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GENUS DE;\"DROIC .\. 

D endroica l.·irens-Bl:1ck-throated Green Warbler; 
grutory. Occasionally se 11 as they pas. t.o and from their 
brccdilJO' grounds in the 

D endroica COTonata- Warbler; 
ry. Quite com mOil. 

D endroica cestiva-Y eHow Warbler; migratory. These 
pretty little birds are quit.e common, and build their nests 
ill rose bn :::hes and other trees and shrubs, close to our 
dwellings in the town. 

D endroica sltperciliosa- Y cllow-throa ted Warbler. Com­
mon. 

GENUS l\IYIODIOCTES. 

111yiodioctcs ?nitratus-Hooded Warbler; migratory. rrhe 
numerous probably of all the warblers. This bird 

mo t always attract · the attention of all who sce it, from 
the curiou contra·t of intense black and deep y How which 
1l1O::;tly characterize its plumage. Builds its nest upon low 
shrubs. 

LETOPHAGA. 

SctoplLaga ruticilla-Rcd Start; migratory. This beau­
t. ifLlI litt.le bird is very llumerous, and may be seen any 
day ill 'warm weather, pursuing gnats and flies, in catch­
ing which they are very cxpert. It builds its nest, u:;,ually, 
in the fork. of bushes from eight to fifteen feet from the 
gront1u. It arrive:;, about t.he 'first of May, and departs in 
September. 

GEN us PYRANGA. 

P!Jranrra 1'ubra-Scarlet Tanager; migratory. Arrives 
Ia -t of April. This beautiful bird is very numerous through 
all our woods. It i the only one of the genus found here. 
The Surnm r Red Bird I have never seen here. 
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FA:\IIl.Y · IIIRU~Dr~ID.'E-THE SWALLOWS-GENUS lIInt; r 

Hirundo lW1'reonl1n-Barn Swallow. This bird, so famil­
iar to everyone, is very numerous. It arrives early in 
April, and departs in the forepart of September. 

Ifirundo lunij1'ons-Cliff Swallow - Republican Swal­
low. This swallow has been quite numerous since the 
summer of 1849. During that year, for the first ti me, they 
built their nests in the count.y. Prior to that time, I had 
occa -ionally seen them passing through the county. They 
are now, probably, as numerous as any other swallow. 

Hinmdo bicolor-vVhite-bellied Swallow. I have seen 
a few of these birds as thcy pas<:ed through to their breed­
ing grounds further north. They do not breed here, but in 
the northern part of the State, near Warsaw, many of them 
build their llC t. ~. They are built in ' the hollows of trees 
and the deserted holes of the woodpecker. 

GEN'S COTYLE. 

Cotyle 1'iparia-Bank Swallow. Numerous along all the 
stream. with abrupt sandy banks, into which they burrow 
and build their nest. . They often arri vc in March. 

Cotyle serripennis-Rough-winged Swallow. Occasion­
ally seen, but hard to distingui h from the former. 

GENu.' PROG~E. 

P'I'og-ne purpurea.-Purple l\iartin. rrhese birds are nu­
merous, and a great favorite with our people. I have seen 
them as carly as the 17th of March. They generally all 
leave by the first week in September. 

GENUS AMPLLIS. 

Ampelis cedrorum.-Cedar Bird, resident. These birds 
are common. They breed from June to September. J 
have seen th ree of their nests in the town, two in J IJl1e and 
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one in Septcmber. AlIt hrce \\ ere upon shade b'ce;:, on the 
principal busine s street of the to\\ n, under which pcopl(~ 
werc constantly pa~si Ilg. 

GENUS COLLY RIO. 

