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A LETTEF OFMH TDE EIRTM


O ne of my proudest academic moments was having my research 
on trash and debris in outer space, published in the Journal 

of Animal and Environmental Law, at the University of Louisville 
School of Law. There was such a proud feeling in having someone tell 
me that my research and writing was interesting enough to share with 
the world. It was a feeling that exhilarated me and it's a feeling I have 
sought to share with other students ever since.

When I was tapped to teach gender studies at Indiana University 
Southeast in the fall of 2023, I quickly saw an opportunity to share 
the joy of publication with my undergraduate students. At the end of 
the semester, the students would submit a -nal essay and the best two 
essays in the fall semester would be combined with the best two from 
the spring semester in a brandHnew, gender studies journal.

Of the many essays I read, the four submitted in this publication 
stood out equally, as much as their authors did too.

Ashley Wilder was a fall student that before class, I primarily knew 
from sorority life on campus. The Ashley I knew was usually quiet. 
1owever, I was pleasantly shocked to hear her true voice through 
her paper on how intersectionality pulls all our struggles together. I 
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remember using the words MRasters Level WorkM in the feedback I 
provided her.

Jaxon Reas was another fall student who reached out to me before 
the semester began, to express excitement over the class, especially 
its focus on trans culture. And being the most engaged student of 
the bunch, 5eas' excitement shined throughout the whole "B weeks. 
Jaxon's essay on transgender rights is personal, raw, and powerful. 

Taylor Jones was one of my spring students. As he has very expresH
sive facial features and he sat on the front row, I never had to guess how 
absurd he thought the actions of the patriarchy were. And his essay 
re!ects those thoughts exactly. 

Brooklyn Schotter was another spring student that really imH
pressed me from day one. She took extreme care in asking questions 
and submitting numerous drafts when crafting her essay. The result 
was a phenomenal paper about the dark side of the internet, -lled with 
personal antidotes and written by a student who was an absolute joy 
to have in class.

And for our cover art, I was lucky enough to have one of our graphic 
design students, William Leach, design the bright and vibrant cover 
which matches the text that it shields. William's work is a testament to 
the many areas our students excel in. 

The publication of these works is bittersweet as I have learned that 
due to academic policy changes, my inHperson gender studies class will 
no longer be o4ered. That means that this journal goes from being a 
hopeful series, to a oneHo4 edition. 5ut perhaps that makes this edition 
even more special as it will be one of a kind6
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At the end of the day, I am proud to share the works of four 
phenomenal students and I hope you -nd as much joy in reading their 
research as I have.

James Wilkerson
August 20, 2024
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EXPLORING FEMINISM THUOCGH 
INTERSEATIONYLIT�

ASHLEY WILDER

C onsidering recent transformative social movements such as the 
Black Lives Matter movement, the #MeToo movement, envi-

ronmental issues, and ongoing discussions surrounding issues such as 
women's reproductive rights, today's society stands at the crossroads 
of critical conversations on justice, human rights, and the structure 
of power. These movements highlight just how important it is that 
we have a solid understanding of social issues like racism, ableism, 
homophobia, and their relation to the patriarchy and other oppres-
sive systems. In this note, we will explore intersectionality and the 
signizcance it has in relation to feminist issues and the deeply rooted 
structure of the patriarchy.

Intersectionality is an important concept that plays an essential 
role when analyDing the complexity of social issues. Kr. éimberl" 
Crenshaw is recogniDed for establishing the term (intersectionality( 
)Vox, 20195. It's an idea that helps us understand how belonging to 
a particular social group could subject an individual to various kinds 
of oppression. But because individuals can belong to multiple groups 
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at the same time, our diverse identities can inquence how oppression 
aFects us individually. 

Intersectionality recogniDes that individuals can experience inter-
connecting forms of prejudice and discrimination based on diFer-
ent aspects of their identity, such as ethnicity, sexual orientation, gen-
der, and class. ’nderstanding intersectionality goes beyond assessing 
each of these groups in isolation, and it recogniDes that individual ex-
periences are formed by a combination of multiple social factors. In a 
nutshell, it acknowledges that our identities and societal positions are 
interrelated, which can greatly impact how we experience and navigate 
the world around us.

	In terms of feminist issues, acknowledging intersectionality is cru-
cial in addressing diFerent experiences of women from various back-
grounds. It is also important in developing a more comprehensive 
approach to breaking down the patriarchal structures that feed into 
social ineSuality. Aor example, a woman of color can encounter many 
uniSue issues and challenges that stem from a combination of sexism 
and racism, and these experiences can't be entirely understood by 
looking at each social factor on its own.

	In Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black 
Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist Theory, 
and Antiracist Politics, Kr. éimberl" Crenshaw6s makes an argument 
that intersectionality should be acknowledged in feminist and le-
gal discussions. Whe raises awareness to the drawbacks of current le-
gal frameworks that consider gender and racial issues as distinct, sepa-
rate concepts. Rccording to Crenshaw, the combination of sexism and 
racism freSuently results in specizc forms of prejudice and discrimi-
nation that women of color must endure )Crenshaw, 1998).
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	Ehen discussing feminist ideas and movements, it's di8cult to 
ignore the crucial role that the patriarchy plays in the oppression of 
women. The notion of patriarchy is essential for truly understanding 
the complex power dynamics that create gender-based oppression. 
R patriarchal social structure is one in which women are common-
ly marginaliDed while men control areas of authority, leadership, and 
decision-making. This system maintains and reinforces gender dis-
parities, aFecting many diFerent aspects of life, from the workplace to 
homelife and personal connections )Gupta, et al., 2023).

	In the context of feminism, breaking down the patriarchy is an 
essential goal. Intersectionality provides an essential component to 
this understanding by acknowledging that the impacts of the patri-
archy are not identical for all women. Eomen encounter patriarchy 
in diFerent ways according to their overlapping identities )Gupta, et 
al., 2023). Kisabled women, for instance, may experience ableism on 
top of discrimination for their gender. Because of this, challenging 
the patriarchy involves recognition and elimination of the interrelated 
oppressive structures that have diFerent eFects on women according 
to their uniSue identities. By acknowledging the connections between 
dismantling the system of patriarchy and removing other kinds of 
oppression, intersectional feminism promotes a more thorough and 
successful strategy for obtaining gender eSuality )UN Women, 2023).

