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YEOUL CHOI

EYE OF THE EARTH
(2023)

for chamber orchestra

1. 1 Am the Wind
2. Cosmic Dust

3. That Person Is...



Instrumentation

Flute
Oboe

Clarinet in Bb
Bassoon

Horn in F
Trumpet in C (straight, harmon mutes)
Trombone (straight, harmon mutes)
Tuba

Percussion : 3 Players

Percussion 1: Bass Drum, 5 Temple Blocks, Triangle (6”),
3 Tom-toms (10, 127, 14™)

Percussion 2: Bell Plate (Eb2), Egg Shaker, Rain Stick, Crotales (Both octaves),
Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal, Marimba (5 Octave)

Percussion 3: Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Mark Tree
Piano/ Celesta

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Cello
Contrabass
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Program Notes

My father (Minsik Choi, b.1963~), who dreamed of becoming a poet as a child, started writing poems a few years back and
completed nearly a hundred pieces of poems. Occasionally, I find myself revisiting the bumpy roads of my father's life, immersing
myself in his written works. Some days, his words evoke a deep sense of sorrow, while on other days, they radiate beauty. From the
treasury of his creations, I chose three poems that resonated with me the most to inspire this music. I thought that the perspective of
the speaker expressed in these works is similar to the perspective of the Earth looking at humans and nature. Therefore, I grouped
these three poems under the title 'Eye of the Earth’ and this work has three different movements.

In the first movement, the listener can experience windy and breezy moments that were made by various scales. As the music goes
toward the end, every instrument takes part in this windy ambiance including piano percussion, and brass and they disappear
consecutively and gradually.

After that, we can listen to the beginning of the second movement, titled ‘Cosmic Dust’. In this movement, I drew musical images
based on the words in the poem, such as the Sun, grass, flowers, and scattering seeds. The brief tutti of the orchestra, reminiscent of
the traces swept away by the wind, evokes scattering seeds. The melody, composed of three sets of the consecutive 7th intervals (C#-
D-A-B-F-G#), performed by flute, clarinet, oboe, and glockenspiel in the introduction, symbolizes the six words from the beginning of
Cosmic Dust: Mother and father, sun, moon, flowers, and grass. In this way, the second movement not only presents a visual image of
sound to the listener but also provides an emotional experience.

In the last movement, I used “dynamics” such as piano and forte, and crescendo...decrescendo to draw the process of growth of
nature and human beings in our universe. By starting only with the string sound, it will become a louder and more colorful sound
structure.

1. H& 1. 1 Am The Wind
Baeknokdam, were you well?
How did Cheonji pass your days?
Look back with clear eyes.
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Emerging as life, I grow and flourish,
Dancing, dying, and merging into the essence,
I traverse the sky on my own.
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I run alongside all living beings and into the future,
A thousand clear eyes.

2. Cosmic Dust

I witnessed
Mother and father,
Sun, moon, flowers, and grass.

Crimson mountains, verdant fields,
Crossing over,

By the serene stream's edge,

The blowing wind,

Scattering dandelion seeds.

Between all that is wretched
And all that is beautiful,

They are intertwined

So that discerning between them
becomes impossible,

From the very beginning,

The cosmic dust

Has been loving.
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3. That Person Is...

Gathered from cosmic dust, they come into
existence,

Born and grown to become human,

How could they be any inferior to stars or the sun?

Living for a moment, and dying differently,
Even upon returning to the cosmos,
That person is magnificent.

Loving humans and being widely loved,
Loving plants, animals, water, and clouds,
Loving everything in the universe he will return to.

Whether living or not, that person
Whether leaving or not, that person
Exists eternally.

This piece was performed and recorded by San Francisco Contemporary Music Players on January 5th, 2024 with the Emerging
Composers Grant Program of ARTZenter Institute.

You can listen to the recording here:
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