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Instrumentation

Woodwinds

3 Flutes (Flute 3 doubling Piccolo)
2 Oboes

English Horn

2 Clarinets in Bb

Bass Clarinet in Bb

2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

Brass

4 Horns in F (mute needed)

3 Trumpets in C (st. mute needed)
2 Trombones (st. mute needed)
Bass Trombone (st. mute needed)
Tuba (mute needed)

Timpani You would require 4 timpani heads, 2 of them probably need to be the same size, since you require both
pitches C3 and D flat3

Percussion—3 Players:

Percussion 1: Temple Blocks, Sandblocks, Slapstick, Vibraphone

Temple Blocks Sandblocks Slapstick Vibraphone o
® o ) ) —
|| = ® o ® 6 118

®
e

=

range octaves (chromatically)

Percussion 2: Snare Drum, 4 Rototoms, Crotales (two octaves)

Snare Drum Rototoms Crotales
* A /:
P ) /)
= @ V.4
L e a9
Pitch: D-flat4, F4, A4, C5 range octaves (chromatically)

Percussion 3: Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Tam-tam, Tubular Bells

Snare Drum Bass Drum Tam-tam Tubular Bells
bl -
T = =
. . L 4
Type: Concert Bass Size:24-inch
Drum
Size: 32-inch

*One snare drum can be shared for percussion 2&3.
Leave a space to set the snare drum between the two players.

Harp
Strings

Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass

Score in C.

Crotales sound two octaves higher.

Piccolo sounds one octave higher.

Contrabassoon and Contrabass sound one octave lower.

Duration: Approx. 11 Minutes
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Performance Notes

General
u - stomp
Woodwinds
flz. flutter-tongue
Percussion

The quality of the mallets will be indicated; if not, choose the medium mallets.
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Program Notes

A River of Blossoms draws inspiration from Yue Fei's renowned poem, A River of Blossoms. Over the past
two years, [ have undergone a profound ideological transformation and gained a deeper understanding of
my love and unwavering commitment to music, all amidst the challenges and hardships I have faced since
2021. I captured my thoughts in this piece. In 2022, I came across Emily Dickinson's poem, 'Hope is the
Thing with Feathers,' which explores the concept of hope. I found myself captivated by the second stanza:
“And sweetest — in the Gale — is heard — And sore must be the storm — That could abash the little Bird. That
kept so many warm.” This concept of a small subject trying to find its right spot against the wider world
resonated deeply with me. Dickinson's poem exemplifies the role of 'hope' as a guiding light amidst the
tempestuous storms of life. This idea moved me profoundly and brought to mind Yue Fei's epic 'A river of
blossoms, where 'hope' and 'goal' assume distinct roles in the hearts of individuals under varying
circumstances and cultures.

The piece starts with an upward gesture played by vibraphone and crotales with a short crescendo
introducing all the instruments followed by a decrescendo in long phrases. I then developed these long
phrases using various layers and unpredictable timbral and dynamic changes. The tumult of this opening
reflects the struggles in my life. The second section introduces prominent contrasting melodies played by
solo cello and flute, though the melodies are derived from similar materials. This section embodies the idea
of the bird against the storm from Dickinson’s poem.

The development of the piece starts about a third of the way in, alternating between short, stuttering phrases
and intense momentum. Frequent tempo and textural changes across the development further reflect the
struggle and pain I was working through at the time. The recapitulation in the last third of the piece brings
back ideas from the opening. This time, however, the ideas are more ephemeral, less easily grasped, to
represent that tenuousness of hope when we forget to hold on to it.

About the poet: Yue Fei was a famous military leader during twelfth century. In A River of Blossoms, Yue
ardently expressed his determination and unwavering enthusiasm towards his goals for the war between the
Song and the Jin, while simultaneously conveying his own powerlessness and struggle against the world.
The stomping and shouting sounds that appear in the piece depict these struggles in wartime.

“A River of Blossoms”

Raging with fury that raises my hair and topple my crest

I lean against a rail as heavy rain breaks,

I look up to roar at the sky

With high hopes at heart.

Achieving high ranks by thirty on dusty battlefields, and dusty the ranks are,
Means three thousand miles on the road following clouds and many a moon.
Never take for granted time, once hair has greyed,

There leaves only regret.

As long as the fingkang disgrace still awaits revenge;

How can my remorse be laid to rest?

We shall charge our chariots to stomp out all intruders on the Helan Pass.

I swear we'd feed on the flesh of the northern tribes when hungry,

And cheerfully drink their blood when thirsty.

The day we recover what used to be our territory,

We'd pay our respect in the direction of the Gate of Heaven.

Yue Fei (c. 1100)
Translation by Betty T'seng (2011)
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