	9ahel More's work on Storying Ableism: Proposing a Feminist 
Intersectional Approach to Linking Theory and Digital Activism is es-
pecially signizcant when considering how ableism interconnects with 
the patriarchy. The author highlights the importance of acknowl-
edging disabilities as an important element of intersectionality within 
feminist discussion. In the context of patriarchal structures, women 
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who have disabilities commonly encounter increased obstacles, as 
their own experiences of discrimination are inquenced not only by 
gender but also by ableism )More, 20235.

	The patriarchal structure freSuently excludes and disregards the 
perspectives and needs of disabled women, solidifying an exclusive and 
discriminatory perspective on womanhood. More's approach high-
lights the signizcance of incorporating disability perspectives through 
feminist theory and advocacy. By recogniDing and addressing the in-
tersections of disability and gender, feminism grows to be more in-
clusive, supporting the breaking down of the patriarchal structures 
that sustain ineSuality. This intersectional lens allows us to value the 
interrelated nature of many kinds of discrimination and promotes a 
broader feminist approach to social change )More, 2023). 

	In addition to race and disability, other kinds of discrimination 
can emphasiDe the signizcance of intersectionality in feminism. Aor 
example, consider socioeconomic status, in which women from vari-
ous socioeconomic classes face diFerent obstacles. Qconomic ineSual-
ities can worsen gender disparities, as women in lower-income brack-
ets might face obstacles such as limited access to education and em-
ployment opportunities )UN Women, 20205.

The intersection of socioeconomic status and gender creates a sit-
uation where women can znd themselves dealing not only with con-
ventional gender roles but also with znancial obstacles that restrict 
their opportunities for growth. Rn intersectional feminist approach 
acknowledges these complex issues, understanding that the experi-
ences of women diFer depending on the interaction of multiple fac-
tors, including socioeconomic status. Rddressing injustices based on 
gender involves comprehending and tearing down the interrelated 
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structures of oppression that maintain ineSualities, and making sure 
that feminist representation includes the diverse challenges faced by 
women from various walks of life and economic status )UN Women, 
2020).

In addition to the di8culties tied to socioeconomic status, it's im-
portant to examine the #MeToo movement and how it ties togeth-
er with intersectionality and the system of patriarchy. The #MeToo 
movement started as a way for people to come forward and speak 
up about sexual harassment and assault. But as we dive deeper into 
this movement, we see that woman of color face additional challenges 
because of both their gender and their race. The patriarchal system, 
which is primarily focused on particular groups having more author-
ity, can make these challenges even more di8cult, as women might 
worry about facing more discrimination because of prejudices and 
unjust treatment )Boyd & McEwan, 2022).

Intersectionality allows us to see that addressing the problems con-
nected to sexual assault and harassment means understanding and 
dealing with various experiences that women have. It shows that the 
#MeToo movement, although an eFective catalyst for change, needs to 
take into account the specizc ways that diFerent kinds of oppression 
overlap. By acknowledging these overlaps, the movement can advo-
cate for changes that take into consideration the diverse needs and 
perspectives of all women, no matter their race, economic status, or 
other factors that may impact them. This way, the #MeToo movement 
becomes even more eFective in challenging the conventional stan-
dards that allow gender-based violence to continue )Boyd & McEwan, 
20225.
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RnalyDing discrimination from another perspective in the con-
text of patriarchy shows the intricate relationship between oppressive 
structures. Transgender, non-binary people, and other members of 
the L1BT02 community face substantial challenges that are inqu-
enced by the patriarchy. Wtrict expectations concerning appropriate 
behavior for men and women have been established by conventional 
gender norms, which commonly exclude people who don't zt into 
the stereotype. &eople who identify as transgender or non-binary may 
face intolerance not only because of their gender identizcation but 
also because of cultural norms that are upheld by the patriarchy. This 
intersectionality draws attention to the ways in which the patriarchal 
system upholds a binary conception of gender, creating obstacles for 
those whose identities fall outside of these specizc deznitions )LBG-
TIQ Intersect, n.d.).

In feminism, acknowledging and addressing the intersectionality 
between gender and sexual orientation is crucial for promoting an 
inclusive movement. Rn intersectional feminist approach recogniDes 
that breaking down the patriarchy involves an understanding for how 
it marginaliDes not only straight cisgender women, but also trans-
gender and non-binary individuals. By accepting a broader compre-
hension of sexuality and gender within feminist discussion, we set 
the way for a movement that promotes the freedoms and experiences 
of all people, no matter their sexual orientation or gender identity. 
This intersectional standpoint enhances feminist theory and activism, 
challenging the patriarchal structures that foster prejudice against 
L1BT02 people and promoting an expanded and eSuitable path 
toward gender eSuality )Boyd  & McEwan, 20225. 
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In conclusion, the exploration of intersectionality within the realm 
of feminism has demonstrated the complicated tapestry of inter-
connected systems of discrimination that inquence women's experi-
ences. By recogniDing the ways in which race, socioeconomic status, 
disability, and L1BT02 identities intersect with gender, we gain a 
more comprehensive understanding of the challenges encountered by 
women in various contexts. The patriarchal system, deeply rooted in 
social norms, reinforces and perpetuates these forms of discrimina-
tion, emphasiDing the importance to adopt a multifaceted and inter-
sectional feminist approach.

Rs we move forward, it is important to the feminist movement to 
embrace intersectionality as its foundational principle. The #MeToo 
movement and the challenges faced by the L1BT02 community 
serve as signizcant examples of the way intersectionality improves the 
eFectiveness of feminist advocacy. ’nderstanding the diverse expe-
riences of women and addressing the interrelated structures of op-
pression are essential in creating a culture that is more eSuitable and 
inclusive. Rn intersectional feminist approach not only challenges 
conventional values maintained by the patriarchy but also assures that 
the cause remains current and responsive to the varied circumstances 
of women from diFerent backgrounds (Hankivsky, 2014).

’ltimately, the call for action lies in building feminism that actively 
dismantles the patriarchal frameworks that support ineSuality. By 
accepting the variations created by intersectionality, we pave the way 
for a more eSuitable and welcoming future. By means of intersectional 
feminism, we aim not only to address immediate issues of women 
but also to create a foundation for sustained, intersectional activism 
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that challenges the fundamental causes of prejudice and oppression 
in every aspect of society.
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THE PATRIACYHS IU RNIGIGO SLNC FI�E

TAYLO JNOES�

S ince its very conception, the patriarchy has been used as a tool 
by the male, powers that be to shape and maintain a male-cen-

tered and male dominated society and enforce the rules of that so-
ciety through male-centered and male-dominated institutions. This 
essay, however, does not necessarily seek to examine the relationship 
between patriarchy and society, nor does it explore the history of pa-
triarchy and its institutions. Rather, this essay seeks to explore how the 
society that patriarchy shapes and maintains plays a detrimental role 
in the lives of every individual that lives in a patriarchal society. While 
it is easy to dismiss patriarchy as a device that merely harms women, 
when taking an intersectional view on the issue, it becomes easy to 
see how patriarchy impacts everybody, regardless of gender. It does 
not matter what background or gender identity an individual has; the 
patriarchal view of a male-dominated society adversely impacts the 
lives of everyone who is forced to participate in it. 

