
AN OPPORTUMTY FOR ! W I N I N G  AND EXFERIENCE IN THE I;USEUM FIm 

Wany fo lk lo re  students,  e s p e c i a l l y  t hose  concent ra t ing  on m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  
studies,  have occasion t o  seek information about poss ib l e  f u t u r e  employ- 
ment in t h e  museum f i e l d ,  The Indiana program has  i n  t he  las t  two yea r s  
placed two Ph.D. candidates  i n  musemn possltions. I n t e r e s t  i n  such em;~loy- 
ment is growing among f o l k l o r e  s tuden t s  throughout t he  country, ye t  many 
of us f e e l  '-1st our okrn graduate schools  a r e  no t  preparing u s  a?eq a t e 1  
$pr r p e q  pos i t i ons  ( e t h  thc  ~ x m ~ ~ t i o n  pP Cacpcr&m,  dt courser,  an5 
that we 1a:k t h e  liriswledge of poss ib l e  :Jays t o  g e t  muse& e ~ p e r i . . , ~ c e  i n  
order t o  f ami l i a r i ze  ourse lves  with t h e  types of museum work ava i l ab l e  t o  
wr Ikny of u s  f e e l  that our  only  c h n c e  i s  t o  30 t o  Coo:?erstown a s  a s tu-  
dent. But, unfortunately many 01 u s  a l s o  r e a l i z e  t h i s  t o o  la t e ;  we a r e  a l l  
ready beyond the TLA, l e v e l  i n  our  s t u d i e s  and oiiPj then recognj-ze ou r  in-  
t e r e s t  i n  museuin work, 

Th6re i s  no doubt that Coopcrstownf s program i s  tile "nest of 'ered i n  t1d.s 
country for  prcpara ti-on 511 ma te r i a l  c ~ i l  t u r  e s t u d i e s  orj-en t ed tor~rarcl inus- 
e m  employment. There i s  no bs$+er  way t o  g e t  such a background than  by 
taking the l!,A, t j e r e ,  3 u t  f o r  those  o.C u s  i n  the  predicament of r e a l i z -  
i n g  too l a t e  our ma te r i a l  c u l t u r e  o r  museum i n % e r e s t s ,  a l l  i s  - not l o s t  
f o r  a clzance a t  gaining a sys t e l ;~a t i c  i n t roduc t ion  t o  mussuil problems and 
the opportunities of fe red  by musev:ns t o  i 'o lklore stuctents f o r  c r e a t i v e  
employment. 
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E -re is a six week summer progra-1 i l l  mvsewfi ad11mistrat;loil o ' fered a t  ' Williamsburg, Virginia  ( t h i s  w i l l  ' 2 ~ .  i t s  e l c v e n t i ~  year) which d e a l s  spe- 
/. o i f i ca l ly  with the  problems mcoulitered i n  operat in;  , muscum. It i s  

called the "seminar f o r  I i i s t o r i c a l  . : d ~ l i n i s t r ~ ~ . t o r s ~  and o: e r s  f e l l o ~ . ~ d l i p s  
%o twenty students  a t  f i v e  h u n d r ~ d  d o l l a r s  each, I a t tendsd  t h e  seminar 
as a fellow l a s t  s m c r  and f e e l  I c a r  speak t o  t n c  q u e s t i o l  0 7  i ts  va.1ue. 
fi general there  i s  no doubt t h a t  tllc ser?inar i s  s t i i n u l a t l n ~ ,  infor ,nat ive 
and worthwhile ?or f o l k l o r e  ~ t t c l e n t s  r ~ i t h  a -i iateridl c u l t u r e  bent. 

k 
Don't l e t  the term t~13istorical11 causc undrue concern. The 1)ro:rain i s  con- 
cerned with t r a i n i n ?  people t o  ~ ~ o r k  i n  a g ~ n c i c s  of t h c  "preserva t ion  
nsavsmenttl which i s  a very  broad pl~~nornenon 5ncorporatin; orga: i izat iom 
ranging from l o c a l  county h i s to r i c= : l  s o c i e t i  s (of  tlic "cupca!ce cornern 
variety) t o  such p r e s t i g i ~ ~ u s  organiza t i ons  as the  fJati onal  Park Service, 
the Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  an6 t h ~  Yin te r thu r  Huseun. IIost of t he  org- 
anisat ions involved i n  t he  p re se rva t io  move~~ent  a r e  h i s t o r i c  ,l agencies,  

1 but by  no means a r e  a l l  such. The t enn  l tBis tor ica l f l  comes i n  p a r t  born 
I the influence 0.2 t h e  f o u r  organiza t ions  urhich sponsor t he  seaiildr,  The 
1 American Association of imseums, me i la t iona l  T rus t  f o r  l l i s t o r i c  Preser- 

vation, The h c r i c a n  Associat ion ?or- S t a t e  and Local  His tory ,  a& Colon- 
%al tJilliamsburg, Inc. 

