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Folklore On Tuo Continents. Essays in Honor of Linda Ddgh. 
Edited by Nikolai Burlakoff E Carl Lindahl (Bloom- 
ington: Trickster Press, 1980). Pp. ix + 388, se- 
lected bibliography. Paper $15 (students $10). 

Reviewed by Elke Dettmer 

Festschrifts tend to be a mixed bag of unrelated 
papers many of which, one suspects, are sitting on the 
author's backburner. In the present Festschrift for Linda 
DCgh, however, an attempt obviously has been made to solicit 
contributions related to her own work. Accordingly, the 
forty-five papers have been grouped into sections that indi- 
cate her wide range of interests and follow her career as 
an international folklorist: Folk Narrative; Legend and 
Belief; Genre Studies; Style, Form, and Symbol; Biology 
of Storytelling; The Folklorist and the Folk. This effort 
at creating order is certainly laudable, if not totally 
successful, as not all the authors have reiated their paoers 
to the various aspects of DCgh's work and some pieces are 
classified rather arbitrarily under the above headings. 

One of the most cohesive sections, Folk Narrative, 
lists contributions by such solid scholars as Max Liithi 
and W.F.H. Nicolaisen. The former draus paraliels of imi- 
tation and anticipation as expressed in f?lktales to basic 
human dispositions in real life. The latter contributes 
a survey on the role of space in folk narrative (this is 
a companion piece to his earlier essay on "time" based on 
the same body of material). The concept o f  space is further 
investigated by Elizabeth Tucker in her article on chil- 
dren's narratives. Bruce Rosenberg critically evaluates 
Labov's research on personal experience narratives, con- 
cluding that their telling is not so much an "original pro- 
d ~ c t i o n , ~ '  as Labov has claimed, as the product of story- 
telling skills simply a c q ~ ~ i r e d  by everyoqe hithin t h e  social 
context of their culture. Daniel Crowley makes 3 case for 



c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  s l i g h t  a n d  o r d i n a r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r a r e  

a n d  b e a u t i f u l  i n  h i s  p i e c e  o n  C a r r i b e a n  n a r r a t i v e s .  Kay 

S t o n e ' s  p a p e r  on W a l t  D i s n e y l s  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  f a i r y  

t a l e s  t o  a p p e a l  t o  b o t h  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s ,  a n d  S y l v i a  

G r i d e r l s  p i e c e  o n  t h e  s h i f t i n g  o f  n a r r a t i v e  b e t u e e n  f o l k -  

t a l e  a n d  l e g e n d  c o n c l u d e  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

The s e c t i o n  o n  G e n r e  S t u d i e s  a l s o  f e a t u r e s  s e v e r a l  

i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  K l a u s  R o t h  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

o f  w h e t h e r  f o l k l o r e  g e n r e s  h a v e  s p e c i f i c  p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  

a t t r a c t  c e r t a i n  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r s  a n d  r e j e c t  o t h e r s .  B a s e d  

o n  i m p r e s s i v e  s t a t i s t i c a l  e v i d e n c e ,  h e  p r o v e s  a  c l o s e  thema-  

t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  German j o c u l a r  b a l l a d s  a n d  t a l e s ,  

b u t  a s c r i b e s  t h i s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  a f f i n i t y  among h u m o r o u s  

g e n r e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  d r a u i n g  more  u i d e s u e e p i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s .  

S a n d r a  S t a h l  c o m p a r e s  f a b l e s  a n d  p r o v e r b s  a s  g e n r e s  c l o s e l y  

r e l a t e d  i n  f u n c t i o n  a n d  c o n t e n t ,  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a t e s  h e r  s t u d y  

u i t h  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  f a b l e s  b y  t h e  f o l k  t h e m s e l v e s .  

The h i g h l y  c o n t r a s t e d  g e n r e s  o f  r i d d l e s  a n d  s p o o k y  n a r r a -  

t i v e s  o f  C h i c a n o  c h i l d r e n  a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  J o h n  H.  
H c D o u e l l ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  He o b s e r v e s  o p p o s i t i o n s  i n  p e r -  
f o r m a n c e  a n d  s e m a n t i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  w h i c h  r e s u l t  i n  

p a t t e r n s  o f  g e n r e  c o n t e n t  t h a t  a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  C h i c a n o  

u o r l d v i e w .  I n  t h e  same s e c t i o n ,  B e n g t  a f  K l i n t b e r g  i n t r o -  

d u c e s  a  c a r e f u l l y  o u t l i n e d  s t u d y  o f  t h e  new f c l k l o r e  g e n r e  

o f  I ' d r o o d l e p 1  t h a t  became p o p u l a r  among S w e d i s h  s c h o o l c h i i -  
d r e n  i n  t h e  l a t e  s e v e n t i e s .  

