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Abstract 

This bibliography is a collection of texts pertaining to minoritized language communities in 

Europe and the tools that they use to revitalize their respective languages. Specifically, it 

highlights the use of the “one nation, one language” ideology associated with the modern nation 

state to promote minority languages. Strategies inspired by this ideology include the promotion 

of nationalism (an ideology prioritizing one’s own cultural, historical, linguistic, ethnic, and/or 

other group, aka “nation”), territoriality (the association of a nation, language, or other entity 

with a specific geographical area), and legibility (the standardization or homogenization of an 

object or process to make it easier to manipulate and control). This bibliography seeks to unite 

texts from linguistics, political science, area studies, geography, and other fields that give insight 

into the rise of the nation state, a global phenomenon, and its impact on the approaches used in 

language revitalization movements on a local scale. 
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Annotated Bibliography 

Armstrong, Nigel and Ian E. Mackenzie. Standardization, Ideology and Linguistics. Basingstoke: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2013. 

In this book, the authors provide an extensive description of language standardization. 

They describe the idea of a “standard” language as an ideology, discussing the ways that 

communities create and adhere to perceived standards. This book is very relevant to the 

topic of this bibliography as it pertains to the concept of legibility, since language 

standardization is one method used by governments to make society more 

comprehensible and easier to control. The concept of a standard language is also closely 

linked to the nation state. 

Ayres-Bennett, Wendy, and John Bellamy. The Cambridge Handbook of Language 

Standardization. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021. 

This edited volume details the process of language standardization in a collection of 29 

chapters by various authors. Many of the chapters focus on the standardization of 

minority languages specifically, which is especially useful for the present topic. One of 

the most pertinent chapters is chapter 6, “Standardization of Minority Languages: Nation-

State Building and Globalization,” which refers directly to the connection between 

minority languages and the nation state. Other useful chapters include number 7, 

“Standard Languages in the Context of Language Policy and Planning and Language 

Rights;” number 24, “The Standardization of a Stateless Language;” and number 28, 

“Renegotiating Language Norms in Minority Contexts,” among several others. 

Canagarajah, A. Suresh. Reclaiming the Local in Language Policy and Practice. Mahwah: L. 

Erlbaum Associates, 2005. 
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This edited volume provides an excellent example of how the topic of this bibliography 

relates to the field of global studies. In the introduction, the editor addresses the familiar 

juxtaposition between the local and the global, tying this theme to issues in language 

policy and planning. He discusses globalization at length and relates it to the other 

chapters in the volume, which focus on a variety of anthropological, linguistic, and 

educational concepts related to language policy. 

Ford, Caroline. Creating the Nation in Provincial France: Religion and Political Identity in 

Brittany. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993. 

This book concentrates on France and the various processes that have contributed to 

nation building in that country, including the development of language. It focuses on 

Brittany, a region in France with a minority language that has a strong revitalization 

movement. While it discusses many different aspects of nation building in France 

(especially the role of religion), themes from language, identity and nationalism also 

feature heavily in the text. 

Grzech, Karolina. “Planning Language, Planning Identity: A Case Study of Ecuadorians in 

London.” SOAS Working Papers in Linguistics, 16 (2013): 291-309. 

In this article, the author gives an overview of different kinds of language planning, 

including prestige planning, which is important for minority language revitalization 

efforts. She examines the ideologies and practices of minority language communities, 

focusing specifically on the activities and discourses of Ecuadorians in London. The 

article provides a good example of possible methods in linguistic anthropology to address 

questions in language policy and planning, including the present topic. 
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Kymlicka, Will. Politics in the Vernacular: Nationalism, Multiculturalism, and 

Citizenship. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2001. 

This monograph addresses the topic of ethnocultural groups as they exist in liberal 

democracies. It covers many sociopolitical issues surrounding such groups, including 

their rights, nationalism, and citizenship. Since minoritized language communities are 

typically (if not always) also ethnocultural groups, this text gives important insight into 

the relationship between those groups and the policies and practices that affect them. 

Mar-Molinero, Clare, and Patrick Stevenson. Language Ideologies, Policies and Practices: 

Language and the Future of Europe. Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006. 