Collyrio borealis.-Shrikc- Butchcr Bird. FI rqurntly 
cen in autumn and winter. In 1854, I !3aw a Butchcr 

bird flying with a Goldfinch, which it had just caught. Go­
ing in the dircction it flew, a hort timc afterward::" 1 
found it upon a small elm tree eating the bird, having Slb­

pcndcd it in the clcft of a small split elm. The idea in­
.·tanily oceurrcd to mc that the habit this bird has or 
f'ticking pieces of flc!3h and insects upon thorns and other 
:;harp substances, is done as a matter of convenience, 
enabli ng them to eat at their leisure, and sav ing the labor 
of holding them with their feet, which are ra1her fceble, 
and not fol' the purpose of decoying other birds, as many 
per'ons havc suppo cd. I have upon one occasion, myself, 
'CCIl a Butcher bird fly to a thorn bush, and take off a piece 
of a bird \\ hich it had previously stuek upon one of the 
thorns-showing that this habit, in addition to its conveni­
ence, should be considered as one of economy, enabling it 
to savE', for future wants, that which is not necessary for 
prcsent usc. 

GE:--WS VIREO. 

Vi1'eo olivaceus.-Red-eyed Flycatcher, migratory. This 
bird i::; so numerous that a traveler through 0111' woods, dur­
ing thc summer is scarcely ever out of thc sound of th ir 
,"oice::;. 

Vireo noveboracensis.- White-eyed Vireo. These lit1le 
bird are qujte common. Their nests are suspended, like 
those of the Red-eyed Fly-catcher, from a forked limb. 

GENUS MIMUS • 

.1lfirnus polyglottus.- Mocking Bird, migratory. This 
celebrated song 'ter occasionally strays this far north. I 

• 
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hayc een two or three, and have hear 1 thc song of a few 
others hrre, within the last forty years. 

M'imus Carolinensis.-Cat Rird. ~'figratory. The Cat 
bird arriv('::; about til fir t of IVlay. They are numerous 
all over the Wl'st. I h:Ave seen them in number a::; far 
north a ~ St. Paul, IVIi nn }~ota, in the month of October. It 
i: not popular on account of the habit it has of eating the 
eggs alld young of other small birds. They hatch as many 
a: three broods of youllg occasionally, though, generally, 
but t,\ 0 during t he year. 

GENU IIARPORHYNCH U . 

Harrp0'l'hyncltu8 'ru!us.-Browil Thrush, migratory. The 
Brown 1: hrush arrives about the first of April. It is very 
numerous, and the best imitator of all the thrushes except 
he Mocking bird. 

GE 'us THRYOTHorws. 

Thryotlwrus ludovicianus.-Great Carol ina ·Wren. Nu· 
merou", an<..1 resident throughout the year. 

Thryotlwrus Bewic1cii.-Bewick's Wren. Occasionally 
seen. Does not breed here. 

GENUS TROGLODYTES. 

Troglodytes aeden.- House Wren, migratory. Have 
seen but two in the county. . None breed here. 

Troglodytes ltye11'talis.- Winter Wren. This beautiful 
little Troglo<..1ytc is very common during the winter. I have 
heard it sing but once-that song was beautiful. 

GENUS CERTHIA. 

Certhia Americana.-Ameri~an Creeper. Occa5ionally 
scen, though not numerous. 
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SiUa Catolinensi .-Whiteabellied Nuthatch. This fa .. 
miliar bird is very numerou , and known to our citizell:5 by 
he name of Tom-tit. It is a perm anent re~ ident. 

Sitta Canadensi .--Rcd-bl'llied Nuthatch. TlJi;:, b ' rd 
does not reside or breed here, but is occasionally seen late 
in autnmn and winter. 

G EN S POLTOPTILA . 

