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C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E

Household Demographics
According to population estimates, there are 146,461 people who live in Monroe County.1 

The median household income for Monroe County is approximately $6,500 lower than the state average. There is a notable wage 
disparity between women and men in the county, with women earning approximately $8,600 less than men on average.2 This is a 
relatively small gap compared to the state average of about $14,000.3 The employment rate for Monroe County is nearly identical 
to the state average, with most residents of Monroe County being employed.4 

Facts, figures, and things to know about the people and places in Monroe County.
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The median age for Monroe County is approximately eight years lower than the state’s median age. Young adults make up a large 
proportion of the population for Monroe County, with almost 27 percent of residents being 18 to 24 years old. There is also a lower 
percentage of middle-aged adults and adults 65 years or older living in Monroe County compared to the rest of the state.5 
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY BLOOMINGTON: 
IU brings in more than 40,000 students each year to its 
flagship campus in Bloomington, which almost doubles 
the city’s population. IU Bloomington is known for its 
scenic campus, sculpted limestone buildings, top-ranked 
academics, and vibrant campus life.6 Visitors to the 
campus can enjoy attending a variety of IU athletic games 
and events, viewing rare works at the Eskenazi Museum of 
Art, or taking in an arts performance at one of the many 
performance venues on campus.7
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Industry
The top three industries in Monroe County are Government 
and Government Enterprises; Health Care and Social 
Assistance; and Manufacturing.12 The top three major 
employers in the county are Indiana University, Cook Group 
Inc, and IU Health Bloomington Hospital, all located in 
Bloomington.13
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Residents of Monroe County are less likely to own the home that they 
live in compared to the average Hoosier, and they pay almost $100 
more in monthly rent payments on average.8 This difference is likely 
due to the large proportion of college students who attend Indiana 
University Bloomington and rent an apartment or house during their 
time at the university. Less than half of the homes in Monroe County 
are 40 years or older, and only about 18 percent of houses are valued 
at less than $100,000.9 Monroe County has proportionally more 
multi-family housing options available and fewer vacant housing units 
than the state average. However, 20 percent of households in Monroe 
County qualify as having a severe housing problem (overcrowding, 
high housing costs, or lack of kitchen or plumbing facilities), 7 percent 
higher than the state average.10

Housing
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The majority of Monroe County workers both work and live in their 
county of residence, with more than 76,000 people working and 
living in the county. Approximately 7 percent of Monroe County 
residents commute outside of the county for work, and over 
17,000 individuals commute into Monroe County for work but live 
elsewhere.11
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Technology
Access to the internet provides communities with a number 
of opportunities, from educational tools, to telemedicine, 
to the ability for local businesses to sell to people around 
the world. High speed broadband (25 Mbps download 
and 3 Mbps upload) allows for the most effective use of 
new technology that links rural communities to resources 
worldwide.14 Most Monroe County residents have better 
internet access than the rest of the state with internet 
speeds far above the definition of broadband internet and 
only 9 percent of households without internet access.15
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Educational Attainment
Monroe County is home to two public school corporations, Monroe County Community School Corporation and Richland-Bean 
Blossom Community School Corporation. About 93 percent of Monroe County residents age 25 years or older are high school 
graduates and 46 percent of county residents have a bachelor’s degree or higher, exceeding the state averages of 89 percent and 
26 percent, respectively.16 Approximately 93 percent of Monroe County high school graduates complete their degree within four 
years.17 In comparison to the rest of the state, students in Monroe County are more likely to pass the ISTEP 10th grade math and 
language arts exams combined, with approximately 48 percent of students passing.18 12th grade students in Monroe County are 
more likely to take the SAT in comparison to other Indiana 12th grade students, but are less likely to take the ACT.19
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Health

Health indicators for Monroe County indicate 
that residents are much less likely to be 
report being diabetic, be physically inactive, 
and be categorized as obese in comparison 
to the rest of the state, while also being 
about as likely to smoke or drink excessively 
as the average Hoosier.20 The better overall 
health of Monroe County residents may be 
partially attributed to its younger population.

HEALTH RISK FACTORS

Health Provider Access Medical and behavioral health providers can 
help address issues such as diabetes, obesity, 
and excessive alcohol consumption, and they 
can provide assistance to those struggling 
with mental health and substance use—issues 
currently facing many Hoosiers. Residents of 
Monroe County have slightly better access to 
both primary care physicians and behavioral 
health practitioners than the average Hoosier. 
In Monroe County, there is one primary care 
physician available per 1,637 residents, and 
there is one behavioral health practitioner 
available per 876 county residents.21,22
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Highlights

Festivals and events
Residents and tourists alike enjoy over 46 events 
and festivals throughout the year in Monroe 
County. Events like Lotus World Music Festival, 
Balloon Fest, Taste of Bloomington, Arts Fair on 
the Square, Little 500, and IU First Thursdays, 
celebrate arts, music, food, and fun, while adding 
to the unique culture of the county.23
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Parks and natural resources
Monroe County is home to Monroe Lake, the largest lake in 
the state, which residents enjoy alongside many other natural 
resources. Bloomington’s award-winning parks and recreation 
department enriches community wellbeing with a wide variety 
of parks, greenways, trails, and recreation facilities.24

Food with international flair 
If you’re looking for culinary adventure, you’ll have no 
trouble finding it here. The international food scene in 
Bloomington reflects the cultural diversity of Monroe 
County with 80 international restaurants representing 18 
different countries from around the world.25
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