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FORTY EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 

OF THE 

AMERICAN FOLK-LORE SOCIETY 

The Council of the American Folk-Lore Society met at the Hotel Carlton, 
Washington, D. C., on December 27, 1936 with the President in the chair. 
In Dr. Reichard's absence Gene Weltfish was appointed Secretary pro 
tem. 

The Secretary's report was read and accepted. 
The Treasurer's report was read and approved subject to auditing. 
The Editor's report was read and adopted. 
Resignations of Gladys A. Reichard as Secretary and Ruth M. Under- 

hill as Treasurer wer eaccepted with regret, and thanks were expressed 
for long and faithful service. A Nominating Committee of Truman Michel- 
son, Ruth Benedict and Melville Herskovits was appointed. 

Stith Thompson was appointed to represent the American Folk-Lore 
Society at the National Folk Festival at Indianapolis in May. A sugges- 
tion that Professor Thompson arrange for an exhibit of the folklore 
publications of the Society at the Festival was approved. 

The state of the Society's membership and funds was discussed and a 
Membership Committee was appointed, consisting of the Secretary- 
Treasurer as Chairman, Stith Thompson, and Melville Herskovits. 

The Secretary was advised to acquaint newly elected officers with 
their election promptly. 

The Council put on record a resolution of appreciation to Elsie Clews 
Parsons for the financial assistance rendered the Society during the year. 

At the meeting of the American Folk-Lore Society, December 28, 1936, 
at the Hotel Carlton, the reports presented by the Council were approved. 
The following slate was presented by the Nominating Committee and was 
elected by the Society: 

PRESIDENT, Stith Thompson. 
VICE-PRESIDENT, A. Irving Hallowell. 
SECRETARY-TREASURER, Gene Weltfish. 
EDITOR, Ruth Benedict. 
ASSISTANT EDITOR, Ann H. Gayton. 

A recommendation was considered that in future the Nominating 
Committee be appointed in advance of the meeting of the Council. It 
was also suggested, subject to the discretion of the Secretary, that papers 
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presented at the annual meeting of the Society be submitted in advance 
in abstract or in full. 

The titles of papers presented at the meeting are published in the 
American Anthropologist, Vol. 39, PP. 325-327. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GENE WELTFISH, 

Secretary pro tem. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

The membership of the American Folk-Lore Society is as follows: 
1936 1935 

Honorary members ............................... 5 5 
Life members ................................. 9 9 
Active members, of whom 39 are Memoir members .... 207 191 

Total 221 205 
Subscribing Libraries 200 18o 

Respectfully submitted, 
GLADYS A. REICHARD, 

Secretary. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Income 
From Members at large ............4........... $ 492.00 
From Branch Society, Cambridge ............... 117.00 

Canada .................. 132.00 
Permanent fund, bonds paid .................... 315.oo 

interest ....................... 66.93 
Gifts .................................... 2,090.50 
Sales .................................... 1,299.58 

Total Income $ 4,513.o01 
Balance from Dec. 1935 ....................... 1,320.66 

Total Assets $ 5,833.67 

Expenditures 
Memoir XXVIII, Boas ........................ $ 783.86 
Journal No. 188 ............................. 324.08 

No. 189 .............................. 337-55 
Memoir XXVI, Parsons ....................... 2,017.99 

Total for Printing 3,463.48 
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Editor's Assistant ............................ 350.00 
American Anthropological Assoc ................. 7.37 
Secretary's expenses .......................... 4.00 
Columbia Univ. Press, circulars ................. 72.51 
Editor's expenses ............................. 15.00oo 
Review Editor ............................. 10.43 

Total Expenditures $3,922.79 

Total Assets ................... .......... $ 5,833.67 
Total Expenditures ....................... 3,922-79 

Balance on hand $ I,910.88 

Respectfully submitted, 
RUTH M. UNDERHILL, 

Treasurer. 

EDITOR'S REPORT 

The Journal issues of this year are in press but have been delayed by 
a combination of circumstances. 

The Memoir for 1936 was Part II of Dr. Parsons' monumental "Folk- 
lore of the Antilles, French and English," Memoir XXVI, which like 
Part I, issued in 1933, was published at the expense of the author. Mem- 
oir XXIX, "Folklore from Iowa," collected and edited by Earl J. Stout 
is in page proof financed by an anonymous gift from an Iowan friend. 
A third Memoir is also in proof, Memoir XXX, Jose Manuel Espinosa's 
"Spanish Folk-Tales from New Mexico," the publication of which is 
guaranteed through the generosity of Dr. Parsons. The Society also has 
on hand an extensive collection of Jicarilla Apache tales by Morris Opler, 
which Dr. Parsons has also generously offered to finance, and Dr. Beck- 
with has offered the Society some 500 copies of each of three paper bound 
collections of Village Indian folklore collected by her and printed by the 
Folklore Foundation of Vassar College 1930-1934. Memoir XXI of the 
Memoirs of this Society was similarly made up of Jamaican material 
rebound as a memoir, and binding is the only cost to the Society. 

The editor hopes that with improvement in the finances of the Society 
the size of the Journals can be increased. A large amount of valuable 
material is on hand and publication in many cases must be inordinately 
delayed. 

RUTH BENEDICT, 

Editor. 
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