S e v e r a l  a u t h o r s  f u r t h e r  d e f i n e  a n d  a d d  t o  e a r l i e r  

u o r k  b y  L i n d a  D6gh  as ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  G a r y  A .  F i n e ,  u h o  t a k e s  

a n o t h e r  l o o k  a t  m u l t i - c o n d u i t  t r a n s m i s s i o n  a s  a  d i f f u s i o n  

p r o c e s s  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  f o l k  c o m m u n i t y ,  and  

Agnes K o v a c s ,  who, d r a u i n g  on D k g h ' s  famous  s t u d y  o f  t h e  

s t o r y t e l l e r s  o f  K a k a s d ,  c o m p a r e s  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  h e r  

own i n f o r m a n t ,  M r s .  F a b i a n ,  t o  D 6 g h 1 s  f a v o r i t e  s t o r y t e l l e r ,  

M r s .  P a l k o .  By c o n t r a s t ,  A l a n  Dundes  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  a 

p i e c e  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  m a t c h  a n y  o f  D C g h ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  

i n t e r e s t s .  W i t h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  v e r v e  h e  i n t e r p r e t s  t h e  

t a l e  o f  t h e  k u s h m a k e r  as  a s y m b o l i c  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  d e f e c a -  

t i n g .  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  h e  manages,  o n  h o p e s  u i t h  f i n a l  s a -  

t i s f a c t i o n ,  t o  p r i n t  " I c h  g e h e  d a h i n  wo der K t i n i g  zu F u s s  

h i n g e h t "  ( i n  b o l d  l e t t e r s ,  n o  l e s s ,  a n d  u i t h  F r e n c h  e q u i v a -  

l e n t ) .  
O f  c o u r s e  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s c u s s  i n d i v i d u a l l y  

a l l  o f  t h e  f o r t y - f i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  Many a r e  s h o r t ,  t a n -  



t a l i z i n g  g l i m p s e s  o f  p r o m i s i n g  s u b j e c t s ,  s ~ c h  a s  Hermann 
B a u s i n g e r ' s  l u c i d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n ~ e  o f  A m e r i c a  
on E u r o p e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  c o k e l o r e  a n d  M i c h a e l  Owen J o n e s '  
i d e a l i s t i c  v i e w  t h a t  a l l  human a c t i v i t i e s  mav a s s u i e  f o r m s  
t h a t  g i v e  them a e s t h e t i c  v a l u e s .  More c o n s e r v a t i v e  f a r e  
i s  o f f e r e d  i n  T i l l h a g e n ' s  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  o f  b i r d s  i n  
m y t h s  a n d  l e g e n d s ,  as  w e l l  a s  i n  a  number o f  s t u d i e s  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  r e p e r t o i r e s ,  a n d  t y p e s  o f  
l e g e n d s .  

As f o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  v o l u m e ,  a  f a i r  
number o f  t y p o g r a p h i c a l  e r r o r s  a n d  t h e  v e r y  s m a l l  p r i n t  
o f  q u o t a t i o n s  a n d  f o o t n o t e s  a r e  a  n u i s a n c e .  I t  i s  a  p a p e r -  
b a c k  e d i t i o n  t h a t  one  f e a r s  may n o t  w e l l  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  r a -  
v a g e s  o f  t i m e  ( j u d g i n g  b y  my a d m i t t e d l y  w e l l - t r a v e l l e d  
c o p y ) ,  b u t  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t h i s  f o r m a t  s u g g e s t s  a  p r i c e  
r a n g e  w i t h i n  a  s t u d e n t ' s  b u d g e t .  

O v e r a l l ,  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y o n e  
i n  t h i s  F e s t s c h r i f t  and  many o f  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  make s t i -  
m u l a t i n g ,  i m p o r t a n t  r e a d i n g .  I t  i s  a  r a r e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o l k l o r i s t s  t h a t  a c q u a i n t s  t h e  r e a d e r  w i t h  
m a j o r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  t r e n d s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o l k l o r e  r e -  
s e a r c h .  A d d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  s e l e c t e d  b i b l i o g r a ~ n y  o f  a r t i c l e s ,  
e s s a y s ,  a n d  b o o k s  by  L i n d a  Dkgh w h i c h  c o n c l ~ d e s  t h e  v o l u m e  
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  welcome as  a  k e y  t o  h e r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  
as  a  s c h o l a r .  

S t u d i e s  i n  I n g r i a n  Laments .  By A i l i  N e n o l a - - 2 : : i o .  H e l s i n -  
k i :  Academia  S c i e n t i a r u m  F e n n i c a ,  I _ ' -E2 .  Pp. 303, 
f o r e w o r d ,  maps, l i s t  o f  I n g r i a n  : a l e n t s ,  n o t e s ,  
b i b l i o g r a p h y .  

R e v i e w e d  b y  W .  K .  M c N e i l  

E v e r y  few y e a r s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  f l u r r y  s f  i n t e r e s t  i n  
I n g r i a n  l a m e n t s .  D. E .  D .  E u r o p a e u s  c a l l e a  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  t o p i c  i n  1853  a n d  was l a r g e l y  r e s p o r s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
F i n n i s h  L i t e r a t u r e  S o c i e t y  d r a w i n g  up a  p r s g r a m  f o r  t h e  

c o l l e c t i n g  o f  " l a m e n t i n g  songs . "  I m p o r t a ~ :  w o r k s  on t h e  
s u b j e c t  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  b y  V o l m a r i  P o r k k a  i.i 1 8 8 3 ,  b y  J .  
L u k k a r i n e n  i n  1909,  by  M a r t t i  H a a v i o  i n  1 9 3 - ,  a n d  b y  L a u r i  
Honko  i n  1974. The l a t e s t  e v i d e n c e  o f  i - r e r e s t  i n  t h i s  
n u c h  s t u d i e d  b u t  s t i l l  l i t t l e - k n o w n  f o l k l o - E  g e n r e  i s  p r o -  




