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1. Society Prize Deadlines Approach 
 
The deadline for nominations for three Society prizes—the Benjamin A. Botkin 
Prize. The Zora Neale Hurston Prize, and the Américo Paredes Prize—is August 
31, 2010. 
 
a. Benjamin A. Botkin Prize 
 
Each year, the Public Programs Section of the American Folklore Society joins 
with the AFS Executive Board to award the Benjamin A. Botkin Prize of $200 to 
an individual for significant achievement in public folklore. This prize is given in 
recognition of the work of Benjamin A. Botkin (1901-1975). Eminent New Deal-
era folklorist, national folklore editor of the Federal Writers’ Project in 1938-1939, 
advocate for the public responsibilities of folklorists, author and compiler of many 
publications on American folklore for general audiences, and head of the Archive 
of American Folk Song at the Library of Congress from 1942 to 1945, Botkin has 
had a major impact on the field of public folklore and on the public 
understanding of folklore.  
 
The review criteria are:  
 

• Engagement of a broad public audience in the materials of folklore 
• Impact on the field of public folklore: development of models, 

methodology, visibility, advocacy  
• Impact on communities/constituents and their traditional culture  
• Contributions to the body of materials of folklore/public folklore  
• Quality of artistry in presentation: writing, photography, stagecraft, etc. 
• Quality of scholarship  
• Impact on the discipline of folklore, its theories and methodology 
• Quality/adequacy of nomination package itself  
• Breadth of support, as evidenced by letters from community members and 

non-folklorists in addition to folklore colleagues  
 
The next deadline for nominations is August 31, 2010. Please direct nominations, 
as well as your questions, to Botkin Prize Committee chair Anne Pryor, Folk and 



Traditional Arts Specialist at the Wisconsin Arts Board (608/266-8106; 
anne.pryor@wisconsin.gov).  
 
Nominations should include a letter of nomination; a one- or two-page biography 
or resume of the nominee; three to five letters of support from a broad range of 
people, including community members who have benefited from the nominee's 
work and people from outside the folklore field in addition to colleagues. Letters 
should specifically address the review criteria listed above and should explain 
how the nominee has taken folklore to a broad public audience. 
 
All nomination letters and support material must be submitted in electronic 
format so they can be distributed easily and quickly to the committee members. 
Nominations remain active for three years. Previous nominators should contact 
Pryor to ensure that their nominations are still in the pool, to arrange to send 
electronic versions of materials previously sent in hard copy, and to inquire about 
adding new or updated materials to those nominations. 
 
Past Botkin Prize recipients are:  
 

• Bess Lomax Hawes, folklore scholar, performer, and advocate, formerly of 
the National Endowment for the Arts (1994) 

• Archie Green, folklore scholar and advocate-at-large (1995) 
• Jane Beck, founder of the Vermont Folklife Center (1996) 
• Dan Sheehy of the National Endowment for the Arts and Joe Wilson of the 

National Council for the Traditional Arts (1997) 
• Jim Griffith of the Southwest Folklife Center (1998) 
• Richard Kurin of the Smithsonian’s Center for Folklife and Cultural 

Heritage (1999) 
• Bobby Fulcher of the Tennessee State Parks (2000) 
• Hal Cannon of the Western Folklife Center (2001) 
• Robert Baron of the New York State Council for the Arts and Nick Spitzer 

of the University of New Orleans and National Public Radio (2002) 
• Alan Jabbour of Washington, DC, formerly of the American Folklife Center, 

Library of Congress (2003) 
• Jens Lund, independent folklorist of Olympia, Washington (2004) 
• James Leary, University of Wisconsin (2005) 
• Elaine Thatcher, Utah State University (2006) 
• Steve Zeitlin, City Lore (2007)  
• Yvonne Lockwood, Michigan State University Museum (2008) 
• Elaine Eff, Baltimore, Maryland (2009)  

 
b. Zora Neale Hurston Prize 
 



This prize of $100 is named for the pioneering folklorist, ethnographer, and 
creative writer who lived from 1891 to 1960, worked in and wrote extensively 
about African American communities throughout the southern U.S., and is 
internationally known for her folklore collection Mules and Men (1935) and her 
novel Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937), as well as other notable works. The 
prize is given to a graduate or undergraduate student for the best work in any 
medium—including but not limited to papers, films, sound recordings, or 
exhibitions—on African American folklore. 
 
