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Bs outlined i n  t h e  f irst  sec t ion  of t h i s  paper, an iiaportant dist inguishing 
fea ture  of anthropology is its u l t b a t e  aim t o  generalize about the 
nature of man and the  human condition, i~Iet;hodologicalS.;Y, i t  s t i pu l a t e s  
t h a t  these generalizat ions must  derive from compara%ive, h o l i s t i c  analysis  
of crossc.cultusa1 data viewed both synchronically and diachronically, 
That is, any human wnik.estation, i n  order t o  be understood fu l ly ,  must 
be viewed, in a l l  i ts  complexity, against  s W a r  o r  re la ted  phenomena 
e i t he r  known t o  have existed i n  the  past  (d i s tan t  or  immediate) o r  known 
t o  e x i s t  a t  present, 

A brief  review of t h e  his tory o f  anthropology i l l u s t r a t e d  i t s  somewhat 
d ia lec t ic  progression froni evolutionism t o  d i f f u s i o d s n ~  t o  functionalism 
and f i n a l l y  t o  structuralism, and these stages were characterized a s  
t~models,ll Each of these constructs, i n  i ts  turn, illuminated a slelect 
aspect of the  hwnan condition: a l l  human var ie ty  as  i t  r e l a t e s  Lo macro- 
t h e ;  a l l  human var ie ty  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  to macro-space; soc i e t i e s  as  
dyna~aic micro-systems; and f ina l ly ,  soc ie t ies  a s  micro-sys tems with cer- 
t a in  s t a t i c  features. Currently each of these raodels ( ~ p a r a d i g m s , ~ ~  i f  
one chooses t o  adopt Kuhnfs v o c a b ~ a r y )  has a place i n  anthropology i n  
one form or  another. Crude as  our charackrizati.on nay be, it points 
out what seems t o  us a t ru i sm from a vantage-point coiirEortably gadded 
with hindsight: any models w i l l  inevitably prove t o  have ce r t a in  l imi t -  
ations, any model i s  best  viewed a s  subject  t o  amendment i n  accordance 
with new evidence, That is, they must be used wiA& discret ion,  Here we 
advocate what we might phrase the %oardinate" o r  ltcomplemnentarylt use of 
mdels. A feature  of our model, then, is the notion tha t  approach t o  a - 
field as  coa~plex a s  human experience m u s t  be multi-faceted, 

k c a r d i q u ,  we f i r s t  suggested how ce r t a in  f ace t s  of" fo lk lore  studies 
might be polished by %he use of a number of concepts of i n t e r e s t  t o  
arrtbopoXogists, and how net? face t s  inight be cut. Comersely, i n  t h i s  
portion we w i l l  discuss c e r t a i n  concepts and opportuni2;ies f o r  research 
i n  folklore which we f e e l  would go a long way toward polishing c e r t a i n  
face t s  of anthropology and help i n  shaping new ones, I n  other words, we 
discuss fo lk lore  as  a medium of a n a l p i s .  

KISTORTCAL STUDIES 

We have s t a t ed  i n  the general introduction tha t  an  important fea ture  of 
anthropology, as w e  view it, is i t s  diachronic dinension, Jn one sense 
t h i s  dimension may be consLrued a s  his-tory., And yet ,  paradoxjcally, the  
his tory available Lo anthropologists i s  of an unusually patchwork sor t ,  
s ince the  pasts of the peoples with whom anWopologis t s  most often, con- 
cern themselves a re  not well-documented i n   itten ten fom. Then too, as  
a matter of f ac t ,  until very recently anthropologists have tended t o  neg- 
l e c t  even those m i t t e n  source inalerials which might have proved useful, 
Rather, they have tended t o  r e l y  verjf heavi.&y on techniques of t h e i r  own 
devising , 



Foremost among these are, of course, archeology and i ts  close kin, hunan 
paleontology, That is, the anthropologist ordinarily pieces together 
what he can of the past using as his  raw data $he material remains of the 
people he studies, '\$hat he knows of past events is a di rect  function of' 
the quantity and quality of such material, an6 the analysts f s k i l l .  A s  
a rule, inferences are l i x i t e d  to features of the phy~5cal  environment, 
the tecbo-economic and biological adaptation t o  it; the human envbonnent 
and re la t ions  with it (e,g, trade, war, etc,); sociopLi"ctca1 organization 
and ideation - i n  r o u g m  tha t  order of re l i ab i l i ty ,  Tha re la t ive ly  
recent development of app ra lus  and techniques making it possible t o  
place cer ta in  items wi*in an absolute temporal frame with varying de- 
grees of accuracy has contributed greatly. Very frequently, too, one 
finds cer ta in  data generated by h i s to r ica l  l inguis t ics  - mainly phono- 
logical,  incidentally l ex ica l  - a valuable supplenlent, part icularly a s  
concerns those aspects of culture Least accessible to  archeology, 

A s t r ik ing feature of anthropological historiograpf.ly ( a t  Least as  out- 
l ined here) is its more or l e s s  problematic nature, Then too, it re- 
quires a great  deal of patience, e f f o r t  and care t o  derive what fre- 
quen tb  proves t o  be a minimal amount of infom~ation of l i t t l e  aub- 
stantive- value, And yet  these dilemmas are by no means exclusively endemic 
t o  anthropologists 1 ef for t s  a t  historiography - a t  l e a s t  not qualita- 
tively, They are part and parcel of h i s to r ica l  research in general, Of 
course, h i s to r ica l  data i s  neverlheless v;ital if the anthropologist 
hopes t o  generalize c o n c e r d w  broad developmental. trends through t h e  - 
a problem which goes, no'~i?adays, under t h e  rubric ttculture changemi1 The 
precision of such generalizations is a d i rec t  function of the accuracy 
~ 5 t h  which he can make h i s to r ica l  iderences ,  Hence the question is one 
of how t o  improve these inferences, Were the anthropologist able t o  
utXLiae the additional data l a t e n t  and potential17 derivable from ordl  
tradition, he ~rould  have added a valuable tool  t o  his  k i t ,  

Jan Vansina has made substantial  progress towrds  errsuriw "che success 
of jus t  such effor ts ,  His bonk Oral Tradition, a s  i ts sub t i t l e  s ta tes$ 
is essen t ia l ly  a work i n  methodology, 1% provides an array of proposi- 
tions which may very well enable those interijsted i n  o ra l  t rad i t ion  t o  
extract  whatever relevant data may be: preserved there w i t h  a of 
r Though Vansinaas propositions wU1 probably be revised and aug- 
mented once they are  put into systen~aLic use, i t  seem8 worthwhile t o  c i t e  
several which seem. representative by way of i l lus t ra t ion ,  The follow- 
a re  paraphrcsedr 

Transmission i s  l i k e l y  t o  be more accurate if t radi t ions  
consti tute esoter ic  knowledge, privy of some special  
group, ra ther  than a par t  of the public domain, Among 
the Inca, f o r  example, historians were carefully selected, 
trained, examined and supervised by the goverment , 
While it i s  t rue  tha t  o f f i c i a l  h is tory tends t o  be subject 
t o  greater  d is tor t ion than private history, what d is tor t ion 
there 5s tends t o  be more systematic, 

Fixed-tcxt testimony i s  l i k e l y  t o  bs more re l iab le  - 
e s p a c i d l y  when it is supplemented by l i ngu i s t i c  o r  
mechanical mnemonic aids and when it i s  both learned 
and distr ibuted %n conventionalized soc ia l  contexts - 
than textFmony in  which the bearer has wording-options, 
etc. 



