Folklore/Anthropology 162: BODYLORE

Instructor: Katharine Young, Spring 2008

Lectures: Tuesday/Thursday 2:00 - 3:30, 155 Donner Lab

Office Hours: Tuesday 3:30-4:30, Thursday 6:30-7:30, 7325 Dwinelle

Culture 1s inscribed on the body. Our beliefs about the body, our
perceptions of it and the properties we attribute to it, both symbolic
and literal, are socially constructed. The body is being invented. The
way we hold our bodies, the way we move them, the way we accouter them,
display our membership in a culture. The folklore of the body reveals
cultural assumptions about what it is to be a person.

Course Work

Body Language Project.
Collection due Thursday, 7" February;
Analysis due Tuesday, 4% March.
30% of Grade.

Mid-term Examination. Thursday, 20 March.
Focus on the Mind/Body Problem.
30% of Grade.

Field Research and Final Paper.
Ethnographic Description due Tuesday, 22°¢ April.
Theoretical Paper due Thursday 8™ May.
40% of Grade.

Required Texts
Elizabeth Grosz. 1994. Volatile Bodies: Toward a Corporeal Feminism.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press. ISBN 0-253-20862
Katharine Young, ed. 1993. Bodylore.
Knoxville, Tennessee: University of Tennessee Press and
Publications of the American Folklore Society. ISBN 0-87049-890-8
Course Reader
Available at Instant Copying & Laser Printing, 2138 University
Ave.
(Telephone: 510-704-9700; Email: iclp@pacbell.net)

INVENTING THE BODY
January 22 Lecture 1 The Body

January 24 Lecture 2. From the Medieval to the Modern Body I
Read:
Young, 1993. Preface and Introduction,
Bodylore, vii-xxiv.

January 29 Lecture 3. From the Medieval to the Modern Body II
Read:
Grosz, Chapter 5, “Nietzsche and the Choreography of Knowledge.”
Volatile Bodies, 115-137.

THE INSCRIBED BODY

January 31 Lecture 4. From the Outside In
Read:
Grosz, 1994. Introduction, Volatile Bodies, vii-xiii.
Grosz, Chapter 6, “The Body as Inscriptive Surface.”
Volatile Bodies, 138-159.



Deborah Kapchan. 1993. "Moroccan Women's Body Signs."
Bodylore, ed. Young, 3-34.
Susan Slyomovics. 1993. "The Body in Water:
Women in American Spa Culture." Bodylore, ed. Young, 35-56.

February 5 Class Cancelled

February 7 Lecture 5. Surface Inscription
Film:
Barbara Attie, Maureen Wellner, and Nora Monroe. 1989. "Skin and
Ink."
New York: Women Make Movies.

Due: The Body Language Collection
BODY LANGUAGE

February 12 Lecture 6. Body Language
Read:
Maxine Sheets-Johnstone. 1990. "Corporeal Representation.”
The Roots of Thought. Philadelphia, PA: Temple University
Press, 112-133.
George Lakoff and Mark Johnson. 1980. "Conceptual Metaphor in
Everyday
Language." Journal of Philosophy 77:8, 286-325.

BOUNDARIES OF SELF

February 14 Lecture 7. Body Boundaries
Read:
Erving Goffman. 1972. "Territories of the Self." In his Relations
in Public.
New York: Harper Colophon, 28-61.

February 19 Lecture 8. Spatial and Temporal Boundaries

Read:

Angela Zito. 1994. "Silk and Skin: Significant Boundaries."
Body, Subject and Power in China, ed. Zito and Tani E.
Barlow.
Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 103-130.

Maxine Miska. 1993. "Drinking the Blood of Childbirth:
The Reincorporation of the Dead in Hakka Funeral Ritual."
Bodylore, ed. Young, 88-107.

BODY IMAGE

February 21 Lecture 9. From the Inside Out
Read:
Grosz. 1994. Chapter 2, “Psychoanalysis and Psychical
Topographies.”
Volatile Bodies, 27-61.
Jacques Lacan. 1977.
“The Mirror Stage as Formative of the Function of the I.”
Ecrits:
A Selection, tr. Alan Sheridan. New York and London: W.W.
Norton, 3-9.



February 26 Lecture 10. The Phantom Body
Read:
Grosz. 1994. Chapter 3, “Body Images:
Neurophysiology and Corporeal Mappings.” Volatile Bodies,
62-85.
Allucquere Rosanne Stone. 1994. "Split Subjects, Not Atoms;
or How I Fell in Love with My Prosthesis." Configurations
2:1, 173-190.
Vivian Sobchack. 1995. "Beating the Meat/Surviving the Text,
or How to Get Out of this Century Alive." Body and Society
1:3/4, 205-214.

