Handbook of Reference Works in Traditional Chinese Studies
(R. Eno, 2011)

1. INTRODUCTORY CHARTS

The charts in this section are composed of some basic tools that can be helpful in C511 or
generally, but which do not fit easily into the categories of course materials.

CHART 1 - LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CALL NUMBER CODES & LIBRARY MAP (pp. 2-4)

This chart notes those Library of Congress (LC) cataloguing numbers that relate most closely
to Sinological studies. In becoming familiar with the Library collection, it will be helpful if you
know not only which call numbers are most frequently encountered, but the organizational
system in which they are contextualized. A map of the O.C./O.R. stacks is included.

CHART 2 — PINYIN AND MODIFIED WADE-GILES TRANSCRIPTION (pp. 5-6)

It is sad but true that C511 is taught entirely in one of the world’s most unpleasant transcription
systems: the Wade-Giles System. The reason is that a great many important and useful works
employ this system, and it is necessary to become familiar with it. Once you have “graduated”
C511, you should be able to recognize Wade-Giles transcription without difficulty. You may
never again be obligated to employ it actively in scholarly contexts, but you will be able to
astonish and bore people by explicating it at cocktail parties, and as you age, your knowledge
of Wade-Giles will help establish you as a revered relic of the past.

CHART 3 — THE CHU-YIN FU-HAO J¥ & 175% SYSTEM (pp. 7-14)

Quite likely the best system of Chinese phonetic transcription, the Chu-yin Fu-hao System was
developed in the early years of the Chinese Republic. It is not employed elsewhere in C511, but
some resources we will encounter use it; learning it is optional, but you will benefit if you take
the trouble. It comes closer than any other system to a transparent rendering of Mandarin
phonetics, but it is not typeable, and therefore it is not generally used outside of Taiwan, where
it has a wide range of uses in education and in reference tools. Familiarity with the system can
greatly enhance understanding of the phonetic structure of Mandarin, and clarify the logic
underlying other transcription systems.

CHART 4 — THE FOUR CORNER SYSTEM  (pp. 15-17)

The Four Corner System was a popular character indexing system during the first half of the
20" century. It is ingenious and easy to use once learned (though not easy to learn perfectly).
It is used by many of the reference works we will encounter, and although there are almost
always alternative indexing methods provided for finding items in reference works, learning
this system is a great time saver, especially in certain fields.

CHART 5 - ENUMERATIVE SERIES (p. 18)

The ordinal counting series introduced in this chart were employed in texts to count items in
series. Because they may otherwise be mistaken for independent words with very different
semantic values, it is important to be able to recognize the initial items in each series.
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CHART 1
SOME MAJOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CALL NUMBER CODES FOR
SINOLOGY
AC - Collections
Chinese general ts'ung-shu ............. AC 149
AE - Encyclopaedias
Chinese encyclopaedias .................... AE 1-17
AS — University bulletins
Chinese university bulletins ........... AS 452
B - Philosophy and religion
China, general ........ccccccoovevieiieinenns B 125
ConfucianiSm ........ccocevvvvriiniieiieieen, B 127-128
TA0ISIM . BL 1900
Buddhism .........ccccevviiiiiiieee BQ
CE - Calendrics
CT - Biography
Chinese biography .........cccccceevvenee. CT 1800
D - History
Journals on ASia .......ccocevvreeiniennen, DS 501
Chinese history ........cccccvevvvivervenenne. DS 700-799
By period .......ccooevveiiiienns DS 743-777

G - Geography

H - Sociology

J —Political science

K - Law (also in 6000s, shelved before A)
L - Education

M — Music

N — Art

P - Literature

PL — Non-Western literature

Chinese language .........cccccceevvvvenenne. PL 1000 - 1400
Chinese dictionaries ..........cc.ccoovvuenne. PL 1400
Chinese literature ..........cccccocevviennne PL 2250 - PL 3500
Q — Astronomy & math
R — Medicine
S - Botany & agriculture
U - Warfare
Z - Bibliography & Indexes
Sinological guides .........ccccccevveiennen. Z 1030
Bibliographies of Asia ...........c......... Z 3000

Bibliographies of China .................. Z 3100
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East Asian Collection: Chinese (O.C.) and Reference (O.R.), Spring 2011