(Speaking of free-texts) "Only persons in teres ted  i n  
doing s o  transmit them, and since they a re  texts de- 
signed t o  teach, enter ta in ,  o r  edify the  l i s t ener ,  
those interested i n  transmitting then are  persons of 
eutstanding intel l igence and f u l l  of a r t i s t i c  t a len t ,  
A person of t h i s  kind has a strong personality,  More- 
over the  amount of i n t e r e s t  he can arouse i n  h i s  
audience largely  depends on the way he t e l l s  the  s t o r y  
and on the individual t w i s t  he gives it," (p, 109) 

Memory f a i l u r e  is a primary source of d i s to r t ion  fn the 
transmission process, The magnitude o f  its effec ts ,  f o r  
any given ac t ive  bearer, may be roughly assessed by col- 
l ec t ing  the  same t ex t s  from him on d i f fe ren t  occasions and 
comparing them, It is sometimes possible t o  estimate 
both the amount and kind of d i s to r t ion  t h a t  he introduces, 

These propositions require tes t ing ,  of course, and the pos s ib i l i t i e s  a r e  
not s o  l imi ted  as they might appear, For instance, w i n g  ident ica l  s e t s  
of methodological propositions as t h e i r  guides, analysts  might indepen- 
dently fnLerpret a s ingle  given body of da ta  and then compare t h e i r  re- 
sults i n  order t o  determine which phases of inference a re  not well- 
controlled by the propositions, Then too, as Vans ina himself suggests, 
in terpre ta t ions  based on o r a l  t r ad i t ion  may often by checked against the 
findings of archeology, h i s t o r i c a l  l ingu i s t i c s ,  physical anthropology, 
against  in terpre ta t ion  f a r  a historLcally re la ted  se t  of events of a 
d i f fe ren t  people using an en t i r e l y  d i f fe ren t  body of data,  and against 
whatever written evidence may bear (however indi rec t ly)  on the events i n  
question, Additionally, re-studies of the same problem might be done in 
order t o  see something of the e f fec t s  of elapsed time on the h is tor ian ' s  
interpretat ion.  These are,  of course, only a few sf the poss ib i l i t i e s ,  
and so far as we know not a l l  of  them have been explored, Louis Dupree, 
though, has interpreted the disasterous Br i t i sh  r e t r e a t  from Kabul both 
m t h e  bas i s  of Br i t i sh  records o f  the event and on the bas is  o f  the mraT 
t r ad i t ions  col lected from the Afghans whose forbears l ived  along the  route, 

There I s  ye t  another aspect o f  Vansinags treatment t h a t  seems t a  us very 
promls Lng : 

Cultural  values colour testimonies i n  three main ways. 
Through the  medium of the f i r s t  informant, they determine 
the choice of what events t o  record and the signif icance 
attached t o  them, %rough the medium of ce r ta in  cu l tu ra l  
concepts, chiefly thass  concerning t b , e  and h i s t o r i c a l  
development, they d i s t o r t  chronolog;)~ and the h t s t o r i c a l  
perspective, Lastly, they make testimonies conform t o  
cu l t u r a l  ideals ,  thus turning them into examples t o  be 
followed, All these are unconscious processes,,,the 
most potent o f  a l l  the influences which tend t o  make 
testimonies in to  a mirage far removed from rea l i ty ,  (p. 108) 

In  regard t o  the first, he points out, a man may consider cer ta in  aspects 
of an event shamefril, uninteresting o r  unimpartant and so omit  mentionfng 
them, I n  regard t o  the lat ter ,  pas t  time may be considered perhaps a 
golden age or a dark age and be thus reinterpreted,  With regard t o  the 
middle class of factors:  flhistorical. developmsnttl may be understood as, 
say, a progressive, regressive cllr recursive process and the f a c t s  dis- 

-- - -- -> 



1 t o r t ed  accordingly, "Time" may be measured, f o r  example, ecoXogically 
1 (e ,g, seasons, c e l e s t i a l  phenomena, movements of animal populations), 
I 
I 

sociological ly (e  ,g, periods between markets, reigns of kings, generat ions, 
ate.) or  i n  terms of periods (e,g, ex i l e ,  chaos, wandering of a people). 

I "Historical  t ruthT8 may be in terpre ted  variously: @.go what is accepted 
by the majority of people, what is t o l d  one by h i s  ancestors,  

What is suggested, then, is t h a t  a people's concepts and perceptions of  
t h e i r  own h i s t o ry  a r e  l i k e l y  t a  be unique and profoundly a f f e c t  the con- 
t e n t s  of t h e i r  o r a l  t r ad i t ions ,  Vansinats recornendatfan is t h a t  the  
inves t iga tor  enquire in to  these concepts - of t ine ,  of the past ,  of 
h i s t o r i c a l  t ru th ,  and any others  which may seem relevant  - in  order  t o  
gain some understanding of the  more o r  l e s s  systematic d i s to r t ions  these  
a re  l i k e l y  t o  engender, 

Along s imi lar  l inea ,  Sturtevant  suggests t h a t  it may be f r u i t f u l  t o  wr i t e  
two separate h i s t o r i e s  of a given peoplar an rtethnohistory," an e t i c  
history,  an account of t h e i r  past  as Western observers would view it, 
focusing on "what a c tua l l y  happenedv; and a ttfoXk history," derived 
emically, an account of t h e i r  past a s  they themselves view itF I n  an 
elaborat ion o f  t h i s  idea, Hudson suggests t h a t  a f u l l  fo lk  h i s t o ry  would 
include not only what the  pesple consider the event-content of t he  past, 
but a l so  an account of whatever concepts they u t i l i z e  i n  conceiving t h a t  

I past,  

FoXklorists, it would seen, ,are i n  an exceSlent pos i t ion  t o  conduct t h i s  
kind of emfc research, But of what s ignif icance would t h i s  be? Twofold, 
a s  we see  it: 

1) Certain anthropologists,  l i k e  Hudson, wonder t o  what degree 
the  behavior of people i n  present-time can be understood without an under- 
standing of how they view t h e i r  pa s t  and fu ture ,  and themselves i n  r e l a t i ~ n  
t o  pas t  and future. Even passing thoughts In  milennial movements, nativ- 
ist i c  novanents and even of current A f  m-Amer ican e f f o r t s  t o  furnish them- 
selves with e '!newft h i s t o ry  should convince one t h a t  the question i s  by 
no means id le ,  

2) There is a growing awareness of the f a c t  t h a t  in terpre ta t ions  
of h i s to ry  and a t t i t udes  toward it r e f l e c t  pa t terns  of s o c i a l  organization, 
Vansina, as a matter of f a c t ,  goes so  f a r  a s  t o  pos i t  corre la t ions  be- 
tween ce r ta in  kinds of  h i s t o ry  and the  kinds of soc iopo l i t i ca l  organiltation 
(pp. 171-3). This r a i s e s  questions l ike :  What place do h i s t o ry  and con- 
ceptions of h i s to ry  hold i n  soc i a l  l i f e ?  Is it possible,  fo r  instance, 
t h a t  i n  c e r t a i n  c i r c w t a n c e s  pa r t i cu l a r  conceptions might be highly adap- 
t i v e  o r  d isas t rous ly  maladaptive? Nhy the  conf l ic t ing  truisms: ithis t o ry  
is bunk" vs, I1ignorance of h i s to ry  condem~s a people t o  repeating the m i s -  
takes of the  past tf?  

Questions such a s  these have received even less a t t en t ion  than the  pro- 
blems assoclated with ext rac t ing  histor ' ical  f a c t  from o r a l  t r ad i t ion ,  
This may. be p a r t i a l l y  due t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  u n t i l  ver7 recently it was not 
bel ieved t h a t  concepts, per  se,  could be sy s t ema t i cd ly  invest igated and 
described, One could gain an  understanding of such concepts, but such an 
understanding would have t o  remain e s sen t i a l l y  uncommunicabla and no twa 
inves t iga tors  might reasonably be expected t o  a r r i ve  at  iden t i ca l  under- 
standings, Essent ia l ly  the  only avenues toward forming such urderstandfngs 
were a thorough (i.e, long-tern) f ami l i a r i t y  with the l i v e s  of the pebple 
and an int imate knowledge of t h e i r  language - preeedures which Vanslna 
e rnpha t i ea l l~  advocatas. 



