. In my experience on the Committee, there have been few such
displays of democratic action by members, and I can only hope that these three outside
nominations represent a trend. Ideally, the Committee should not have to choose anyone
as a nominee; all nominees would be chosen by the membership, with the Committee act-
ing merely as an expeditor in the process.

2. There are those who feel that the Nominating Committee’s action in selecting can-
didates for future Nominating Committees is a conflict of interest. I suppose it is, on the
face of it, although I have seen no evidence of such conflict in the actual deliberations of
the Committee. If members of the Society would nominate candidates for the Committee,
any potential for conflict of interest would disappear.

3. Again, on the matter of conflict of interest, there are a number of potential candidates
in the Society who may feel reluctant to run for office (especially the Executive Board)



because they are employed by a grant-giving agency. I understand their problem, but over
the last number of years the Committee has been especially concerned that public-sector
folklorists be represented on the Society’s decision-making committees and boards. I
would hope that those who find themselves in such a potential conflict of interest would
also find a way of avoiding such potential conflicts, and thereby allow the Society to benefit
by their membership on boards and committees.

The Chair for the Nominating Committee for the coming year will be Barbara Allen.
Members of the Society who wish to exercise their franchise, or who wish to complain
about the exercises of others, should contact Barbara at the following address: Department
of American Studies, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN 46556.

The Committee thanks all those who have contributed nominations and suggestions, and
especially thanks those members who have agreed to stand for election. I would like to
express my appreciation to my fellow Committee members, both those presently serving
and those who have gone before, for their labors and support. As well, I owe much thanks
to Tim Lloyd for making my job easy.

Michael Taft

Report of the Program Committee

The Program Committee received proposals for 490 persons wishing to participate in
the 1987 Annual Meeting of the American Folklore Society in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Proposals included 36 pre-planned panels, 28 organized forums, 1 workshop, 8 films (2 in
film forums), 7 videos (1 in a video forum), 1 slide/tape program, 203 individual papers,
and 2 research reports. We sent out 39 proposals to evaluators who accepted 8 without
revision. Of the 31 proposals for which we requested revisions, 5 authors chose not to
revise. Of the 8 films and 7 videos, evaluators accepted all 15.

We organized the submissions into 46 paper sessions (including 5 paper and video ses-
sions and 1 paper and film session), 36 pre-planned panels, 28 forums, 1 workshop, 2 film
forums, 1 video forum, 1 media session, 2 independent video showings, and 1 independent
film screening. The final program has 117 sessions beginning at 8:30 aM, Thursday, Oc-
tober 22nd, and ending at 12:15 pm, Sunday, October 25th.

Our annual meeting is obviously growing. Despite the popular belief that AFS meetings
in the West are smaller than in the East, this year’s meeting grew by close to 50 partici-
pants—the same acceleration noticed for the 1986 meeting. As a consequence, this year’s
program expanded for the first time to nine concurrent daytime sessions for Friday and
Saturday, as opposed to the eight sessions normally scheduled for each time slot (which
we were able to maintain for sessions on Thursday and Sunday). Discussion time is, for
all practical purposes, nonexistent for many of the paper sessions—a problem noted by
both the 1985 and 1986 Program Committees.