Elevators Elevators Elevators
99 AC 149 FE R A#E AC 149 353 €
100 —» AC 149 B E S
102 AC 149 35 R0/ NRAH <+ AC 149 EELS: £ 257 < 101
103 —» AC 149 HE —>  AC149 UM YT 104
105 AC 149 RN =4 e s BERCE R PUErEEH -
106 —» AC 149 #:=E AE fEE TS EEER A I-AN Newspapers, etc. AP 95 Magazines
107 AS 451 Academic Journals (E23f) AP 95 Magazines <

108 —» AS 451-455 Academic Journals ~ AZ Scholarly collections B Thought B 125 Chinese philosophy B127-28 Confucianism

109 BL 1900 Taoism BL Religion BF Psychology B 128 Confucianism <+
110 — BL 1920 e BQ Buddhism CD Seals CE Calendrics CJ Numismatics CS Genealogy

111 DS 701 R shE2ER gy DS 700 thEfFESE DS 500 East Asian history D History CT Individual &%& <+
112 — DS 701 Chinese history journals DS 706-8 Jf7 5 ih 3 DS 713 Archaeology

114 DS 735 [F52 DS 734 izt &Rl <— DS 733 -|-3# DS 730-31 52, Border regions  <€— 113
115 —» DS 735 [E5k ik —» DS 740 Border regions s 116
117 DS 753 HAfCH: 752 5T 75158 749 FF 748 /\§f 747 JH,Z 745 EAWEHE TA4Rg 741 52 DS 740 4P <+
118 —» DS 753  HEEfEZE BHE S DS 754 j&5{sk ]

119 DS 757 j&5(R5E o iy DS 755 #TfRsE (OF o #Eo% eraon) DS 754 58 8% <
120 — DS 757 & era DS 758-59 5 era & AR [H DS 761 ir{tshgEE

121 DS 773 [k F; — 3% 770 Boxers 765 th HE{F 764 yt4Z era 763 4 4era DS 761 ir{th s <+
122 —» DS 777 Republican China

123 DS 790 #7575 780 Border region history 778 # G st &k DS 777.55 PRC 777.54 CivilWar ~ <—
124 —» DS 790-793 #h /5 &

126 DS 798 &8 -« DS 796 %, g% 795k € 125
127 —» DS 799 &7 800 HA 900 §#[E E F G Geog. —» GA World GN Anthro GR Ethnic GT Material Culture 128
129 HC Industry HB Econ. & Demography HA Social Stats  H Social Sci Journals GV Athletics <€—

130 » HD Admin., Agr., Labor HE Enterprise HF Business HG Currency HJ Finance HN Society HQ Gender HS Secret Societies

131 KNN Legal history K Law JX #p32 JQ 1500 Exam system J Politics HV Governance
132 —» KNP Legal admin. KQK Penal system L Education M Music East Asian Music N Art
133 NK Bronzes Jade Pottery Calligraphy Crafts NE Prints  ND Painting NB Sculpture NA Architecture <+

134 —» NX Theory P Literature PL E.A. Lang & Lit. PL 1000 Chinese PL 1281 5@ fi#=% 1400 Dictionaries 1500 Dialects

Continued on next page =>
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135 PL 2250 Chinese literature journals <+

136 — PL 2250 Chinese literature journals 2260 Lit. history & criticism 2280-99 by era (general) 2300 Modern lit (general)

138 PL 2447 Epigraphy 2445 Folk 2354 Drama €— 2336 ] 2327 & 2326 HY 2324 7T 2323 5K 2321 [F 2306 = €—137

139 — PL 2448 Epigraphy 2450 Anthologies 2456 obi P60 4REL 2464 5, 2465 % 246635 2467 1 2470 EFK 140

141 PL 2533 4553/ 2531 4= 2521 48#¢ 2512 HTX 2507 57 2506 H 2504 7T 2501 47 2475 fffE2471-74 UE <€—

|
142 — AC IU[EEZ 5| AE Encyclopaedias Al ICS Concordances B & - # - {figFE BQ Taisho Tripitika DS 735 1 1E 5