THE MIND/BODY PROBLEM
February 28 Lecture 13. Cartesian Dualism

Read:
Grosz. 1994. Chapter 1, “Refiguring Bodies.” Volatile Bodies, 3-

26.
March 4 Lecture 14. Body as Object; Body as Subject
Read:
Grosz. 1994. Chapter 4, “Lived Bodies: Phenomenology and the
Flesh.”
Volatile Bodies, 86-111.
Maurice Merleau-Ponty. 1962.
“The Body as Object and Mechanistic Physiology” &
“The Experience of the Body and Classical Psychology.”
The Phenomenology of Perception. London: Routledge, 73-99.
March 6 Lecture 15 Disembodiment
Read:
Jane Przybysz. 1993. "Quilts and Women's Bodies: Dis-eased and
Desiring."

Bodylore, ed. Young, 165-184.
Elizabeth Wickett. 1993. "The Spirit in the Body."
Bodylore, ed. Young, 185-202.

THE CARNIVALESQUE BODY

March 11 Lecture 11. Imaginary Anatomies
Read:
Susan Stewart. 1984. "The Imaginary Body." Stewart, On Longing:
Narratives of the Miniature, the Gigantic, the Souvenir,
the Collection.
Baltimore and London: Johns Hopkins University Press, 104-

131.
Dorothy Noyes. 993. "Contesting the Body Politic: The Patum of
Berga."
Bodylore, ed. Young, 134-161.
March 13 Lecture 12. From the Grotesque to the Ethereal

Read:

Katharine Young. 1993. "Still Life with Corpse:
The Management of the Grotesque Body in Medicine."
Young, ed. Bodylore, 111-133.



Due: The Body Language Analysis
March 18 Lecture 16: Review
March 20 Lecture 17: Mid-Term EXAMINATION
Spring Break

THE ANIMATE BODY

April 1 Lecture 18: The Tactile Kinaesthetic Body

Read:

Maxine Sheets-Johnstone. 1999. “Consciousness: An Aristotelian
Account.”

The Primacy of Movement. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

April 3 Lecture 19: Body Movement
Read:
Deidre Sklar. 1994. "Can Bodylore be Brought to its Senses?"
Journal of American Folklore, 9-22.

April 8 Lecture 20: Facial Expression
Read:
Paul Ekman. 1992. “An Argument for Basic Emotions.”

Cognition and Emotion 6:3/4, 169-200.

April 10 Lecture 21: Gestures
Read:
Katharine Young. 2002. “The Memory of the Flesh:
The Family Body in Somatic Psychology.” Body and Society
8:3, 25-47.
Phyllis Gorfain. 1993. "When Nothing really Matters: Body Puns
in Hamlet."
Bodylore, ed. Young, 59-87.

THE SENSATIONAL BODY

April 15 Lecture 22: The Sensational Body
Read:
Jean Starobinski. 1989.
"The Natural and Literary History of Bodily Sensation."
Michel Feher with Ramona Naddaff and Nadia Tazi, ed. Zone
II. New York:
Urzone, 350-393.

April 17 Lecture 23: The Problem of Pain
Read:
Jean Jackson. 1994.
"Chronic Pain and the Tension between the Body as Subject
and Object."
Embodiment and Experience, ed. Thomas Csordas, 210-228.

April 22 Lecture 24: Sensory Modalities
Read:
Constance Classen. 1993. "The Odor of the Other:
Olfactory Codes and Cultural Categories."



Worlds of Sense: Exploring the Senses in History and across
Cultures.
London and New York: Routledge, 79-105.

Due: The Ethnographic Description
BODILY KNOWLEDGE

April 24 Lecture 25: Somatic Perception
Read:
Thomas J. Csordas. 1993. “Somatic Modes of Attention.”
Cultural Anthropology 8:2, 135-156.

April 29 Lecture 26: Knowing Bodies
Read:
Kathy Neustadt. 1994. "The Folkloristics of Licking."
Journal of American Folklore 107:423, 181-196.
Elisa Sobo. 1994. "The Sweetness of Fat."
Sault, ed. Many Mirrors: Body Image and Social Relations.
New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 132-154.

May 1 Lecture 27: Body Writing
Read:
Phelan. 1995. “Thirteen Ways of Looking at Choreographing
Writing.”
Choreographing History, ed. Susan Leigh Foster.
Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 200-210.
Susan Ritchie. 1994. "A Body of Texts:
The Fiction of Humanization in Medical Discourse."
Young, ed. Bodylore, 205-224.
Barbie Zelizer. 1994. "From the Body as Evidence to the Body of
Evidence."
Young, ed. Bodylore, 225-244.

METAMORPHOSIS
May 6 Lecture 28: Signs and Flows
Read:
Grosz. “Intensities and Flows.” Chapter 7, Volatile Bodies, 160-
186.
Patricia MacCormack. 2006. “The Great Ephemeral Tattooed
Skin.”
Body and Society 12: 2, 57-82.
May 8 Lecture 29: Virtual Bodies

Read:
Stefan Hirschauer. 2006. “Animated Corpses:
Communicating with Post Mortals in an Anatomical
Exhibition.”
Body and Society 12: 4, 25-52.

Due: THE THEORETICAL PAPER
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