A re la t ive ly  new procedure is developing, however, Called 'tethnosc'iencelt 
(see S tur t  evant , Frake ) or  "formal semantic analysisn ( see ~assgrande)  , 
it is a (more or l e s s )  emic technique f o r  e l i c i t i n g  and depicting mean- 
in s ef items r f  vocabulary, an objective eschewed by descr ipt ive  w u i s t s  
&he past. Whatever r igor  it possesses - and this var ies  according t o  
de ta i l s  of procedure - depends largely  on 1)  the f ac t  that language "en- 
codesm or marks many - though not a l l  - of the meanings which are impor- 
t an t  t o  people, and does t h i s  i n  a f a i r l y  systematic way, and 2 )  the  pro- 
cadures f o r  e l i c i t i n g  these meanings a re  overt, bringing one somewhat 
nearer t o  the idea l  of "rep1icabilityfl i n m d w o r k  - so t h a t  researcher 
A can get the same r e su l t s  as researcher 3 by doing what B did, 

Linguistic symbols rccur i n  s t ab l e  dis t r ibut ions  re la t ive  t o  one another, 
and ?he resul t ing re la t ions  between words may be expressed as l og i ca l  re-- 
lations, One s o r t  of log ica l  re la t ion  is inclusion, the  most thoroughly 
tnvestf gated by ethnoscfentists  t o  date. Stated simply, f a r  most readers 
the words "motherH and "fatheru are re la ted  t o  itparentfl by fnclwlon,  as 
is "parentI1 t o  I1relative," A fakher tt is a kind of?! (inclusion) parent, 
a parent "is a kind ofq1 re la t ive ,  For most readers, anyone referred to  
as "fatherw could a l so  be called a llparentft o r  a nrelat iven;  but  not 
everyone cal led a tkelativefl could be called a lfparent,tf a "motherH o r  a 
llf at)ler,ll 
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In other words, in  a l l  contexts where a given word can meaningfully occur, 
a l l  those higher than it i n  the  taxonomic hierarchy can a lso  - but nirL 
a11 those lower than it. Since it is the case t h a t  the contexts i n  which 
e i ther  "motherM or  tlfather" can occur, taken together, exhaust the  con- 
texts  in  which Itparenttt can occur, it may be said t h a t  ttmotherll and 
"father1@ const i tu te  a contrast se t ,  A s  an sthnoscientist ,  one would ask 
questions l i k e  "1s a mother a kind of parent?" ., .nYesr; "1s every parent 
a mother?". . , " N S , ~  By applying a technique known as  cemponential analysis 
(see Goodenough), the  ethnoscientist  can determine the s ignif icant  dif- 
ferences t ha t  distinguish members of contrast  sets from one another - 
tFWhat is the difference between a mother and a father?!" and the  sim- 
i l a r i t i e s  whtch qualify them as  members of the  same s e t  - ''What is the  
difference between a parent and an uncle?" - f o r  any speaker who uses the 
set ,  For the present purposes, ethnoscience may be defined as a tech- 
nique fo r  discovering and specifying the nature of contrast  sets .  

Might it be possible t o  research concepts o f  h is tory in such a manner? We 
learn, fo r  instance, t h a t  the Nunamiut Eskimo dist inguish three  stages of 
history, each of whkh is named, Me know, too, tha t  c r i t e r i a  used i n  
judging the c r ed ib t l i t y  of any event, f o r  the Nunamiut, d i f f e r  according 
to the stage i n  his tory during which it is said t o  have occurred. Be- 



yond th i s ,  the Munamiut say t h a t  t he  kinds of implications an event has 
fo r  t h e i r  l i ves  a t  present depends upon the stage in  h i s to ry  t o  whhh it - 
belongs, Similar ra ther  super f ic ia l  data e x i s t  f o r  a var ie ty  of other  
peoples, One cannot help but wonder, as an anthropologist, how these con- 
cepts am re f lec ted  Sn t he  h i s t o r i c a l  o ra l  t rad i t ions  of the  Nunamiut, 
and what s o r t s  of implications they have for t h e i r  soc i a l  behavior i n  
general, Would ethnoscience be of help  i n  fur ther  defining these stages 
of history? Since np one has addressed any of these tssues, we can only 
speculate, 

STRUCTURAL STUI3IES 

A technique very much analagous t o  ethnoscience may be applied t o  items 
of folklore such as narratives,  This is, a t  l e a s t ,  what the work of such 
investigators as Vladimir Propp and Claude Levi-Strauss would seem t o  
Lndicate. They do not confine themselves t o  discovering categories which 
are named, however, The occasion f o r  t h i s  s o r t  of analysis is famil iar  
t o  collectors of fo lk lore  within a given genre: confronkatian with items 
c/f folklore which d i f f e r  from one another i n  respect  t o  a v i r t u a l  myriad 
of de ta i l s ,  yet  a r e  qu i te  s imilar  - a t  times seeming ident ica l  - i n  v i r tue  
of certain hard-to-deltneate "patternsH they have in common, 

Certain observations made by Lord i n  Singer of Tales elucidate the  source 
of the f o l k l o r i s t ' s  d t l e m a  i n  par t ,  Gollecting heroic epics i n  Serbia, 
he reports t h a t  h i s  informants a re  conscious of the  f a c t  t h a t  they do not 
carry about " in  t h e i r  headsn highly deta i led,  spec i f i c  whole narratives,  
Their repetory, ra ther ,  consis ts  of a wide var ie ty  of highly detai led,  
specific components of narra t ives  which they proceed t o  assemble or  re- 
combine o n e  occasion of any par t icu la r  performance, For example: 
having selected the lltherne~l l 'captivity and escape" from an array a f  themes, 
they m u s t  then determine whether t o  expound it i n  terms of a rescue, a 
return from exi le ,  a wedding, o r  t he  capture of a c i ty ;  having selected,  
say, rescue, the singer must then s e l e c t  a par t icu la r  s to ry  of rescue f rm 
among the several  a t  h i s  disposal; and f i n a l l y  has several  options as t o  
which pa r t i cu l a r  hero he wishes t o  have ac t  out t ha t  story. For the sake 
of the argument, t h i s  account is exaggerated somewhat toward the  mechanical, 
of course, 

In  attempting t o  analyze t h i s  process the investigator must abst ract  from 
ths  texts  o f  spec i f ic  performances, Re m a y ,  f o r  example, encounter a 
t a l e  i n  which so-and-sots cow is destroying a maize f i e ld ,  and may char- 
acterize the action on t h a t  l eve l ,  Taking in to  account a wider range of 
texts he may f ind  incidents i n  which other s o r t s  of animals a re  destroying 
other s o r t s  of crops o r  even the  same crop, and then characterize these 
instances as well as the  or ig ina l  one he encountered i n  a category of 
actlion "animals do crop damage.'' Expanding h i s  corpus t o  include yet  a 
wider varie ty  and greater  number of t a l e s  he may chuose t o  c l a s s  the  in- 
stances i n  uanhals do crop damageu (including those in  18cow damages 
maize f i e ldn)  i n  a yet  more comprehensive category called,  perhaps, 

The instances included i n  any given category a r e  grouped 
together i n  v i r tue  of the f a c t  t ha t  they may a l l  occur within identZca3. 
contexts on d i f fe ren t  occasions, h%at one has, f i na l ly ,  is several  l eve ls  
of categorization which presumably r e f l e c t  the  categorisgng processes 
of the active bearers of t he  t a l e s  and of t h e i r  audiences, held i n  com- 
man by them, 

In  delineating such pat terns  of s u b s t i t u t a b i l i t y  one is, i n  fact ,  de- 



f ining cer ta in  un i t s  of  narra t ive  meanhg, m e  f ac t  t ha t  t h i s  is gos- 
sible led Propp, fo r  exmple,  t o  a s s e r t  that a l l  Russian fo lk ta les  were 
patterned variat ions of a s ing le  t a l e  form, He fu r the r  asser ted t h a t  f t  
was possible t o  write rules which would enable one t o  transform a s e t  09 
categories a t  a very general l eve l  ( "cap t iv i ty  and escape," - 
f a r  abstracted from the spec i f ics  of Individual t e x t s  - i n to  ac tua l  per- 
fomnce- lex ts  col lected i n  the  f i e l d ,  It would seem, judging by Lord 
and Parryfs  evtdence, t h a t  informants themselves possess such r u l e s  on the  
occasion of any given r e c i t a t i o n  - o r  a t  l e a s t  ac t  i n  such a way t h a t  
%hey may be described i n  terms of such ru les ,  

Anyone fami l ia r  with transfomnational g ramla ,  as  applied i n  l i ngu i s t i c s ,  
w i l l  recognize its contours i n  those of the  model Jus t  presented, 
mere genera l i~ed ,  abs t r ac t  categories would be t e m d  components of  deep 
structure, operant a t  t he  l eve l  of competence. This level. is then r e l a t ed  
t o  the  other l eve l s  i n  t he  categorization schme via ce r ta in  rules of 
transfornation. The more concrete, specif ic ,  smaller categories - cons- 
t i t u t i n g  the surface s t ruc tu re  a t  t h e  performance l e v e l  of human behavior - 
may be generated by applying the  rules t o  t h e  categories of deep struc- 
~ W B  c 

Perhaps even more in te res t ing  features  of the  formulation provided by" 
happ and L*rd and Parry, a s  we see it, are: 1 )  t he  nmber of categories 
a t  what we will now term the deep s t ruc tu re  l eve l  ef t h e i r  analyses appear 
t o  be f i n i t e  i n  number, though no s ing le  performance manifests them al l ,  
and 2) the order of presentation of these categories i s  iden t i ca l  i n  dl 
performances, 

The inplications of findings such as these as concerns the  po ten t ia l  con- 
tr ibution of folklore  s tud ies  t o  a n t h r o p o l . ~ ~  are considerable, The 
question s h p l g  put,, is th5.a: what s ignif icance do these deep-structure 
categories have f o r  the people who share them? IJhatever the nature of  
tha t  significance, it would cer ta in ly  seen t o  be profound i n  l i g h t  of the  
pervasive and systematic manner i n  which they are  represented. More 
specifical ly,  for  example, could fu r the r  research on t h i s  bas i s  t e l l  us 
anything about t he  cognitive content and pwcesses  of these people? For 
a s t a r t  one might w i s h ,  t o  enquire whether o r  not people are aware they 
exis t ,  whether o r  not they can verbal ize  about them, If so, what do they 
perceive as t h e i r  r e l a t i on  t o  other aspects of t h e i r  l i ve s?  