In this note, I will be discussing how patriarchy works to create a 
society that is harmful to everybody within it. I will also be discussing 
how the erosion of patriarchy would help to improve the lives of both 
men and women, as well as some actions that could be taken to combat 
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patriarchy. By examining these relationships between patriarchy and 
gender, I will argue the case that patriarchy is, in fact, ruining your life.

***

Patriarchy Ruins the Lives of Women

At its core, patriarchy is a social system that reinforces male privilege 
by shaping society in a male-centered, male-dominated way, and a 
necessary aspect of male domination is the oppression of females; 
men cannot dominate society if women are not subjugated (Hassel, 
2011). In order to maintain the patriarchy, women are subjugated 
by men Unancially, politically, and socially (sometimes intentionally, 
other times not). According to a report by the D.S. Lepartment of 
3abor, as of 2028, for every dollar a white non-Hispanic man made, 
white non-Hispanic women made 60 cents, black women made 7O 
cents, and Hispanic women made 5O cents (D.S. Lepartment of 3a-
bor, 2028). ’ften the argument presented by those who argue that the 
gender pay gap is myth is that the women make less than men in the 
workplace because they aren“t assertive enough to negotiate more pay 
or are less likely to take more hours at work. Dnlike men, of course, 
who are assertive enough to argue for better pay and are hardworking 
enough to take on extra hours at work. However, according to the 
D.S. Lepartment of 3abor report, only about 80 percent of the gender 
pay gap can be explained by these ”worker characteristicsF; the other 
O0 percent are explained by other factors, such as discrimination. The 
largest factor that contributes to the pay gap is the fact that women 
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tend to work in industries that pay low-wages, and when we explore 
these so called ”pink-collar jobsF (nursing, caregiving, teaching, etc.), 
we Und patriarchal in4uence.

	When examining why these pink-collar jobs pay so poorly com-
pared to professions that men primarily inhabit, the discussion of 
patriarchy is unavoidable. Simply put, the labor of women is seen as 
less valuable than the labor of men. This can be seen even in pink-collar 
professions, where women make less money than their male counter-
parts even in industries where women dominate. %or example, despite 
women making up 69 percent of all registered nurses in the Dnited 
States., women only earn 65z of what their male counterparts make 
(D.S. Bureau of 3abor Statistics, 2029). When women attempt to 
enter male-dominated Uelds, they often face discrimination in the 
workplace and even sexual harassment, which serves as a patriarchal 
deterrent from entering Uelds perceived as masculine (Ross, 201q). 
%urthermore, when women do integrate into these male dominated 
Uelds, the average pay of the profession tends to decrease, a issue which 
cannot be explained away by worker diPerences, such as experience 
and training (D.S. Lepartment of 3abor, 2028). All of these factors 
combined, synthesi'e into one unCuestionable conclusion; women“s 
labor is not as valued by society as men“s labor. Natriarchy in4uences 
society“s expectations of work, and views men“s work to be more 
laborious and more valuable because society is structured, centered, 
and dominated by men. Therefore, society will inevitably value men“s 
work more than a women?s under this patriarchal in4uence.

The life-ruining ePects of this gender pay gap are fairly evident. 
If women get paid less, then goods become more diGcult to aPord. 
If goods are harder to aPord for women, then it becomes necessary 
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for them to either live a life full of strife or to Und another source of 
income.

 In this way, patriarchy has a tendency to bind women to men, 
when they become reliant on men to live comfortably within the 
patriarchal society. When women become reliant on their husbands, 
this reinforces patriarchal views as men as the breadwinners of the 
family. There are several ways to combat this aspect of patriarchy. 
Jertainly, one solution could be raising wages in female-dominated 
industries. The D.S. Lepartment of 3abor also recommends sup-
porting women“s integration into male dominated Uelds to ”address 
occupational and industrial segregationF (D.S. Lepartment of 3abor, 
2028).

***

Women's Societal Position

The patriarchy shapes society in such a way that women are to 
be made socially and politically subservient to men. Women are 
still disproportionately represented in government. Women, make up 
roughly 50 percent of the population in the Dnited States, yet only 
make up 26 percent of seats in congress, with 25 female members 
of the D.S. Senate and 127 female members of the D.S. House of 
Representatives. (SchaePer, 2029) This lack of representation in gov-
ernment has profound conseCuences on, not only women“s social 
position within the Dnited States, but on their civil liberties as well. 
Recently, the Supreme Jourt elected to overturn Roe v. Wade, the 
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Supreme Jourt decision that essentially granted individuals the right 
to have an abortion. The overturn of Roe v. Wade was a massive set-
back for women“s reproductive rights in the Dnited States and serves 
as a perfect example of how patriarchal societies use the law to control 
women and reinforce patriarchal ideology. 5O percent of people in 
the Dnited States disapproved of the Supreme Jourt“s decision to 
overturn Roe v. Wade, with 52 percent of men disapproving and 
72 percent of women disapproving of the decision (Kadeem, 2022). 
With the majority of individuals in the country disapproving of the 
decision, why did the Supreme Jourt elect rule in this wayM Several 
justices stated that the decision to overturn Roe v. Wade was to de-
fend state?s rights to legislate their own abortion laws, implying that a 
woman“s right to choose what to do with their own body is something 
that should be controlled by the state (Eoitein, 2022.) A much more 
telling reason came from &ustice Brett :avanaugh, who argues against 
”unenumerated rights that were not rooted in the nation“s history and 
tradition.F

