Introduction

Kaiser Family Foundation (2010) states that over a
five-year period, the consumption of every type of
media has increased, except reading, which had
decreased.

Bandura (2011) states, “In this transactional view of
self and society, personal factors in the form of
cognitive, affective, and biological events, behavioral
patters, and environmental events all operate as
interacting determinants that influence each other
bidirectionally.”

Martins and Harrison (2011) discuss the fact that
large amounts of media consumption drastically
decreases youths’ self-esteem.
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Hypotheses

H1: There will be more male lead characters
than female lead characters.

H2: Males will have more speaking roles
than females.

H3: More movies will female leads will
pass the Bechdel Test than movies with
male leads.

H4: Females are depicted with an unrealistic
body more often than males.

H5: Males with speaking roles will be
depicted with occupations more often than
females with speaking roles.

Method

Sample: List of 150 top-grossing animated
films released in American and Canadian
theaters between the years 1980 and 2018,
generated using boxofficemojo.com.

Coding: Coding was done by a professor at
Indiana University Southeast with the help
of her research assistants. Each of them
coded the films individually and then would
discuss differences until they reached a
consensus. Students did their own coding as
well, but ultimately used the professor’s to
ensure accuracy.

Percentage that Passed BT

H3: Sex of Lead Character and

Passing Bechdel Test

95.20%
100.00%

80.00%
60.00%
40.00%
20.00%

0.00%

35.20%

Male Female

Sex of Lead Character

Hypothesis 5: Sex of Speaking
Character and Occupation

4.2

16.51

Females with Jobs

e

Males with Jobs

Kayler Jurgensmeyer

Females in Animated Films: Where Are Thev?

Results

H1: There are significantly more male lead
characters than female lead characters.
Males — 83.3%

Females — 14%

Both —2.7%

H2: Male characters have significantly more
speaking roles than female characters.
Males — 73.28%

Females — 26.725

H3: Significantly more female-led films pass
Bechdel Test than male-led films.

Male-led films pass — 35.2%

Female-led films pass — 95.2%

H4: Female speaking characters are significantly
more likely to be depicted with unrealistic body than
male speaking characters.

Males — 4.2% per film

Females — 6.8% per film

HS5: Male speaking characters significantly more
likely to be depicted with occupation than female
speaking characters.
Males — 16.51 per film
Females — 4.20 per film
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