
Safarium a place for exploring and visualizing travel 

(Pers. safar) in the early modern world
ABOUT Safarium is a digital public history project that allows researchers, scholars, students, and the public to identify and visualize historic journeys of the early modern period (14th-18th centuries). 

Safarium endeavors to promote transregional historical studies that involve complementary sources produced by authors of disparate cultures and geographies. By searching locations in Safarium's 

database, users can identify travel accounts across languages that comment on the queried locale. Users are also presented with maps reflecting the itineraries and routes contained in associated 

travel accounts. Safarium strives to put users in touch with sources they may be unaware of due to research specialties or language limitations. Because instances of early modern travel writing number 

in the thousands, Safarium is a project in the fullest sense of the word. Safarium aims to be community-oriented, educational, and collaborative. It is designed for classroom use – to familiarize students 

with both early modern history and the digital humanities.

OBJECTIVES

METHODS AND 

TOOLS

A number of digital tools may be employed for extracting itineraries from travel texts and mapping their routes. 

Safarium aims to not only familiarize users and students with the early modern world through travel writing but also 

with the modern tools and methodologies that might be used to explore that world and our own. Tools employed so 

far include: Text Analysis  ABBYY FineReader | Voyant | AI chatbots  Mapping  QGIS

PEDAGOGY One of Safarium's primary objectives is to provide a model for making pre-modern historical studies 

relevant for today's students. In pursuit of this objective, I have developed an experimental course in 

which students interrogate notions of modernity through the study of pre-modern travel accounts. Over 

the duration of the course, students examine a travel account of their choice, extract its itinerary, map 

the itinerary, and add it to Safarium's database. In this way, students also become familiar with digital 

tools and methods that have applicability beyond the humanities. Scan the QR code to see the syllabus.

• Database search enhancement

• Map overlays

• OCR/HTR for non-Latin character texts

• Pilot course syllabus

• Develop system for public participation

• Database expansion

NEXT STEPS VIEW THE SITE

1. Inclusive scholarship: Safarium strives to overcome western-

dominated and colonial narratives by pointing researchers, 

teachers, and students toward complementary sources of 

various origins.

2. Community: Safarium is a project for public use that 

encourages the participation of both professional and 

amateur scholars. All one needs to contribute is the ability to 

read a single language.

3. Pedagogy: Safarium endeavors to be not only a public digital 

exhibit but also an educational platform for use in a 

classroom setting. It can be a medium for teaching  students 

how to do history in the 21st century by employing digital tools 

and methods that are relevant across a variety of fields.
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