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Historiography

« The sexual morals and behaviors of 19t century Britain were influenced by the Church, the

available medical knowledge, and the introduction of contraception.

« Medical texts, birth control pamphlets, anti-masturbatory literature



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This project examines the progression of an exploratory sexual culture into the restrictive sexual culture of the Victorian Era. I explore the role of the Church and the development of birth control. I will also discuss deviant sexual behavior.
This project uses secondary analyses in addition to popular pamphlets and medical texts published in the 19th Century.


The Sexual Revolution

« Change to procreation focused sexual culture

* Industrialization:
* Need for fertility control
* Gendered social speres
« Male dominance

e Sexual shame for women

* Abstinence



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the 18th century, sexual behavior was less restrictive and non-reproductive sexual acts were acceptable, even outside of marriage. Printed sexual literature became more common and was effective in encouraging procreative sexuality. This transformed the sexual culture into a phallocentric culture.
As Tim Hitchcock states, “The penis became the all significant organ in the creation of babies, and hence of patriarchal legitimacy. The 18th century saw the development of an obsession with the penis and of an assumption that there was only one thing to do with it.”
Along with this discourse also came anti-masturbatory literature.
The effect of the emphasis on procreation is evident with a jump in fertility rates between 1751 and 1821, after which, birth rates steadily declined. 
At this time, Britain was experiencing a period of industrialization in which children became an economic burden, due to low wages. This created a need for fertility control. Also as an effect of industrialization, gendered social spheres became more prevalent. Men and women became more separated, furthering gender norms and the enforcement of those norms. This allowed for interactions between men and women to be policed.
It is a common misconception that people were always able to control fertility with natural methods. Withdrawal before ejaculation was common during the 18th century, but as procreation was emphasized, withdrawal became lost knowledge. There is very little evidence that withdrawal was practiced or even known to be a method of preventing pregnancy in the early 19th century. That is, until Francis Place published handbills in 1820, explaining and advocating for the practice of withdrawal as a fertility control method. This began the conversation of birth control in England. The more sexually liberated French had begun using birth control and those methods were brought over to England, where they were rejected. 
The first substantive work on birth control in England was published in 1854. It outright rejected withdrawal stating, “Any preventative means, to be satisfactory, must be used by the woman as it spoils the passion and impulsiveness of the venereal acti, if the man have to think of them.”
While women’s sexual needs were recognized in the beginning of the century, this statement reflects the denial of female sexuality that had taken place by mid-century.
The industrial revolution aided this denial by enforcing subordination and shame. The changing workforce made women increasingly financially dependent on men, creating a society in which men could demand female subordination. As single mothers could not afford basic necessities, single motherhood and thus, extramarital sex, became a source of shame for women only. Sexual behavior became central to a woman’s reputation and standing in the community. 
Birth control was still not commonly used because it would ruin a woman’s reputation if it was revealed she had been using it. During the Victorian Era, it was common for women to practice complete or partial abstinence, even within marriage. Between 1890 and 1899, over a quarter of married couples only had one or no children. As women were viewed more in terms of their morality and virtue, rather than just in terms of sex, women began to pursue education and other rights.