Polioptila cmrulca.-Blue-gray Flycatcher. Thi lively 
little bird is very little larger than a Humming-bird. It a r­
rives early in April, and procceds immediately to construct 
its ne t. It choose for its situation a smooth limb of a 
tree, from tcn to sixty feet from the ground, not horizontal, 
but inclin ing slightly dowl1\\"ardt; ; upon thi it bf'gins it.. 
nest by placing small pieces of r chens in a circle, fastening 
them down with fibers of spider;:,' \\ eb. rrhis procesg it 
eOlltinn s until the ne ·t is of sufficient height, the whole 
'urface being covered with small pieces of gray lichens. 
But the most remarkable thing in this fabric, i the fact 
t hat every piece of lich( n is placed \\ ith its proper side 
out, ju t as it grew upon the tree-looking to a pel soll not 
famili ar with the l1e t very much like a li ehen-eovered knot. 

GEN ;:, LOPIIOPHAXES. 

Loplwp/tanes bicolor.-Tufted Titmou c. Very numer, 
ou , and seen at all sea ons of the ycar. They build their 
nests in the hollows of trees and lirn bs, often in our decay ~ 

ing apple-tree.~. 

GEN U p.l.rw s. 

Pants atricapillus.-Black-cap Titmouse. "\ ery numcl'­
Oll , and a con tant re ident. They build thei r ne,· ts jn 

small holes and in cavities of limb, fence-rails, etc., if they 
can find snch; if not, they peck out a hole in rotten tern ' 
and trees to ... uit them elv ::. The ne t is nh\ ays ncar th 
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g round. Thoug h so small, they arc t he mo::;t courageou~ 
bird::; I Imow. If you dis t urb their youllg when nearly 
ready to fly, t hey will actually dash against yom' halld if 
placed in or ill'ar t he nest. 

G E~ 1;: CA RPOlJA CUS . 

Carpodacus purpureus-Purple Finch. Frequently seen in 
willter and ~ pring. 'rhey breed in the nort.h and winter j 11 

more tern perate latit.udes. 

(iE:'\uS C RY:SO:\IITHI:-.i. 

Cltr!Jsomitris tristis-Yellow Bird, Thistle Bird. Very 
lJumerou~ and a con tant resident. Breed from June to 
• 'eptember. 

G E~US CURV I ROSTRA. 

CU1'virostra America·na-Red Crossbill. Seen here aI -
mo;:.t every winter-feeding upon sunflower seeds and seeds 
of the larch. 

GENuS PLECTROPIIANES. 

Plectrophanes nivalis-Snow Bunting. I have seen thes(' 
bjnl:, occas iona lly durillg cvere \vinters. 

GENUS PAss EnCl LUS. 

Passerculus Savanna-Savanna Sparrow. I have seen a 
few of these hird '. Rare. 

G E IUS POOECETE~. 

Pooecctes grarnine'lls-Bay-wingcd Finch. Very com-
mon in all Ollr ficldf:. Build t heir J1C~t s on 1he ground. 

GE ;>\US ZONOTRICHB . 

L.onotrichia leucopltrys- White-crowned Sparrow. They 
seem to s p(~nd the winter he re, and are seen until n ca r the 
fi r;:;! of June, when they di:sappear, and are seen no more 
t ill fall. 
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ZonolriclLia albicollis- White-throated Sparrow. Com­
mon in winter and spring. 

GJ::~US JUNCO. 

Junco hvemalis-Snow Bird. V ery abundant from Oc­
t obel' to middle of April. 

GJ-::"IUS SPIZELLA. 

SpizeZZa monlicola-Tree Sparrow. V CKy nnmerous in 
winter, keeping company with the snow birds. The habits 
of the two birds are very similar. 

Spizella pusilla - Old-field Sparrow. Very numerOU:5 
during ,'ummer in old fields, partly covered with briers, 
upon which they build their nests. They are similar in 
general appearance and size to the Social Sparrow. 

Spizella socialis-Chipping Sparrow. These social birds 
1'11'0 very nUlllcrou , appearing about the first of April, and 
rcmai ning in the fall until the appearance of frost. 

GENUS MELOSPIZA. 

jl1elospiza melodia-Song Sparrow. Resident. Very nu­
merou' both wintcr and summer; frequently making th,~ir 
ncsts among the shrubbery of our yards, and raisillg two 
or three broods during the summer and autumn. 