Behind all the reasoning and arguments made the Supreme Jourt 
&ustices, the fact of the matter is that these decisions to limit the rights, 
freedoms, and autonomy of women are all based within the patriarchal 
view that women should be subservient to men. And this subserviency 
is crucial in order for patriarchy to be reinforced. /en make up the 
vast majority of the legislature, and thus it is mostly men who de-
cided what laws are created and what freedoms are granted to which 
people. Women are not properly represented in the government, and 
thus their interests are not properly represented in the legislature. In 
essence, it is the patriarchy that in4uences our legislature to create laws 
that continue to shape and maintain a patriarchal society, with laws 
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being made from a male-centered and male-dominated perspective. 
This can ruin a woman“s life in any number of ways. Dsing Roe v. 
Wade as an example, when a woman“s right to bodily autonomy is 
taken away, many women with unwanted pregnancies are now forced 
to either carry to term with a child they do not want, or travel to 
another state that allows abortion to have one. A woman being forced 
to have a child they do not want only serves to create a mother who 
resents the child they were forced to bear, ultimately ruining not just 
the mother“s life, but the child“s as well. This is only one example of 
how patriarchy is used in a societal context to ruin a woman“s life. 
3obbying for more female members of the government would allow 
for more eCual female representation in government, which would 
likely lead to a less patriarchal outlook on the law. ’ver time, would 
help to erode the patriarchal laws that oppress women.

Women also face an overwhelming number of double binds. %or 
example, it is typically socially acceptable for men to multiple sexual 
partners, but when a woman participates in the same behavior, she is 
deemed a slut. Another example see society supporting men“s interests 
in things that are typically considered masculine such as sports, while 
diminishing interests typically considered feminine. A diPerence in 
body acceptance is another double bind where overweight men are 
socially accepted, seen as having ”dad bodsF, while overweight women 
are mocked and called unattractive. This example is especially life 
ruining as women being mocked for being overweight explains why 
women are more than twice as likely to develop an eating disorder 
compared to men. (D.S. Lepartment of Health and Human Services, 
2029). All of these are great examples of how patriarchy can in4uence 
our daily lives to maintain a society that is hostile to women.

20



There are a staggering number of life-ruining social pressures put 
onto women that are shaped by patriarchy, and it is only by combating 
these social pressures that the patriarchy can be slowly eroded and 
that women can be allowed to live comfortable lives. All of this being 
said, it is not only women who face social and societal pressure due to 
patriarchy. /en, too, have their part to play within patriarchal society, 
and any failure to meet these social and societal expectations shaped 
by patriarchy can be life ruining for them as well.

***

A Man's Role

While it would be easy to dismiss patriarchy issue that only neg-
atively aPects for women, there are also pressures put onto men by 
patriarchy to continue to shape and maintain a patriarchal society. It 
is important to understand that men are not solely an enemy within 
patriarchy but are also a victims and unwitting and unwilling par-
ticipants within it. /en, like women, have socially expected gender 
roles within patriarchal society. &ust as the woman is expected to be 
the caretaker, the child bearer, and the Cuiet and submissive wife, the 
man is expected to be the breadwinner, the decisive decision maker, 
and the loud and dominant husband. These societal expectations for 
men to be dominant and emotionless have created a society which 
punishes and ostraci'es men for daring to behave diPerently from 
these established gender roles. %or example, men are socially expected 
to be unemotional and unmoved, lest they be seen by others as a pansy, 
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or ”acting like a girl.F /en are expected to be aggressive, and violently 
protective of their family, and anyone who doesn“t fall in line with 
these expectations tend to not be seen as ”real men.F /en“s stress 
and anxiety over performing their assigned gender roles in patriarchal 
society is a very real, very tangible phenomenon that has been studied 
extensively in the past.

%or example, take the 201O study done by Adil, Shahed, and Ar-
shad, The Burden of Being a Man in a Patriarchal Society.  Their 
research studied the phenomenon of ”gender role strainF, which is 
a stress that is induced by the expectations of behaving in a way 
that expected of an individual“s gender (Adil et al., 201O). %or men, 
these expectations include things like being the breadwinner for the 
family, or being the individual of a family who makes the Unal de-
cision for choices that impact the family. Their results revealed that 
in the patriarchal society of Nakistan, there exists a very real and very 
substantial amount of gender role strain that men face. Natriarchy 
creates a society that reinforces unhealthy, unrealistic ideals for men 
to strive towards, which creates unnecessary strain on men when they 
cannot meet those expectations. The way patriarchy ruins men“s lives 
is, at least socially, not too diPerent from how it ruins women“s lives. 
The social expectations that the patriarchy creates for men are unfair 
and unhealthy, with any man refusing to meet these expectations at 
risk of being ostraci'ed and mocked for not meeting the standards 
of patriarchal manhood. The stress that gender roles put onto men 
actively harm their mental health and has been shown to cause severe 
stress and mental health problems that severely degrade Cuality or life 
(EriGth, 2011). By combating these gender roles placed on both men 
and women, we can help men recogni'e that they do not have to meet 
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these gender roles to be seen as a real man. Jombating the patriarchy“s 
ideal of masculinity would work wonders in eroding patriarchy.

***

The patriarchy is bad for everyone, and all ePorts should be made 
to erode this archaic institution, relegating it into the dustbins of 
history where it belongs. The structures in place that are in4uenced 
by patriarchy“s ideals of male-centeredness and male-domination exist 
to keep women subservient to men, and to control society in such a 
way that it remains male-dominated.  The society that gets shaped and 
maintained by patriarchy harms women by oppressing them Unan-
cially, politically, socially, and the laws that patriarchy in4uences are 
designed to keep women oppressed and tied to men. =ven though the 
patriarchy exists to keep society male-dominated, the patriarchy fails 
to provide wellness to men. The gender roles that are established by 
the patriarchy, put unnecessary expectations of manhood onto men 
that directly leads to increased stress that are actively harmful to men“s 
health. The patriarchy is a social system which adversely impacts the 
lives of everybody that lives within its in4uence and needs to be done 
away with.