Works submitted for prize consideration do not have to be about Hurston herself. 
One of the past prize-winning works was a graduate research paper that resulted 
in a thesis, another was a course paper written by a graduate student and later 
published as an article in the journal Southern Folklore, and the most recent was 
an ethnography project conducted by an undergraduate student for a senior 
seminar course. 
 
The next deadline for nominations is August 31, 2010. Please send three copies 
of your submission, with an electronic copy of all paper submissions and cover 
letters sent by e-mail, to AFS Zora Neale Hurston Prize, American Folklore 
Society, The Ohio State University, 1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus OH 43201 USA; 
lloyd.100@osu.edu.  Nominees not selected in the year of their original 
nomination are kept in consideration for two more reviews.  
 

• Edward Lessor, Florida State University, for his paper "Finding Your Feet 
in Fiction: Zora Neale Hurston's Experimental Ethnography" (1996) 

• Krista Thompson, Emory University, for her paper "Performing 
Ethnography in Zora Neale Hurston's 'The Great Day'" (1997) 

• Peter J. Brownlee, George Washington University, for his paper "'Where 
De Water Drink Lak Cherry Wine': The Importance of Zora Neale 
Hurston's Work in Polk County, Florida; Honorable Mention to Yolanda 
Hood, University of Missouri, Columbia, for her paper "The Crafter and the 
Craft: Postmodernism and the African American Quilting Tradition" (1998) 

• Patrick A. Polk, University of California, Los Angeles, for his article "Other 
Books, Other Powers: The 6th and 7th Books of Moses in Afro-Atlantic 
Folk Belief" (2000) 

• Amy McKibbin, Florida State University, for her paper "Folklore Beliefs in 
African-American Families" (2001) 

• Antony Cherian and Mark Westmoreland, University of Texas, Austin, for 
their film Truth I Ever Told (2002) 

• Wanda Addison, University of Louisiana, Lafayette, for her paper "Self-
Representation Through Discourse: Bertha Handy's Mirrored Ideology" 
(2003) 

• Quan Lateef, Howard University, for her paper "The Rap That Binds: The 
Evolution of Hop Hop" (2004) 



• Scott Edmondson, University of California, Los Angeles, for his film "I Seen 
and I Know": Testimony From a Los Angeles Storefront (2005) 

• No Hurston Prize was awarded in 2006. 
• Tracy Carpenter, The Ohio State University, for her paper "The 

Construction of the Crack Mother Icon" (2007) 
• Aron Myers, Florida State University, for his documentary, soundtrack, and 

curriculum guide The Life and Times of Zora Neale Hurston (2008)  
• Jelani Mahiri, University of California, Berkeley, for his paper "Slavery, 

Inequality and Informal Work: A Genealogical Investigation of 
Occupational Folklore in Brazil" (2009)  

 
c. Américo Paredes Prize 
 
Each year, the AFS Task Force on Cultural Diversity, Chicana/Chicano Section, 
and Folklore Latino, Latinoamericano, y Caribeño Section join with the AFS 
Executive Board to give this prize of $200, which recognizes excellence in 
integrating scholarship and engagement with the people and communities one 
studies, or in teaching and encouraging scholars and practitioners to work in 
their own cultures or communities. 
 
Américo Paredes (1915-1999), a leading scholar in folklore and Greater Mexico 
studies, worked relentlessly throughout his life, in the words of Olga Nájera-
Ramírez, "to better understand, represent, and respect the rights, lives, and 
culture of U.S. Latinas and Latinos."  Paredes contributed significantly to the 
formation of various intellectual trends and in particular to the scholarship on 
"native" folklorists and anthropologists; indeed, he trained several generations of 
"natives." He was the first Mexican American to receive a PhD at the University 
of Texas, where he taught from 1958 until his retirement in 1984. 
 
