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Reviewed by John A.  Gutowski. 

This commendable t r a n s l a t i o n  of the  c l a s s i c  vade mecum f o r  f o l k l o r i c  l i f e  -- 
h i s t o r i e s  w i l l  not  i n s p i r e  a Finnish method renaissance,  bu t  i t  should 
add another ordeal  t o  t h e  budding f o l k l o r i s t ' s  i n i t i a t i o n .  Modern folk-  
l o r i s t s ,  following Von Sydow o r  &opp, disavow Folklore Me thodology 's 
quest  f o r  o r i g i n  and dissemination because of the  method's own t h e o r e t i c a l  
shortcomings (ur-form reconst ruct ion  and automigration) a s  we l l  a s  the  
p r a c t i c a l  insu f f i c i ency  of t e x t s  f u l l y  represent ing  both geographical  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  dimensions. Furthermore, a s  Archer Taylor 's  foreword con- 
cludes,  "today we have gone f u r t h e r  i n  fo lk lo re  s t u d i e s  and a r e  asking 
quest ions t h a t  the  f o l k l o r i s t i c  method never t r i e d  t o  answer." S t i l l ,  
l i a b i l i t i e s  notwithstanding, exposure t o  Folklore Methodology can be 
j u s t i f i e d  on the  grounds t h a t  some of today 's  quest ions cannot escape i t s  
domain. Aside from i t s  h i s t o r i c  import as- an t ido te  t o  n ineteenth  century 
monisms and a s  research  paradigm f o r  an i n f l u e n t i a l  scho la r ly  generat ion,  
t h e  book o f f e r s  valuable information about o r a l  t ransmission and techni-  
ques f o r  formal ana lys i s  which transcend the  loose  t h e o r e t i c a l  underpinn- 
ings  and the  impract ica l  goals  of t h e  Finnish school.  

I n  the  realm of formal ana lys i s ,  Folklore Methodolo& d e t a i l s  r igorous 
opera t ional  procedures which a l l  f o l k l o r i s t s ,  including s t r u c t u r a l i s t s ,  
must master before each t r a v e l s  h i s  separa te  path.  E s s e n t i a l l y  Krohn 
formulates a common-sensical d i sc ip l ined  technique whereby t e x t s  a r e  
ordered, and then separated i n t o  t h e i r  cons t i tuen t  elements capable of 
d isplaying every v a r i a t i o n  s o  t h a t  a  p a t t e r n  form can be abs t rac ted  from 
t h e  r e g u l a r l y  r ecur r ing  t r a i t s .  Folklore Methodology's i m p l i c i t  s t ruc-  
t u r a l  ana lys i s  i s  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  confined t o  p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
concerns: t h e  determination of normal forms thence the  ur-form of a  
type o r  group of r e l a t e d  types.  Modern s t ruc tu ra l i sm,  u n i v e r s a l i s t i c  
and non-his tor ica l ,  seeks the  fundamental s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  r i d d l e ,  the  
magic t a l e ,  e t c .  I n  both cases t h e o r e t i c a l  v i s ion  d i f f e r s ;  y e t  method 
remains b a s i c a l l y  the  same. I n  any case,  whether one dea l s  wi th  taxonomy, 
s t r u c t u r e ,  s t y l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  d i f f u s i o n  o r  t ransmission,  Folklore 
Methodology provides an indispensable i n i t i a l  s t e p .  
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