Because patriarchy is ruining your life.
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THE DARK SIDE OF THE DIGITAL WORLD

BOKKLYN I.SICHTKEER�

B eing online is a prominent part of today's society. With the pow-
er of the online world, we are able to connect with others all over 

the globe with little eTort. uhis opens Ap many opportAnities for con-
trolling the way yoA are presented in the online space and the ability to 
be whoever yoA choose to be. xlthoAgh some Ase these opportAnities 
as an oAtlet for creative eMpression, others have abAsed the Ase of this 
every day tool. Pany forms of harassment can be committed online. 
xccording to a Rew Cesearch Eenter article by Vmily x. “ogels, 41%U 
of S.2. adAlts have personally eMperienced online harassment, and 5”U 
have eMperienced more severe harassment.( 0“ogels, 5)5%O. knline 
harassment is a serioAs issAe that has many negative impacts on those 
targeted. xs consent is often something ignored throAgh the form of 
digital media, this problem needs to be ta en serioAsly. Eonsent needs 
to be taAght and people need to be held accoAntable for their actions.*
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j entered the world of social media at a yoAng age. jn the ’fth grade, 
j was preparing to move schools and leave my friends behind. j was 
told that the best way to connect with my fellow classmates was to 
zoin jnstagram, as everybody Ased it. WithoAt consAlting my parents, 
j downloaded the app and began connecting with other Asers. While 
sitting in morning school care before the school day began, j received 
a direct message from a Aser j didnFt recogniHe. j opened the message 
and was met with an image of a shirtless man, as ing how my day was. 
j stated my age and the level of discomfort that the photo gave me, 
bAt this didnFt matter to him. qollowing my message, he sent a photo 
of him in white Anderwear, groping himself. j pleaded with him to 
stop, now feeling anMioAs and sic  to my stomach. ?e YAestioned me, 
4What's wrong; KoAFve never seen between a man's legs before;(7 j 
bloc ed him before any more photos were sent. j was only %5 years 
old when ’rst eMposed to online harassment and the ignoration of 
consent.*

xccording to research condActed in the S8, aroAnd 3”.NU of girls 
between the ages of %5 and %N stated that they had received Anwanted 
dic  pics 0Bar er-Elar e, 5)5DO. jn her essay, Girls Navigating the 
Context of Unwanted Dick Pics: ‘Some Things Just Can't Be Unseen, 
Bar er-Elar e states that the freYAency of this harassment had caAsed 
the girls to 4...rationaliHe image-based seMAal harassment as natAral-
iHed mascAline actions( 05)5DO. uhis issAe is happening so freYAently 
that it is seen as a normal behavior. Bloc ing the photo sender and 
reporting the accoAnt is what is typically recommended to those who 
encoAnter an Ansolicited photo. uhe platform's response is typically 
to remove the photo and issAe a warning to the accoAnt or temporarily 
ban it. Bloc ing someone on social media however, doesn't pAt an end 
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to an issAe. jf an accoAnt is bloc ed or restricted, a new accoAnt can 
still be made Ander a diTerent identity. uhere is no limit to how many 
accoAnts yoA can ma e. uhese fa e accoAnts can act as safety blan ets 
for the harasser's identity.

With social media, there is also the ability to comment on shared 
photos. Reople comment on all sorts of content, however women 
and minorities are typically the target for harassment. xccording to 
xAdrey "elsonFs article in Psychology Today, 4While there are a few 
cases of men harassing other men, women harassing other women, and 
women harassing men, the overwhelming mazority of the VVkE 0uhe 
S.2. VYAal Vmployment kpportAnity Eommission'sO cases ’led, in-
volve men harassing women( 0"elson, 5)5%O. "asty comments are 
left on social media posts, where they can be reported and removed. 
GAe to a more recent Apdate, the creator of the content also has 
the ability to tArn oT the commenting option on their photos. uhis 
addition to social media platforms demonstrates that there is an issAe 
with harassment on posts. xlthoAgh this Apdate restricts options for 
harassment, it doesnFt solve the problem long term. jt recogniHes that 
there is an issAe, and it pAts a Band-xid over it.*

666

PAch li e harassment that occArs oAtside of the digital world, the 
blame is often …ipped onto the target of the digital harassment. When 
a woman receives Anwanted comments on social media, the woman 
is often YAestioned before the harasser is even considered to be the 
problem. 9What were yoA wearing;9 and 4Why did yoA post it if 
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yoA didn't want that  ind of attention;(, are the types of YAestions 
that these women face after eMperiencing Anwelcome comments. uhe 
patriarchal system pAts the women at blame for the comments instead 
of those leaving the disgAsting remar s.*

jn :reta :erwigFs 5)5D movie hit, Barbie, she states, 4KoA have to 
answer for menFs bad behavior, which is insane, bAt if yoA point that 
oAt, yoAFre accAsed of complaining. KoAFre sApposed to stay pretty for 
men, bAt not so pretty that yoA tempt them too mAch+( 0:erwig, 
5)5DO. :reta Ases her creative platform in order to pAsh this issAe into 
the light and call oAt the …awed system. uhis segment of the movie 
is empowering to women and shows that this is an issAe eMperienced 
at an Anacceptable level. uhis speech brings together those who have 
been aTected by this system and calls for action on the issAe by point-
ing it oAt so directly.*

666

?arassment online doesnFt only occAr on social media, and it isnFt 
always from a stranger. knline harassment can also occAr throAgh 
teMting and by someone yoA  now personally. xt the age of %1, j 
encoAntered harassment throAgh teMt messages from someone j con-
sidered a best friend.* jt started oT as sly pAt downs here and there 
and progressed throAgh a series of months. uhey woAld ma e harmfAl 
remar s sAch as, 4the world woAld be a better place withoAt yoA 
in it( and tell me if j told anyone the things they said to me, they 
woAld in…ict harm Apon themself. jn my eMperience, intimidation and 
threatening messages were Ased as a form of control.*
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xlthoAgh this form of harassment isnFt verbal, it still holds the 
power to do zAst as mAch damage. Py eMperience had severe impacts 
on my mental and physical health. j began to strAggle with disordered 
eating and became physically wea . qrom a mental aspect, my anMiety 
worsened, and j began to eMperience panic attac s. uhese factors also 
negatively impacted my edAcation. xs j had to sit in class with my 
tormenter whom j received constant threats from, j lost my ability to 
focAs when in the same room. uhe eTects from severe online harass-
ment can have long term or even lifelong eTects on those targeted.* uhe 
online harassment j had eMperienced even led to harassment in person, 
which only made my health decline more. knce the school had foAnd 
oAt, the only conseYAence for the harasser was a recommended trip to 
the Wellstone mental facility. 
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*xnother form of harassment committed by someone  nown person-
ally to the target is the sharing of private images. uhe eMchanging of 
nAde photos throAgh seMting has increasingly become a popAlar way 
to be intimate online. xlthoAgh these photos are often shared with 
trAst, trAst isnFt always reliable. ?arassment is often connected to a 
sense of power and control. By sharing private images with someone, 
these images can be Ased against someone in order to give the harasser 
a sense of control. uhis is what leads to the dangers of sharing photos 
online.

uhe article pAblished on Seventeen by ?anna krenstein called, 4%1 
:irls 2hare uheir 2eMting ?orror 2tories( brie…y distribAtes stories 
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shared by women covering the dangers of sharing intimate photos 
online, whether themselves or others they  now. uhese short story 
segments represent the motives of the harassers and how they Ase 
harassment in order to get what they want oAt of their target. 2ome 
of these shared segments represented those pressAred into sharing 
private photos throAgh threats while others listed how their protective 
systems have failed them.

x standoAt segment of this article statedL 

42omeone at my school made a :oogle Gocs page 
with nAdes from 5))ó girls. We were in ninth grade at 
the time, bAt the photos were from siMth and seventh. 
uhe school did nothing eMcept to tell As not to send 
nAdes.( & Vmilie, %3( 0krenstein, 5)%3O. 