GENUS GUIRACA. 

Guiraca ludoviciana-Rose-brea ted Grosbeak. This 
showy and beautiful bird is frequently met with late in 
May and early .lune. I have never met with its ne, t, and 
cannot be sure that it breeds here, but, having on one occa­
sion seen the bird in August, I am inclined to believe they 
occasionally do. 

GENl!f , ' CYANOSPIZA. 

Gyanospiza cvanea-Indigo Bird. Migratory. Quite nu­
merous on the borders of our fields. Like to build their 
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nest ill fields upon isolated bushes, not often more thall 
foul' feet from the ground. I have seen a ne t on a rose~ 
bush wit.hin a foot of a frollt door of one of the residence ' 

in the town. 
GE:\ S CARDJ;\'ALIS. 

Cardinalis ViTg'inianus--Red Bird, Cardinal Gro 'bea l" 
Tbe Red bird is very abundant here , as it is in all di ·t ri ets 
of the vVf!stern country. The male is a good ,' inger, and 
on this account is kept in cages by many of our citizen<:, 
It is a con tant resident. 

GE:-IuS PJPILO, 

Pipilo ef'ytltroplttltalmus-Groulld Robin, Cbe\yink. FOllnd 
usually in thickets and about brush piles-keep. mostly upon 
the ground, and runs much more than it flies. Build ' its 11(.' . 

upon the g roun d Constant res'dent. 

GE;'\t;S DOLICIIOl\'YX. 

Doliclwnvx oryzi'Vorus-Bobolink, Reed Bird, Ortolan. 
I have occasionally seen 1bi::> bird in ou r g ra y fields in 
the la t of 1\1ay and fi rst of June, They oeea. iOllally stay 
a week or two, but never breed here to rny kno\v ledgc. 

GE TUS l\tOLJTHR{j • 

Molotlt'l'us pec01'is- Cow Black Bird, Cow BUllting. 
Thi::> 'is a very numerous &pecirs- 'een at all sea on' of 
the)' ear. It llever builds a nest of its own, but lays all its 
eggs in the neste of other and smaller birds than its 1£. 
They lay but one in each nest. I have frequently found 
t heir eggs in the nc. ts of the red-eyed flycatch, indigo 
blue-bird, blue-gray g llatcatcher, redstart, etc. When thi 
egg hatches, the young bird, being larger than the 1 giti. 
mate nestlin a ·, it crowds all the latter out of the nest, and 
remains the sole occupant, and is reared" itb labor by its 
foster parent. As soon ao::. it becomes fully grown it joins 
the firet llocl- of its kindred it meets \\"ith . These birds 
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during the latter part of summer are found following the 
cows as they feed along in the pastures, keeping close to 
t heir heads, usually some on each side, and moving as they 
movc. It is not certainly known why they do this, but most 
probably thcy do it for the purpose of catching such insects 
as the cow may scare up in her progress. 

GENUS AGELAIUS. 

Agelaius Plweniceus-Swamp Blackbird. These black­
birds are common about marshy grounds, but, from the 
:-scarcity of swamps in the county, they arc few in com par­
i 'on to the vas t numbers found in the northern part of the 
State. A few make their nests here. 

GENUS STURKELLA. 

Sturnella magna.-Meadow Lark. Rc:;ident. 'rhis star­
ling is abundant in all our meadows. Its ne8t is built upon 
the ground. 

GE:-JUS ICTERUS. 

Icterus spltrius.-Orchard Oriole. Migratory. This very 
lloisy bird is numerous. Arrives about the first of May. 

lcterus Baltimore.-Baltimore Oriole. l\1igratory. Quite 
numerous j arrivjng during the first week of IVlay. It 
breed here, building a pendulous nest, which it hangs from 
the drooping ends of long branches of trees, as far from 
the body of the tree as' possible, with a view of protecting 
the nest from climbing enemys. 