I 
I 

1 R e  purpose of the  seminar i s  t o  i n t ~ a s i v e l y  expose t h e  student, t o  t he  I 
kinds of problems a museum o r  a5c;lcy a d m i l ~ i s t r a t o r  may exgect t o  meet i n  
a musem career. Th is  i s  achicvsd i n  thr.;e Tdays, 

First, each P e l l o ~ ~ s h i p  holder  i s  e x , s c t e d  to co :~p le t c  a r c s ~ a r c l i  l x o j ~ c t  
on an ex is t ing  muscum or ac;:l?cy i n  liis home area,  previo~1.s t o  a t t i n d i n ,  
the seminar. This p r o j e c t  is as - igncd  t o  you - ~ y  t hc  ~ c m i n a r  coordinator ,  
1, for  instance, did a conpl&te  clsscr ipt ion,  a n a l y s i s  and c r i t i q u ~  of 



Spring Will S t a t e  p r k  i n  southern Indiana, concent ra t in?  on i t s  re s to red  
log vi l lage  and stone m i l l  complex. Cach of us presented the pesu l t s  of 
our studies in our own two and a ha l f  ~ O U ?  scminar scss ion  before  our 
crolleagues, colrplete with a l l  v i s u a l  a i d s  and da ta  possible.  Our ob jec- 
t i v e  was t o  evaluate t h e  inussizii1s o r  agency's purposes and success o r  
f a i l u r e  in meeting them. 

Secondly, the seminar brought t o  us, i"roin l i t e r a 1 1  :r a l l  over the country? 
, really top q e r ; t s  ih l21~ various f ic lds-of  musc-gn adminYatrationr +gut 

f o r t y  we'. chosen people were brought t o  us; they  each prespnb,~ .  .e ir  in-  
fomnatio~! i n  a seminar scssion and we g r i l l e d  them tiloro~ghly,.  Iioot wePb 
vepg canald and evocative i n  t h e i r  remarks. Some of the  consul tants  who 
oame l a s t  year (and there  i s  a very  high percentage o i  r e t u r n  each year) 
were Dr. Richard J. ElcCormick ( ~ u t g e r s )  , who d i s c u s ~ e d  research i n  s t a t e  
and loca l  his tory,  Mr. I v o ~  Noel Hume (Colonial -lil: ians:~urg), d iscuss ing  
e o l m i a l  archaeology, Mr. Harry Lowe (Sinithsonian), vho d e a l t  with rnuseum 
e i b i t s  and t h e i r  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  ItIra Russel J. F r id ley  ( E r e c t o r ,  Minne- 
rota  Historical  &cis ty) ,  discussing thr problems involved i n  rund r a i s -  
ing, and W i l l i a m  J. Young (Director ,  Depc rtment o l  A r t  Conservation, Bos- 
ton Museum of Fins  Arts and head of t h e  American team of r e s t o r e r s  in-  
volved i n  the aftermath of the  "orence d i s a s t e r ) ,  ~~rllo discussed problems 
of preservatioa 01 museum objec ts .  Kany otllcr s p e c i a l i s t s  l i t e r a l l y  
orr~ned us with useful  infomat ion .  

l!h third technique f o r  exposins us t o  rnuseu.11 problams and wags of solv- 
ing them was the l i b e r a l  use of Zield t r i p s  t o  nearby i;lusems. Ye v i s i t e d  
lild studied, o ?  coursc, man;. oi" the 6epar-t:i!ei~ts 02 Colonial  ' i i l l iamsburg 
$*self, the in fo r ina t i~n  center  complex, t h e  llbbey k l d r i c h  Rocliefeller 
Polk Art Collection, the c u r a t o r i a l  wareliouses, a l l  of t h e  important ex- 
hibi t ion buildings (viewing how t h e  public  i.s s u b t l y  guided through them), . . the archaeological degartmmt aild xany others .  ;~b?e v i s i t ~ d  the l a r i n c r s  t 
bfweum i n  Newport Net.rs, Virginia,  Jamestown Is land ( ~ a t i o n a l  Park Service), 
md h e s t o w n  Fes t iva l  Park, Carter  1 s Grove Plantakioii, The Virginia H i s -  
torical Society i n  3-chmond (iilclad.f.ng t h e  Barrows l a b  f o r  the  study of 
g)aper preeervation housed there) ,  Thr valci l t ine Museurl (of the C i t y  of 
&hmond), The coilfedsrate liusewil and t h e  Virginia lfuseun of Fins Arts, 
bath in Richmond. U.1 of thcse  were bc l~ind  the  scenes tours ,  and we got  
Quite sk i l led  a t  spot t ing  e::cellence or insdiocri ty i n  museum p r a c t i c e s  
by sixlply observing the  c o n t r a s t s  v i ~ i b l e  i n  t h ~  f i e l d .  do1lot.1-up- sem- 
inars  on eazh tour  gave us a chance t o  f i g i c e  out  wily various i:useWilils ex- 
uelled or f a i l ed  Fn t h e i r  various object ives.  