This edited volume contains a series of articles pertaining to language ideologies in 

Europe, with a particular focus on the role of language policy in the European Union. 

There are several chapters in this book that are pertinent to the topic of this bibliography, 

including chapter 1, “Language, the National and the Transnational in Contemporary 

Europe,” chapter 6, “The European Linguistic Legacy in a Global Era: Linguistic 

Imperialism, Spanish and the Instituto Cervantes,” and chapter 11, “‘National’ 

Languages in Transnational Contexts: Language, Migration and Citizenship in Europe.” 

Nic Craith, Máiréad. Europe and the Politics of Language: Citizens, Migrants and 

Outsiders. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006. 

This monograph provides an excellent overview of the history and current issues 

surrounding language and politics in Europe, from the rise of the nation state and 

nationalism to the impact of the European Union and non-European immigrant 

languages. Of particular use for this topic is chapter 4, “A Hierarchy of Legitimacies: 

Minority Languages,” which highlights the nation state narrative that minority languages 
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are an obstacle to nation building and modern unity. Also pertinent is chapter 6, “The 

Quest for Recognition: Contested Languages,” which discusses languages that are 

deemed too similar to a majority language to be considered a legitimate language. It also 

covers the fact that those languages tend not to be associated with a corresponding nation 

state, citing languages like Scots, Breton, and Picard. 

O'Reilly, Camille. Language, Ethnicity and the State. Hampshire: Palgrave, 2001. 

As the title suggests, this edited volume includes chapters by various authors that speak 

to the connection between language, ethnicity, and the state. The introductory chapter 

gives a thorough background on the history of nationalism and ethnic identity among 

minority groups in Europe, especially their status at the turn of the 21st century. All of the 

chapters are relevant to the current topic, and they cover case studies from different 

minority languages in Europe, including Corsican, Catalan, Irish, and Breton. There is 

also a chapter on immigrant minority languages of non-European origin. 

O'Rourke, Bernadette. “Language Revitalisation Models in Minority Language Contexts: 

Tensions Between Ideologies of Authenticity and Anonymity.” Anthropological Journal 

of European Cultures, 24, no. 1 (2015): 63-82. 

This article introduces the ideologies of authenticity and anonymity as they relate to 

language. While “authentic” language is associated with regional accents and other 

varieties that show local traits, “anonymous” language implies standardized forms that 

cannot be traced back to a specific locale. The article also covers the concept of 

territoriality in its linguistic context, which ties “legitimate” language to a specific 

geographical area. Crucially for the present topic, the connection between these concepts 

and nation state ideologies are also addressed. 
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Scott, James C. Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition 

Have Failed. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1998. 

This monograph is an essential source for the concept of legibility. It focuses on the ways 

that states have attempted (and continue to attempt) to make society “legible” by 

simplifying them so as to facilitate state functions like taxation and conscription. It also 

specifically covers language standardization and how this process is beneficial for states, 

which is an important part of the topic of this bibliography. 

Vincent, Andrew. “Nationalism.” In The Oxford Handbook of Political Ideologies, edited by 

Michael Freeden, Lyman Tower Sargent, and Marc Stears. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2013. 

This chapter in an edited volume discusses the history of nationalism as a political 

ideology, including its origins, different types of nationalism, and methods for its study. 

It provides the thorough background on nationalism that is crucial to understanding the 

concepts of nation building and the nation state, both of which are important for this 

topic. 

White, George W. Nation, State, and Territory: Origins, Evolutions, and Relationships. Lanham: 

Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2004. 

This monograph focuses on the geographical aspects of nations, states, and nation states. 

It introduces the concept of territoriality in a political and ethnocultural context, meaning 

the connection between certain groups or states and a specific geographical area. This 

concept goes hand in hand with linguistic territoriality and nation state ideologies. 

Wright, Sue. Community and Communication: The Role of Language in Nation State Building 

and European Integration. Bristol: Multilingual Matters, 2000. 
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In this monograph, the author provides an extensive background on the history of nation 

building in Europe. She gives special attention to the role of language in nation building, 

including a comprehensive history of the topic. The book also discusses the connection 

between language and globalization from the perspective of an author writing at the turn 

of the 21st century. 
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