GENUS QUISCALUS. 

Quiscalus versicolor.-Crow Blackbird. Very abundant, 
arriving in l'vlarch, and building their nests in April and 
May. After rearing their young, they proceed north about 
the first of August, and return, going south in the month 
of October. 

S. G. R.-IG. 
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GEi'\US CORV US . 

Corvus carnivorus.-Ameriean Raven. The raven was 
onee numerous in this section, yet now so rare that I have 
see n but one during the past twenty years. 

Corvus Americanus.-Common Crow. Rather num er­
ous at aU seasons of t he year exeept in extreme cold w ea­
ther, whe-It they are ~eldom seen. A few days of warm 
weather in the winter seldom pa s without the cro\\"S 
maliing t heir appearancE'. 

GENUS CY ANUVUS. 

Cvanura c1"istata.-Blucjay. Tile bluejay i. the dandy 
of the corvidm f(tm ily, a nd seems disposed to show him ..:elf 
on a ll occasion. to the best advantnge. For many ycnT::; 
th ey \\" re in t he habit of 1 uilding their ne ' ts in the orna­
men tal and fruit treC',' of the to,,", n; but they are not very 
popular neighbor , for, lik e th e cat -bird, t hey rob the nc.t s 
of the ~oeial spa rrow and other small and hclplc<:s birch:. 

G E.'\US ECT OPI S TES. 

Ectopistes 11l1·(TTatoria.- \ Vild Pigeon. Still seen in large 
nu mbers, though ev idently they have been constantly dim­
jni~hil1g in numbers for the lac::.t forty yenrs, and a rc prob­
ably not half so n umerous as they form erly were. 

In the month:; of J anuary and February, 1854, t hese 
bird" roosted about h\ 0 mil es from Brookville, notwith­
standing the country i~ thickly inhabited. No one who 
did not sce th "m, or who has not f3ee n a "pigeon roost," 
ean form any adequate conception of their numbers. 

GEI\,T:5 ZE~AlllU [L\ o 

Zenaidwoa Carolincl1sis.-Turtle D oyc. Very abund t)l~t. 

A constant resident t hronghout the yc::uo. 
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GENUS MELEAGRIS. 

J.lleleagris gallopavo.-Wild Turl\ey. I can remember 
when wild turkeys w ere \ cry numerous, but it is doubtful 
whether at this time there is even a solitary individual left. 
This is not the bird from which the stock of our tame tur­
keys originated. Our pecies cannot be domesticated. It 
has often been tried, but finally they all wand r ofl' and 
become wild . The wild turkey has no wattle under its 
chin and throat as the tame species have, neither do they 
have any white featherf:. The domestic turkey originated 
most probably in Mexico or some of the West India isl­
ands, where there are wild turkeys marked \\ ith \yhite. 

FA~IILY TETRAO:,\ID.ill -TIIE GHOU~E-GENUS BONA"A. 

Bonasa 'llmbezz,us.--Ruffed (3-rou 'e : Partridge : Pheasant 
This beautiful grouse, once so numerous, is becoming rare. 
There are still a few of them lingering among t he brush 
of our uncultivated hillsides. The curious drumming 
noise which this bird i · in the habit of making during the 
brecding season in the f' pring, and upon warm days in the 
latter part of October and fir:t of No\ mber, is familiar to 
all \\ ho live near its haunt ; but thc manner in which this 
sound is produced seems to have e.~caped the observation 
of nearly every OIlC. Evcn the great Audubon, 'whose ob­
servations werc u sually so orrect, \ a mi taken as to the 
manner of its production. He ays it " beats it .. ides with 
its wing, in the manner of the dome<:;tic co k, but more 
loudly, and \vith 'uch rapidity of motion, after a few of 
the first stroke:, as t o cau:;;e a tremor in the air not unlike 
the rumbling of distant thunder." This is well told, and 