The Paredes Prize recognizes his contributions to the field and to the Society, 
gives respect to his memory, and recognizes exemplary achievements that build 
upon his cross-disciplinary, socially engaged legacy.  
 
The prize may be awarded for many forms of accomplishment, including 
products such as a book, article, software package, or exhibit; or on the basis of 
the overall impact of the nominee’s engaged teaching and scholarship, or her/his 
fostering of work in one’s own community or culture. 
 
To nominate a candidate, e-mail a letter describing how the nominee has 
achieved excellence in either or both of the achievements the Prize recognizes to 
lloyd.100@osu.edu.  Nominees not selected in the year of their original 
nomination are kept in consideration for two more reviews.  
 
Past Paredes Prize recipients are: 



 
• William A. Wilson, Brigham Young University, emeritus (2002) 
• Norma Cantú, University of Texas, San Antonio (2003) 
• C. Kurt Dewhurst and Marsha MacDowell, Michigan State University 

Museum (2004) 
• Enrique Lamadrid, University of New Mexico (2005) 
• The El Rio Project (2006) 
• Barre Toelken, Utah State University, emeritus (2007)  
• Barry Jean Ancelet, University of Louisiana, Lafayette (2008)  
• Debora Kodish, Philadelphia Folklore Project (2009) 

 
 
2.  Dorothy Howard Prize of the AFS Folklore in Education Section 
 
The AFS Folklore and Education Section offers an annual Dorothy Howard Prize 
to all individuals and organizations whose work effectively encourages K-12 
educators or students to use or study folklore and folkloristic approaches in all 
educational environments. Such works include but are not limited to curriculum 
materials, publications, audio and video recordings, multimedia publications, and 
exhibits. Work produced in the two calendar years prior to the annual AFS 
meeting is eligible for consideration. 
 
Dorothy Howard (1902-1996) grew up in the Progressive Era, receiving a 
teaching degree from the North Texas Normal College (now the University of 
North Texas) in 1923. During her career as a teacher and principal in Texas, New 
York, and New Jersey, Howard integrated folklore into her curriculum by having 
students collect and study playground chants and jingles as a way of introducing 
them to poetry; research their names and their meanings to study spelling; and 
write about such traditions as ravioli making to develop their writing skills. 
Howard's interest in children's folklore and education enabled her to bridge a gap 
between the Victorian "armchair" study of children's culture with the field-based 
studies we conduct today. In 1938 she received her doctorate in education with 
a study of games that combined these two styles of study. Her pioneering work 
shows us that folklore can be used in the curriculum in a way that is rich and 
meaningful. The Dorothy Howard Prize honors both Howard and those who have 
followed her lead in folklore and education. 
 
Nominations should identify the author(s) or creator(s), publisher, date of 
publication, and describe why the nomination deserves consideration. 
Statements should not exceed three double-spaced pages. Entries must have 
been published within the past two years. Anyone may nominate work by 
submitting three copies of materials, or in the case of non-print work, three 
copies of detailed descriptions and any relevant supporting materials to the 
address below. In the case of particularly extensive or expensive materials (e.g., 



multimedia kits), a single copy may be submitted, but please still include three 
copies of the nominating statement/description. 
 
Submissions will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria: 
 
* Does the product add significantly to the body of folklore and education 
literature or resources? 
* Is the material appropriate for intended age groups and subject focus? 
* Do the materials have the potential to engage their intended audience fully? 
 
The prize amount is $100, and the deadline for submissions is August 31, 2010. 
Electronic submission is encouraged but not mandatory.  
 
Please send submissions to Gwen Meister, Chair of the 2010 Howard Prize 
Committee. (gmeister@windstream.net or Nebraska Folklife Network, 5620 
Hunts Drive, Lincoln NE 68512-1190 USA). For questions please email Gwen or 
call her at 402/420-5442. 
 