144 DS 800 Japanese history <—

Chinese history DS 735 F5: <4— 143

145 » DS 800-900 [ A5, B 5 —3p G Atlases M Music N Art 146

148 PL 6-700 HAREE - L q— PL 600 HAZES:E NKEE < 147

149 — PL 700-900 H A&, i~ —p pEzEEFE PL 1400 Chinese dictionaries 150

152 Q-T Sci-Tech PN Cinema €— PL 2460 HHE{ /2 PL 1455 gy €— 151
153 —» Z Biblio. 3= A28 | #E£2{5] —» 71035 Manuals 3013 Indexes 154
— Z 7059 H-Y Concordances E.A. Bibliograﬁhies <4— 155

[Empty] 156

PL 2565 Drama Poetry 25364 157

—» Drama 158

PL 2600 Anthologies Drama 4—159

—» PL 2625 AN 160

PL 2671 Z= 4 2665 [ai{aH 2661 Jii i 2641 &5 2627 /)\ii <161

PLZ£75 HHT 2685 @i 2690 B =B JKEHE PEdEsD 162

PL 2700 Individual £%2 2698 FEA/NR <— 163
PL2727 41f#25 2732 Late Ch’ing 2740 Modern lit. 164
—>

PL 2778 5[k 2766 fiHiE 2755 42 E % PL 2754 #3H, €4—165

PL 2801 Jfie~C ZEJE 2812 [ 2823 l—% 2837 JEEFS 166

167 Contemporary literature PL 2848 Contemporary literature <+
168 —» PL 2878 Contemporary literature PL 3031 .T Taiwan literature

169 Q Science PN World literature, Translation, Cinema Taiwan literature <—
170 —» Q 111 ERFIEh R B&E2 S 2% T /KF U Military Z Bibliography

171 <4—— 0.J. Collection Z China Bibliography 3102 U/ 3101 Library Catalogues, ¥ H 1029 A  <€—

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
0.J. Collection: 171-196

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

O.K. Collection: 196-204

* kK Kk ok Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk kK Kk kK *k *k Kk K Kk Kk K Kk Kk Kk Kk K * * Kk Kk Kk K * * *x *

205—p AC East Asian Oversize Collection N N  East Asian Oversize Collection Z —p 206
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CHART 2
COMPARISON OF PINYIN AND ""MODIFIED" WADE-GILES TRANSCRIPTION
INITIALS pinyin chu-yin fu-hao  Wade-Giles Examples

-- Labials (making use of the lips)

b ) p po  fH
p 2 p' p'o iz
m m m mo x
f C f fo Gt
-- Dentals (making use of the teeth)
d 57 t te =
t = t t'e =
n Ej n ne e
I 4 I le as
-- Gutterals (making use of whatever)
g K k ko %
k 5 k' k'o %
h A h ho {a]
-- Palatals (tongue flattened against palate)®
i Y ch chi =
q < ch’ ch'i H
X T hs hsi i)
-- Retroflexes (tongue curled)?
zh Yy ch chih =~
ch 4 ch' ch'ih R
sh r sh shih F
r o J jih H
-- Sibilants (tongue against teeth)
z v ts/(tzu)® tzu  F tsung 5%
c + ts'/(tz'u) tz'u x ts'ung &
s L s/(ssu) ssu =54 sung R

MEDIALS [There are 3 medials; they may stand without an initial, without a final, or without either.]

ilyi — ilyi yi (or i) —
u/wu A u/wu wu Fal
i/ulyu U i/ulyi® yil T

1 palatals are always followed by the medials 'i' or '0'--never by u/wu

2 retroflexes may stand without medial or final, in which case -ih is added

3 tzu, tz'u, ssu are special cases

4 the umlaut over this medial may be omitted after palatals, which are never followed by the u/wu-medial
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FINALS  pinyin  chu-yin fu-hao  Wade-Giles Examples
-a Y -a a [ fa 2%
-ai % -ai ai & lai 7k
-a0 P4 -a0 ao [H] lao &
-e < -e/o® 0 52 le %% ko & che ¥
-e + -eh yeh 7. pieh HI] yueh H
-ei AN -ei/i® mei 4F shei 3 kuei 5 hui [
-o/uo < -0/-uo’ lo % so Ft kuo shuo i
-ou X -ou/u mou & shou = yu A [N.B.]
-er JL -erh erh [f
-an 5 -an/en an 2 shan = ch'ien® jij
-ang v -ang ang ¢ pang #[5 yang 15
-en L -en en & pen A&
-eng L -eng meng = tseng ig
-n [&] -n pin& yinF yunE
-ng [£] -ng ping £z ying 3% yung F