~ true, with the single exception that the bird in drumming 
does not beat its side', 

The drumming i ' prouuced ihu. : The rhea ant, sta nd .. 
ing upon the trullk of a pro trate tree, usually su rrounded 
by bru~hwood, erects hi body to its full Idght, a nd pro­
duces the drumming . onnd hy striking the convex urfaces 
of his outstretched wings togcthe1· behind his back, ju t as 
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\ve often ee boys s\Ylnging their outstl' tched arms behind 
them, so as to make the backs of 1 heir hands meet behind 
and opposite the spine. This is the truth of the matter. 
Audubon' idea that the pheasant eoulc! produce a louder 
110i e than the domestic cock, ncarly four times his size, 
by beating it small compact body with its wings, is, to say 
the least, a curious mistake. The hollow rumbling sou nd 
could not be produced in this manner. 

GENUS OrrTYX. 

Ortyx n1-ginianus.-Q·uail-Bob White. The quail is 
still rather common, but not so numerous as formerly. In 
addition to its other enemies, the red fox has recently made 
its appearance in this county, and probably de ·troys more 
of them than all the others. 

FAMILY GRUID.ill-THE eRA ' ES-GENt;S GRUS. 

Grus Canadensis-Salld-hill Crane.-I have never seen 
but three sandhill cranes in the county. 'They are very nu­
merous in the northwestern part of the State. The white 
or great whooping crane is ec.Q there also occasionally. 

FAMILY ARDEID.:E-TIIE HERONS-GENUS GARZETTA. 

Garzetta candidissima.-Snowy Heron. Frequently seen 
along Whitewater in August and September. 

GENUS ARDEA. 

A1'dea H erodias-Great Blue Heron or Crane. Very 
freq uently seen-oocasionally even in wintcr. 

GENUS ARDETTA. 

ArdeUa e.'Cilis-I have never seen but two of these beau­
tifullittle bitterns in the counly. 

GEN S BOTA URUS. 

Botaurus lentiginosus-Bittern-Stake-driver. This bit­
tern is rare' here-ha\ e seen three individuals. In the 
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northwestern part of the State they are quite nUP1erous. 
Some of the peoplc there call them Tltunde1·-pumpers. 

G E;,\US BUTORlDES. 

Butorides t:i1'escens-Grcen H ron-Fly-up-thc-Creek. 
This is by far the most numerous of the heron family. 
They breed here. 

GENUS NYCTIARDEA. 

Nyctiardea Gat'deni-Night Heron. I have seen two of 
thQse herons only. They arc rare. 

GENUS TANTALUS. 

Tantalus loculator- Wood Ibi. These large and curi­
ous birds occasionally visit the Whitewater valley in the 
month of August. Somc years ago [ kept one (which had 
a broken wing) about six weeks. In that time it became 
very tame, lcarned its llame, and would come when called. 
We fed it upon living fish, which it \\ ould swallow with 
amazing rapidity, except catfish, which required labor and 
time to dispose of. It died from having eatcn a mackerel 
which had been placed in a basin to soak. 

GENUS CHARADnIUS. 

Cltaradrius Virginicus-Goldcn Plover. Have occasion­
ally seen this plover. 

GENUS .EG(AUTIS. 

JEgialitis vociferus-Killdecr. This noi sy plover is very 
numerous, and a constant resident throughout the ycar. 

GENUS STREPSILAS. 

Strepsilas inte1·pres-Turnstone. Have seen a few· flocks 
of these birds pa Qing through thc country. 
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GEEUS PHILOHELA. 

Pltiloltela minor-American vVoodcock. The woodcock 
L5 not, nor never ha ' been, very numerous in this part of 
Indiana, owing mainly, I apprehend, to the fact that we 
have but little s\vampy lalld of thc charactcr which thcy 
fl'equellt. They arc, howcver, occasionally sccn . 