Although we did make some minor changes in the ‘“Call for Papers’’ (including an ex-
ample for the short abstract form), we now realize that more detailed directions and ex-
amples would eliminate potential problems for individuals as well as for those submitting
panel and forum abstracts. Because of computer sorting, the long abstract classification
system by genre and theoretical approach needs to return to predetermined categories (de-
spite their limitations). With the current self-defining categories, authors may write ‘‘folk
narrative,”” ‘‘prose narrative,”’ or ‘‘folktale,”’ for example, and the computer will sort
them as separate categories, which increases, rather than simplifies, the grouping of indi-
vidual papers. These and other suggested changes, which will facilitate the work of future
program committees, have already been sent to next year’s committee for consideration.
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This committee was surprised by the number of submissions that did not follow the cor-
rect format, despite provided examples. Copy is supposed to be camera ready. Rather than
embarrass members, we sent some abstracts back to authors to re-type, lightly edited oth-
ers, and shortened those that exceeded 100 words (a fairly large number). We strongly
suggest that panel, forum, and workshop organizers take responsibility (as asked for in the
**Call for Papers”’) for sending in all their participants’ submissions, registration forms,
and checks rogether, as a package, in the correct format. Many panel and forum organizers
indicated that checks and/or abstracts would be sent by individuals in their sessions and
they never arrived. Long hours were spent trying to contact organizers or ‘‘missing’’ par-
ticipants rather than eliminate the session from the program. We recommend that future
committees return incomplete proposals.

Other recommendations include:

1. More time is needed between the publication of the preliminary program and the sub-
mission of the final program to the Washington office. By the time members received the
preliminary program and requested changes, we had already sent the final program to
Washington to meet printing deadlines, making further changes impossible.

2. Reinstitute the process of rejecting papers outright, due to the: growing size of the
meeting and the questionable quality of some papers.

3. Require presenters to be members of AFS. This requirement reflects the recognition
of folklore as a legitimate discipline with its own approaches and standards (and is common
practice for other scholarly organizations).

4. Eliminate the category ‘‘Research Report’’; it has been used by only a handful of
presenters in recent years.

5. Standardize all paper time slots to 20 minutes, that is, eliminate the option of 15-
minute papers. Very few people requested 15-minute slots. A standard slot would allow
successful session-hopping.

6. The number of presentations should be limited to one paper plus only one other pre-
sentation (either forum or workshop or chair or discussant).

7. The data entry directions need to be written out and specified so that nonfolklorists
can easily do this task on a computer. Because Program Committee members are charged
with evaluating proposals blind, they cannot open the envelopes and keep track of the data
until the evaluation process is completed. Nonmember assistants who are unaware of the
differences between types of sessions and kinds of participation (and hence what forms are
required for each) need a brief handbook for all those small decisions that AFS members
act upon automatically.

8. Computerization for program planning is becoming commonplace; Mary Hufford—
in addition to sending us a very helpful and lengthy letter detailing steps in the process,
and conferring with us by phone—sent us the program devised by Tom Adler for D-Base
II. We had D-Base 111 and could not coordinate the two programs. Instead, using Adler’s
basic programming, we chose PC FILE for our major data base. We urge the Society to
recognize Tom Adler’s contribution and to commission him to write programs for various
computer set-ups or to create a standard one that AFS would own. This suggestion leads
to the next: at present, all data (including money and registration forms) is entered at the
Program Committee’s home site and then sent to Washington. We recommend that the
Society pay someone in Washington to do this annual task, and then that person send the
pre-planned forums and panels and the individual paper proposals to the Committee whose
task would be to set the sessions. In addition, the Society should be able to receive this
material on disk. Currently, the Committee enters the information on disk, prints it out and
sends it to Washington for typesetting. A direct computer link-up would diminish the work
and possibility of error. As is evident from this suggestion, we concur with previous com-



mittees that planning the program is an enormous task that places a tremendous burden on
the Committee, and that this task could be simplified.

We are pleased to report that a change in the registration form to include the option of
Jjoining the Society (and paying registration fees as members) brought in 45 new members.
We recommend that future committees continue this practice and that a similar form appear
with the one now printed for advance registration in the August AF'S Newsletter.

We are grateful to the Society for providing secretarial and word processing funds to
help compensate those who aided us. Heartfelt thanks goes to Louie Levy, who helped
with data file creation and data entry, and to Mary Burrick who stepped in when Louie took
a much needed vacation. To our secretaries, Amy Isler and Letty Fotta, who typed form
letters, answered telephone questions, and lived with mounds of paper for months: our
appreciation for you is immeasurable. We also wish to thank our graduate students who
not only had to ‘‘take a back seat’’ during the process, but helped us sort and stuff accep-
tance letters and mail packages of abstracts to assigned chairs. Finally, our thanks to the
unsung evaluators, and to both Tim Lloyd and Lucille Horn who were always there for
assistance.