If not, then what? A start m i g h t  be the inspection a f  o ther  genres i n  
order t o  determine t h e i r  deep s t ructures ,  then t o  compare then with one 
another and with t h a t  of the folkta le .  Another gambit might be an e f f o r t  
t o  correlate aspects of surface s t ruc ture  var ia t ion with aspects of t he  
performance-contexts i n  which the genres occur - What might motivate t he  
performer t o  render the  generic fo lk t a l e  deep s t ruc tu re  i n  one manner o r  
another? The bearer" own experience with various surface  s t ruc tures  of 
the genre, whom the man learned the tale from, h i s  re la t ionships  t o  the  
various people in the audience, h i s  knowledge of t h e i r  preferences, his 
own preferences, on-the-spot audience reaction t o  h i s  rendition, the  
versions offered by himself or o ther  bearers during the  session or whkh 
he expects t o  be rendered before the session is finished? Ln short,  a l l  
manner of variables and topics  might be studied i n  t h i s  context - par- 
t i cu la r ly  small group interact ion (a  favor i te  pursu i t  of s o c i a l  psycho- 
logists: Brown, 656-708) and a rapidly  growing f i e l d  known as praxaologg, 
the science of decision-making (a mathematical theory, f a r  any of' you 
who may be prone, see: Edwards, Kaufmann). 



The LmmadiateZy foregoing has concerned only the  s o c i o c u l t u r d  condition 
of the Russian folk i t s e l f ,  One might well en te r  the cross-cultural  arena, 
and consider what such a formulation might be able  t o  8gv about the  re- 
la t ion  of folklore  t o  human cognitive and soc i a l  organization i n  general, 
For example, i f  t h e  same o r  an overlapping s e t  of such deep-strmcture 
categories were found in  some group bearing no known historico-genetic 
relat ionship t o  t h e  Russian fo lk  one would be v i r t u a l l y  impelled t o  en- 
quire what aspects of experience they have i n  common - especia l ly  i f  the  
surface s t ruc tures  i n  the  two areas were not equally congruent, It 
being something of a truism i n  h i s t o r i c a l  l t ngu i s t f c s  t h a t  deep-structure 
features a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  l e s s  susceptible t o  diffusion than a re  those of 
surface structure.  

Then, again, ff a comparative study under such circumstances turned up 
no such congruence, one might follow Levi-Strauss and take the view Wlat 
Propp's analysis  simply had not penetrated deeply enough - t h a t  a t  y e t  
more general l eve l s  congruence might appear, If such were the  case t h i s  
would document t h e  pan-human existence of ce r t a in  s ign i f ican t  dimensions 
of contrast which a r e  now only hypothetical: space (here-there); time 
(remembered-ant ic ipated)  ; number (one-many, more-less) ; di rec t ion  (up- 
down, before-behind, r igh t - le f t  ) ; boundary ( conf ining-excluding, open- 
closed); i den t i t y  ( s e l f  -other); af  f i l i a t i o n  (one-of-us, one-of-them, us- 
them) ; biology (old-young, male-female, f e r t  i l e - s t e r i l e )  ; value (approach- 
avoidance, pleasure-pain, good-bad) * Xarrat  ive  forms seem a ra ther  ap t  
medium in  which t o  study a problem l i k e  this because, by def in i t ion  as 
we understand It, such forms must involve what ( fo r  want of b e t t e r  t e rns )  
mlght be ca l led  an increase i n  tttensionlt folloned by s decrease, In- 
teres t ing var iables  might be the degree t o  which the polar  extremes are 
depicted c lear ly ,  whether they c lash o r  a re  csmplementary, whether they 
do so only sporadically o r  continllally i n  the  fo lk lore  of a given people, 
L i t t l e  is known of the  r e l a t i ons  of such dimensions of contras t  t o  human 
behavior, I f  f o l k l o r i s t s  could shed any l i g h t  on such questions t h e i r  
services would be very welcome. 

Then too, there  is an aspect  of the s t ruc tu ra l  problem which we, at  least;, 
find quite perplexing, In  Proppts formulation, categories a t  the  deepest 
extreme occurred i n  a f ixed  temporal sequence, while those a t  t he  surface 
did not, What implications does t h i s  f a c t  have? Is it only an a r t i f a c t  
of Propp's analyt ic  methods, an attempt r e c t i f y  the belief: of li!estt3rndrs 
that  time is unidirect ional  and i r revers ib le ,  t h a t  a l l  events must be 
located i n  time discrete ly?  

FUNCTIONAL ST'UI)ES 

The primary question toward which t h i s  portion of the paper is d i rec ted  
might be phrased: idhat can functional  s tud ies  c la r i fy ,  using folklorift 
as our medium of analysis? W i l l i a m  Eascom has given us a valuable s m r y  
as a basis  on which t o  work (and John L, Fisher ' s  a r t i c l e  ra iaes  es- 
sent ia l ly  the same points) :  

1 )  escape (wish-fulf illrnent, compensation) from the res- 
-s imposed by nature, soc ie ty  and human biology (p. 290) 

2) education, i n  t h a t  it contains "prac t ica l  rules for  t he  
guidance of mantt (pa 293) ,  "deta i led descriptions of  
sacred r i t u a l ,  t he  codified b e l i e f  o r  dogma of the  
re l ig ious  systemu (p. 29b) and may of ten serve as "a 
didac t ic  device t o  sharpen the  wits of young childrenm 
(3. 2%) 



3) validation of culture,  "a pragmatic char ter  of primitive 
Fa i th  and moral wisdom1' (p. 292) 

k) soc i a l  control ,  ac t ing to' e i t h e r  discourage o r  encourage 
cer ta in  ways Gf behaving and fee l ing ,  whether in te r -  
nalized by- the ind iv idG1 or  applied- t o  him by others f p. ?%&) 

Bascom also mentions "musementtt (p, 290) as a function of folklore ,  but 
seems t o  dismtss it a s  superf ic ia l ,  and Fisher does not menkfon it a t  
all. In par t icular ,  Bascom !&plies t h a t  t h i s  function has too often served 
as a simplifLed answer t o  a very complex question: How can one explain 
the f ac t  t h a t  fo lk lore  is a universal  phenomenon? To what features  of 
folklore and of human betngs, may we r e f e r  i n  attempting t o  account fo r  
i ts  pervasiveness? 

A t  a theoret ical  l eve l  the  func t iona l i s t s  phrased the  questions above: 
What functions does fo lk lore  serve i n  human society? What are i ts  pur- 
poses, what needs does it sa t i s fy?  A s  we have seen, questions phrased 
i n  t h i s  manner tend t o  generate propositions of the  form: The function o f  
A i s  such-and-such. As it has been practiced, functional  inquiry does 
not go beyond t h i s  point. In e f fec t ,  i ts answers have been terminal. 

On the other hand, a t  the  l e v e l  of methodology, the  func t iona l i s t  questions 
have caused invest igators  t o  notice the consequences of folklore,  and t o  
define its e f f e c t s  an people's l ives ,  I n  conducting this search f o r  sf- 
fects,  functional  s tudies  have had the  very f e r t i l e  and sa lu ta ry  tendency 
t o  reveal - t o  one degree or another - the  frequently sub t l e  in te r re la t ions  
among the diverse elements of any sociocul tural  order, But these in te r -  
relations have been of r e l a t i ve ly  1 i t t l e  moment when it comes t o  the s ta te -  
ment of research resu l t s ,  

Even though functional  s tudies  as or ig ina l ly  conceived have more or l e s s  
exhausted t h e i r  potent ia l ,  it would seem t h a t  t h e i r  products might serve 
as a valuable baseline f o r  fu r the r  inquiry, We might ask questions of two 
Sor t s :  F i r s t ,  in  any given case, how is the functton at hand accomp- 
lished? Second, considering any p a x c u l a r  function, i n  what does it con- 
sist,,.what is its nature? 