GENUS GAI.LI~AGO. 

Gallinago Wilsonii-'Vilson's Snipc. Where 'wampy 
meadow::. are found these bird may occasionally be secn 
in the latter part of March and through thc month of April. 

GENUS TRINGA. 

'Pringa 1~aculata-Jack Snipe. The jack 'nipe is not 
numcrous, though I have occa ionally seen it about pond '. 

Tringa Wilsonii-Least Sandpiper. Frequent our riv­
ers, though by no means abundant. 

GENUS SYl\lPHEl\HA. 

S!Jmpltemia semipalmata-Willet. This noisy bird i :) 
fr 'quently secn along White'water in early spring and au­
tumn. It is is a fishcr, and catches mall minnows by rUll­
ning them down in shallow water, all thc while uttering its 
shrill di scordant notes, which may be heard at the distance 
of half a mile. 

GEr\Uf' RlIYACOPHILUS. 

Rltyacopltilus soUlarius-I have frequently observed thi 
bird, though they are by no means numerous. 

GE ' ·s TRINGOID ES . 

Tringoides macularius-Spottcd Sandpiper. Thi s noi y 
restle 's sandpiper is much the most numerous of all the 
family in this region. They build their nests near the 
banks of the river, in a bunch of reeds or under a &naIl 
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bu ~ h. Their eggs are much larger in proportion to its sizc 
than those of any other bird I have ever known. 

GENUS ACTITURUS. 

ActitwrusBartJ'amz'us-Bartram's Sandpiper-Field Plov­
cr. I have scen but two of thesc birds in thc county. In 
.; ou thcrn JIlinois they are numerous all over the prairies. 

GENUS NU1\,IENIUS. 

Numenius longirost1·is.-Long-billed Curlew. V cry rare 
only olle or two have been seen. 

GENUS PORZANA. 

Porzana Carolina.-Sora. Common Rail. Frequently 
~een in spring on their way north. They breed in Kos­
ciu ko and other northern counties. 

GENUS FULICA. 

Fulica Americana.-Coot. Mud Hen. Whel1 over­
taken by storms thesc birds frequently stop in our streams 
and remain a few days. They do not breed herc. 

GENUS GALLINULA. 

Gallinula galeata.-Florida Gallinule. I have seen two 
gallinules which had been caught in the neighborhood. 
They seem to have very little fear of man, and are easily 
tamed. 

GENUS ANSER. 

Anser ltype1·boreus.-Snow Goose. Occasionally seen 
fl:ring over in their migrations. 

Anser Ccerulescens.- White-headed goose. I have seen 
one flock containing four of these geese. 
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GENU, BER~ICLA. 

Be1'nicla Canadensis.-Wild Goose-Canadian Goose. 
Seen in large flock every fall and 8pring in their semi­
annual migration '. They rarely ever stop, except they 
become bewildered during dense fogs. 

Bernicla Brenta.-Brant. Occasionally seen flying 0\ er 
when migrating. 

GENUS ANAS. 

Anas boschas.-.\iallard-Green-head. Thi s duck is prob­
ably more numerous in our waters than any other species. 

GRNUS DAFILA. 

DaflLa acuta.-Pintail-Sprigtail. Has rarely been seen 
within the past ten years. 

GENUS NETTION. 

Ncttion Carolincnsis.-Green·winged Teal. This bean­
t ifullittle duck is regularly seen here in the spring and fall. 

GENUS QUERQUEDULA. 

Que1rquedula discors.-Blue-winged Teal. This dimill­
utive duck appears here about the first of October, usually 
remaining several days. They are very unsuspecting birds, 
and easily approached by the gunners, and are therefore 
much 'ought after by "pot hunters." 

GENUS SPATULA. 

Spatula clypeata.-Shoveler Duck. This very curiously 
marked duck is common latc in April, Wh(,ll most other 
ducks have disappeared. 