The recipient of the Dorothy Howard Prize will be honored at the annual Folklore 
and Education section meeting during the American Folklore Society conference 
in Nashville in October. 
 
3.  Meeting News 
 
a. Unpacking Collections: The Legacy of Cuesta Benberry and a Symposium on 
Using Quilt History Collections 
 
Michigan State University Museum announces a major event this fall: "Unpacking 
Collections: The Legacy of Cuesta Benberry and a Symposium on Using Quilt 
History Collections," to explore the connections between using collections in 
making or studying quilts. 
 
The symposium is set for October 8-10, 2010, in East Lansing, Michigan, and is 
planned in conjunction with an exhibition that showcases examples of materials 
from the Cuesta Benberry Quilt History Collections that were recently acquired by 
the MSU Museum. 
 
Scholars and creative artists use private and public collections of objects and 
archival materials to inform their work. What do they collect? Where do they find 
collections and how exactly do they use them? What do they do with the 
collections when they are done? How have they been inspired by collections? 
What obstacles do they encounter when building or using collections? These 
questions and more will be explored in the MSU Museum symposium. 
 



 "We were wonderfully surprised and honored that Cuesta Benberry's collections 
have come to the Michigan State University Museum," says Marsha MacDowell, 
MSU Museum curator and MSU professor of art and art history.  "Research-based 
collections like hers are critical to still under-studied but important aspects of 
quilt history and of African American art and cultural history. We know that this 
collection of primary materials will enable scholars here on campus and around 
the world to benefit from Cuesta's trail-blazing work and to carry it forward. Her 
collections and others held at the MSU Museum allow us also to examine the 
importance of building and using collections in creative, scholarly, and 
educational ways," she adds. 
 
To download the symposium brochure and to register by mail or online, go to:  
http://museum.msu.edu/Events/cbsymposium/ 
 
Noted individuals who have used collections in their scholarly and creative work 
and will speak at the symposium include Lauren Cross, Kyra Hicks, Carolyn 
Mazloomi, Patricia Turner, and Merikay Waldvogel. In addition there will be a 
showing of Cross's film The Skin Quilt Project film, book sales, author book 
signings, and an information session on using The Quilt Index 
(www.quiltindex.org); "Sit and Stitch" with quiltmakers and "Sit and Share 
Collections" with quilt history collectors; and a reunion of participants in the 
African American Quiltmaking in Michigan Project. Optional symposium package 
add-on activities include "Behind the Scenes" tours of the MSU Museum African 
American and African Quilt Collections and an opportunity to have your quilt 
documented for the Michigan Quilt Project/The Quilt Index. 
 
Self-guided tours of the exhibition Unpacking Collections: The Legacy of Cuesta 
Benberry, An African American Quilt Scholar, and the concurrent Dear Mr. 
Mandela, Dear Mrs. Parks: Children's Letters, Global Lessons (an exhibition 
produced by the Nelson Mandela Museum and the Michigan State University 
Museum in collaboration with the Keeper of the Word Foundation) will also be 
available. 
 
Members of the Great Lakes African American Quilt Network, the Lansing Sisters 
in Stitches, and Flint African American Quilt Guild will serve as volunteer hosts 
and will have information on their organizations. 
 
The symposium is being organized by the Michigan State University Museum and 
has been supported by a major grant from the Salser Family Foundation with 
additional support from the MSU Museum Studies Program, MSU Department of 
Art and Art History, MSU Women's Resource Center, African and African 
American Studies Program, MSU Office for Inclusion and Intercultural Initiatives, 
and the MSU Residential College of Art and Humanities. 
 