In th i s  section of our paper we w i l l  attempt t o  demonstrate t h a t  folk- 
lore  may prove an appropriate medium of analysis  f o r  pursuing both kinds 
o f  questions, For any s ingle  function, a t  the ~ u t s e t  a t  l e a s t ,  our la& 
of any suf f ic ien t ly  abst ract  concepts w i l l  make it impossible t o  present 
the answers i n  ana ly t i ca l ly  d i s t i nc t ive  vays. A t  the very concrete l e v e l  
a t  which we must work, t h e  questions thoroughZy overlap, For t h i s  reason 
o w  tenta t ive  approaches t o  the questions mentioned w i l l  be presented i n  
terns of d i f fe ren t  functions, 

R model f o r  answering our first question i s  provided by the Swiss c l i n i c a l  
psychologist Jean Piaget, whose spec ia l  concern is education, In The - 
Moral Judgment o f  the Child, not surprisingly,  he considers the  process of 
a m o r a l  concepts in  children up t o  about fourteen 
pears of age. !%at i n t e r e s t s  us, i n  par t i cu la r ,  is h i s  methodology: 

Childrents games constLtute the  most admirable soc i a l  
ins t i tu t ions .  The game of marbles, f o r  instance, as 
played by boys, contains an extremely complex system 
of rules, t h a t  is t o  say, a code o f  laws, a juris-  
prudence of i ts own..,If we wish t o  gain any under- 



standing o f  ch i ld  morality, It i s  obviously with the 
analysis  of such f a c t s  a s  these t h a t  we must begin. 
A 1 1  morality cons is t s  i n  a system of ru les ,  and t h e  
essence of a l l  morality I s  t o  be sought f o r  i n  t h e  
respect which the  individual  acquires f o r  these rules,  
(P. 13) 

His procedure is  e n t i r e l y  observational - he plays marbles with t h e  chfld- 
ren and talks with them about marble-playing; and h i s  generalizations,  a$ 
l e a s t  on t he  e x p l i c i t  l eve l ,  a r e  derived l a rge ly  by knduction, reasoning 
from the very concrete t o  the  abstract ,  He formulates hypotheses about 
morality and i t s  genesis by watching the  performance o f  its analog - t h e  
rules of the game of marbles, The following are some of h i s  general- 
izations i n  paraphrase form: 

STAGES OF I)%mLOPM%m 
Practice (application) of t he  ru les  : 
.1C) rtRulesn consis t  ' i n  t he  r i t ua l i zed  h a n d l i n ~  of marbles according - 

t o  the  d i c t a t e s  of an individual t  s own pa r t i cu l a r  motor habits. 
2) Upon exposure t o  some of the  codified ru l e s  used b- older 

players, a youngster w i l l  attempt t o  imita te  t h i s  example, He 
w i l l  do so  i n  a cha rac t e r i s t i ca l ly  egocentric way, however, e i t he r  
playing By himself or  paying no a t t e n t i o n - t o  what any other 
players a r e  doing, and i n  no way attempting t o  win, (ages 2-5) 

3) Play is i n  groups, and each player attempts t o  win. I n  any given 
group, e n t i r e l y  contradictory accounts of t he  ru l e s  o f  the  game 
may be collected,  Sporadically there  w i l L  be cooperative attempts 
withim t h e  group t o  agree upon a uniform s e t  of rules.  (ages 7-81 

b) Every d e t a i l  of the game is fixed,  and the  r u l e s  known t e  each 
player i n  any given group may qu i t e  properly be s a t d  t o  be codifiecf, 
(ages 11-12} 

Consciousness of the  rules:  
Rules a r e  =her e n t i r e l y  unconscious (during motor stage) or  if 
conscious (beginning o f  egocentric stage) a r e  m e n t a l ,  

2) Rules a re  regarded as absolute and immutable (he i&t  of egocenkric 
and f i r s t  ha l f  of cooperat5ve). They a re  external  t o  the  i n b i v m a l ,  
and may be transgressed, 

3 The ru les  a r e  regarded as mutable, pending concensus among players, 
but a r e  binding and internal ized,  

Ptaget makes it c l ea r  t h a t  these  s tages  are schemata arrived a t  by 
abstracting from the welter  of de ta i l .  Empirf c a l l y  one is confronted by 
a non-linear continuum o f  complicated var ia t ion,  f_n which these broad pat- 
terns are discernable, (pp, 26-28) When P i a p t  takes these hypotheses 
(deductively) outside the same of marbles, i n t o  the  sphere of moral 
development i n  general, he f inds  them repl icated,  Adults a re  t r ea t ed  as 
andogs of  older children i n  the play groups; t h e  e n t i r e  group of child- 
ren under fourteen a re  viewed as analogous t o  t h a t  peer-group of youngs- 
ters who a re  not y e t  capable of d i r e c t  formal par t ic ipa t ion  i n  the marble- 
plag of the  older children, I n  P i a g e t t s  conclusions it is in t e re s t ing  
t o  note h i s  emphasis on the  importance of csmunicat ion between age- 
inferior peers i n  play-groups as the s ~ c i ~ i l i e u  i n  which the perception 
of socia l  actLvity a s  a game - a system of ru l e s  - develops, thus suc- 
ceeding the s tage at which ru l e s  a r e  perceived as sacred and unalterable, 
Thus, mature marble-players learn  t o  be immature adul t s  and Lmnature 
marble-players l ea rn  t o  be mature ones i n  t h e i r  play-groups, 



Beyond thLs, of course, Piaget ts  conception of gmes  as v i r t u a l  micro- 
cosns - as  models of r e a l i t y  - is very exciting, Clearly t he  function 
of folklore  as an i n s t r w e n t  of education is extremely important and 
worthy of careful  a t t en t ion  by f o l k l o r i s t s  a s  well as s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  
in  general, O f  c a u s e ,  there is no reason t o  believe t h a t  games as a 
genre of folklore  a re  unique i n  t h i s  respect.,.but an analysis  cantiparable 
t o  Piagetgs 'is ye t  t o  appear, so  f a r  as we know, f o r  other materials.  
One cannot help  but  wonder, f o r  example, what other s o r t s  of fo lk lo re  
children, i n  any culture,  a r e  exposed t o  during t h e i r  pre-adult years, 

The question a t  hand here, t o  r e i t e r a t e ,  has been: How does folklore  
accomplish i ts  educational function? 

NOW we s h i f t  t o  a more d i r e c t  focus on a function per se: what Bascom 
ca l l s  fiausement.fl Since it appears t o  have been m y  r e l i e d  upon, 
though with few attempts t o  understand i ts nature, 1% seem an appropriate 
object of  analys is, 

The par t icu la r  body of fo lk lore  t o  be used as the  medim f o r  t h i s  analy- 
sis remains t o  be chosen, I n  the meantime, however, a very st imulating 
model f o r  t h i s  approach is t o  be found i n  Jan Iiuizingais book Homo Ludens: 
A Study of the  Play Element i n  Culture, Tfiough t h i s  work can be regarGd 
as p rmminary  a t  best ,  it is valuable for j u s t  t h a t  reason. So far as 
we are aware, l i t t l e  work has been done on t h i s  l i t e r a l l y  ubiquitous as- 
pect of hwnan l i f e ,  

Were fo lk lo r i s t s  t o  make an attempt t o  b e t t e r  def ine  t h e  nature of play - 
we take t h i s  l i b e r t y  with Rascamf s ttarnusernentfl funct  f on, s ince  the  e n t i r e  
concept i s  so vaguely defined a t  present  t h a t  no semantic i n t e g r i t y  is 
a t  stake - t h e i r  contribution t o  the  s o c l a l  sctences i n  general would 
be inestimable, The suggestion does not seem a rash one i n  l i g h t  o f  the  
nature of t h e i r  materials - at l e a s t  i f  one is inclined t o  follow the  
laild tha t  Huizinga provides. Hopefully t h i s  w i l l  become c l ea re r  a f t e r  
a cursory summary a f  some of tho s a l i e n t  fea tures  o f  h i s  work, Regret- 
tably, we cannot possibly do ju s t i ce  t o  i t s  pursuasiveness, scope and 
 gina at ion - nor i ts shortcomings - i n  t h i s  l imited space, 