Edwin L. Coleman II
Sharon R. Sherman
Carol Silverman

Report of the State of the Profession Committee

The State of the Profession Committee is studying the change in nature of the University
of Texas folklore program and what implications this may have for the profession. A report
will appear in the AFS Newsletter as soon as possible. The committee will be glad to hear
from AFS members who wish to share information or suggestions.

Members of the committee are Janet Langlois and Eleanor Wachs (through 1987), Rob-
ert Georges and Sally Yerkovich (through 1988), Trudier Harris and William A. Wilson
(through 1989), and Alan Jabbour (ex officio, as president-elect).

Judith McCulloh

Report of the ACLS Delegate

As folklorists know, sometimes academic meetings and hotels just don’t mix, as the
1987 ACLS meeting in Washington April 23-24 proved. Delegates were shunted to hotels
throughout Maryland and Virginia because of a mix-up in room reservations at the down-
town convention hotel. Tempers flared and sleep was lost, but the experience nevertheless
had unexpected and pleasant results.

During the 45-minute drive back to the convention hotel, it turned out that the cab driver
was a former student of an 1. U. Folklore Ph.D., Hafiz Baghban, at Kabul University in
Afghanistan! (Hafiz, where are you?) Ethnomusicologist Joe Hickerson of the Library of
Congress told me later that immigrant DC cab drivers are among the best folklore infor-
mants in the city, and they always know which restaurants are featuring the best ethnic
music. (An Ethiopian cab driver told me that he was part of a group that meets regularly
to sing and therefore keep alive their ancient, 14th-century sacred music. But he didn’t
invite me to attend one of their services.)



My favorite folk music encounter during the meeting occurred, however, not in a cab,
but while walking to dinner. A contemporary version of a Jamaican steel-drum band—a
group of black teenagers beating out complex rhythms on plastic buckets and tubs—was
jiving in a vacant lot adjacent to a trendy Georgetown restaurant that featured a string quar-
tet seated near the window playing Mozart. The distinction between folk art and fine art
was never clearer.

Hotels and other observations aside, the formal meeting this year was at times intense
and exciting. Under the direction of a new president, Stanley N. Katz, the ACLS is begin-
ning to take a much more active and appropriate role in the nation’s intellectual life. The
issue of book and data preservation is of utmost concern since books and other documents
printed on high acid-content paper are self-destructing at an alarming rate. The ACLS is
also concerned with the politics of knowledge and an awareness of the multiple audiences
for the products of the humanities.

The main session of the meeting dealt with the issue of the core curriculum on a broad
scale. Roger Shattuck, Commonwealth Professor of French at the University of Virginia,
presented a rather iconoclastic view in this keynote address, *‘Is There a Core Tradition in
the Humanities?’” The discussants responded by pointing out that most of the participating
societies in the ACLS are now regarded as peripheral and are thus at risk during times of
economic retrenchment. (I couldn’t help thinking that folklore is one of these **peripheral”’
fields of study.) The discussants were Jean Franco, Professor of Spanish at Columbia Uni-
versity; Nathan Huggins, W. E. B. DuBois Professor of History and Afro-American Stud-
ies at Harvard University; and Catherine R. Stimpson, Dean of the Graudate School of
Rutgers University, who spoke on behalf of Women’s Studies.

Carl E. Schorske, Professor Emeritus of History at Princeton University and winner of
the Pulitzer Prize, gave the Charles Homer Haskins Lecture, **The Life of Learning.’” The
setting for his talk was the recital hall at Dumbarton Oaks, and the reception afterwards in
the Orangerie featured extraordinarily delicious crab cakes and various other gourmet de-
lights.