For more information about the exhibition, visit 
http://museum.msu.edu/Exhibitions/Current/TheLegacyofCuestaBenberry.html 
 
b. Delta Symposium 
 
The Department of English and Philosophy at Arkansas State University opens a 
call for papers and presentations for the seventeenth annual Delta Symposium 
on 6-9 April 2011.  Individual presentations on any topic are welcome, but 
special consideration will be provided to organized panels that specifically 
address this year's theme: "The Delta in Print, Image, and Sound."   Symposium 
participants addressing this theme will explore ways in which the representation 
of the region's history and culture is connected to wider elements of mass media 
as well as more individualized forms of mediated expression.  The symposium 
hosts scholars and students of the humanities and social sciences, and features 
multidisciplinary presentations on topics ranging from blues and other forms of 
music associated with the Delta to historical and contemporary issues relevant to 
the region.  The event offers a variety of presentations, including panels, musical 
and theatrical performances, keynote speakers, and readings/signings by 
prominent authors and poets.  This year's program includes filmmaker Kevin 
Willmott of the University of Kansas and blues legend Big Jack Johnson. 
 
For further information, contact the Delta Symposium Committee or visit the 
Symposium Web site: http://altweb.astate.edu/blues/. Deadline for entries is 
December 1, 2010.   
 
Each entry should consist of the following: 
 
Presenter's name and affiliation 
Contact information, including address, phone, and e-mail 
Vita (2 pages) 
A 200-word abstract of the presentation 
Technical needs for the presentation 
 
c. 2nd Island Dynamics Conference: Taking Malta out of the Box: Island 
Cultures, Economies, and Identities; Valletta, Malta, 11-15 May 2011 
  
The 2nd Island Dynamics Conference will bring together academics, politicians, 
civil servants, and businesspeople to explore insular and maritime communities, 
past and present, in Northern Europe, the Mediterranean, and worldwide. This 
island studies conference is a collaboration of the Isle of Man International 
Business School's Small States & Islands Research Centre, the University of 
Aberdeen’s Elphinstone Institute, and Eastern Mediterranean University’s Center 
for Cyprus Studies. 
  



The conference theme considers how the identities of maritime communities and 
geographical and cultural islands develop alongside their cultures and economies. 
Keynote speakers are the folklorist Henry Glassie, the island business and 
governance researcher Godfrey Baldacchino, and the geographer David 
Lowenthal. 
  
Papers are sought from a wide range of disciplines, including such fields as 
folklore, business, anthropology, economics, history, political science, tourism 
studies, archaeology, branding, ethnomusicology, and heritage studies. Although 
papers concerning the conference theme are particularly welcome, we are 
interested in talks on all maritime and island topics, particularly comparative 
island studies. Presenters will be encouraged to submit adapted versions of 
papers for inclusion in the conference proceedings. Some papers will be 
considered for publication in the peer-reviewed Island Dynamics: Occasional 
Papers. 
 
Registration fees will be £60 (standard) and £36 (students and Malta residents). 
Conference delegates will also have the opportunity to participate in additional 
activities such as bus tours, walking tours, organized meals, and cultural 
evenings. The conference will be held at Hotel Phoenicia, just outside the historic 
city of Valletta. Please note that the dates of the conference have been changed 
to 11–15 May 2011. 
 
The deadline for abstract proposals is 1 September 2010. To see how to submit 
an abstract, go to: www.islanddynamics.org/conference/cfp.html. 
 
To learn about the conference, visit www.islanddynamics.net/conference.html. If 
you have any questions, feel free to contact the convener Adam Grydehøj at 
agrydehoj@islanddynamics.org. 
 
d. Vernacular Architecture Forum 
  
The Vernacular Architecture Forum invites paper proposals for its Annual Meeting 
in Falmouth, Jamaica, on May 31-June 4, 2011.  Papers may address vernacular 
and everyday buildings, sites, or cultural landscapes worldwide. Submissions on 
all vernacular topics are welcome, but we encourage papers that explore topics 
related to the conference themes of heritage tourism as the new colonialism; 
climate and vernacular design; creolization, hybridity, acculturation and other 
models for cultural engagement; and race, slavery, and place.  Papers should be 
twenty-minutes in length, although proposals for complete sessions, roundtable 
discussions, or other innovative means that facilitate scholarly discourse are also 
welcome. 
  