S m i n g  up the  formal cha rac t e r i s t i c s  of play we might 
c a l l  it a f r ee  a c t i v i t y  standing qu i t e  consciously 
au ts l de  ttordinaryN life a s  being "not s e r i o ~ s , ' ~  but a t  
the  same time absorbing the  player in tensely  and u t t e r ly ,  
X t  is an a c t i v i t y  connected with no mater ia l  i n t e r e s t ,  
and no p r o f i t  can be gained by it, It proceeds within 
its awn proper boundaries of time and space according t o  
f ixed ru les  and In an orderly manner, It promotes the  
formation of s o c i a l  groupings which tend t o  surround 
themselves with secrecy and t o  s t r e s s  t h e i r  d i f ference 
from the  comon world by disguise o r  o ther  means, (p. 13) 

Other qua l i t i e s  of play, players, and the play-world which Huizinga 
brings out vividly i n  h i s  longer discussion but  gives shor t - shr i f t  i n  
the br ief  s m a r y  above are: 

1, , , , sa t i s f ies  all kinds of communal ideals ,  (p, 9) 
2, The profound a f f i n i t y  between play and order,,, 

Play has a tendency t o  be beautiful ,  It nay be 
t h a t  t h i s  ae s the t i c  f ac to r  is identical with the 



impulse t o  create orderly form, which animates play 
in  a l l  its aspects. {P, 10) 

3, Play cas ts  a s p e l l  over us; it is 'enchanting,! 
captivating. (p. 10) . 'Phe element of tension in  plag,..a pa r t i cu l a r ly  

important par t ,  Tension means uncertainty, 
chanciness; a s t r i v i n g  t o  decide the issue and 
so end it, (p, 10) 

5. .. .a ce r ta in  e t h i c a l  value i n  s o  f a r  as  it means 
a t e s t i n g  of the player t  s prowess: h i s  courage, 
tenacity,  resources and, l a s t  but not l ea s t ,  h i s  
s p i r i t u a l  powers - h i s  Irf  airnessIt ; because, des- 
p i t e  h i3  ardent des i re  t o  win, he must s t i l l  s t i c k  
t o  the ru les  of  the game. (pa 11) 

Huizinga goes on t o  expl icate  hZs view of the  play aspects of law, war, 
knowing, poetry, nythopoiesEs, philosophy, art  and contemporary c iv i l -  
ization, 

A8 may be readi ly  sensed, the e n t i r e  treatment En Homo Ludens is as  loose 
and frea-wheeling as it is novel and intr iguing,  Wowever, muck more 
work is required-tn order t o  lend soma semblance of r i go r  t o  t h e  for- 
mulations, a complex s t ruc ture  of v i r t u a l l y  unexplored hypotheses - i n  
particular,  t o  iron out  Huisinga f s sometimes incredible naivete con- 
cerning t r i ba l ,  Folk and archaic socie t ies .  There is much room f o r  both 
the fo lk lo r i s t  and anthropologist t o  t r y  t h e i r  too ls  - f ie ld- tes t ing of  
these propositions. Are a l l  t he  features  Huizinga lists s o  c l ea r ly  
associated i n  f a c t  as i n  h i s  work? 

Whereas fmc t iona l  s tudies  tend t o  t r e a t  fo lk lo re  as an independent 
variable - noticing i ts  e f f e c t s  on other phenomna -. under the rubr ic  
of aociopsychological s tud ies  we enquire in to  phenomena which seem t o  
have strong ef fec t s  on folklore ,  which appears i n  t h i s  case t o  be a de- 
pendent variable. Keeping i n  mind t h a t  t h i s  appearance may r e f l e c t  more 
bias than fac t ,  we may s t i l l  f ind it prof i tab le  t o  proceed along these 
lines. 

One of the f irst  sociopsychological arocesses iden t i f i ed  was syncretism, 
resulting in  s i tua t ions  l i k e  t he  b e l i e f  i n  condendado i n  the  contemporary 
Andes, (embodied absolutely e v i l  s p i r i t s  of deceased human beings sho 
cammittad some par t icu la r ly  heinous ant i -socia l  a c t  fie g. inces t7  i n  
life, and who s t a l k  the  trails at  night  t o  punish t h g i r  r e l a t i vgs  by de- 
vouring them - u n t i l  put t o  f i n a l  r e s t  through prayers of some mortal, 
defeat i n  combat with some extraordinary mortal, o r  slaughter  i n  t he  
act of  some a t roc i ty  by some mortal). Before the Spanish conquest such 
cr@atures did not ex i s t ,  nor d i d  any concept of absolute good vs, ab- 
solute evi l .  Nor do these concepts e x i s t  today - except fn the  ltre- 
worked" form c i ted  above, where redemption is effected by men ra ther  than 
by Cod i n  sp i t e  of the pervading Catholic influence, LLkewise t he  ser-  
vices of the patron s a i n t  of Punacanckia, Our Lady of the  Rosary, a bona- 
tide sa in t  in orthodox Catholicism, a r e  solemnized by an ordained prtiest 
who presides over masses, processional p i l g r b a g e s  and o f f i c i a l  f e s t i v a l s  
i n  her honor; and yet  he r  worship includes t r a d i t i o n a l  drum, f l u t e  and 
conch-shell music, and her  s t a tue  is b e l i m e d  t o  ac tua l ly  embody her. 
Moreover, she i s  believed to  have the  power t o  punish wrong-doing, a s  



neither any (known) pre-conquest supernaturals o r  any orthodox Catholic 
saint ever could, 

FoXklorists could m d t i p l y  e x q l e s  o f  the " t r i c k l e  down" phenomenon 
i l lus t ra ted  above many times, of course, And theF themselves, as  a 
prefessianal group, amply docmen% the occurrence of the  counterpart 
process pointed out, f o r  exmple, by George Poster: the  ttpercolationfl 
o f  lo re  up from the subordinate t o  the  dominant strata, Together the 
processes consti tute a cyclic exchange which seems, almost inevitably 
(except when accomplished by professionals of course), t o  produce a l t e red  
f o m ,  malgms of cer ta in  borrowed and cer ta in  indimnous elements. 
In addition t o  the form 09 syncretism which occurs int ra-societa l ly  and 
stvertically," there a r e  f oms which occur Ifhor Laontallytr be tween ma l -  
ogous strata of d i s t i n c t  sociocul tural  systems and d s o  what might be 
c a l e d  ltdiagonaltr forms involving exchange between d i f f e ren t  strata of 
different systems, 

The word itsyncretism," of course, names the process of modification which 
occurs i n  such exchanges, rtnd i ts  e f fec t s  can be i l l u s t r a t ed ,  t ha t  is  
described concretely - but  this is  not the same as ana ly t ica l ly  describing 
the process i t s e l f ,  t h a t  is, explaining it. Other processes a t  roughly 
the same l eve l  of analysis,  i,e, naming, a re  familiar: l'innovation,fl 
tlextinctionlt and itevolution," For a l l  of them, the question is  - How? 

A welter of variables a re  involved, without doubt - sociological, paycho- 
logical, cul tural ,  s p a t i a l  and even temporal i f  one lends credence t o  
Foster's sugcestion tha t  time {as an independent variable) is c ruc ia l  t o  
consider, Easy answers and easy ways t o  get  answers a r e  not ready t o  
hand, of course, Some f i r s t  s%eps have already been taken, thou&, and 
others are in  the offing, We do not assume, o f  course, t h a t  those cited 
here coast i tute  even a representative, l e t  alone def ini t ive ,  sample o f  
such work, Those we know of and f ind in te res t ing  f a l l  r o u a l y  in to  two 
classes : observational and experimental. Arbi t rar i ly ,  they hti1Y. be 
considered i n  t h a t  order, 

Good cues could be taken, we think, from Bascamls l is t  o f  data-types 
which might eas i ly  be collected -. and ought t o  be, i f  one expects t o  
accumulate enough su f f i c i en t ly  de ta i led  inforna t i  on t o  work on lthowtf 
questions, The types, 'to refresh the memory, are: 

1)  when and where the various form of folklore  a re  told; 
2) who tells them, whether or not they a r e  pr ivately  owned, 

and who composes the audience; 
3) dramatic devices employed by t h e  narrator ,  such as 

gestures, f a c i a l  expressions, pantomhe, bpersonation,  
o r  mimicry; 