"ot only were the girls minors, bAt their sitAation was dismissed 
and not ta en serioAsly by a system that is sApposed to protect them. 
uhe blame had been pinned on those who sent the photos at a yoAng 
and naive age. uheir sitAation shoAld have been handled on a conse-
YAential level. jnstead, the dismissive system of online harassment has 
failed these yoAng girls zAst as it has for many others.

PAch li e demonstrated in the article, once these photos are sent 
oAt, the oAtcome is oAt of the sender's hands. What the receiver of the 
photos chooses to do with the photo can lead to the photo getting 
sent aroAnd to other people or lea ed on the internet. uhe saying, 
4the internet is forever( implies that once an image is Aploaded, a copy 
of it will always eMist somewhere. Rhotos may be Aploaded or shared 
withoAt consent, forever eMposing the person in the photo at a private 
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level. When this privacy is violated throAgh harassment, things get 
dangeroAs.*

When photos are lea ed and consent has been abAsed, the mental 
health of those targeted is at ris . Vven thoAgh the harassment is 
online, it has serioAs impacts on real life people. ueen sAicide is often 
lin ed to depression and forms of harassment and bAllying, things that 
can easily come from online. xccording to the article "2eMting, Pental 
?ealth, and “ictimiHation xmong xdolescentsL x JiteratAre Ce-
view9, in National Library of Medicine, ’ndings sAggested a signi’-
cant association between seMting behaviors and sAicidal thoAghts, sAi-
cide attempts, depressive symptoms, and feelings of sadness. ueenage 
boys and girls who engaged in seMting behaviors showed a higher ris  
of reporting sAicidal thoAghts even after controlling for cyber victim-
iHation and depression 0:ass/, 8lett e, xgAstina, # Pontiel, 5)%—O. 
uhe increasing rate in teen sAicide is incredibly concerning and it is 
an issAe that needs to be focAsed on. uhe fate of fAtAre generations is 
dependent on the attempts made to prevent online harassment.*

666

jn order to combat the brAtality of online harassment, the issAe needs 
to be addressed. By focAsing on the root of the problem, there woAld 
be a drop in the rate of teen depression and sAicide. Jistening to those 
who have been targets of online harassment and focAsing on where the 
system has failed them woAld be a step in the right direction of solving 
this issAe. 2haring and learning from these eMperiences woAld help to 
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better shape online safety and the importance of consent, for all ages. 
uheir stories pave a path for change and a reformed system.*

2ocial media platforms need to pAt more eTort into protecting their 
Asers. Ceporting or bloc ing an accoAnt no longer helps to prevent 
harassment. uhose with the intent to harass have foAnd ways aroAnd 
the simple bloc  and report solAtion. jt is a short term ’M to an is-
sAe that aTects many Asers of the platform. ?arassment throAgh the 
internet needs to have more appropriate conseYAences. ua ing away 
the access of social media or pAtting the harasser throAgh a manda-
tory ethics coArse coAld limit the amoAnt of online harassment being 
committed on a daily basis.*

jf the importance of consent was taAght at a yoAng age, the lines 
of consent woAld be de’ned from the start. jn the article 9Eonsent at 
Vvery xge9 by :race uatter, she states,*

4...at its core, itFs an idea that many learn as early as 
preschool & the notion that we shoAld respect one 
anotherFs boAndaries, in order to be safe, preserve dig-
nity, and bAild healthy relationships.( 0uatter, 5)%NO. 

Eonsent isnFt something that is only taAght to teens and adAlts. 
jt can be taAght at any age and it will bene’t the individAal for life, 
forever impacting the way they interact with others. By teaching this 
concept to the yoAth, they will be better edAcated on how to safely 
interact with other internet Asers and what comments are appropriate 
to ma e. jn the long rAn, this will prevent internet Asers from thin ing 
that harassing others on the internet is o ay.
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jn order to combat harassment in the digital world, the voices of 
those who have been harmed by the lac  of protection in the system 
of the online realm need to be Aplifted, social media platforms need 
to ta e the issAe earnestly, and consent needs to be taAght early on. 
Bringing attention to the issAe increases the probability of change and 
improvement. By ac nowledging the …aws in the system and wor ing 
towards ma ing alterations in the way online harassment is handled, 
many will be spared the negative impacts.*
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WHY THE FIGHT AGAINST TRANSGENDEM 
RIGHTS OATTERS TU YU:C THE 

INTERSELTIUNAPITY UF U��RESSIUN

JAXON REAS

M y name is Jaxon Reas, and I am a 19-year-old transgender 
man. 

I came out to my parents about two years ago, but I have known I 
was diferent since I was little. I came out to my “riends sophomore 
year o“ high school. I was called every homophobic slur in the book 
since be“ore I even knew the term ”transgender.’ I have been on hor-
mone replacement therapy “or around eight months.

I am giving you my story because my rights are currently the main 
topic o“ todayPs political atmosphere. Aeople triple my age are sitting 
in government buildings, deciding my and every other trans personPs 
“ate because they Tnd us to be a threat o“ some kind. 

3 threat to their children. 

7heir schools. 
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7heir sports. 

7heir masculinity. 

I am Wust a kid getting a college degree. I threaten no one. qut 
they donPt care about my or anyone elsePs story. Ye are not the Trst 
community by far to have our rights to live :uestioned “or an identity 
that is out o“ our control. Ye will surely not be the last. 7he patriarchy 
has a “unny tendency to cycle through minorities once itPs gotten 
bored with the last. 7his is exactly why the Tght against my rights, 
transgender rights, should matter to you. Cour community might be 
next. 7he patriarchy only truly beneTts a single kind o“ personS a 
cisgendered, heterosexual, middle-to-upper class, able-bodied, neu-
rotypical, *hristian, white man. I“ you do not Tt each part o“ that 
criteria, eventually it will be your turn on the chopping block. Oo, 
unless we Tght the system as a whole, the patriarchy lives on to oppress 
another group o“ people. 

