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A knowledge of the climate and the laws which g vern 
it, i not only e ential, but absolutely indi pen abl to the 
welfare of a nation or community. The int~lligent agricul­
turist will not only examine into the chemical and geolog­
ical omponents of the soil, but al 0 study the temperature, 
wind and moisture, which, according to circumstances, may 
be either beneficial or injurious to hi productions and 
health. 

It i alone by b ming familiar with the principles of 
practical agri nltnre, h mistry of' the soil, geology and 
meteorology, that the material and intellectual intere ts of 
both farmer and mechani ar advanced, the resources of 
the oil and the mines developed, which, in connection with 
{lommerce and manufa ture. , lay th foundation of a na i n" 
wealth. 
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The climate of th is county does not differ materially 
from the adjoining counties, but that there are changes 
peculiar t-o each, of temperature and moisture, is evident 
from observations at points a ove and below, on the shores 
of the Ohio river. 

It would be mere co jecture to account for these Ioca 
variations, or their controlling in uence; comparison, 
guided by established lacts .in meteorology can alone afford 
us light. 

Whether the climate has undergone any striking changes 
since its £rst settlement in 1803 ca not be ascertained~ as 
there is no record of remote date in existence. During th6 
year 1818, and later, a meteorological register was kept by 
Mr. John J. Dufour, one of the early settlers, which eonsis­
ted of teml erature, rain and wind. U~fortunately hi reo­
ords are lost, but I am in possession of a copy of the" In­
diana Register," of January 27th, 1818, (a w ekly paper 
then published at Vevay) which contains a summary of his 
observations of the previous w ek, viz: January 20th, to 
the 26th. 

While no great importance can be attached to the results 
of a single week in our changable climat , it may be of 
interest to take a look back fifty-four years, and for sake of 
comparison I have introduccd the with observations of th() 
corre ponding weeks of the years 1865 to 1872, and which 
form the subject of table I . 

1\1:1'. Dufour's ob ervations were taken at 6 A. Y. and 2 P. 

)1.; those by myself at 7 A. }!. an 2 P. M., with the daily 
mean resu ting from three ob er 'atiolls (omitting th 
9. P. M.) 

Systematic regi try of meteorological phenomena was 
commen ed by my elf in 1864, in accordance with the plan 
adopt d y the Smith. onian In titution, at 7 A.. M. 2 P. M. 

and 9 P . f. 

The in truments are the Sm'thsonia standard, made by 
James Green, ,f New York, and consist of ci tern barom­
eter, sychrome er, thermometer, wind and rain gu gc. 

The geographical positi of Vevay) county seat of 
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Switzerland, Indiana, is latitude llorth 38° 46', longitude w t 
of Greenwich, 84° 59' 2 \.5; hight above the level of the 
sea 525 feet, and above low watermark in the Ohio riv r, 
81 feet. 

The range of the th rmometer fi r th past eight ear~, is 
equal to one hundred and ten de rees (llOO) frol -10° to 
100°, and from its varia ility tIll' hout the yea " 80m .tim 
experiences the cold of ~Iinnesota and the beat of Fl rida. 

Our prevailing wind are from the southw s . The 
most striking charaeteri tics on the ottorn land along the 
river are the frequent and dense fogs with which the hill 
land are rarely ever effected. The tabl are arrange in 
the followinO' ord r: 

TABLE I.-C mparison of observation~ ,Jan ary 20th to 
26th, 1818, with the corre ponding we ly of tbe year 1 G­
to 1872. 

T BLE IL-Maximum and minimum pre, sure of tho 
bar meter, reduced to teL~perature 32° Fuln. 

TABLE IlL-Monthly and annual mean higl t of the 
bal'ometer, corrected for tern perature. ' 

TABLE IV.-M:aximum and minimum temperatura of 
a h month for a series of eight years. 

TABLE V.-:Monthly and annual mean of' t mp ratul'c. 

T BLE VI.-11 an temper ture of tho four sea ons-­
spriuo-, summer, autumn winter. 

T BrJE VII.- Mo :lthly and annual quantity of rain and 
lted now, in inches and hundredths. 