4) audience par t ic ipat ion i n  the form of laughter, assent 
or  other responses, running c r i t i c i sm or encouragemmt 
of the narrator,  singing or dancing, o r  act ing out pa r t s  
i n  a t a l e ;  

5 )  categories of folklore  recognized by the people then- 
selves; and 

6) a t t i t udes  of  the people towards these categories. (p. 281) 

If, r e g a r l e s s  of  the  nature of the  study being conducted, researchers 
were to  systematically co l l ec t  t h i s  kind of information, it mi@t well 
prove invaluable, Such a procedure nould provfde a la rge  and detai led 



corpus of comparable information wLicla could be used as an ana ly t i c  base 
for  soeiopsychological s tud ies  - even i f  only fo r  purposes of suggesting 
hypotheses, f a c i l i t a t i n g  at-home research design, providing background 
data f a r  other fielbworkers, 

Such data would be even more valuable - espec ia l ly  fo r  purposes of con- 
sidering change-phenomena - i f  it could be c o l l e  cted per iod ica l ly  f o r  
given areas, A s  a matter of f ac t ,  it would seem possible t o  c o l l e c t  
data of t h i s  s o r t  on an almost continuous bas i s  through giving resident8 
of the communities under study kkatever modicum of t r a in ing  would be 
required f o r  them t o  do t h i s  kind of work themselves - thus ac t ing  it! 
the capacity of reporters,  

Systems of rapid f t l i n g  and r e t r i e v a l  would, of  course, be mandatory if 
such a broadly-based da t a  resource, o r  npool,@ were t o  be used t o  the  
beat advantage, These categories of data  wodd be fur ther  sub-divided 
and other categories added as  a matter  of cowse,  

A p r e l h i n a r y  r e su l t  o f  such a scheme might be gaining some ins igh t  
into the in t r igutng questions so fundmental  t o  sociopsychological 
studies as t o  be near ly  pre requis i te  - How do diverse ithasicti var iab les  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  corre la te :  genre; age, sex, s t a t u s  of both bearers  and 
audiences; s i z e  of audience; season in  which t a l e  is told,  e t c ,  Then 
too, it would ce r t a in ly  be i n t e r e s t i ng  t o  know, along l i n e s  indicated 
by Vansina, whether incidence-levels of  ce r t a in  genres were cons i s ten t ly  
associated with any pa r t i cu l a r  forms of p o l i t i c a l  organization, kinship, 
etc, Finally, it shauld be evident enough from the  topics  we have dis-  
cussed previously - i.e. the  relevance of emic ana lys i s  t o  the  study o f  
history - t h a t  infornation i n  Bascomfs last  two categories would be 
quite welcome and useful.  

One m i & t  well ask, though, what s o r t s  of categories beyond Bascorn's 
would be more immediately useful  f o r  t h e  study of sociopsgcholog.ica1 
prosesses. fn t h i s  regard, it is impossible t o  do ju s t i ce  t o  )s, G, 
Barnett's Innovation: The Basis of Cultural  Change - it must be read, 
Suffice it t o  say here t h a t  t h i s  book, l i k e  E?uizingals is a f i r s t  at- 
tempt, and a majbr one, a t  dealing with a highly  o&nplex subject.  Rich 
in  exemplification a s  well  as in theory, l i k e  Homo Ludens, it is ten- 
ta t ive  but can nevertheless admirably serve a s  a source-book of hypotheses- 
whether they be i n  the  form of categories f o r  the  data-pool suggested 
above, o r  ac tua l  research out l ines ,  

Barnettits s trong penchant f o r  model building i s  well-suited t o  t h e  ex- 
pression of  h i s  co-emphases on both the  idea t iona l  and behavior& aspects 
uf culture -. and a l l  seem e n t i r e l y  appropriate t o  t he  complex nature of  
h is  subject  matter. He covers t he  cu l tu ra l ,  motivational,  cognitive as 
well as the  sociological  aspects of innovation - uhidh he def ines  very 
broadly, as any new stimulus - i n  so systematic a way t h a t  h i s  book cons- 
t i t u t e s  a v i r t u a l  mandate f o r  f u r t h e r  work, 

Barnett's theory was meant t o  handle change 2n fluman symbolic systems of 
a l l  sorts, save f o r  the l i n g u i s t i c ,  f rom ~ h i c h  he  nevertheless c l ea r ly  
derived inspira t ion,  A s  such it cauld be applied t o  fo lk lore  materials,  
if sensibly interpreted a t  t he  methctdological and procedural levels ,  i n  
order to  study the  sociopsychological processes of change which we have 
mentioned, L i t t l e  has been done along these  l i n e s  and much needs Lo be 
dans, ao t.he wnv < s  rlear- 



What sig-iificance would such r e s u l t s  have? If a b e t t e r  understanding 09 
the sociopsychological process involved in  folkloye could bci gained, f t  
might be possible t o  comment i n  explanatory d e t a i l  on t h i s  kind of hy- 
pothesis : 

Nations,, ,must possess c u l t u r a l  f oms or  mechanisms 
which groups fnvolved i n  t h e  same over-all  web of 
re la t ionships  can use i n  t h e i r  f ormal and informal 
dealings with each other, Such forms develop his-  
t o r i ca l ly ,  hand i n  hand with t he  other processes which 
lead t o  the  formation of nations, and s o c i a l  groups 
which a re  caught up i n  these processes must become 
ttacculturatedv t o  t h e i r  usage. Only where such 
forms e x i s t  can comunication and coordinated be- 
havior be es tabl ished among the  const i tuent  groups 
of a society, They provide the  c u l t u r a l  idiom af 
and i d e a l  representat ions through which d i f f e r en t  
groups of the  same soc ie ty  can pursue and mani- 
pulate t h e i r  d i f f e r en t  f a t e s  within a coordinated 
framework,. .The Guadalupe symbol thus l i nks  together 
family, p o l i t i c s  and re l ig ion ;  colonial  pas t  and 
independent present; Indian and Hexican. . , It is, 
ult imately,  a way of t a lk ing  &out Mexico: a col- 
l ec t i ve  representat ionn of FZexican society. (Wolf, 1958$ pp, 38-9) 

Along deductive-experhental l i n e s  some highly suggestive work has  been 
done, It remains t o  be seen t o  what degree the s i t ua t ions ,  so c lever ly  
contrived, r e f l ec t  sociopsychological r e a l i t i e s ,  Perhaps the  l e a s t  prob- 
l e m t i c  among those with which we are famil iar ,  is the  work done by 
Messenger in  the  Aran I s l e s ,  He wrote a ballad in  a t r a d i t i o n a l  vein 
which concerned a shipwreck t h a t  occurred during his  s t a y  and submitted 
f t  t o  the e d i t o r i a l  mercies of the  gentry i n  order t o  observe, as  a 
participant, the genesis of a piece of folklore ,  Periodically he has re- 
turned i n  order t o  ascer ta in  what modifications have been made in  'his 
absence and understand t h e  knechanisrns through which t h i s  has occurred. 

By now, B a r t l e t t i s  experiments ( fo r  r e l a t e d  work, see ~ l l ~ o r t )  with s e r i a l  
and repeated reproduction a r e  famous - as are  t he  c r i t i c i sms  of them, so  
aptly summarized by Dundes lin hi.s introduction t o  a piece by Bar t le t t .  
It does seem, though, t h a t  t he  experimental d i s t o r t i o n s  introduced by 
Bart let t  could be grea t ly  mef iorated with very l i t t l e  e f for t :  by work- 
ing in an ac tua l  folk  cornunity with es tabl ished pa t te rns  of communi- 
cation, by working i n  the  nat ive  language of the  subjects ,  by  re ly ing  on 
oral ra ther  than wr i t t en  transmission, by allowing the  par t ic ipan ts  them- 
selves t o  determine the pace of reproduction, Following Bascorn's sug- 
gestion, one might use pieces of  l e s s  well-known l o r e  or, following 
Messenger's, make up some, A f a m i l i a r i t y  with t r a d i t i o n a l  and welz- 
known  ater rials wauld ce r t a in ly  provic-le a bas i s  fo r  t h e  l a t t e r  procedure- 
though one might be able  t o  control  f o r  one's d i s to r t i on  even be t t e r ,  if 
one had a ce r t a in  mathematical t a l en t ,  through use of content analysis  
(Armstrong)* They might be applied t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  mater ia ls  and then 
the configurations approximated i n  t he  o r ig ina l  mate r ia l  one intro- 
d u c e ~ ~  or even modified i n  determinate ways, 