My Tght is your Tght, and yours is mine.

888

	7he maWor idea that will “re:uently be discussed throughout this 
paper is intersectionality. I may be a transman, but that is not the only 
identity that I carry with me, as is the same “or every human being. 
–ur identities are an amalgamation o“ labels that mix in a complex 
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manner that o“ten leads to people “alling into multiple categories o“ 
oppressed minorities. 3 :ueer black woman will always be thatF:ueer 
and black and a woman. Ohe is o“ three oppressed identities simulta-
neously, being put down by the same oppressive political structure o“ 
the patriarchy. 

3udre ;orde puts it bestS 

”(rom my membership in all o“ these groups I have 
learned that oppression and the intolerance o“ difer-
ence come in all shapes and sexes and colors and sexu-
alities) and that among those o“ us who share the goals 
o“ liberation and a workable “uture “or our children, 
there can be no hierarchies o“ oppression’ G;orde, 
19LjQ. 

Oince homophobia and racism stem “rom the same source, any 
issue within the ;+q7ND community becomes an issue in the black 
community, and vice versa. Vo oppression o“ one identity trumps 
another because in the long run, wePre all being oppressed by the same 
system. ;orde claims that no single part o“ her identity can prosper 
while the other part sufers under the hands o“ oppression G;orde, 
19LjQ. 2iscrimination and inWustice need to be attacked “rom its cen-
tral source, not scattered about on diferent battleTelds.

	2e 0ries discusses the intricacies o“ intersectionality that trans 
people are “orced to master in their work, ”Intersectional identities 
and conceptions o“ the sel“S 7he experience o“ transgender people’ 
Gde 0ries, /E1/Q. 7hey interviewed jED transgender people o“ a variety 
o“ ethnic‘cultural backgrounds, ages, genders, sexualities, education, 
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medicalisation, and class status. (rom what was gathered “rom the 
participants, trans people a“ter transitioning are not only changing 
what people expect “rom them in gender norms) they are expected to 
behave like their new gender within the norms o“ their race, class, etc. 
Gde 0ries, /E1/Q. 3 young, white man holds certain expectations, both 
within his own culture and to the rest o“ society, Wust as a black woman 
is expected to behave a certain way around people o“ her culture. 
*hanging the perception o“ onePs gender is Wust one part o“ the whole 
transition process. 

In Wust the terms o“ gender and race, de 0ries saysS

”Kven “or transpeople who maintain the ésameP racial 
identity upon transitioning, the racial‘ethnic mean-
ings others attach to their gender are signiTcant and 
o“ten vary “rom dominant, white cultural expecta-
tions’ G de 0ries, /E1/Q.

 6imberl  *renshew, in her 7ed7alk titled, ”7he urgency o“ in-
tersectionality,’ uses the analogy o“ a crossroads to simpli“y intersec-
tionality. OpeciTcally “or a black woman in the work“orce, the black 
woman stands in the middle o“ an intersection o“ roads, where one 
road was structured by race and the other by gender. 7he tra4c, in her 
words, ”would be the hiring policies and the other practices that ran 
through those roads’ G*renshaw, /E1"Q. 3 black woman is “aced with 
both the discrimination because o“ her skin colour and o“ her gender. 
7his “urther goes to show Wust how interlocked our social identities 
are.U
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	Intersectionality always has and always will be a part o“ human so-
ciety. I, as a transman, have the black trans women o“ the BEs to thank 
“or my ability to legally medically transition today. 7ransgender people 
and people o“ color go way back in history together. 7he intertwining 
history o“ the ;+q7ND community and black trans women is not 
o“ten discussed, but it has been upon the backs o“ these black trans 
women that ;+q7ND people today have been carried to liberation. 
3s much as I wish this was common knowledge, there are still people 
in 3merica who have never heard o“ the Otonewall riots, the main 
turning point “or the gay rights movement. 7hough the unrest began 
“ar be“ore the events o“ Otonewall, these particular riots began on June 
/Lth, 19"9, a“ter police raided a bar with the intention o“ arresting 
” étranssexuals and cross-dressersP ’ Gqoyson, /E/EQ. 7he ;+q7ND 
community were “re:uent targets o“ police brutality, especially those 
who were people o“ colour, and on this morning, they “ought back. 
7he Otonewall riots were led by a woman named Marsha q. Johnson, 
a black trans woman and a name hardly ever seen in the retellings 
o“ these events Gqoyson, /E/EQ. –nce again, intersecting oppression 
has let another person slip through the cracks o“ history. Kven the 
community where all are meant to be welcome, whether intentionally 
or not, “ailed to give coverage to the diverse range o“ ethnicities within 
the community.

	7oday, while we as a society have taken leaps and bounds to create a 
more e:ual home, we are still “ar “rom per“ection. 3 country and sys-
tem that was built upon sexism, racism, homophobia, and transpho-
bia is still Tnding itsel“ housing biases against those who are diferent. 
7his can be seen in the media. 7he website %3re you Aress Yorthy% 
calculates the amount o“ news coverage and stories a person would 
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have i“ they were to go missing in the H.O. based on “our diferent 
criteriaS age, gender identity, state, and ethnicity. 7he Trst thing to 
catch my attention was the choices available “or gender identity) trans-
gender was not even an option. 7here was male, “emale, non-binary, 
and ”pre“er not to say’. 7hat should let you know how many news 
stories there would be about me. 3“ter entering my own data Gwith the 
caveat o“ picking ”non-binary’ since it would be the closest optionQ, 
I received a whopping 1B articles. –nly eight news outlets would tell 
my story. –nly /./'z o“ 3mericans would hear my name. 7o put it 
into perspective, the average young, white womanPs missing person 
story gets roughly 'E stories, with the highest number reaching 1/L. 
(iddling with the inputted data gets even more striking results) chang-
ing Wust the ethnicity “rom white to black‘3“rican 3merican nearly 
halves the number with a mere eight stories Gwith 1.E/z o“ 3mericans 
hearing itQ. +od “orbid I were a 5'-year-old ;atina‘=ispanic woman 
as I?d only receive less than ' news stories. 7he point I am making is 
that the intersectionality o“ oppression is a real threat to real lives.