Some Wade-Giles examples (focusing on tricky ch / ch® initials with other selected examples)
cha JE/ch'az chaniifi/ch’an ZE chang 5t / ch'ang £ chao iZ /ch'ao #2 che 3 /ch'e F
chen B /ch'en B2 cheng I/ ch'eng % chi & /ch'i = chiang JT./ ch'iang 58 chiao %%
ch'ieh H chien i,/ ch'ien gij chih 2 /ch'ihiZ chinZT ching &} chiu 22/ ch’iu 3K

chiung® 2% / ch’iung &5 cho £ /ch’o 3 chou JIf/ch’ou $fi chu 3 /ch'u H chii J& /ch'li %
chuan  /ch'uan J[| chian #& / ch'llan 4= chueh 4& / ch'ueh Al chui iE / ch'ui &

chun #£ /ch'un & chiin & /ch'in # chung §

erh 1fj hsi 7§ hsieh g8 hsin.(y hsu 7 hsiu & hsiung % jan 28 je #k jen A jih H jo %5
kai 3% /k'ai i ko 7% /k'o®] kuei & lien# lug 10 = pa/\/p'afy shaf% soZ ssuld
ta A /tafth toZ%/tofif tsaiff/ts'ai 4 tse RIj/ts'e fiit tso {E/ts’o ¢

tsutH /ts'ufit tzu 7 /tZult yen= yuF yijy yuan i yueh H yun =

Hyphenation in Wade-Giles

Wade-Giles invariably hyphenates between syllables of a single word; however, different
writers will construe word units in different ways. While there are disagreements over how
specific words break, it is never correct simply to represent each individual syllable as an
independent word.

5 dentals, retroflexes, and sibilants are followed by -e; gutterals by —o.

6 after an -u- medial, the final -ei drops the ‘e’ except for kuei and k'uei.

7 labials, dentals, sibilants, and retroflex ch- & ch’- are followed by -o; gutterals and sh- by —uo.

8 -an changes to -en after medial -i- (in addition to palatal forms, cases like pien, lien, etc.).

9 ch'ueh, hsueh, etc., do not require umlaut {; this is because phonemes of the type *ch'ueh or *shueh (= pinyin
*chue or *shue) do not occur (some writers, however, prefer to retain umlaut i for consistency).
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CHART 3

THE CHU-YIN FU-HAO J ¥ & 579 SYSTEM

The chu-yin fu-hao system was designed in the 1910s, at the dawn of the Chinese Republic, as
a way of noting the sounds of Beijing Mandarin. In many respects, it is the best available
system, though it is now rarely used because it is not typeable. Nevertheless, there are three
reasons for a student of wen-yen-wen to learn it: 1) though not perfect, among transcription
systems it provides the clearest portrait of Mandarin phonology — learning it can help you
understand the phonetic system; 2) it is extremely handy for annotating texts, particularly in
vertical format, since the symbols are designed to fit by characters; 3) it provides you access to
an exceptionally useful series of editions, published by the San-min shu-chii =R ZJ5 in
Taiwan, which include beside every text character its phonetic value in chu-yin fu-hao. These
pages are a guide to the system.

The 37 characters of the system

Initial consonants (21)

Labials Dentals / Alveolar  Velar-gutterals
%N c nE 9P KT
Palatals Retroflexes Sibilants
Yy T ¥ 17 T 5L

Vowels and finals (16)

Simple end vowels Diphthong end vowels
YTttt 7N 4% X

Nasal finals

55 % L

Retroflex finals
JL

Medials

I AU

(Note: The symbol | (yi) is written — when printed vertically.)
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Phonetic category, symbol, pinyin equivalent

Initial consonants

Labials

“9 b-
54 p-
] m-
C f-
Dentals
77 d-
= t-

Alveolar/lateral

j n-

/B
Velars/gutterals
K g-

] k-

I h-

Palatals (always followed by medial/final-vowel | or U1)

