
The vast majority of people in American jails
, over 80 percent,

are there because they can’t afford bail. (Covert,2024)
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What is Cash Bail?

 A sum of money paid as a guarantee for the temporary release of a 
prisoner until their trial.

 Usually paid in cash, a bank check, or other forms of collateral.

 Purpose: To ensure the defendant's appearance in court and prevent 
fleeing or failure to appear.

References: Kolhatkar, S. (2024). Cash Bail is Unfair and Violates Due Process. CounterPunch, 1–3.
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 The court sets the bail amount.

 The defendant or their family pays the amount.

 If the defendant fulfills their obligations , bail is refunded after 
the trial. Otherwise, bail is forfeited.

How Does It Work?



"Mike" has been arrested in the state of Georgia on charges of Driving Under the Influence 
(DUI). After the arrest, he is presented in court where the judge will decide whether he can be 
released on bail until his trial.
Setting the Bail:
The judge reviews Mike's criminal record, the severity of the crime, and other factors. The 
judge sets the bail amount at $10,000 to ensure that Mike will return for his court hearings.
Paying the Bail:
Initially, Mike's family attempts to resolve the issue on their own. If they are unable to do so, 
one of the bail bond companies in Georgia may pay the $10,000 to temporarily release Mike. If 
Mike's family cannot pay this amount in cash, they may pay only 10% or 12.5% of the bail 
(equivalent to $1,000 or $1,250) to a bail bond company, and the company will guarantee the 
remaining amount to the court.
Returning the Bail:
If Mike fulfills all his obligations, attends all court sessions, and abides by the law, the bail 
amount will be returned to the payer (either his family or the bail bond company) after the trial 
concludes.
Forfeiting the Bail:
If Mike fails to appear in court, violates the terms of his release, or commits another crime, the 
bail will be forfeited. In this case, the family or bail bond company will not receive the bail 
money back, and the amount will be kept by the court.

Bail Process in the State of 
Georgia, USA
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 The amount is set by the court based on the type of crime, the 
individual’s history, and specific circumstances.

 The amount can range from a few thousand dollar for minor offenses 
to high amounts for serious crimes.

How is the Bail Amount 
Determined?



How is the Bail Amount 
Determined?

References: "Money Rules” (Illustration by Felipe Galindo)
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Application of Cash Bail:
 Ensures the defendant returns to court.
 Prevents fleeing or failure to appear.
 Reduces overcrowding in jails and allows defendants more time to 

prepare for trial.

Legal and Social Importance:
 Legal: A tool to guarantee temporary release and protect defendants' 

rights.
 Social: May lead to economic discrimination, as low-income individuals 

might not afford bail and could remain in jail longer. It also has negative 
impacts on the personal and social lives of the detainees.

References: Kolhatkar, S. (2024). Cash Bail is Unfair and Violates Due Process. CounterPunch, 1–3.

Importance and Application of 
Cash Bail



Cash Bail Process:
 The court or judicial authorities decide whether bail should be set.
 The bail amount is determined by the court and communicated to 

the defendant or their family.
 If the defendant cannot pay, they must remain in jail until the trial.

Impact of Cash Bail:
 For low-income individuals: Inability to pay bail may lead to a 

prolonged stay in jail, even if they are innocent.
 Social and Psychological Impact: Inability to pay bail can 

negatively affect personal, family, and professional life, causing 
significant stress.

References: Kirkpatrick, C. (2023). Criminalizing poverty: Cash bail as a public health 
emergency. New York Amsterdam News, 114(42), 12.

Cash Bail Process and 
Its Impact
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Financial Challenges: Inability to Pay Bail
 Many prisoners, especially those in financially vulnerable 

situations, cannot afford the set cash bail amount.
 It cause lead to overcrowding in jails and increase the number of 

incarcerated individuals in the judicial system.
Inequality: Impact on Low-Income and Vulnerable Groups

 Those in financial hardship may not afford bail, even if they are 
innocent, leading to longer stays in jail.

 This inequality highlights the unfairness in the judicial system.

References:Kolhatkar, S. Cashing in on Racist Bail. CounterPunch, [s. l.], p. 1–4, 2024. 

Financial Challenges and 
Inequality of Cash Bail
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Impact on 
Justice and Fairness

 One major problem with cash bail is that innocent individuals may remain 
in jail simply because they cannot afford bail.

 This violates the principles of justice, as people are detained before their 
trial without proof of guilt, solely based on their financial status.

 Financial discrimination in the cash bail system may result in wrongful 
detention of potentially innocent people.

 The 2022 report indicates that the number of pretrial detainees increased 
by 433% from 1970 to 2015, and now around 500,000 people are in jail 
without having been tried.

 References: Kolhatkar, S. (2024). Cash Bail is Unfair and Violates Due Process. CounterPunch, 1–
3.
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Pretrial Detainees from 1970 to 2015 in America
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Social and Family Impacts 
of Cash Bail

Family Problems:
 Inability to pay bail can lead to separation from family and 

increased stress on family members.
 It may disrupt family relationships, as prisoners are unable to stay 

with their families.

Job Issues:
 Those who remain in jail may lose their jobs and face long-term 

impacts on their career and finances.
 Prolonged jail time can negatively affect one's financial stability and 

employment prospects.
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Psychological Stress:
 Inability to pay bail creates severe stress for prisoners and their 

families, leading to anxiety and depression and long-term 
psychological problems.

Financial and Economic Pressure:
 Families may be forced to sell their assets or take on heavy loans 

to secure the bail. 
 This financial pressure can lead to poverty, debt, and long-term 

financial problems for the families.

Psychological and Social Impacts:
 This situation causes stress, anxiety, and psychological problems 

for the family and may lead to social isolation and feelings of 
shame for them.

References: Kirkpatrick, C. (2023). Criminalizing poverty: Cash bail as a public health 
emergency. New York Amsterdam News, 114(42), 12.

Psychological and Social 
Consequences of Cash Bail
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Non-Cash Bail: 
 Use property or other collateral instead of cash.

Assessment of the Financial Status of Prisoners:
 To determine the bail amount, the financial status of the prisoner must 

be carefully evaluated. 
 The individual’s income, assets, and living expenses should be reviewed 

as the basis for determining the bail amount.

Proportionality of Bail Amount to Financial Capability:
 The bail should be set in such a way that the prisoner and their family 

can afford it without experiencing severe financial pressure. 
 A high bail amount may lead to unfairness and deprive the individual of 

the possibility of temporary release.

Suggestions to Improve 
Cash Bail System

Sl
id

e 
 - 

14



Reducing Negative Impacts

Shorten Jail Time:
 Reduce jail time for those unable to pay bail.

Financial Assistance: 
 Create programs to help those who can't afford bail.

Supervision Over Cash Bail: 
 Use supervision instead of cash bail in some casesSl
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Key Takeaways

 Cash bail causes financial and social challenges for prisoners.
 It can lead to unfair imprisonment of innocent individuals.
 Financial struggles, family issues, and psychological pressure are 

major impacts.Sl
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Need for Change: 
 Cash bail needs reform to reduce unfairness and discrimination.

Social Impact: 
 Reforms can reduce negative effects on prisoners' lives.

Invitation for Discussion:
 Engage in conversations to improve the system.

Conclusion 
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 Thank you for listening to my PowerPoint presentation.
 I hope the information presented was helpful to you. 
 Please share your thoughts with me, as they will contribute to 

increasing my knowledge and awareness.
 If you have any other questions :
                       Email: nsalehi@iu.edu
                       Phone: (510)776-0711

Thank you 

Question & Feedback 
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