	7he title o“ ”transgender’ by itsel“ puts a target on our backs, 
especially now when lies are being spread about our apparent ”threat’ 
to society. 3ccording to research “rom /E1B and /E1L, trans people 
are ”over “our times more likely than cisgender people to experience 
violent victimi_ation, including rape, sexual assault, and aggravated 
or simple assault’ G2owd, /E/1Q. 7his is data “rom before every po-
litical conversation became geared toward the topic o“ transgender 
rights. More current data shows even more concerning results) the 
=uman Rights *ampaign G=R*Q monitors and collects data o“ cases 
involving the murders o“ transgender and gender non-con“orming 
individuals. 7hey track each year, starting and ending on Vovember 
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/E, 7ransgender 2ay o“ Remembrance. (rom Vovember /E, /E//, to 
Vovember /E, /E/j, there were a total o“ jj transgender and gender 
non-con“orming people killed G=R*.org, /E/jQ. 7he data also shows 
that a maWority o“ these deaths are people o“ color, more speciTcal-
ly black trans women. 7he =R* has been tracking these kinds o“ 
cases since /E1j, and according to this article, the murders o“ black 
transgender women make up "1.Lz o“ “atal violence against trans and 
gender non-con“orming individuals. L'z o“ these cases were people 
o“ color with "9z o“ them being o“ black trans people. 7his past year 
has seen a signiTcant increase in the disproportionate violence against 
trans women o“ colorS ”In the last 1/ months, trans women o“ color 
accounted “or two-thirds o“ all victims G"".B) n#//Q, with black trans 
women accounting “or more than hal“ G'1.'z) n#1BQ o“ all known 
victims in this period’ G=R*.org, /E/jQ. 7he =R* has many other 
statistics, each scarier than the last.U

	*ollecting this kind o“ data can be incredibly challenging “or a 
variety o“ reasons) cases o“ten go unreported and others will not iden-
ti“y the victim as transgender or gender non-con“orming G=R*.org, 
/E/jQ. 7his can also tie back to the site I mentioned earlier, areyoup
ressworthy.com. 7here is a bias in the media and the law against trans 
people that keeps our names and stories “rom being shared, especially 
i“ you hold more than one minority identity. 7his bias does not only 
afect the trans community, but every minority group. 7ransgender 
people are everywhere) they are black, =ispanic, and indigenous. It 
is not Wust the white trans people dying. Nuite the opposite actually 
with white trans people only making up “or a little over 1jz o“ victims 
o“ “atal violence since /E1j G=R*.org, /E/jQ. 3s I said earlier, most 
o“ the victims are people o“ color. Oo, it is every community that 
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sufers. 7he black community, the =ispanic‘;atino‘;atina‘;atinx 
community, the 3sian-3mericans) everyone sufers the costs o“ the 
patriarchy. 7he death o“ a black trans woman impacts three separate 
groups simultaneously. 7his is all o“ our Tght because it afects all o“ 
us.

	Kven the data o“ non-“atal crimes should be enough to convince 
you o“ the desperation o“ the situation. 7he (qI reported nearly 
'EE gender identity-related hate crimes in the year /E// alone, with 
around /Ez o“ all hate crimes that year being generally anti-;+q7ND 
G=R*.org, /E/jQ. –nce again, this number still is not per“ect because 
”(qI data reporting does not capture all hate crimes, as not all Wuris-
dictions track anti-trans hate crimes, nor do all Wurisdictions report 
hate crimes to (qI databases’ G=R*.org, /E/jQ. Ye continue to see 
the erasure o“ the stories o“ trans sufering because o“ institutionali_ed 
transphobia, racism, and sexism as well as all the other institutional-
i_ed systems o“ oppression.  Kxtreme acts o“ homophobia and trans-
phobia were also documented. 2uring the time period o“ early /E// 
and 3pril /E/j, there were over 1'E attacks on drag events, ”more than 
j'E anti-;+q7ND incidents,’ and then in June o“ this year, there 
were 15' incidents o“ extreme anti-;+q7ND acts G=R*.org, /E/jQ.U

	–ur nationPs current, narrow “ocus on the trans community is 
terri“ying to say the least. 7his :uote “rom the =R* report sums up 
the situation wellS 

”7his  report  comes  amidst  a  shocking  wave  o“ 
anti-transgender legislation. In /E/j, “or the Trst 
time in their 5ED year history, the =uman Rights 
*ampaign declared a Vational Otate o“ Kmergency 
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“or ;+q7ND 3mericans, in response to the over 
''E anti-;+q7ND bills introduced into state houses 
across the country, more than LE o“ which were passed 
into law’ G=R*.org, /E/jQ. 

Many o“ these laws target trans people in particular, along with 
a slew o“ hate speech that is propagated by the right-wing political 
scene. 7hese laws have tried toS ”limit access to school sports, school 
restrooms, and locker rooms) ban access to sa“e, efective, age-ap-
propriate gender-a4rming medical care) and remove inclusive books 
and re“erences to ;+q7ND identities and experiences “rom school 
curricula Ga la ”donPt Oay ;+q7N’Q’ G=R*.org, /E/jQ. 7he target 
is being heavily placed on transgender and gender noncon“orming 
youth, a group that is already prone to tragedies such as suicide and 
violent hate crimes. 3ccording to research by 3ustin and their team, 
transgender youth pose the highest rates o“ suicidality when compared 
to trans adults G3ustin et al., /E/EQ. Cet, bills are continually being 
passed that directly target this speciTc group.

888

My name is Jaxon Reas.

3nd I am watching the brutal wave o“ attacks against my commu-
nity Wust as many others in diferent minorities have be“ore me. I am 
standing in their shoes, waiting to see what the patriarchy does with 
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my rights and my “uture. I remember the terror in the women and 
other 3(3q Gassigned “emale at birthQ people when Roe v. Wade was 
overturned, never expecting it would be my turn to witness my rights 
on the chopping block. 

I was ignorant.

 It all comes “rom the same source) a source o“ hate and discrimi-
nation, greed and power. I wish I had known then what I know now 
about intersectionality because maybe then I would have been better 
prepared and e:uipped to handle the emergency we Tnd ourselves in. 
It is not simply an attack on transgender people because an attack on 
transgender people means it is also an attack on gays, lesbians, the 
black community, the disabled community, and everyone who does 
not Tt into that long list o“ norms “avored by the system. (ighting as 
separate groups will get us nowhere. –ur communities are so inter-
twined, and we can Tnd strength in those numbers. 

Oo, please, listen when I tell you that the trans Tght is your Tght as 
well. 

Join the Tght.
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