Proposals must be one-page, fewer than 400 words, and include paper title, 



author's name, and email address. Please state clearly the argument of the paper 
and explain the methodology and content. Papers should be theoretical or 
analytical in nature, rather than descriptive. Attach a one-page CV to your 
proposal submission. The deadline for proposals is September 13, 2010. 
  
Presenters must deliver their papers in person and be VAF members at the time 
of the conference. Speakers who do not register for the conference by April 1, 
2010 will be withdrawn. Please do not submit an abstract if you are not 
committed to attending the papers session on June 4.  Presenter Fellowships to 
offset registration costs are available to students and recent graduates. For more 
information on Presenter Fellowships see 
http://www.vafweb.org/awards/presenter.html. 
  
Electronic submissions of proposals and CVs in Word format are preferred. Please 
send email proposals to Andrew Dolkart at asd3@columbia.edu or hard copies to 
Andrew Dolkart, Columbia University School of Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation, 413 Avery Hall, New York NY 10027 USA.  For general information 
about the Jamaica meeting contact Louis Nelson at ln6n@virginia.edu. 
  
e. Fifth International Symposium on Finno-Ugric Languages in Groningen (The 
Netherlands): The Finno-Ugric contribution to international research on folklore, 
myth and cultural identity; University of Groningen, 7 to 9 June 2011 
 
Folklore research has always been one of the core fields of scholarly activity in 
Finno-Ugric studies. As a consequence of their relatively late literarization many 
Finno-Ugric languages have preserved a rich stock of folk poetry and oral 
traditions which formed the basis for different fields of research including 
linguistics, ethnography, ethnology, cultural anthropology, comparative 
mythology and literary and cultural studies in general. Finno-Ugric folklore 
research has also played an important role internationally as shown by the fact 
that one of the most distinguished monograph series of the field (Folklore Fellow 
Communications) is edited in Finland and that the international scientific 
community uses a classification system for fairy tales initiated by a Finnish 
scholar (ATU = Aarne / Thompson / Uther). 
 
The aim of this conference is to combine this valuable Finno-Ugric research 
experience with modern methods and to bring together scholars from different 
disciplines and different fields of study such as linguists, folklorists, literary critics 
and others. The main question is how Finno-Ugric studies have contributed to 
international research in the respective field, and vice versa, how international 
research tendencies have been and can be applied in the study of specific Finno-
Ugric languages and cultures. 
 
Answers to these more general questions should be sought in concrete case 



studies dealing with specific languages, cultures, mythologies or oral traditions. 
Detailed studies on single phenomena are as welcome as broader comparative 
investigations; no specific method is preferred, and especially implementations of 
more recent concepts like the post-colonial perspective, ethnic studies or 
culturalism are very welcome; papers are admitted from all disciplines and fields 
of study, the only prerequisite being that at least one Finno-Ugric language be 
involved. However, as the general approach should be based on language, 
papers on e.g. folk dancing or knitting techniques are not expected. 
 
Invited keynote speakers are Mihály Hoppál (Eötvös Loránd University, 
Budapest), Seppo Knuuttila (University of Joensuu), and Ülo Valk (University of 
Tartu). 
 
The symposium languages are English and German. Scholars who wish to 
present a paper at this symposium are invited to submit a title and brief outline 
(250 words) to the organizing committee not later than 30 November 2010. 
Please use the link at the symposium homepage: www.let.rug.nl/fu2011. 
 
Notification on acceptance will be sent out by 15 January 2011. The papers 
should be 20 minutes in length (15,000 characters). With discussion included, 
each speaker will have 30 minutes at her/his disposal. The registration fee will be 
€ 75 until 1 April 2011, after which it will be 100 €. The organizers plan to 
publish a peer-reviewed selection of the (possibly extended) papers from the 
symposium in the series Studia Fenno-Ugrica Groningana. 
 
Address: Department of Finno-Ugric Languages and Cultures / University of 
Groningen, PO Box 716, 700 AS Groningen, The Netherlands, Fax: +31 50 363 
5821; e-mail: fu2011@rug.nl 
 
 
  
	
  