Lynne Cheney, the new Chair of the National Endowment for the Humanities, addressed
the delegates at the concluding luncheon hosted by the University Club of Washington. In
light of the earlier panel, her topic was an apt one: *‘Defending the Humanities.’’ She
challenged the professional academicians in the audience to become more involved in ed-
ucation at the primary and secondary levels if we are to expect better prepared students in
our university classrooms. She suggested that we all should read E. D. Hirsh’s new and
controversial book, Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know (Boston:
Houghton-Mifflin, 1987), which includes *‘folklore’’ on the master list. I would add an-
other new book to her suggestion, The Closing of the American Mind: How Higher Edu-
cation Has Failed Democracy and Impoverished the Souls of Today’ s Students (New York:
Simon and Schuster, 1987).

The annual meeting next year will be held in New York City April 21-22, 1987, and
one possible program topic is the histories of the various constituent societies, the oldest
of which is the American Philosophical Society, founded in 1743. The American Folklore
Society, founded in 1888, is the 12th oldest of the 45 constituent societies. The American
Folklore Society was admitted to the ACLS in 1945.

Sylvia Grider

Report of the AFS/American Folklife Center Liaison

This past year Judith McCulloh asked me to serve as a liaison between the American
Folklore Society and the American Folklife Center, since there are important overlapping
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concerns shaped by the AFS and the Center, and a third-party perspective might be helpful
in sorting out just what is happening in Washington and determining how Center actions
might affect the AFS. I am happy to serve in this capacity since I already attend the board
meetings of the Center as an interested spectator.

My role currently, however, is made somewhat redundant by the fact that Judith was
recently nominated to the board of the Center and Alan Jabbour was elected to the presi-
dency of the AFS. Nevertheless, Judith thought that if I had any observations to put before
the AFS board and the general membership, I should proceed as if this circumstance did
not exist. :

Accordingly, I would like to make the AFS membership keenly aware of the fact that
the Center’s Board of Trustees has for sometime been operating at half strength. This does
not reflect a lack of concern or commitment on the part of the board but rather that there
are six vacancies that need to be filled. Two appointments are congressional prerogatives
and, though recommendations have been made to Congress by the AFS Executive Board
and by others, they still await action. Four other appointments remain to be made by Pres-
ident Reagan; no action on them has been taken at all.

An understaffed board cannot easily conduct all of the administrative and leadership
functions required of it. Basic procedures consume an inordinate amount of its time and
new initiatives tend to be tabled for future consideration. It would be to the advantage of
the Center, the AFS, and all citizens with an interest in traditional culture if the board could
operate with a more balanced work load and if it had more members who could lobby the
Congress when critical votes concerning appropriations and reauthorization come up. In-
asmuch as the board provides direction to the Center, its advice is necessarily limited by
the fact that the widest range of possible opinion is not given. The board will not work as
well and effectively as it might until it has its full complement of members as mandated
by Public Law 94-201. It would be appropriate for the AFS membership to voice its con-
cern both collectively and individually in this matter. Letters should be written to the Pres-
ident and the leadership in the Congress. Until pressure of this sort is felt, the ability of
one of the few federal folk cultural agencies to do its important work will remain limited.
Given the range of social, economic, and political forces that daily impinge on the bearers
of traditional culture in this country, any such limitation cannot be tolerated.

John Michael Vlach
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AMERICAN FOLKLORE SOCIETY
Balance Sheet
August 31, 1987

ASSETS
Cash - Checking $ 1,146.72
- Moncy Market Account 150,647.63
Investments 118,523.35
Funds on Deposit - Secretary-Treasurer 200.00
- Editor - JAF 00.00
- 2nd Class Mail Account - JAF 78.80
- 2nd Class Mail Account - NL 142.42
Funds Collected by AAA for AFS 966.90
Total Assets $ 271,705.82