L
< Q-
T X-

Retroflexes (complete syllable or followed by simple end vowel, diphthong, nasal final, or X)

¥ zh-
4 ch-
r sh-
r-

Sibilants (complete syllable or followed by simple end vowel, diphthong, nasal final, or X)

Tz
5 C-
YN S-
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Vowels and finals

Simple end vowels

Y
<

<
yua

-a

-e

-0 (following labials directly; preceded by X after all others)
-e (following retroflexes or sibilants directly, and | or 1)

End diphthongs

% -ai

N -ei

4 -ao

X -0u

Nasal finals

5 -an

L -en (reduces to —n before | X or U)
it -ang

L -eng (reduces to —ng before | A or L)

Retroflex final (stands alone only, except in northern dialect “erlization”)

JL

-er

Medials (common without initial or final)

l
X
U

-(W)i
-(W)u
-(y)u (more accurately, 0)
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List of J£ZF£F5% and pinyin equivalents

Labials

l7

A bu
b4
XY pa KT po XFH pai X\ pei X% pao X X pou
25 pan XL pen X4 pang KX L peng
21 pi %14 pie 21 % piao
2 1 5 pian 2 | & pin & | L ping
Z A pu
]
MYma rMZmo rMEme r%H mai ri\mei %mao 11X mou
Mm% man 1L men Tk mang 114 meng
Ml m r]4dme r] £mia ] X miu
M1 % mian 1] 5 min M| £ ming
MXA mu
C
CTYfa TTfo TN\ fei TXAfou
CHfan TL fen Tk fang TL feng
T A fu
Dentals
77
7Y da ¢ de 7% dai 7\ dei 57 % dao 47 X dou
575 dan %74 dang %7 L deng
21 di 471 tdie 571 £diao 971 X diu
571 3 dian 47 1 L ding
A du AT duo 7 A\ dui
77X 5 duan 7 AL dun 57 X L dong
&

Y ba 9T bo 9% bai 2\ bei “ % bao
2% ban “ L ben 44 bang “7 L beng
41 bi 41 4 bie 71 % biao
21 Fbian“ | 5 bin 4 | L bing

AYta AEte A% tai A%tao A X tou
&5 tan AAtang &AL teng
sl ti K| &tie A1 % tiao
& 1 B tian A | L ting
EAtU AATtuo A AN\ tu
A5 tuan AAL tun & A L tong

10
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Alveolar/lateral

5

J3Yna &€ ne 3% nai F\nei 3%nao % X nou
9% nan 35 nen 3£ nang % L neng
21 ni 31 4nied] Lniao %1 Xniu
21 %nian 31 5nin 3] &£niang % 1 £ ning
IAnu 3 AT nuo
2 A% nuan % A L nong
JuUunid U4 nie

hYla HEle HhHlai H\lei H%lao 4 Xlou
holan Hhilang 4 L leng

Hlli HlYla 1 tliehl £liao H—Xliu
HlFlian H1lLlin 41 kliang 4 | L ling

HAIu %H AT luo
HAFluan H AL lun 4 A L long

Huli  Hu lie

Velars/gutterals

«

KYoga ETge {BHgai \Ngei %gao « X gou
KFgan 5 gen (A ogang L geng

U Agu KAYgua KATguo & A% guai & AN\ gui
K AFGguan K A gun & AL guang  « A L gong

FY ka T ke % kai T4 kao 5 X kou
T 5% kan 5L ken T 4k kang % L keng

Ak TAY kua AT kuo T A% kuai 5 A\ kui
GAG kuan T AL kun T A L kuang 5 A L Kong

JYha “&he "% hai 7\ hei I%hao /X hou
J"% han "L hen I~ 4 hang /L heng

JFAhu T AYhua “AZThuo A% huai 7 A\ hui
I X% huan " A5 hun T~ A4 huang 7 X L hong

Palatals

Y

YUl ji YylYija Yltjie Yl &ijiao Y | Zjiu
Yyl 3jian Yl Lijin Yl ijiang Y I L jing
yuju Yudjue YyuZjuan YU jun Y u L jiong