TABLE VIII.-Monthly and annual quantity of now iu 
inehe~ and hundredths. 

The length of onf winters become ' more apparent in tho 
early aud late flowering of plants in the open air. For 
ins ance, the" Crocu ,I' fir t of all to expand wi h the gen ial 
l-ayS of the sun, though snow may c 'er the gr un ; itA'I 

appearance is a pretty sure illdication of an early or jate 
pring. For comparison, the time of blooming in the open 
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air, in the same location, i here given for a period of seven 
year; 

1866 
1 67 
1 68 
1 69 -
187 
1871 -
1872 

March 5th. 
February 26th. 
March 6th. 

- February 20th. 
March 19th. 

- February 25th. 
March 18th. 

Thus it will be een that the earliest blooming occnrred 
in 1869, and the late t in 1870; and that 1870 and 1872 
show a difference of only one day, the two extremes about 
fo ur weeks. 
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TABLE I. 

Compari on oj Thermometer, January, 1 18 and 1865 to 1 72. 
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T ABLE No. II. 

Barometer Reduced to 32° Fahrenheit. 
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TA BL E No. III . 

:AIean Elevation of the Bm·ometer. 

!Jr;' ~ 
d 

~ 

In. In. In. 

c 
c:l 
::l ... 

... c ... 
In. In. 

... ., 
c 
~ .;; 

~ 
~ 
~ 

Jl 

1867 ......... .. ............... . .. .. .. ......... . ............... . ...... .... .. .. .... ............. , ............ .. .. .. '.~: ... I .... ~~: .... 
li68 ..... .................... . 20.2~ 29.G6 

18G9 ........... .............. . 29.41 29.35 

1870 .................... ..... . .540 29.{3 

1871 .. ... .................... . 29.63 . 29.49 

1872.. .................. . .... .. 9.50 29.45 

20.49 

9.41 

29.40 

20.42 

20.53 

29.4«5 29.30 

29.31 20.3:1 

9.47 20.43 

29 .35 20.46 

2950 20.48 

23.38 20.24, 0.33 20.33 

2:1.02 29 In 2!l .67 29.74 

20 .45 20.47 29.48 20 .54 

20.43 2f1. 47 0.44 29.60 

20 .48 20 .47 29.52 29.50 

~ 
,t:> 
g 
o 

In. 

9.48 

29.01 

29.55 

29.58 

29.61 

~ 

-* 8 
8 
! o 

:z; 

In. In.: 

29.58 29.57 

29.43 29.48 

29.65 29.6G 

29.55 29.56 

29.52 29.62 

';i~ 
g$ 
~~ 

In. 

29.575 

29.{06 

29.528 

29.{94 

20.601 

29.514 

lIean .......... · ...... · .. I-~I~i~l~I~I~I~I~I~I-;;-I-;;~I~I~ 

\ 

~ 
~ a 
~ 
g 
a 
<w 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 



ABLE No. I 

1J.Jaximum and Minir;tUm Tetnpe1·ature of each Month during a series of Eight Years. 
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TABLE No . VI. 

Mean TemperaLu1'e of the Four Seasons. 

YEAR. P1U~G. UllMER. 

I 
AlJTlJ N. ". TlIlt. 

865 ............. ...................... (l6.l3 76. 60 45.27 37.30 

tfcG6 ................................... 8.00 76.50 .37 86.00 

1867 . .......................... ........ 65.57 78.17 4.6.60 35.00 

1868 ................................... 65.87 75.63 ~.O:J 37.73 

1869 .. . ................................ 60. 0 73.00 40.60 35.67 

1870 ............................... .... 5.00 H.no 4{) .O3 36.07 

1871. ................................. . J. 7 72,47 ~1.37 41.17 

872 ................ ................... 65 .57 73.80 ..... , ... ................ 33.07 

Mean ................. _ ............ 65.4-1 71'.10 «.18 6.110 



TABLE No. VII. 

Monthly and -Annual quantity of Rain and Melted Snow in Inche8 and Hund1'edths. 
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TABLE No . VIII. 

Monthly and Annual Quantity of Snow in Inches and Hund1·edths . 
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