GENUS ltIARECA. 

Ma1'eca Penelope.- Widgeon. In the year 1855 a few 
widgeons were shot here. This is the only instance known 
of their appearance here. 
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GENUS AIX. 

Aix sponsa.-Summer Duck. Wood Duck. Thi~, de­
cidedly the most beautiful of all the ducks, is very com­
mon along Whitewater. They always build their ncst in 
hollow trees, and never upon the ground, a is t he custom 
of all other ducks. 

GENUS F UJ.IX. 

Fulix marila.-Bjg Black Head Duck. 

Fulix affini '.-Little Black Head. Both these duck 
are occasionally seen, though by no means abundant. 

G E~US AYTHYA. 

Aytltya Americana.-Red Head. Pochal'd. But a si ngle 
instance known of their having appeared her -1855. 

Aytltya 7.:allisneria. - Canvas Back Duck. Thi .' far-
famed duck made its appearance here for the first and only 
ti'me, to my knowledge, in the month of March, 1855. One 
of them was shot by a friend, which I had a chance to ex­
amine and afterwards to taste. It was very tend rand 
juicy, but had such a fishy flavor that it could scarcely be 
eaten. I suppo::sed they had come from the sou thern sea­
coast, where they had fed upon shell-fish instead of eel­
grass, which seems to be necessary to perfect their flavor. 

GENUS nUCEPHALA. 

'Bucepltala Americana.-Golden Eye. Quite eommOl} 
in spring. 

Bucep/tala albeola-Butter Ball. Quite numerous through 
the fall and winter. 

GENUS l\IELANETTA. 

Melanetta veluetina-V clvet Duck. Numerous in winter. 
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GENUS MERGUS. 

lJ[ergus Ame·ricanus-Shcldrake. These birds are very 
numerou in Whitewater during the whole winter, which 
t hey' isit for the purpo e of fi. hing. The stream is re­
markably clear, and, being very rapid, seldom freezes over, 
but the watcr becomes cold enough to benumb the fish, 
which thus fall an easy prey to these expert divers. I havc 
known one of them to hatch amI rear its brood in this vi­
cinity. 

GENU:; LOPHODYTES. 

Lophodyles cucullalus-Hooded l\lerganser. This hand­
some little merganser is very numerous during the colder 
periods of the year. 

GENSS LARUS. 

L atus argentalus-The Silvery Gull. Occasionally seen 
in autumn and spring. 

GENUS CJlROICOCEPJlALUS. 

Cll?'oicocephalll s Pltiladelphius-Bonaparte's Gull. Fre­
quently cell all over the State. A small but beautiful bird. 

GENUS STERNA. 

Slenta paradisea-The Roseate Tern. I have frequently 
seen thi tern along the river and canal. 

GENUS PELECANUS. 

Pelecanus onacrotalus-Rough-billcd Pelican. 'rhe pel­
ican occasionally vi its u , but its visits arc like those of 
the angels, "few and far between." 

GEXUS GRACULUS. 

Gracullfs carbo-Common Cormorant. I have seen a 
single specimen in the winter. 
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GEJliU5 COLYMB S 

Colymbus torquatus-Loon, Great Northern Diver. The 
loon is frequently seen in our waters in the fall and spring. 
Those I have seen in the water were great divers, but could 
not be forced to ta ~\: e wing. The solitary cry or wail of the 
loon is, to my ear, the most melancholy sound I have ever 
heard, conveying to the mind the idea of utter hopelessness 
and despair. 

GENUS PODILYMBUS. 

Podylirnbus podiceps-Didapper. Grebe. Very com-
mon in our waters in October and November. They 
generally remain about three weeks. 

This concludes the list of all the birds of the county 
which I have observed and been able to identify. Doubt­
less many others visit this section which I have not ob-
3erved, and I have seen many which I have not been abl e 
to identify. 
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