Introduction:

This study examines gender
roles in popular animated film.
Many variables were
considered, including the
gender of lead characters, the
occurrence of female characters
in the main gang, the gender of
creative staff involved in
producing the films, and the age
of the films being analyzed. It is
important to recognize the
disparities in gender in
animated films and how they
are presented to the audience.

Method:

Sample: The top 150-grossing animated
films in North America between 1991
and 2022 found on boxofficemojo.com

Coding was conducted by Dr. Sara Hare
and her undergraduate research assistants.
Films were viewed and labeled based on
variables found within the movies until a
consensus was found.
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Results:

H1: There are more male lead characters than
female (chi-square) p<.001

Males: 86.7%

Females: 13.3%

H2: There are more male speaking roles than
female (paired t-test) p<.001

Males: 72.23%

Females: 27.77%

H3: Female-led films will pass The Bechdel
Test more often than male-led films (chi-
square) p<.001

Male-led films that pass: 42%

Female-led films that pass: 100%

H4: Films that pass The Bechdel Test make
more money than films that do not
(independent t-test) p<.385

Passed: $247,676,507.34

Did not pass: $228,677.572.67

HS: An increase in the percentage of female
creative staff will lead to an increase in the
percentage of female speaking roles (linear
regression) p<.039

P<.05 - There is a significant increase in the
percentage of female speaking roles when an
increase in female creative staff is present.
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