The basic  Tormat oP each day was an 8 t o  1 2  :l~ornin: semFnar, u s c a l l y  with 
a guest speaker vhom t ~ c  had ampla appor tuni ty  t o  quest ion;  a 2 t o  5 af- 
ternoon seminar Tor stu.dent r e p o r t s  o r  2 f i e l d  t r i p ,  and ~ v e n i g g s  Zree so 
that we could take advantage of our f r e e  passes t o  a l l  of TTilliamsburgls 
h i b i t i o n  buildings, a s  w a l l  a s  t o  vis5.t i t s  c r a f t  s l~ops  and i t s  book - 
stores, The craftsmen vere p a r t i c u l a r l y  of i n t e r e s t ;  they  included a cobp- - er, a group of weavers and dyers,  a gunsmith, s i lversmi ths ,  a shoemalar, 
a printer ,  a brass  forger ,  a blaclrsnlitn, a cabii~ztmaker, e t  a l .  These 
evenings were an edu.cation i n  themselves. iie a l l  l i v e d  ii? one of the  dor- 
mitories of ?illiam ,and llary Collcse, had cook in^ f a c i l i t i e s  and the  use 
of W i l l i a m  andcV4aryl s new l i b r a r y .  Some brought t h e i r  spouses, b u t  those 
with children were encoiilqaged t o  l i v e  outs ide  the  dorm?.tory iil ciglzteenth 
century restored homes i n  the  Colonial '!i7_liams1:wg r s s t o r a t i n n  i t s e l f .  

Generally thc experience was very  ilcompac tt1 and extrsmely t r o r t h ~ h i l e .  



The fellowship st ipend lras jus t  adequate l o r  l i v i n a  expenses and spendinp 
money, %b contacts  made with ~ U S C ~ I  ;>eople a r e  invaluable, -nd most irn- 
portant of a l l ,  one f i n d s  out how much ~ o l 1 ~ : l o r i s t s  s tudyinz mater ia l  cul-  
ture have i n  common wit11 r e g i o n a l - c ~ l t ~ w a l  histofiians. ~iosii  of us were 
histoir ians,  but  the re  :rere taro Folk lor is t s ;  pro a l l  got  alony f i n e  ineo- 
logically, and learned a g r e a t  dea l  about each o t h e r l s  techhiques, thus  
gaining cympatl~y f o r  each o t h e r ' s  approaches t o  the s tudy o i  ordinary 
nWi in  complcx eocie t ies .  

FYnally, some nuts  and b o l t s ,  l b i i t l ~ c r  in f  ronlati,>n and appl ica  :ion Porms 
can be gotten by wri t ing:  

,'The Coordinator 
Seminar f o r  Hi s to r i ca l  Administration 
National Trust f o r  H i s t o r i c  Preservat ion  
748 Jackson Place, N,W. 
IJashington, D.C 20006 

Tb seminar takes pldce j ~ m e  14 t o  July 25;. The deadl ine  f o r  app l i ca t ion  
is IWch lk, 1969. Fdenty fe l lowships  a r e  ava i l ab le ,  and four  non-f ellows 

j (Who pay t h e i r  own ;ray) w i l l  be accepted. You must have completed one 
year of graduate work i n  'nistorJr, a rch i t ec tu re ,  :in:, a r t s ,  o r  an a l l i e d  
f i e ld  such as fo lk lo re  t o  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  agp l l ca t ion r  You can apply now 

; if you are in your first  graduate ysar ,  

I Will not say t h a t  t h i s  seminar comcs near  replacin:; 2n Ei,R,at 
Omperstown, but I w i l l  s a y  t h a t  i8 i s  t o  my howledge  t h e  nexrt b e s t  th ing  
for those int crested i.n ina ter ia l  c u l t u r e  and mLlseLrn FJO~IC.  Hgain t h e  t ra in-  
in& i e  directed p r inc ipa l ly  t o  aspir ir lg a d m i i i i s t r ~ t o r s ,  and If: ss so  t o  
wiring curators,  but  b0t.h S ~ ~ E S  of t h e  lnuseun f i e l d  a re  t r ea t ed ,  Most 
W t a i n l y  you corne away informed about the  r?usewn i i e l d ,  whether o r  no t  
yw widh t o  pa r t i c ipa te  i n  it, If you in tend t o  apply, do remember t h a t  
gear outside research projec t  w i l l  be assigned by the coordinator  of *he 
sgdnar (and with some wisdom on h i s  p a r t )  a126 you :J:I.~?- be expected t o  
have your research complete and ready t o  present  when you a r r i v e  i n  T1lill- 
k b w g  i n  June, The work required on t h e  ,3roj&ct approximates t h a t  of 
i graduate term paper. %us you should p lan  your course work accordingly* 

i2iclxird Lunt 
Folldore I n s t i t u t e  
Indiana Univers i ty  

The e d i t o r s  oL" the  FO'LICLO ;T FO3Ufil, i n  a 
r a r e  expression of s o c i a l  conscience, 
w i l l  not bs pr in t i i ig  any grape jokes 
(o r  o ther  v i n i l o g i c a l  l o r e )  f o r  t h e  
duration of the  Cali loirr ia  grape boycott. 