11
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<
{1 qgi <IYqga <Il+qge <l gqgiao <1 Xqiu
{1 Bagan <1 5qin I Aqgiang < | L qing
{Uugqu <uUutque <UdFquan <UL qun < UL giong
T

TIxi TIYxia TlH®xie TI] &xiao T 1 Xxiu
Tl Hxian Tl Lxin T &xiang T 1 £ xing
TuUuxu Tuxue TUF xuan Tub xun T UL xiong

Retroflexes

¥
Yzhi ¥Yzha ¥ zhe % zhai ¥\ zhei ¥ % zhao ¥ X zhou
Y5 zhan WL zhen Wi zhang W L zheng
WA zhu $AY zhua ¥ AT zhuo ¥ A% zhuai ¥ A\ zhui
WA G zhuan ¥ AL zhun ¥ Ak zhuang ¥ A L zhong
//r
4 chi 4Ycha 4<&che £% chai 4 % chao 4 X chou
4% chan 4L chen 44 chang 4 L cheng
4 A chu 4 AY chua 4 AT chuo 4 A% chuai 4 A\ chui
4 A5 chuan 4 AL chun 4 Ak chuang 4 A £ chong
}‘:l
Fshi 7Y sha 7&she 7% shai 7\ shei 7 % shao 7 X shou
7 % shan 7 L shen 7 4 shang 7 £ sheng
P Ashu P AYshua 7 AT shuo 7 A% shuai 7 A\ shui
7 X5 shuan 7 AL shun 7 A 4 shuang
Bri ©Odre ©%rao O Xrou
H5ran HOL&ren OArang © L reng
HBXAru ©ATruo AN rui
OAFruan AL run O A L rong
Sibilants
7
Tzi PYza PEze TPHzai P\zei P%zao T X zou
PHzan TLzen Tizang T L zeng
PAzu PTATzuo T AN\ zui
PAFGzuan P AL zun T AL zong
_;

Sci tYca 5Ece THcai H%cao £ X cou
5 can HLcen LiLcang L ceng
LA cu 5ATcuo L AN cui
TAFcuan S AL cun A L cong

12
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N
Lsi LYsa LEse LFHsai Lgsao L X sou
L5 san Ly sen Lk sang L L seng
LAsu L AT suo L AN sui
L AT suan L AL sun L A L song

Vowels and nasal-finals (note that < and t do not occur independently)

Y a
Te
% ai
\ el
% ao
X ou
5 an
L en
% ang
JU er

l'yi IYya |Hye | 2yao | Xyou
| G yan | Lyin | £ vyang | L ying

Awu AYwa ATwo AFHwai A\ wei
A% wan AL wen XAt wang A ZL weng

uyu Ut yue
U5 yuan UL yun UL yong

13
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Additional Notes on the Chu-yin Fu-hao System
1) Absence of initials, medials, or finals
Some syllables involve initials, medials, and finals (e.g., §/l| Tuds ), but often one or

two of these may be absent:

1. Retroflex (¥ 4 7 & ) and sibilant (77 5 £) initials can, and often do, occur without
medials and finals (e.g., i 7; & 2.).

2. Medials ( — A W) can, and often do, occur without initials and finals (e.g., b —;
A0 7~ ub).

3. The final )L does not combine with other forms (52 JL).
4. Most finals can, but rarely do, appear without initials and medials (e.g., & # : B ).
I1) Combinations which do not occur

1. Many potential syllables don't occur in the language (e.g., *“7 U; *T | ); only about 450
syllables occur in Chinese, exclusive of tone distinctions.

2. Rules for the medial U: The medial LI can only follow a limited number of initials. It can
follow any of the palatals : Y [42 yuO+ ]; < [&<ul]; T [EzTuw ]. Other than
palatals, it can only follow % [Zz zu]and 4 [ 4 u]].

3. Rules for the medial A: The medial A isalmost the opposite of LI. It can follow anything
except the palatals. (NOTE: Either X or LI may follow the initials 7 and %.)