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES

Suspense $ 1123474
A/P Grant Balance - Pew Memonal Trust - 1987 Grant 59.455.83
A/P Grant Balance - Skaggs Foundation - 1985 Grant 4,625.53
AFS Section Fund Balance 13.945.66
Life Member Fund Balance 31,486.63
Fund Balance (at September 1. 1986) 109,650.55
Revenue over (under) Expenditures 41,306.88

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances $ 271,705.82



AMERICAN FOLKLORE SOCIETY
Statement of Revenue and Expenditures
For the Twelve Month Period Ended August 31, 1987

1985/86 1986/87
REVENUE Aug. 1987 Year to Date Year to Date Budget
101 Membership Dues $ 7,785.00 $ 27,243.50 $ 33,223.60 $ 26,400.00
102 Subscriptions 238.00 45,447.02 47,690.11 48,000.00
103 Sale of Back Issues 65.40 1,237,715 1,923.55 600.00
104 Sale of Folklore/Folklife 00.00 458.25 157.92 500.00
105 Mailing List Rental 500.00 1,880.00 3.150 00 2,000.00
106 Advertising 237.50 2,317.50 2,499.50 3,000.00
107 Offprints for Authors 00.00 633.37 1,162.89 900.00
108 Processing Fees 00.00 45.00 63.00 00.00
109 Royalties & Permission Fees 00.00 3,827.21 3,587.55 3,200.00
110 Contributions - Centennial 10.00 00.00 1,354.04 00.00
Campaign
111 Interest & Dividends (227.14) 12,830.46 26,013.03 14,600.00
112 Gain on Sale of Assets 00.00 00.00 16,758.46 00.00
113 Annual Meeting 6,893.00 22,598.00 37,576.27 19.000.00
114 Miscellaneous (.50) 20.28 78.51 50.00
115 Total Revenues $ 15,501.26 $118,538.34 $175,238.43 $118,250.00
EXPENDITURES
General:
116 President $ 00.00 $ 178.79 $ 00.00 $  400.00
117 Secretary/Treasurer - Ballot 697.14 868.99 1,415.00 800.00
118 - Other 416.66 5,660.01 9,789.33 6,500.00
119 Executive Board 00.00 3,776.62 2.977.74 5,500.00
120 Nominating Committee 00.00 00.00 131.61 200.00
Status of the Profession
121 Committee 00.00 00.00 00.00 100.00
Centennial Coordinating
122 Council (170.32) 17,840.11 1,480.00 1,000.00
123 Dues to Other Societies 00.00 580.00 600.00 580.00
MLA Bibliography, Folklore
124 Section (Compilation) 00.00 500.00 500.00 500.00
MLA Bibliography, Folklore
125 Section (Pub. Subvention) 00.00 00.00 00.00 1,200.00
126 Annual Meeting 1,625.81 13,026.05 22,338.22 16,000.00
127 Corporate Income Tax 00.00 182.00 125.00 150.00
128 Audit, Legal & Insurance 514.38 1,648.67 2,458.42 2,250.00
129 AAAS Representative 00.00 224.99 00.00 100.00
130 NHA Representative 00.00 00.00 75.00 00.00
131 Miscellaneous 00.00 116.35 179.77 340.00
132 Subtotal - General $ 3,083.67 $ 44,602.58 $ 42,070.09 $ 35,620.00
Publications
Journal of
133 American Folklore $ 9,534.51 $ 47,025.44 $ 48,457.06 $ 48,634.00
134 AFS Newsletter 774.35 8,779.76 7,088.03 9,010.00
135 Editor - Publication Series 00.00 200.00 967.37 4,650.00
136 Subtotal - Publications $ 10,308.86 $ 56,005.20 $ 56,512.46 $ 62,294.00
137 Administration $ 3,060.60 $ 30,869.45 $ 35,349.00 $ 32,100.00
138 Total Expenditures $ 16,453.13 $131,477.23 $133,931.55 $130,014.00
Revenue over (under)
139 Expenditures $(951.87) $(12,938.89) $(41,306.88) $(11,764.00)
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