The Church & the State

Gender roles in marriage

Contagious Diseases Acts
* Prostitution

* Police surveillance

Political anxieties

Moral purity=stable society

Social purity organizations
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The Church played a part in assigning and demanding gendered roles. The Church used an analogy-central to Anglican marriage. A husband is Christ, as wife is the Church. This enshrined a male superiority in which women must obey. Timothy Willem Jones states, “Patriarchal power and authority in a marriage was more than merely natural or historical: it was divinely ordained.”
During the 19th century, syphilis and other venereal diseases were a major cause for concern. In the 1860’s a series of Contagious Diseases Acts were passed. These were used to instate government intervention into the lives of women who were considered likely to spread disease. While prostitution was not uncommon, the common estimates of 50,000 to 80,000 prostitutes in London are misleading. These estimates included all ‘loose women’ which meant women who did not fit into what was seen as appropriate behavior. This included cohabitees and single mothers. Even  a woman talking to a man in public without her husband present was a cause of suspicion. Outlawing prostitution, however, was simply out of the question. It was widely believed to be a natural result of men’s sexual needs and a necessary sin to ‘safeguard the family’.
In the 1880’s the movement for social purity strengthened using anxieties of disease. 1885 was a year of political disruption: expansion of the electorate, the defeat of General Gordon in Sudan, conflict in Ireland, a socialist revival, and feminist agitation. Social purity tapped into these deeper fears and moral purity began to represent stable society. During this time, social purity organization emerged, with the belief that the government had a duty to use laws to promote a moral society.
The Contagious Diseases Acts were suspended in 1883 and repealed in 1886, but by that time, they had deeply affected society. The Acts required ‘loose women’ to register with the police, allowing an easy opportunity for police surveillance, typically in poor neighborhoods. The Acts resulted in more strict definitions of acceptable and unacceptable sexual behavior. Prostitutes were socially shinned and this public shame aided police surveillance. Women had to be hypervigilant of their behavior so as not to be forced to register with the police and become socially isolated. 
Despite the suspension of the Contagious Diseases Acts, prosecution for sexual offences increased considerably after 1885. This is largely contributed to voluntary organizations like local vigilance committees and public morality organizations. These groups brought closures against brothels, hunted for displays of vice, and prosecuted obscene literature. 


Deviant Behavior

» Male homosexuality

» Leshianism
* Romantic friendships

« Sexual Sapphism

* Pornography
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From 1533 until 1861, the ‘abominable vice of buggery’ or sodomy, was punishable by death. This law applied not only between men, but between man and woman, and man and beast. The purpose of this law was to criminalize non-reproductive sexual behavior, rather than homosexuality. This law was most strictly enforced in the first third of the century, in which 50 men were hanged for sodomy in England. The death penalty was not used past the 1830’s and it was officially replaced in 1861, with sentences between ten years and life in prison. The Labouchere Amendment to the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1885 classified acts of ‘gross indecency’ between men as misdemeanors, punishable by up to two years of hard labor. In the later half of the century, medical professionals began to examine homosexuality as an illness, rather than a sin or moral weakness. While this was not widely accepted, it did begin to change concepts of homosexuality going into the 20th century.
In the criminalization of male homosexuality, lesbianism was never included. Law makers thought sexual activity between women was extremely rare and most women were not away of the possibility. There were two types of relationships in the 19th century, now considered to be lesbian/sapphic relationships. The first-romantic friendships- were accepted and seen as virtuous. These were close friendships in which two women would hold hands, kiss, many would even share a bed. For the most part, these relationships lacked any sexual activity. The second-sexual sapphism- where sexual desire and activity was present. These relationships could go unnoticed and unpunished, but if revealed, it would have been seen as a sin. From outside the relationship, gendered behavior is what would lead to judgement. Romantic relationships between two feminine were virtuous and encouraged. However, women were warned from keeping company with masculine women because they could lead to immoral behavior.
By the end of the 19th century, it was becoming more accepted that medical and scientific knowledge pertaining to sex was a necessity. However, there was also a demand for pornography and erotic material. Due to the intense sexual anxieties, the authorities had trouble distinguishing professional texts from erotica. Sarah Bull states, “In the Victorian imagination, perceptions of sexual science were so deeply entangled with anxieties about obscenity that the ‘line’ between licit and illicit sexual depictions was indeterminate. The term ‘obscenity’ denoted no specific literary form or genre, or even a determinable range of content, but was instead used to describe any work that was considered to threaten the moral integrity of its readers.” Thus, even scientific works were illegal for the average person. Yet, an underground pornography trade flourished going into the 20th century.
Over the course of the 19th century, the sexual culture in England became more restrictive. The Church and the state used fear in times of turmoil to enforce moral purity and sexual restraint.
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