4. Rules for the medial —: The medial — cannot follow retroflexes or sibilants.

5. Rules for the final 4: The final4+ can only after the medials — or U (e.g., & T 1¢;#% 4
U+ ).

6. Rules for the final & : The final & never follows the medials — or uI.
I111) Some rules related to the consonant finals & and L

1. After a medial (— A W), & becomes -n rather than -en, and . becomes -ng rather than
-eng [ n 'y an N 2w 9 A0 HE 9 ADLE YuLiE <ulsl

2. In the case of the medial/final combination represented by pinyin —iong, the combination is
represented as L1 - (the diphthong -io- [Wade-Giles -ili-] reduces to LI).
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CHART 4
THE FOUR CORNER SYSTEM

The illustrations on the next two pages comprise the standard chart for the "four-corner”
[hereafter, "4-c"] system of classifying characters. (You can further magnify the digitalized
images for clarity.) Here is an English summary of the chart — we will explain and practice it in
class in due time.

The 4-c system numbers the shapes in each corner of a character and assigns the character a
number on that basis. The ten eligible digits are matched to corresponding forms in the main chart
(digit, "name of form" [useless], form(s), examples, "explanation” [useless], comments). As the
chart comments note, forms numbered 0,4,5,6,7,8,9 are multiple stroke forms. These take
priority over single stroke forms. (Form 5 is particularly vexatious in this regard.)

The corner numbers are listed in this order: top-left/top-right/lower-left/lower-right.

If a single form extends to 2 or more corners, the form number is assigned only the first time; the
other times, the digit 0 is assigned.

Where a box or "gate" radical shapes the character, the two top corners are counted normally, but
the bottom numbers are derived from the "internal” element.

The list on the right-hand page of the chart brings fine points to your attention:
l. Be careful to distinguish "vulgar" from standard k'ai-shu forms. 4-c uses k'ai-shu.

Il 1) distinguishes the two-stroke 0-form from tops that are dot-forms (3).
2) emphasizes that the box form (6) does not extend lines outward
3) if a 7-form extends to other corners, treat the extended end as an independent form
4) if the 8-form is crossed by other strokes, it is not an 8
5) emphasizes that you cannot add strokes in the middle of a 9 form

1. 1) do not try to combine independent stroke-forms

2) protruding top & bottom strokes take priority over corner elements
(& generally involve a second corner 0)

3) where the choice between intersecting independent strokes is unclear, select the higher
if on top, the lower if at bottom

4) wherever a slanting stroke and a different stroke form are possible at a bottom corner,
use the other form if it extends lower

5) at top-right, when a 2-form combines with another form at its right, even though the
2-form may be higher, use the other form

IV.  The Fifth Corner Rule: Where characters have identical numbers, a fifth number can be
added to distinguish. The form for the 5th number is selected from the protruding stroke
most immediately above the complete form used to generate the lower right number.
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CHART 5
Enumerative Series

Traditional texts, indexes, and various types of enumerated sets were counted by means of a
variety of ordinal enumerators or set-member counting terms. Of these, the “Heavenly Stem”
(t’ien-kan “KX-) counters were the most common and important, the enumerators chia 4, yi
Zs, ping IN, ding ] standing as the initial elements of that ten-member set. The companion
“Earthly Branch” (ti-chih 3<7) counters could also be used independently in this fashion.
(The t’ien-kan ti-chih system will be discussed in its root calendrical context at another point.)
Other series employed in this way were the names of the traditional rhyme categories and the
words of the “Thousand Character Classic” (Ch’ien tzu wen F5237), a sixth century poetic
text composed of exactly 1000 characters used without repetition. Because these counting
series do not announce themselves as such when used in unpunctuated traditional texts, it is
wise to know at least the first few elements of each, so that when these characters are used as
counters, you are able to identify them as such.

Cyclical Sign Ordinals Rhyme Class | 1000 Character Classic

No. X+ M=z Ordinals Ordinals

1 FH chia F  tza S VN

2 oy - ch’ou =8 i

3 P ping & yin i =%

4 1 ting gl mao < =

5 K wi & ch’én i F

6 . chi B ssl | il

7 P keng Tooowi ot A

8 3% hsin *  wel s i3

9 T jén EH  shen Ea H

10 % kuei Hooya K H

11 H¢  hsu H &

12 Z  hai X N

13 T J&

14 ES E

15 i 5]
etc. etc.