Finally, a good dea l  of work has been done by s o c i a l  psychologists work- 
ing with what they r e f e r  t o  as comunication ne t s  ( ~ i l l e r ,  pp, 2k9- 
360) t 



A seminar: - A lecture:  - 

Letters denote senders and/or receivers;  arrows denote channels which 
are open and the  d i r e c t i ~ n s  i n  which they a r e  open, Some Channels are 
wed more frequently than others - even though a l l  could be used - and 
t h i s  is termed the  " t r a f f i c  densityw of a channel, Researchers a l so  con- 
sider the "directedness" of comunication - t he  f a c t  t h a t  A may intend 
f o r  h i s  message t o  reach 3 i n  par t i cu la r ,  though C receives it as we11. 
The term "pattern of group information" recognizes t h e  f a c t  that %ha- 
knows-what changes through time a s  eomunlcation progresses, while 
"pattern of op%niontT acknowledges a t t  itude-change on the  p a r t  o f  com- 
municatoris, "Pr bitary informat ionu denotes t he  i n f o m t  ion which is the  
subject of comunication, while tlsecondary information" is information 
circulated by a group abaut t h e i r  s t a t e  oP information and opinion at any 
given time ( i t  is a response t o  primary information). When communicatLon 
i s  "i.nstrum@ntal, t he  sender depends heavi ly  on secondary information, 
though when comunication is l ' consmatory l t  he is not  concerned w i t h  it, 
Such i s  the model, i n  b r i e f  - though, by %he way, it has aroused enough 
tnterest t o  have developed mathematical expressions of these concepts, 

Results? Well, one f inds  statements l i k e  t he  following: 

,,.four bas ic  reasons f o r  s o c i a l  c m u n i c a t i o n ,  1 )  t o  
increase uniformity of information, 2) t o  increase uni- 
formity of opinion, 3 )  t o  change s t a t u s  in  t he  group, and 
h) t o  express emotions. A l l  four ty-pes of messages may 
t r ave l  over a net ,  and a s i n g l e  message may fall i n t o  more 
than one class. ( IJ i l ler ,  p. 253) 

If a difference of opinion a r i s e s  i n  a highly  cohesive 
group, m e r e  a r e  mQre attempts made t o  influence the  
members and t he  influence is more often accepted with- 
out r a s  istance,.  ,most of t h e  comunicat  ions tend t o  
be d i rec ted  toward those members whose opinions a r e  
at the  extremes, ( F i l l e r ,  p, 254) 

Reading of t h i s ,  one cannot help  but  ask several  questions: 1 )  a r e  such 
generalizations va l id  cross-culturally? 2)  a r e  they va l id  i n  non- 
experimental s i t ua t ions  - where problems a re  not a r t i f i c i a l ?  3) what 
hpl icat ions  might such general tendencies have f o r  change i n  folklore?  
k) would the model bs useful ,  perhaps i n  attempting t o  describe s i t ua t ions  
i n  which folklore  f s  transmitted? We have no idea  how frui t ful ,  o r  barren 
euch an approach might prove fo r  fo lk lo re  - but t he  s o c i a l  psychologists 
would cart ,ainlv nrclf i t. f r n m  havi no +.hei 7 I S P ~ ~ P T ~ ~  i nat.4 nnc: t.ac:t.ad n1itc?4 d m  



ffiefr ra ther  narrow comunications frames, say, f o r  instance, in Anang 
courts (~essenger ,  1959). 

A s  concerns experimental approaches i;n general, t he  major question re- 
m a i n ~  the  va l td i ty  of the2r r e s u l t s  outside %he realm of  a r t i f i c e .  
Aside from these substantive concerns, though, we f ind them s tbu3.a t ing 
simply a s  models i n  terns of which observation may be s t ructured and 
dlmcted - they a re  ttsuggestivett - and as  means t o  gaining provisional  
understandings of phenomena d i f f i c u l t  t o  observe first-hand. 

In viewing fo lk lore  as a medim of analysis ,  it is productive, we think, 
t o  keep i n  mind t h a t  it cons t i tu tes  a system, of comunications par  
excellence. Folklore s tud ies  can therefore  contribute t o  t he  under- 
standing of v i r t u a l l y  any process o r  product conceived relevant t o  human 
communications, i n  our opinion, We have already adumbrated severa l  
poss ib i l i t i es ,  Four others w i l l  be mentioned here only tn  passing and 
br ie f ly  i l l u s t r a t ed ,  s ince  they a r e  not ye t  well-developed enough - at  
leas t  so f a r  as we a re  aware - t o  warrant any de t a i l ed  exposition, Since 
t h i s  is the case, any contributions made by f o l k l a r i s t s  would cons t i tu te  
"pioneerf ngn e f f o r t s  . 
The first goes under the rubr ic  paralanguage (~ebeok) ,  and consis ts  i n  
the study of the  s ignif icance o f  sounds produced i n  cornmicat ion sit- 
uations which nevertheless l i e  beyond language as studied by l inguis t s ,  
Gaming t o  mind, offhand, is a group af  Jokes - mentioned by Jansen 
(~undes,  p. b8) - shared by marijuana smokers, in  which a l l  punch-lines 
are preceded by sharp, h i ss ing  inhalat ion,  

f econd is kinesics  (Sebeok) , concerned with t he  comun ica t ive  s ignif icance 
of body postures, gestures, f a c i a l  expressions. Reference t o  personal 
experience w i l l ,  convince even the  non-folklorist t h a t  there  could h a r w  
be a be t t e r  medium than fo lk lore  in  which t o  invest igate  t h i s  s o r t  of 
question. 

Third, proxemics (Hiill) - t he  study of Ule s ignif tcance of s p a t i a l  orien- 
tation and the manipulation of space i n  communications, If we may r e f e r  
back t o  Wuizinga t o  docwent our  conviction t h a t  folklore,  once again, has  
much t o  offer: 

A l l  play moves and has its being within a playground 
marked off beforehand e i t h e r  mater ia l ly  o r  ideal ly ,  
de l ibera te ly  or as a matter  of course, Ju s t  as there  
is  no fomaf  di f ference between play and r i t u a l ,  so t h e  
ltconsecrated spotw cannot be f ormally dist inguished 
from the  play-ground, The arena, the  card-table, t h e  
magic c i r c l e ,  the temple, the stage,.  ,(p, LO) 

Finally, there  is mass comunications, FIuch work has been done con- 
cerning pr inted media, f i lm and the e lec t ron ic  media - though a great  
deal has been of a ra ther  pragmatic nature - while r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  has 
been done with face-to--f ace comunications. Of t en  such c ~ m u n i c a t  ions in-  
volve folklore,  of course, Minstrels,  f o r  example, come t o  mind im-  
mediately, 

mether o r  not, a l i ason  d e v e l o ~ s  between these new but exaandin~ areas 



of Interest  and falklore largely depends, we imagine, on the  energy, in-  
terest  and determination of f o l k l o r i s t s  themselves,, ,considering the 
structure of in terd isc ip l inary  communications. 

C a C L S  ION 

Models presented in the first pa r t  of' t h i s  paper were those o f  trad- 
i t ional ly strong i n t e r e s t  i n  anthropology, Those presented i n  t h i s  f i n d  
portion also have the i r  place i n  history; but the speci f ic  topics t r ea t ed  
are, by and large, r a the r  more novel and unexplored. Some of the lattter 
are now being ac t tve ly  considered i n  the l i t e r a t u r e  in  a tenta t ive  and 
preliminary way, while others t o  date have nothing but a good future. 

In any case, the reader who does not timediately perceive the relevance 
of the ideas presented is il l-advised t o  regard t h e i r  treatment here as 
the l a s t  word on the subject,  s ince the task of l iason between diverse 
f ie lds  seems always plagued by unforseen sub t le t i e s ,  For t h i s  reason, 
a bibliography o f  (hopefully) su f f i c i en t  scope t o  allow fur ther  inves- 
tigation has been included as an e s sen t i a l  ingredient of  our treatment, 
Psrhaps the bes t  we can hope f o r  is t o  have aroused the reader's interest 
i n  some of  the same issues which i n t e r e s t  us and t o  have provided a pre- 
h i n a r y  orientation t o  what we know of t he  l i t e r a t u r e ,  If t h i s  a r t i c l e  
serves as a kind o f  ca ta lys t  it has done i ts  job, 
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